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What if ... , or what if not?
Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him
half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day
he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.”
– Luke 10:30-35

Fifty years ago, on April 3, 1968, the day before Martin Luther King, Jr. was
assassinated, he delivered his last speech to a crowd of striking sanitation
workers in Memphis, Tennessee, using the familiar parable of the good
Samaritan as his text.
Dr. King observed, “And so the first question that the priest asked, the first
question that the Levite asked was, ‘If I stop to help this man, what will
happen to me?’ But then the Samaritan came by, and he reversed the
question: ‘If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?'”
Those of us in the church are often tempted to succumb to the example of
our political leaders and always give priority to our own comfort, safety, and
security; but fortunately there are others who recognize that our well-being
is tied to the well-being of our neighbors, whoever they may be, as
illustrated in the stories below.

Protecting our Immigrant Neighbors
An Immigrant family begins Sanctuary in Philadelphia
Carmela Apolonio Hernandez and her four children entered sanctuary at
Philadelphia’s (Episcopal) Church of the Advocate on December 13th. They
came to the U.S. in August 2015, seeking asylum from the violence of drug
cartels in their home state of Guerrero, Mexico. Carmela’s brother and two
nephews were murdered there, and both Carmela and her daughter Keyri were
threatened and assaulted by criminals demanding money.
The Hernandez family, who entered the U.S. at a Tijuana-San Diego port of
entry, were detained for three days and then released to the care of a
Pennsylvania relative while their request for asylum was pending. Later they
moved to Vineland, New Jersey. Last month their request for asylum and
subsequent appeals were denied, and they were ordered to return to Mexico.
Rather that return to certain violence in Mexico, Carmela spent the next eight
days searching for a church in New Jersey and then in Pennsylvania that would
offer them sanctuary until their case before the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals can
be heard. The Church of the Advocate, which joined Philadelphia’s New
Sanctuary Movement last year, gladly welcomed them.
The Challenges of Sanctuary
Sanctuary is very demanding for both the host organization and the individual
or family that is seeking protection, and it
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involves significant legal risk. Court rulings have been
divided on whether it is legal for a church to provide
sanctuary for undocumented immigrants, and while no
congregation has been prosecuted for sheltering undocumented people, there is no law that prohibits ICE from
arresting immigrants in sanctuary. In addition, individuals
who offer rides to undocumented people or house or employ
them can be sentenced to prison or fined.
In the 1980s, when refugees from military oppression and
civil wars in Central America began to flee to the United
States, the U.S. government did not recognize them as
political refugees, even though many were threatened by
death squads in their home countries. The Sanctuary
Movement was born in response, beginning at the Southside
Presbyterian Church in Tucson, Arizona. At its strongest, the
movement included over 500 congregations that collaborated
to move refugees through the United States to safe houses and
safe congregations. Most of these refugees were given legal
status in Canada.
Some clergy members in Arizona and elsewhere were charged
with felonies for their involvement in offering sanctuary, but
the movement was vindicated when the U.S. government
awarded refugee status and legal asylum to people fleeing
violence in Central America.
In contrast to the 1980s, when the Sanctuary Movement
mainly took the form of an “underground railroad,” the New
Sanctuary Movement is primarily about making visible the
plight of undocumented immigrants through media
campaigns, public demonstrations, and political advocacy.
For each individual or family in sanctuary, there are dozens
or hundreds of people engaged in supporting activities.
Currently there are about 900 congregations across the U.S.
that have identified themselves as sanctuary congregations,
and at any one time there may be about 5 or 10 individuals or
families in physical sanctuary across the whole country. So
physical sanctuary is a very important tool for immigration
reform, but it requires a lot of effort and resources.

Organizing Resistance to Immigration Raids
Over the past two years, in the wake of an increasing number
of raids and immigrant deportations by ICE under both the
Obama and Trump administrations, communities with strong
immigrant support groups, such as Philadelphia, have begun
new forms of community organizing with immigrants and
their neighbors.
“Sanctuary in the Streets”
In May, 2016, Philadelphia’s New Sanctuary Movement
(NSM) launched a program intended to create a rapid
response to deportation raids targeting refugee families. Since
victims of a deportation raid can’t leave home to seek
sanctuary in a congregation, “Sanctuary in the Streets” brings
the congregation to them.
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Anyone who sees ICE agents making a raid can call NSM’s
emergency hotline number. When a call comes in, a staff
member verifies that it is an ICE raid, and notifies volunteer
teams to gather at the site of the raid to hold a prayer vigil,
film the raid on phone cameras, and be a presence for the
family. So far about 1,800 people have been registered to
respond to immigration raids, and over 700 people have
completed raid-response training.
At 6:45 one morning last February a call came in about a
raid in North Philadelphia. When NSM arrived to confirm
the raid, ICE had a young man in custody. A couple of
neighbors came out and began taking pictures; one of them
called ICE, asking them what they were doing, and ICE
ended up releasing him.
“Love Your Neighbor” campaign
The actions of neighbors in response to the ICE raid last
February inspired NSM’s “Love Your Neighbor” campaign educating immigrant communities not only about their
rights and the raid hotline, but also about what to do when
ICE shows up for their neighbors. Since then NSM has
been working to make sure people are informed and ready
by speaking with people in member congregations, and for
the last several months, 12 leaders have been going door to
door in North Philadelphia every week - educating people
about their rights, handing out cards with the “Sanctuary in
the Streets” hotline, and talking about the "Love Your
Neighbor" Campaign. So far they have visited over 300
homes, and 30 businesses and handed out over 13,000 cards
with Know Your Rights information and the hotline number.
“Community Resistance Zones”
In South Philadelphia, Juntos launched a Community
Resistance Zone last November, which Juntos describes as
“building resistance from the ground up to protect loved
ones by creating safe zones in
the city where every person,
block by block, is both trained
on their rights and on how to
support any neighbor who is
subject to racial profiling,
police or ICE raids, hate crimes
and any other forms of
criminalization in this nation.
Now more than ever, we must
ensure that our neighborhoods
are active areas of resistance
against the criminalization of
Poster created by Erika Guadalupe
black and brown bodies.”
Núñez for the Juntos Community
Resistance Campaign.

Juntos recruited 200 volunteers
one weekend in November to learn their rights, to teach
others, and to knock on doors. Collectively that weekend,
they knocked on over 2,500 doors in South Philadelphia,
trained over 1,300 people on their rights, and signed up
over 500 new resisters.
_____________________________

See efpjc.ppjr.org for additional details and related stories.

Germantown Mennonite Church presents Peace
Award to Phill Rosado in Graterford Prison
by George Hatzfeld
Twenty years after entering Graterford State Correctional
Institution near Skippack, PA, Phill Rosado was recognized
for his initiatives to help fellow prisoners and their families
heal. On Sunday, November 5, in absentia, he was named
recipient of the 21st annual Peace Award from Germantown
Mennonite Church in Philadelphia.

In Graterford, Rosado leads “Alternatives to Violence”
workshops. He is a member of the Inside-Out Prison
Exchange Program’s Graterford Think Tank, and a member
of a Lifer’s Inc., sub-committee, “Right to Redemption.”
And that once hoped-for college degree? It became a reality
in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies
from Villanova University.

There to receive the honor was Rosado’s partner, Barbie
Fischer. The congregation heard compelling stories from
Fischer and by recording from Rosado of efforts to change
habits of those incarcerated, and outcomes when they rejoin
society and confront a deluge of unresolved issues with
family, friends and new fellow employees. That decade of
active focus formed the basis for the Peace Award.
Rosado told of
acting out during his
first 10 years behind
bars, getting into
trouble
and
co ntinuing the
behavior that had
resulted in his life
sentence without
parole. He was 18
when he became
“sucked into street
life” in his problem-ridden Reading neighborhood. So instead
of becoming the first in his family to attend college, he was
sentenced to life in Graterford for murder. There, in and out
of solitary confinement and restricted housing, his world
crashed in on him.
Like the Prodigal Son, Rosado realized his attitude would
become either his redemption or his downfall. He began to
seek a way to honor his newfound relationship to God by
helping others. First, he wrote and self-published a memoir,
The Red Alley, describing his youth in a fragmented
neighborhood with few rules. His story was intended to help
other young men take a different path than his. The book was
given out in his home community.
Next, he learned about and began to promote restorative
justice, which offered a number of avenues to personal and
societal healing, most of which he knew could be critical to
the process of rehabilitation. He teamed up with an
SCI-Graterford colleague, Charles Boyd, to found “Let’s
Circle Up,” a 10-week restorative justice program that trains
others to facilitate and teach principles of communication,
community development, positive ways to handle disciplinary
issues, and responses to complaints and grievances. “Let’s
Circle Up” also develops programs for members of the
Graterford community about to be released, those just
returned to society, and for family members and friends
receiving a community member back.

A special offering during November at Germantown
Mennonite Church went to Restorative Encounters, a
non-profit association of restorative justice professionals
and organizations offering resources and training in four
key practices of restorative justice:
• Respect – for everyone by listening to and valuing
others’ points of view;
• Responsibility – taking responsibility, not deflecting,
our actions;
• Repair – developing skills to identify solutions that
repair harm; and
• Re-entry/Reconciliation – working through a
supportive collaborative processes to address needs and
obligations arising from a harm that has occurred.
Phill Rosado’s commitment and energy to help improve
outcomes both inside and outside Graterford and other
correctional institutions has come to the attention of the
administration, which has taken note of the changed lives
of “Restorative Justice” participants. And Rosado has found
a way to bring peace and change lives – from inside
Graterford.

The triple evils of poverty, racism, and militarism
are forms of violence that exist in a vicious cycle.
They are interrelated, all-inclusive, and stand as
barriers to our living in the Beloved Community.
When we work to remedy one evil, we affect all evils.
– Martin Luther King, Jr
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 20-22, 2018 (Fri. 5:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
This session will be at Desmond Hotel in Malvern, PA
________________________

There are a number of local groups (such as SURJ - Standing Up
for Racial Justice) that are meeting on a regular basis in eastern
Pennsylvania to address personal and systemic racism. Contact
us for assistance in getting in touch with a group near you.
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Faithful Advocacy for Criminal Justice Reform:
Principles & Practice Advocacy events in three locations
(Harrisburg, Lancaster and Harleysville) on the “Clean Slate”
legislation that has passed the PA Senate. Events are organized
by Pennsylvania Council of Churches with Mennonite Central
Committee. (Attend the event closest to you.)
Registration: $20. See www.pachurchesadvocacy.org /events
Jan. 13, 2018 (Saturday, 1:30-5:30pm), Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church, 1865 Fruitville Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601.
Jan. 19 (Fri. 9am) - Legislative visits
February 3-4, 2018 “Making Peace In A Time of War:
Stories From Viet Nam” Storytellers Earl and Pat Hostetter
Martin have been deeply shaped by their years in war-torn Vietnam.
For five years during that war, as MCC workers, they walked daily
with their Vietnamese friends who were forced from their homes in
the countryside because of the fighting.
Feb. 3 (Saturday, 7:00pm) Grandview United Methodist Church,
888 Pleasure Rd., Lancaster, PA
Feb. 4 (Sunday, 2:00pm) (LIPW Annual Meeting) at Trinity
Reformed UCC, 450 W. Main St., Mountville, PA
For details, see: www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/events
February 9-11, 2018 (Fri. evening- Sunday noon)
Winter Peace Retreat at St. Mary of
Providence retreat center (Elverson, PA)
Adult program: “Immigration,
Sanctuary and the Church.”
There will also be activities for children.
Registration deadline is January 19.
For more information, see http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org
February 17, 2018 (Saturday, 9:30am–3:00pm) Harleysville
Nonviolence Training Workshop led by Sarah Sommers,
Training Coordinator for Christian Peacemaker Teams. The
workshop will cover basic nonviolence and protest skills. CPT's
style of training is completely interactive .and designed to get
people up, moving and participating, and drawing on their own
wisdom and experience. Location: Salford Mennonite Church,
480 Groff's Mill Rd., Harleysville, PA $10.00 registration fee
includes lunch. For further information, contact Mary Jane
Hershey, 610-287-8888 .
Register on-line at https://goo.gl/forms/cJUctDqIlECTau6I3

Drone Warfare: Videos & Study Guides
The Pennsylvania Council of Churches (PaCC) is
partnering with the Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare
(INDW) in an effort to help congregations learn about and
understand the dangers, the moral bankruptcy, and the
religious/moral challenges with regard to the US use of
drones. The INDW has produced two videos for
congregations of all faiths:
• Moral and Safe? (32 min.) is an introductory film
for congregations for whom drone warfare is a new issue.
It describes the history, use and nature of lethal drones as
well as the human rights, legal and moral challenges
posed by drone warfare.
• The Religious Community and Drone Warfare
(27 min.) digs deeper into the religious concerns about
drone warfare on an interfaith basis.
In addition, the INDW has made 30 minute versions of
each of three documentaries:
• Unmanned: America’s Drone Wars" by Robert
Greenwald of Brave New Films;
• National Bird by Sonia Kennebeck; and
• Drone" by Tonje Hessen Schei.
A study guide is also available for each film. You will
need to register to obtain access to these three videos, and
the study guides can be downloaded in PDF format.
All of these videos are available at the INDW website:
www.interfaithdronenetwork.org
and there are direct links to each video at
www.pachurches.org/advocacy/register-drone-warfare-videos/

For further information, contact INDW at 609-924-5022,
or Sandy Strauss (PaCC) at 717-545-4761.
Trauma-Informed Care – Introductory Training
One of the major reasons that people end up in prison or
children end up in trouble in school is that they have
experienced untreated physical, mental, or emotional
trauma. The Community Action Partnership of Lancaster
County is offering a 4-hour introductory training session at
several different times: (pick one of the 7 sessions).
March 1, 2, 5, or 6 at 8am or 1pm.

• Trauma 101: Understanding Trauma, Resilience
and Trauma-Informed Care
Community Action Partnership of Lancaster County
601 South Queen St., Lancaster, PA 17603

Cost is $30. For details and on-line registration:
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3223818
April 20-23, 2017 (Friday-Monday) Ecumenical Advocacy
Days: Washington, DC. A World Uprooted: Responding to
Migrants, Refugees and Displaced People . (For details
and registration, see www.advocacydays.org )
______________________
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See http://efpjc.ppjr.org for additional resources related to
events and stories in this issue of Peace & Justice News.

