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Remembering That We Were Aliens
You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for
you were aliens in the land of Egypt. – Exodus 23:9
There shall be one law for the native and for the alien who resides among
you. – Exodus 12:49
The Biblical imperative doesn’t give us much wiggle-room as to how we
should treat the resident aliens among us, whether refugees or immigrants.
Most of us are descendants of people who migrated to North America from
other parts of the world, whether by choice or by force.
As many of our predominately-White suburban congregations shrink in attendance, immigrants are a blessing to us. Congregations that include recent
refugees and immigrants have been growing; and, in fact, four congregations
that serve Indonesian immigrants (three in California; one in New York)
have petitioned to join Franconia Mennonite Conference this fall.

Immigrants and Refugees: Facing New Hostility
The United States has a long tradition of offering refuge to people fleeing
persecution and war, but this year we have seen a radical shift in U.S. policies
toward refugees and immigrants. Worldwide, there were some 22.5 million
refugees last year, according to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). The U.S. is one of 28 resettlement countries and had expected to
accept almost 0.5% of worldwide refugees this year.
In FY2016, the U.S. accepted 84,995 refugees, and President Obama set a target
of 110,000 for FY2017 which ended on Sept. 30, 2017. However the Trump
administration drastically cut back on refugee resettlement by reducing the
FY2017 ceiling to 50,000. U.S. Supreme Court action has allowed some
additional refugees with family members in the United States to come after the
quota was reached on July 12th. Trump’s limit on the number of refugees to be
admitted next year is 45,000, the lowest annual ceiling set since the resettlement
program was enacted by the Refugee Act of 1980.
One consequence of the restrictions on the
flow of refugees is that organizations which
have supported refugee resettlement have
had to lay off staff or shut down operations
this summer, because their work is funded in
significant part by the Refugee Act which
provides payments for each individual who
is resettled.
Refugee status is determined by the United
Nations. Most refugees who enter the U.S.
refugee admissions program are identified
and referred for resettlement in the U.S. by
the U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR), a U.S.
embassy or an approved humanitarian aid
organization, and they go through an
extensive screening process that typically
takes 18 to 24 months.
(continued on page 2)

Immigrants and Refugees ...

(continued from page 1)

ICE Raids Terrorize Immigrants in Philadelphia
During the last week of September, the New Sanctuary
Movement in Philadelphia received a spike in calls from
people all over the city who had family members arrested by
ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement). People
scrambled to find their loved ones - feeling terrorized from
ICE's increased enforcement. In the majority of cases ICE
did not knock on their door, but waited outside their home to
snatch them. The raids were what ICE calls "Operation Safe
City", rounding up 498 immigrants across the country,
107 of them in Philadelphia (more than any other city). The
operation specifically targeted Sanctuary Cities.
“Sanctuary jurisdictions that do not honor detainers or allow
us access to jails and prisons are shielding criminal aliens
from immigration enforcement and creating a magnet for
illegal immigration,” according to ICE Acting Director Tom
Homan. “Non-cooperation policies severely undermine that
effort at the expense of public safety.”
There are 400 cities and counties across the country that have
some restriction on police collaboration with ICE, and this
has reduced deportations. ICE claims that it’s raids are in the
interest of 'public safety', but 'Operation Safe City' is about
retaliation – arresting as many people as possible, reducing
the number of immigrants of color and maintaining white
supremacy. One local family reported that ICE raided their
home wielding guns in front of several children, interrogating
one of their daughters without parental consent and proceeded
to fingerprint everyone in the household. Some who were
handcuffed and removed were described as “collateral
damage,” meaning they had no reason to be detained other
than being immigrants.
ICE raids began under President Obama, but under the Trump
Administration anti-immigrant actions have escalated.
Immigrant Detention Centers
The GEO Group and Core Civic (the two largest private
prison contractors in the U.S.) made major contributions to
Trump’s presidential campaign and inauguration festivities.
In April the Trump administration said the GEO Group would
build a new 1,000-bed detention center in Texas, which it
expects would generate $44 million a year in revenue.
Several Texas legislators have introduced a bill that if
adopted, would allow immigration detention centers in Texas
to obtain child care licenses and thus circumvent a 2015
federal ruling which requires that detained immigrant children
be transferred to a child care facility after 20 days in
detention.
New Sanctuary Movement -planning for action

This year detention centers operated by GEO in Aurora,
Colorado and Tacoma, Washington have been served with
lawsuits for violating anti-slavery laws by forcing thousands
of current and former immigrants to work for less than a
dollar a day at its detention centers.
New Sanctuary Movement: Live Stop Campaign
A major focus of Philadelphia’s New Sanctuary Movement
(NSM) this summer has been to combat discriminatory
towing of undocumented people’s cars in Philadelphia by
changing the “Live Stop” program.
Live Stop is a Pennsylvania state law that applies only to
Philadelphia and allows the police to immobilize cars for
certain traffic violations, including for driving without a
license. While the law states that a car should be towed only
if it threatens public safety, the Philadelphia Police
Department’s policy is to immediately tow undocumented
people’s cars, going far beyond the state law’s requirements.
Nearly half a million drivers in the city have had their cars
towed through Live Stop since 2002, and it costs approximately $700 – $1,000 to recuperate the car, an enormous
amount for low income families.
This law has a devastating impact on undocumented
immigrants, who are barred from obtaining driver’s licenses
in Pennsylvania because they do not have the required social
security number. The loss of a car through towing means the
driver may have trouble getting to work, hospital, and
school.
The first campaign victory came in late July when NSM
representatives were able to meet privately with Philadelphia
Police Commissioner Ross to explain their concerns and
present their request, which is: to grant a 30 minute window
of time for the driver to call someone with a license to
come and take the car home rather than having the car
automatically towed.
NSM has also organized 11 legislative visits to engage and
educate Council members, out of which 8 visits produced
concrete support; and on September 7th: NSM delivered
3,200 petitions to Mayor Kenney asking him to reinterpret
the Live Stop state law.
NSM members have also joined with other organizations to
work for State legislation which will provide unmarked
driver’s licenses for undocumented Pennsylvanians, as a
dozen other states have already done.
* There are links to many resources on immigration and sanctuary
on our web page: efpjc.ppjr.org
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Pennsylvania School Children Will Have
Their Day in Court!
Last month the Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued a
landmark decision when it ordered the Commonwealth
Court to hold a full trial on Pennsylvania’s school funding
lawsuit. The Supreme Court agreed with the plaintiffs that
education funding should be subject to judicial review. It
ruled that the courts have a duty to ensure that the state's
school funding system does not violate the state
constitution or discriminate against students because of
where they live or the wealth of their communities.
The lawsuit, initially rejected by the Commonwealth Court
in April 2015, was brought by six school districts, the
Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools, and
the NAACP Pennsylvania State Conference against the
Legislature and the State Department of Education. The
lawsuit claims that Pennsylvania's school funding system,
which relies heavily on property taxes, is patently unfair
and creates an imbalance of financing between wealthy and
poor school districts.
The trial will give families the opportunity to share stories
of how the deprivation in schools caused by Pennsylvania's
grossly inadequate and discriminatory school funding
system harms children throughout the commonwealth.

Budget and Tax Policy – U.S. and Pennsylvania
Although Congressional efforts to repeal and replace the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) also known as “ObamaCare,”
have ended for the time being, the U.S. Congress is now
moving on to work on budget and tax policy.
The “tax reform framework” released by the Trump
administration and Congressional Republican leaders
which will be negotiated and perhaps adopted in some
form by the end of this calendar year, would give at least
two thirds of the proposed tax cuts to the richest 1% of
Americans; and the resulting $1.5 trillion deficit will
ultimately need to be paid for by major spending cuts.
Meanwhile, the Pennsylvania Legislature has yet to pass
a revenue bill that raises sufficient income to pay for the
spending budget adopted in July. A proposed severance
tax on natural gas drilling could fill the budget gap and
has broad bi-partisan public support, but State House
Speaker Mike Turzai has steadfastly refused to bring it up
for a vote.
_______
For more details on federal budget negotiations and the
implications for Pennsylvania, see www.itep.org/trumpgopplan/
or www.cbpp.org .
For Pennsylvania budget issues, see www.pennbpc.org .

Pennsylvania "Clean Slate" Legislation

Deep Run East – Salt & Light Weekend
Deep Run East Mennonite Church (DRE) held its annual
“Salt & Light Weekend” on Sept. 23-24, engaging in various
service projects throughout the community and church. On
Sunday morning the congregation gathered in the church’s
fellowship hall at 9:00am for brief worship – scripture, a
song, and sending prayer; then “scattered” to the various
places of service for the majority of the morning. Everyone
returned to the church for lunch and a time of sharing and
reflection.

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
On Sept. 5th, President Trump announced that the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy introduced
by President Obama would be phased out unless Congress
passes a replacement policy. DACA status, which must be
renewed every three years, affects about 800,000 young
adults who came to the U.S. before age 16. Now, many of
them could be deported as soon as March 5, 2018; and
eligible youth have been scrambling to renew DACA status
for a final two-year term before an October 5th deadline.
The application fee of $495 has been a major hurdle for
many young adults, especially those in families with
several children, but there have also been a number of
generous donors who have made scholarships available.
-3-

Formerly incarcerated persons face a myriad of barriers as
they attempt to reenter society. Lack of access to housing,
education, training, job opportunities, and public benefits
have created conditions that make successful reentry into
community nearly impossible for millions of our neighbors
who have served time in prison. These obstacles essentially
deny them the opportunity to become the kind of engaged,
responsible citizens we claim to desire.
Society’s failure to remove or reduce these barriers means
that approximately two-thirds of all who are released from
prison are rearrested within three years, and approximately
75 percent are rearrested within five years.
Pennsylvania is no exception, but newly proposed legislation
aims to help. “Clean Slate” (PA Senate Bill 529/House Bill
1419) is bipartisan legislation that would automatically seal
from public uses the records of persons with minor,
non-violent misdemeanor convictions if they have remained
conviction free for at least 10 years, as well as records on
arrests that do not lead to convictions.
People of faith from all points on the theological spectrum
are supporting this legislation that will permit returning
citizens to return as full citizens—as those who have shown
rehabilitation by remaining conviction free will be able to
find better employment, housing, and educational services
_____
See the announcement (page 4) about forthcoming workshops on
“Clean Slate” legislation.

October 22, 2017 (Sunday, 3-5pm) Allentown
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“Overincarceration in Pennsylvania”
- Panel discussion that includes formerly incarcerated people.
Location: Resurrected Life Community Church, 144 N. 9th St.,
Allentown 18102. For more information, see
https://www.facebook.com/pg/powernortheast/events/

Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”

Faithful Advocacy for Criminal Justice Reform:
Principles & Practice
Advocacy events in three

– October 27-29, 2017 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2017 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
____________

locations (Harrisburg, Lancaster and Harleysville) on the “Clean
Slate” legislation that has passed the PA Senate. Events are
organized by Pennsylvania Council of Churches with Mennonite
Central Committee. (Attend the event closest to you.)
Registration: $20. See www.pachurchesadvocacy.org /events

Unpacking White Domination: A Workshop on
Interrupting Systemic & Internalized Racism
– October 28, 2017 (Sat., 10am–2pm) Allentown, PA
Resurrected Life Community Church, 916 W. Turner St.
Cost: $20, includes lunch. See additional details at
www.facebook.com/events/1892685071058470/
Register at: https://goo.gl/forms/hSukSL8yv5KNHobz2

Oct. 28, 2017 (Saturday, 8:30am-2:00pm), Salford Mennonite
Church, 80 Groffs Mill Road, Harleysville, PA 19438.
Nov. 3 (Friday, 9am) - Legislative visits

See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for “Tools for Racial Healing.”

“White Privilege: Let’s Talk”
is an adult curriculum that's designed to invite church members
to engage in safe but substantive conversations on race.
http://privilege.uccpages.org/ (free download, from UCC)

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
Oct. 28, 2017 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA. and
November 25, ... Monthly protests at Reaper Drone
Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
October 14, 2017 (Saturday, 9:00am-4:30pm) Bryn Mawr
Interfaith Moral Climate Advocacy Workshop
Workshop Leaders: Justin Wright, Mediator and Negotiation
trainer, Active Neutrals; and Rev. Alison Cornish, Executive
Director, PA Interfaith Power & Light.
Location: Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, 625 Montgomery Ave.,
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 Registration: $30 (sliding scale) ( For
details & registration, see http://paipl.us/events )
Healing Neen – Film and Panel Discussion
October 20, 2017 (Friday: 11am, and 7pm) Lancaster
After surviving a childhood of abuse and neglect, Tonier “Neen”
Cain lived on the streets for two nightmarish decades, where she
endured unrelenting violence, hunger and despair while racking
up 66 criminal convictions related to her addiction. Her story
illustrates the consequences that untreated trauma has on
individuals and society at-large. Cost: By donation (cash or
check). There will be two screenings:
Friday, October 20 • 11:00am • Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church– Fondersmith Auditorium • 31 South Duke St, Lancaster,
PA
Seating is limited. Please register at
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3080448
Friday, October 20, 2017 • 7:00pm • Lancaster Theological
Seminary. Seating is limited. Please register at
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3080435
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Jan. 13, 2018 (Saturday, 1:30-5:30pm), Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church, 1865 Fruitville Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601.
Jan. 19 (Fri. 9am) - Legislative visits
November 12, 2017 (Sunday, 1:30-5:00pm) Allentown

Immigration & Sanctuary - A Workshop for People
of Faith. Topics include an overview of the US immigration
system and policies, "sanctuary cities", sanctuary congregations,
street sanctuary; refugees and immigrants. Also, what’s involved
in becoming a "Sanctuary Congregation": An overview of legal and
practical implications, and resources for beginning conversation
within your congregation. Cost: Donations will be accepted.
Sponsors: the Lehigh Conference of Churches/Justice & Advocacy
and Grupo de Apoyo e Integración Hispanoamericano.
Location: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 417 N. 7th St., Allentown.
For details and registration, see http://sanctuary.ppjr.org
November 12, 2017, (Sunday at 2pm) Harleysville, PA
Anne Yoder, will speak on World War I conscientious objectors,
telling some of the history of non-religious and religious C.O.s, as
well as about her new website that will showcase over 650 of their
diaries, letters and statements. Location: Mennonite Heritage
Center, 565 Yoder Road, Harleysville, PA
December 9, 2017 (Saturday,10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
58th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, PA recalling the journey of Mary and Joseph. Guest
speaker after supper will be Roberta Meek whose presentation
topic will be “We Who Believe in Freedom Cannot Rest:
Racism in the Current Era”.”
See www.peacewalk.org for details.
February 9-11, 2018 (Fri. evening- Sunday noon)
Winter Peace Retreat at St. Mary of
Providence retreat center (Elverson, PA)
Adult program: “Immigration,

Sanctuary and the Church.”
There will also be activities for children.
For more information, see http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org
See http://efpjc.ppjr.org for additional resources related to events
and stories in this issue of Peace & Justice News.

