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Overcoming Hate with Love
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. ... if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink. ... Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
– Romans 12:14...21
In the wake of a very contentious fall election, abrasive and threatening
language, and even violent actions toward Muslims, immigrants, AfricanAmericans, Jews, women, and other vulnerable people, many of our
communities are seeing a variety of creative responses that say we will
stand up for our neighbors, whoever they are, to confront hatred and bigotry
with love and compassion. Although some of these initiatives are coming
from individual congregations, more often people are working through
ecumenical and interfaith partnerships – crossing our religious boundaries,
recognizing the humanity in all of our neighbors, refusing to be silenced by
fear.

Peacemaking in Our Communities
Here are just a few examples of how our congregations have been engaged in
peacemaking, individually and collectively; we plan to share more stories later
this year. There are also web links to many of the projects and programs
mentioned here on our web page: efpjc.ppjr.org.
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West Philadelphia -West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship (WPMF) shares
meeting space in a church building owned by Calvary United Methodist Church.
About 5 or 6 other congregations use that space, and one of them is a Jewish
congregation. WPMF occasionally holds joint worship services with other
congregations with whom they share the building. In December there was a joint
Hanukkah–Christmas Eve service which included Jewish songs and Jewish
texts, followed by Christian songs and Christian texts.
On Inauguration Day (Jan. 20, 2017) there was an interfaith
gathering at the church - Jews, Christians, and Muslims
together.
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WPMF members are also among Philadelphia Mennonites who serve as board
members and volunteers for community organizations that support immigrants
and refugees, as well as citizens who are hungry, homeless, or returning from
prison.
Immigrant Sanctuary - Philadelphia is now a self-designated “sanctuary
city,” only in the sense that the city police no longer honor ICE requests to detain
undocumented immigrants, unless a request is backed up by a court order as
required by the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. ICE is still free to
detain undocumented immigrants in Philadelphia or almost any other “sanctuary
city.” Nevertheless, Philadelphia – and many other local governments – have
been under pressure from federal government officials and now state legislators
who would like to retaliate by taking away the city’s funding for simply abiding
by the Fourth Amendment.
Organizations like POWER and JUNTOS that include Philadelphia Mennonites
are trying to be creative in how to resist anti-immigrant policies and move
Philadelphia in the direction of really
(continued on page 2)
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becoming a Sanctuary City. Their work includes challenging
anti-immigrant legislation, as well as providing basic
education to immigrants about their legal rights.
When President Trump (on Jan. 27) invoked a travel ban that
affected many immigrants and refugees, community
organizations responded. Several thousand people came to
Philadelphia International Airport to protest the travel ban
and to show support for immigrants and refugees.
Safe Haven - On Feb. 6th, POWER, together with several
partner organizations, led a Safe Haven training session “to
sharpen our tools and strengthen our prophetic voice to
protect the most vulnerable in our communities.” The training
provided an overview of what it means to become a sanctuary
community and included various community organizing
skills.2 Representatives of Philadelphia Student Unions and
the School District engaged in conversation about city
schools and the “pipeline to prison.” People are angry that
Philadelphia and many other school districts are not getting
fair funding; and that there are police in the schools. “Get
police out of our schools; and get guns out of our schools.”
Police are arresting kids so they end
up in juvenile detention, for things
that normally used to be dealt with
by sitting down and working it out.
Safe Haven was the first event of a
series called “One Hundred Days of
Faithful Resistance,” and there are
more training events yet to come.*
Redemption Housing - WPMF also works in partnership
with Redemption Housing (RH) which provides faith-based
support to people who have been incarcerated and homeless,
guiding them toward healthy and meaningful lives. Returning
citizens who do not have strong support from family or
friends are at high risk of winding up back in jail within a
matter of months. Therefore, RH helps people to locate longterm housing, to find and prepare for meaningful
employment, and to connect with various social services.

Lehigh Valley - Similar activities are happening in some
smaller communities, such as Allentown, and Bethlehem,
organized by POWER NE, the Lehigh Conference of
Churches, and other groups. On January 20th (Inauguration
Day) there was a Hijab March & Rally in downtown
Allentown, in which all participating women and some men
– Muslim, Christian, Jewish, and others – wore head
coverings as a sign of solidarity with women and girls who
have been harassed for wearing the traditional Hijab head
covering.
On the anniversary of Travon Martin’s death there was a
Hoodie Rally at Bethlehem City Hall, acknowledging that
Black Lives Matter, and that “Making America Great”
cannot be anchored in mythologizing a dream that really
never was.
Lehigh Valley Moravians organized a celebration to
“Welcome Refugees and Immigrants as Neighbors
and Friends” in the spirit of Matthew 25 and in the form
of a Moravian Love Feast, breaking bread at table and
sharing stories together.

In Allentown, a presentation about the extreme gerrymandering of Pennsylvania's legislative districts drew a
standing-room-only crowd of 350; and two weeks later an
organizational meeting in Bethlehem created four teams to
work on the logistics of motivating legislators to amend the
state constitution – to create an independent redistricting
commission in Pennsylvania, as Arizona and California have
already done successfully.

Another aspect of the work is raising consciousness in the
community, helping people understand what it means to be
homeless or incarcerated and to acknowledge their own
prejudices and privileges.
RH is working toward opening a transitional residence in
West Philadelphia specifically for people returning from
prison who often have difficulty finding housing where they
will be accepted. It will be called Barnabas House, named for
the apostle Barnabas who welcomed and mentored Paul after
his Damascus Road experience in spite of Paul’s reputation
for persecuting Christians. Barnabas means “Son of
Encouragement.”

This is a time for taking our theology out of the pews and
pulpit, into the streets and fields and factories and public
spaces, meeting hatred and violence with love and
compassion.
_________
* See page 4 for list of forthcoming training events.
.
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Peacemaking in Our Communities - Fairfield Mennonite Church*
Summer Peace Camp - The Interfaith Center for Peace
and Justice (ICPJ) which is run through the Lutheran
Seminary in Gettysburg, held their 2016 summer Peace Camp
at Fairfield Mennonite Church. Normally enrollment has been
limited to 40 students, but there was such a strong interest last
summer that 60 children, ages 5 to 12, came to Fairfield MC
for a week. Fortunately it was a beautiful week so the
children could be outside part of the time. It was such a
positive experience for all and we have invited them to come
back.
Playground - We refurbished the church playground as a
memorial to one of our teens killed in an automobile
accident. It is gratifying to see community children using the
playground. We are hopeful it may draw young families into
the congregation.

Interfaith Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence - In
December, Fairfield participated in the second annual Vigil
for Victims of Gun Violence commemorating the third anniversary of the Sandy Hook Elementary School tragedy. It was
a service of remembrance to honor the many Americans who
have been killed or injured by guns since December 2012.

Writing for the Newspaper - The Gettysburg Times, has
a page where local people write columns. In 2011, Joyce
Shutt began to write peace and justice articles to draw
attention to the church and its peace witness. This seed is
now bringing fruit as some new people are coming to church
as a result of these columns. Joyce’s current thrust is on
civility and getting along with people who have different
ideas.
Joyce also has a twelve step blog,
stepstohope.weebly.com

Menno and Memory Gardens – Several years ago we
started putting raised garden beds at one end of the stone
parking lot to grow vegetables and flowers. The Memory
Garden was created for folks to plant a flower to
commemorate their loved ones.
Middle East – For the past four years Fairfield MC has
been providing a scholarship to Haya, a Palestinian from the
Gaza Strip and a student at Gettysburg College. Her mentor,
Deyá Leonard Dresner has formed a new organization called
Leonard Education Organization (LE•O) with the goal of
bringing Palestinian youth to the U.S. Because this is Haya’s
last semester at Gettysburg, Fairfield MC is planning to
connect with a young man from Lebanon who is a Goshen
College student. Program website is leonardeducation.org .
Reach Out - Fairfield MC has a new Reach Out committee.
As a result we are exploring different ways to interact with
the community. We are hosting an Annual Art Show featuring
local artists. We are also hosting an annual art show for the
Fairfield School District. Our largest thrust is working with
the school on community service projects such as
school/health kits, small blankets and Fairfield Food Pantry.
International Gift Festival – After our 50th Annual Gift
Festival we decided to collaborate with Ten Thousand
Villages Mechanicsburg. They now organize an off-site sale
at the church and we help it happen.
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Fairfield MC is putting together a new web page. Our
intention is to feature what our members are doing within the
larger community as well as what is happening in the church.
___________________

*Brenda Walter, Pastor, and Joyce Shutt, Pastor Emeritus.
Undoing Prison Reform
In 2015, the PA Supreme Court overturned state laws that
required mandatory minimum sentences. However, now
State Rep. Todd Stephens (R-Montgomery) has introduced a bill (HR741) favored by many county prosecutors
in responding to the increasing use of opioids. HR741
would restore mandatory minimum sentences for drugrelated offenses. The bill, of course, does not offer new
resources for drug rehabilitation or other alternatives to
the high cost of incarceration.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– October 27-29, 2017 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2017 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
“Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism”
– May 4-6, 2017 (Thurs.6-9pm, Fri.8:30-6pm, Sat.8:30am-5pm)
at The Friends Center in Philadelphia PA hosted by
Crossroads Antiracism Organizing and Training.
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
“100 Days of Faithful Resistance” – Philadelphia: a series of
training sessions which began Jan. 15, 2017 organized by POWER
and partner organizations at various locations in Philadelphia.
• Apr. 2: Grounding for Civil Disobedience
• Apr. 4: Black Work Matters
• Apr. 22: Building Power at the Intersection of Race, Economics
and Climate
• Apr. 25: Grassroots Funding the Resistance
For details, see powerinterfaith.org/faithful-resistance/
Also, Safe Haven (immigrant sanctuary) training is tentatively
scheduled for Allentown on Sunday, May 7, 3-5pm
April 20-23, 2017 (Thurs eve., - Sun. afternoon) Philadelphia
Waging Peace: Summit for Peace and Justice, Organized
by AFSC (American Friends Service Committee). Plenary and
workshop sessions on non-violent action, climate disruption, IsraelPalestine, mass incarceration, economic justice, and other topics.
Keynote speakers: Erica Chenoweth, Oscar Arias
Location: Sheraton Philadelphia Downtown Hotel, 201 N. 17th St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19103 For details: www.afsc.org/summit
April 21-2, 2017 (Friday-Monday) Ecumenical Advocacy Days:
Washington, DC. Confronting Chaos, Forging Community
When Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. posed the question, “Where
do we go from here: Chaos or Community?” in his book of the same
title 50 years ago, no one could have imagined that we would still be
wrestling with this question today. In that same year on April 4,
1967, he spoke about the intersectionality of “the giant triplets of
racism, extreme materialism, and militarism” as the principal
challenges of the time. Five decades later, Dr. King’s prophetic
insights and challenges are incredibly current. (For details and
registration, see www.advocacydays.org )
April 30, 2017 (Sunday, 2:00-5:00pm) - Philadelphia
14th Annual Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation
“Listening in Humility, Walking in Strength” For details, see
www.interfaithpeacewalk.org/2017-peace-walk

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
April 29, 2017 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA. and
May 27, June 24 ... Monthly protests at Reaper Drone
Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
April 29, 2017 (Saturday, 8:00am to 4:00pm) Lancaster County
• Lancaster County Native American Learning Tour. This one
day MCC Native American Learning Tour is designed to shed light
early Native life and settlements In Lancaster County with a special
focus on Manor Township. Registration Deadline: April 8
May 6, 2017 (Saturday, 9:00am to 4:00pm) Lehigh Valley
• Lehigh Valley Native American Learning Tour. This one-day
MCC Native American Learning Tour is designed to shed light on
early Native life and settlements in the Lehigh Valley.
Registration Deadline: April 8 (Max. registration of 24 people)
For details of both Learning Tour events, see the calendar links at
mcc.org/learn/where/us/east-coast
May 8, 2017 - PBS Independent Lens (90-min. documentary)
The Prison in Twelve Landscapes - documentary film by Brett
Story about the prison and its life in the American landscape.
More people are imprisoned in the United States at this moment
than in any other time or place in history, yet the prison itself has
never felt further away or more out of sight.
(check listings for your local PBS station for air time)

“Rewilding the Way” – A report on our 2017
Winter Peace Retreat with Todd Wynward is included
in the March 2, 2017 issue of Franconia Conf. Intersectings:
www.franconiaconference.org/media/intersectings/

and there are many resource links related to the retreat
discussion topics at
http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org/#resources
Also, retreat participants in the Landsdale area and in
Philadelphia are organizing to continue local conversation about climate change and watershed discipleship.
Look for updates on our web page: efpjc.ppjr.org
– Winter Peace Retreat - 2017

