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Jesus in a War Zone
Jesus was born in a war zone, and he experienced every part of war in his
own personal life story. Born in a war zone, he immediately had to flee as
a refugee. His situation met the 1951 Refugee Convention definition of
refugees. He was fleeing a ruler Herod who was engaged in crimes against
humanity, genocide, and war crimes. If Herod were around today he would
have been indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC). And Jesus’
family had to flee for their lives immediately. So he experienced life as a
refugee, then as an internally displaced person, then living under foreign
military occupation. We know the stories about Jesus ministering to the
poor, driving out demons, and helping people in myriad ways of healing; but
why were they poor, why were they experiencing mental stress and anxiety?
Could it be because they were living in a war zone?
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The Good News: All Wars End.
All wars end. They do. All wars end, but whether they end well or whether they
end badly depends on us. It depends on what we do to build a better peace. We
know this from all parts of the world that used to be at war that are no longer at
war. The data is absolutely clear. The 20th century was the bloodiest century
in human history, but peace is breaking out around the world today any way you
measure it–whether you look at the number of major armed conflicts or the
number of wars in which more than 1,000 people die in a year.
There are over seven billion people on the planet, more people than ever before
in history, and at the same time there are fewer wars than ever before in human
history. There are 193 countries (194 if you count the Vatican as a country),
and there are over 8,000 nations–people who share language, history, culture,
religion; and yet at this time when we have more countries than ever before and
more people than ever before we have fewer wars than ever before. Whether
you are judging by the number the casualties, or the the percentages of the
population, there has been no great country-to-country war, since the Second
World War. That means that the casualties from war are almost gone, when you
look at the numbers.
The most damage that's done in war is country-to-country war – when each
country has professional military – army, navy, and air force. When those folks
go to battle, a lot of people die. All the wars that remain today are civil wars.
So that means that fewer people are dying in those remaining wars. And that's
good news.
Or consider nuclear weapons, for example. At the height of the cold war there
were 66,000 nuclear weapons; now there are 15,000 – still too many, but that
number has been coming down. And folks like Henry Kissinger, George
(continued on page 2)
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Schultz, and Sam Nunn who used to argue in favor of
increasing our nuclear arsenal are now all saying we need to
get to zero nuclear weapons.
So it is true that peace is breaking out around the world today,
but that doesn't mean that it is happening everywhere. Wars
remain. The newspapers aren't lying to you when they tell
you there is very serious war remaining in Iraq and Syria. But
we need to think about this in a little more nuanced way. Just
as it can be sunny in Philadelphia and chilly in Allentown,
peace can be breaking out in Ireland, in South Africa, in
Colombia, in the Philippines, in Western Europe, in Viet Nam
– all of these places that used to be engaged in horrific cycles
of violence. Peace is breaking out there, while war remains
very hot in places like Iraq, Syria, the Central African
Republic. So those things are happening simultaneously.
This didn't happen by accident. Peace breaking out around
the world today happened because of very, very hard work.
After World War II we said, never again; we have to find a
better way to resolve conflict. World War II with 60,000,000
people dead was just a horrific war; and people were dying in
Europe of cholera and starvation long after the pivotal battles
and long after the Germans surrendered. But after World
War II ended, folks devised many different ways to try to
reintegrate those societies economically, politically,
educationally, at the local grassroots level. Pax Christi was
inaugurated to try to bring about reconciliation in Europe, and
a whole alphabet soup of institutions – the United Nations
and its High Commission on Refugees were created to try to
knit Europe back together again.
There are, of course, still places where peace is not breaking
out, where war is more terrific still, and of the ten wars still
remaining in the world today almost two thirds of the
casualties come from the wars in Iraq and Syria.
Peace Building in Syria
Perhaps you have heard of the ancient desert fathers and their
monasteries. Those monasteries are still there, both in Iraq
and in Syria where they have been known throughout the
centuries as not only places of hospitality for visitors, but also
places where Christians and Muslims would come together in
fellowship and community. That's one of the reasons that
they have been targeted by ISIL for destruction; there is
certainly no military purpose for blowing up a monastery.
Father Jacques Mourad was among those kidnapped and
tortured by ISIL, so you would think if anybody had an axe to
grind or reason to argue for violence it would be someone like
him. “Every day,” he said, “we had to make a choice in the
monastery whether to stay or whether to go, whether it's safe
to keep the doors open. But I could never close the doors,
because refugees were pouring in from around the community
and we were housing many other people.” So he and some
other folks stayed and kept the monastery open, in order to be

a place of safety for those refugees until ISIL came in and
captured the monastery and kidnapped him and others.
Although they destroyed the monastery, he was able
eventually to build relationships with his captors. He would
tell them jokes; he maintained his sense of humor throughout
his captivity. When they asked him questions about theology
and wasn't he really trying to undermine Islam, undermine the
nation, he had ways in just a very personal way of talking
with them, and getting them to see him as a human being
rather than as an enemy. In the end he was released by his
captors who came to see him as a human being, and they were
the folks who brought him to safety and to his release. So he
wants to go back and reopen the monastery, rebuild or build
in another area and continue that work, and he is convinced
that we have to be able to reconcile and to forgive.
Peace Building in Iraq (Mosul)
There are folks living near Mosul who have been displaced
many times over; people who originally lived in Baghdad and
then moved to Mosul because Mosul was safer. Then when
ISIL came to Mosul they moved to the Christian villages
outside Mosul where they would be safe. And then of course,
they weren't safe there either. When there were no longer
security forces able to protect Mosul, people there had to
face the difficult decision: Do we stay, or do we go?
Dominican Sisters of Saint Catherine of Siena were among
those who fled in the middle of the night on August 7, 2014
with just the clothes on their backs, with as many people as
they could cram into vehicles. At some point they had to
leave those cars behind and move along by foot to try to get
ahead of ISIL forces. It was an incredibly hot day, and people
were dropping like flies from heat exhaustion, from heart
attacks, strokes and the Sisters who were themselves fleeing
ISIL said, "we have to do something about this." So they
commandeered a tent, and on day one of their own exodus
they set up an emergency medical clinic in the tent.
The churches in nearby areas responded as best they could as
500,000 people fled from Mosul. The churches opened their
doors; they opened their kitchens; they opened their closets,
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MCC Native American Learning Tour
by Joan Hallman*
On Oct. 31 Lee and I went to Akron, Pa, to attend a week
long learning tour, designed to shed light on the untold
history of Native Americans in Pennsylvania and beyond.
The first day we talked about “Turtle Island,” which is an
Indian term for what we now call North America. We did a
participatory exercise where blankets were laid on the floor,
and we stood on
them. One by one
the blankets were
taken away, like the
natives’ land. It
gave a good idea of
how the indigenous
peoples felt when
they were pushed
off their land and
had to adjust to
their new situation.
Our speaker was Mark Charles, who is a Navajo and works in
Washington, D.C. as a lobbyist for the Quaker church. He
presented "The Doctrine of Discovery." This document
originated with the Christian church in 1455. It gave authority
for the capture of indigenous peoples, taking possession of
their land and possessions, and justified the right of
Europeans to subdue all “pagans” (those who do not worship
God the way they did).
Outside of indigenous people and scholars, few people are
aware of this doctrine and the systematic injustice it has
caused. Whoever writes the history books gets to tell the story
their way. There are many myths, such as the “discovery” of
the U.S., when the American Indians were already inhabiting
this land. The "expansion" to the west was really “ethnic
cleansing.” All the treaties the government broke with the
Indians caused them to fight, and they were considered
savages. Scalping was started with the whites scalping the
Indians, so they could have proof of how many Indians they
killed, and be paid appropriately. We have to stop
perpetuating the myths of history. Charles likened “The Little
Bighorn” to 9/11. Feels different when the shoe’s on the other
foot, doesn’t it?
Many injustices were done to the natives—stealing their land,
the Indian Removal, Trail of Tears, massacres, Indian
boarding schools whose goal was to “Kill the Indian, Save the
Man,” etc. We visited one of those school sites, the Carlisle

Indian School.
When the entire system is corrupt, what does justice look
like? What are Christians to do? Lament and feel the pain.
Look for things to get better, look for hope, and ask God to
show us a way to move forward. To apologize, you need to
know what it's all about. You need to grieve it, and show
empathy.
Dialogue needs to begin, to repair the oppression and racism
of the past and present. Many have been traumatized, and
pass this trauma on to the next generation. We need
conciliation. The big question is: do we want to be just or do
we want to keep the fruits of our injustice? Mark Charles is
looking to form a truth and conciliation commission by 2021,
to start the dialogue. Lee's favorite part was at the
Presbyterian church where the Paxton gang originated and
was led by their pastor, Rev. John Elder. The gang murdered
all but 20 Indians in a local Indian village, in revenge for the
Hostetler family who was murdered by a different tribe. The
20 survivors escaped to Lancaster, and were put in the jail,
for their own safety. The Paxton gang got into the jail and
killed the last 20 Indians. On the tour, when the church's tour
guides talked of this event, they claimed their pastor tried to
stop the Paxton boys, even though their brochure took pride
in their pastor being known as "The Fighting Parson," and
organizer of the Paxton gang. At this point in time, the church
does not want to take responsibility for the Lancaster Jail
Massacre.
________
*Joan and Lee Hallman are members of
West Swamp Mennonite Church. Lee is curator
for the Museum of Indian Culture in Allentown.
The Native American Learning Tour was
organized by Mennonite Central Committee,
East Coast.
See efpjc.ppjr.org for links to more details about this story.
_________________________________

Veterans Day Witting Trees
Peaceful Living and Plains Mennonite Church and are among
the congregations and organizations who partner to hold a
Veteran’s Day witness by hanging 22 sets of dog tags outside
on a tree in a public remembrance of military veterans who
carry the burdens of war, and as acknowledgment that 22
veterans take their own lives each day.
“Welcome Your Neighbors” Yard Signs in Spanish,
English, and Arabic are now starting to appear in
Pennsylvania (originally from Harrisonburg, VA). See
www.facebook.com/welcomeyourneighbors for more
information about the yard signs
If you would be interested in
purchasing signs for yourself
or your congregation, see the
announcement at
http://ja.ppjr.org
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– Mar. 31-Apr. 2, 2017 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– October 27-29, 2017 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2017 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
March 25, 2017 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA. and
April 23, May 28, ...
Monthly protests at Reaper Drone
Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
January 14, 2017 (Thursday, 7:00-9:00pm) Lancaster, PA
“Palestinian Efforts to Achieve Peace with Justice, and
How U.S. Christians Can Help” with Jonathan Kuttab, from
Jerusalem and Washington DC. Kuttab is a leading human rights
lawyer in Israel and Palestine. He was born in West Jerusalem, but
after the Six Day War, his family moved to the United States. After
practicing with a Wall Street law firm for several years, he returned
home to co-found the Palestinian Center for the Study of
Nonviolence, Al-Haq (lawyers and others who assist with human
rights issues), and the Mandela Institute for Political Prisoners. He
is licensed to practice law in Palestine, Israel, and New York, and
serves on the board of The Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology
Center in Jerusalem. All are welcome and an offering will be
received in support of LIPW peace advocacy efforts.
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church, 333 Delp Rd. Lancaster, Pa.
See www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
January 20, 2017 (Friday, 2pm) Allentown, PA
Hijab Solidarity March and Demonstration – Participants of
all faith traditions will wear head scarves as a sign of solidarity with
Muslim women and girls who have been harassed for wearing the
traditional Hijab head covering. The march begins at Resurrected
Life Community Church, 9th & Turner Streets; there will be a rally
at 7th and Hamilton Streets; and the march ends at Grace Episcopal
Church, 5th and Chew Streets. Organized by POWER NE.
See www.facebook.com/powernortheast
February 4, 2017 (Saturday, 9:00 am - 11:00 am) Lancaster
Islamic Republic of Iran Forum with Iran tour participants Dr. Ed
Martin, Jim and Debbie Fine and Joe DiGarbo. Location: Lancaster
Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave, Lancaster, Pa. (Enter via
carport)
See www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
February 20, 2017 (Monday, 7 pm ) Lancaster, PA
The Promise and Challenge of Nonresistance —Turning
the other cheek is a concept Jesus used and is taken to heart by
persons who believe in non-resistance. Throughout the centuries this
belief has remained the bedrock upon which practices of Anabaptist
justice have grown. Titus Peachey, Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz, and
Kevin Ressler will discuss contemporary models of peacemaking.
Blossom Hill Mennonite Church, 333 Delp Rd. Lancaster, Pa. Free

February 10-12, 2017 (Fri. evening-Sunday noon)
Winter Peace Retreat at St. Mary of Providence
retreat center (Elverson, PA - about halfway between Norristown and Lancaster)
Todd Wynward will lead the adult
program “Rewilding the Way: Break
free to follow an untamed God”
There will also be activities for children.
February 9, 2017 (Thursday) Todd Wynward will be
speaking at two events:
– Pastors/Leaders breakfast meeting (Harleysville)
– Plains Mennonite Church, evening program (Lansdale)
For more information, see http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org
Feb 26, 2017 (Sunday, 3-5 pm). Lancaster, PA
Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW) annual meeting.
THEME: The North Dakota Access Pipeline. The presentation
and discussion will focus on the Native American spiritual
grounding surrounding their resistance to the pipeline and their
insistence on protecting their water and air.
Presenters: Mark Clatterbuck PhD.- Native American Indian
Religion Professor at Montclair State University of New Jersy and
co-founder of Lancaster Against Pipelines. Nick Miron- Director of
Social Justice and Advocacy YWCA, Lancaster. Location: TBA
See www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org

Peace Building in Iraq

(continued from page 2)

and whatever they had was shared with all. People slept in
the pews and on the grass of the church gardens.
Many of those, including the Dominican Sisters who made
this exodus died from the stress and the difficulties of the
transition. Eventually they got tents from the United
Nations, and later they were able to do an upgrade to what
they euphemistically call “caravans”–what we would call
metal shipping containers. So families are living – several
families per metal shipping container, obviously no
privacy, obviously they're very hot in the summer, very
cold in the winter, and lots of chances for whatever kind
of disease anyone has, whatever kind of cold or illness or
virus to spread very easily.
In the midst of this, within two weeks the Sisters had two
mobile medical clinics set up. Then they said, this is not
good enough to just be responding with shelter and
medical care. These children need to be in school. They
need the structure of it; they need to be able to continue
their education; so they immediately began setting up
schools. The schools now include peace education; they
have very simple things like peace tables, time for prayer,
for meditation, for art, for music, because everyone is
suffering from PTSD, not just from the current battle with
ISIS, but from the previous decades of war.
____________

See our web page efpjc.ppjr.org for links to related stories
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