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Shalom
Shalom, which appears 397 times in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), is
often translated peace, but it means more than just the absence of conflict.
Shalom implies well-being, wholeness, safety and security, quiet, and rest.
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you shalom.
– Numbers 6:24-26
The Pennsylvania Shalom Conference (Sept. 24-25, in Milroy, PA) was an
ecumenical and interfaith gathering to exchange stories about our peacemaking and justice-doing, through both structured presentations and
informal conversation. Here are just a few of these stories.
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Reflecting on Jesus’ parable that we know as “the good
Samaritan” (Luke 10:25-37), Shane observed that people get
beat up at really inconvenient times. We have to allow ourselves to be
interrupted by injustice. And this moment in history (perpetual Middle East war,
mass incarceration, gun violence, scape-goating poor folks and people of color
...) is an interruption. People are beginning to die. The question is whether or
not we will allow someone else’s suffering to interrupt us – because we love our
routines and our schedules and predictability of our lives; but when you read the
gospels, half of the stories are interruptions. Jesus is on his way somewhere, and
someone's daughter is sick, so he takes a detour. Jesus is on his way somewhere
and people run out of wine at a wedding, So Jesus stops to help a brother out.
One interruption after another, so we need the space for holy interruptions, for
this pain that we're living in right now to interrupt our routines.
I also think that Dr. King has something to offer us when it comes to the story
of the good Samaritan. And that is his beautiful words where he says we're all
called to be the good Samaritan, but that's only an initial act. Eventually, after
we've pulled so many people out of the ditch, we start to say maybe the whole
road to Jericho needs to be re-imagined. That's what this gathering is about; it's
not just about compassion, though it begins there, but it's also about justice;
about what is landing people in the ditch to begin with.
Borderfree Blue Scarves† After Michael Brown's death, we went out to
Ferguson a couple of times, and before we went, we stopped to pick a sunflower
from our garden to take with us to Ferguson, but while we were doing that I got
a message from Afghan Peace Volunteers. They are young people in Afghanistan that are so sick of the violence that they have created a movement now of
young people, and they wear their blue scarves and go into the streets. The blue
scarves represent the one blue sky that connects us all around the world, so that
people all around the world wear blue scarves at protest gatherings. And they
asked me, would you lay a blue scarf at the memorial for Michael Brown? And
we did.
(continued on page 2)
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And what I think is happening is there is a movement of
people who have been deeply oppressed that are feeling each
other's pain, and it is awakening all of us. And so we can
listen and we can see the solidarity that is happening and
connecting the violence we see now to the violence of the
cross.
__________________

† The blue scarves are sewn by Afghan women and girls who are
part of the Afghan Peace Volunteers. They get a small fee for each
scarf they sew, and proceeds from scarves sold internationally go
towards the work of the Borderfree Nonviolence Community Centre
in Kabul, Afghanistan. You could request for or make your own
Borderfree Blue Scarves, and form a Borderfree Community
wherever you are, in solidarity with all in the human family who
hope for a better world! ( see http://ourjourneytosmile.com/blog/
borderfree-nonviolence-community-centre/ )
Bob Moore, Coalition for Peace Action
The Rev. Bob Moore has been Executive
Director of the Coalition for Peace Action
(CPA) almost since it’s founding in
Princeton, New Jersey in 1980. CPA now
works in Pennsylvania as well as New Jersey
This is Bob Moore’s story about a
remarkable public policy victory led by CPA.
In 1990, New Jersey became the second state in the nation to
pass an assault weapons ban. The National Rifle Association
(NRA) was angry when the recently-elected Governor Jim
Florio with a Democratic controlled legislature approved the
ban, and so the NRA pumped a lot of money into the 1991
election (an odd number year election for New Jersey
officials) and they elected a veto-proof majority of NRA
legislators. It didn't look good.
In 1993 the NRA decided that it was going to rescind the New
Jersey assault weapons ban. CPA got engaged because we
said if we're against these weapons of war being trafficked
abroad, then we all ought to also be against them on our own
streets in our own communities.
So the NRA called in its IOU, and in the winter of 1993 they
rescinded the assault weapons ban in a vote in the Assembly
in the middle of the night, literally. They obviously wanted
to do it under the cover of darkness because they knew it
wouldn't be popular in all likelihood, and thank goodness it
wasn't. But how do you take that sentiment of the public and
mobilize it so that it makes a difference in the vote? We had
three weeks until the New Jersey Senate was going to vote,
and essentially we needed to get at least a third of the senators

because they were working on overriding. The Senate had
already voted to rescind the ban, but Governor Florio had
vetoed it, and so now they were trying to override the veto.
We barnstormed the state; we worked day and night,
mobilized the faith community, other sectors, and the vote
took place in March of 1993. And again we needed at least
a third of the senators to not override the veto, and as the
votes started to be recorded, what happened was that not a
single senator voted to override the veto! There were a few
who abstained.
And so you say, well why is that? How could that be changed
so fast? A good insight came from our local paper in an
interview with our local state senator, asking, “You’re a
member of the NRA; why did you not vote to override and get
rid of the assault weapons ban?” He said, “Because I got
2,000 phone calls, and 90% of them said keep the ban.” For
a state legislator, if you get 20 phone calls that's a lot. He got
2,000!
This is an example of the kind of mobilizing and people
power that the Coalition for Peace Action is about. So it's not
about purity or taking the right position on every issue, or
anything like that. It's about helping to inform and mobilize
the conscience of the community and to have people do
simple things like make a phone call. In this case it was only
one state senator in each of the 40 Senate Districts in New
Jersey. So it was just a single phone call that everybody was
being asked to make. It was pre-internet days at that point, I
think, and so it had to be by phone.
Scilla Wahrhaftig, AFSC - Listening Project
Some years ago, as the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq were beginning to take a toll on
American troops, AFSC organized “Eyes
Wide Open” exhibitions – state by state – on
the human cost of the wars, with a pair of
empty boots honoring each U.S. military
casualty, and volunteers who helped to staff
the exhibitions were trained in active listening. Scilla
Wahrhaftig, now retired, who worked in the Pittsburgh office
of American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) tells about
her experience.
When the “Eyes Wide Open” exhibit was set up on Memorial
Day in a Walmart parking lot at Lewistown, PA, the
volunteers were a little bit nervous to put it mildly, as the
SUVs came in with their "Support our Troops" and American
flags. The very first person to see the exhibit stepped out of
an old beat-up truck, wearing a muscle shirt, pretty grubby,
and he came up to the volunteers
(continued on page 4)

#ShutDownBerks County Residential Center
The situation at the Berks County Residential Center
(BCRC) where approximately 30 immigrant mothers and
their children who are seeking asylum are detained,
continues to be unresolved.
In September, one of the mothers, who had been detained
there for more that 400 days with her two teenage
daughters, was hospitalized for gall bladder surgery, but
immediately returned to Berks without nursing care,
relying only on her daughters, and without access to her
prescribed medical diet. After a few days she was finally
released from detention with her two daughters.
There have been interfaith vigils of songs and prayers for
the detainees on Tuesday evening Sept. 6th, and again on
Sunday evening, Oct. 2nd outside the Berks detention
center. The #ShutDownBerks Coalition will be delivering
sign-on letters to Senator Bob Casey and to Governor Tom
Wolf in mid-October asking for immediate enforcement of
the court orders to shut down the BCRC.
_________________

For background and updates on Berks detention center, see the
August issue of Peace & Justice News and efpjc.ppjr.org

Mennonite Central Committee
Pennsylvania Advocacy in Harrisburg
A new Pennsylvania advocacy initiative is beginning
between Mennonite Central Committee East Coast (MCCEC) and the Pennsylvania Council of Churches (PACC).
As MCC’s first step in supporting state-level public policy
advocacy on several issues of significant concern to
Mennonites / Anabaptists, Pennsylvania has been chosen
for an exploratory collaboration between MCC and the
PACC advocacy office.
MCC has provided a one-year grant to PACC to support
advocacy around the issues of criminal justice reform,
education related to the school-to-prison pipeline,
immigration, and gun violence prevention. These are
issues that have already been included in the work of the
PACC Advocacy Office, but the MCC grant has enabled
the hiring of staff member John-Michael CotignolaPickens who now reports to Sandra Strauss, PACC
Director of Advocacy.
John-Michael assisted in
organizing the Shalom Conference that was held in
Milroy, PA, last month. The collaboration also includes
working more closely with Church of the Brethren (COB)
congregations in the Harrisburg area.
The PACC Advocacy Office provides weekly updates on
issues of state (and sometimes federal) issues of interest to
member denominations, and a calendar of workshops and
events around the state sponsored by various organizations.

Prisoners on Strike in 12 States
On September 9th, the 45th anniversary of when prisoners
shut down New York State’s notorious Attica prison,
prisoners in about 12 states (not including Pennsylvania)
went on strike, and there were related events at other
locations organized by the IWW/IWOC (Industrial
Workers of the World/Incarcerated Workers Organizing
Committee).
The 13th amendment to the U.S. Constitution did not
abolish slavery entirely. It states: “Neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.”
After the U.S. Civil War, many Southern states passed
laws that allowed imprisonment of former slaves on almost
trivial charges, and thereby returned them to slave labor.
Today, under the New Jim Crow, many prisons still require
prisoners to work for very low wages (typically between
10¢ and 40¢ per hour) or no wages at all. In some prisons,
anyone who refuses to work may be confined 24 hours a
day or subjected to other forms of abuse or punishment.
Although some prisoners qualify for work that provides
vocational training, many others are assigned to unskilled
labor or housekeeping tasks. Since prisoners can legally
be paid far less than minium wage, industries that use
prison labor at low wages can undercut the prices of
competitors.
As one can imagine, it was not easy to organize a
coordinated strike at many prisons across the country, nor
is it easy to gather accurate information about what has
been happening in all of the prisons affected by strikes, but
it appears that strikes began on Sept. 9th in at least 29
prisons across 12 states involving about 24,000 prisoners,
according to the organizers. Prisoners at each facility
decided what specific demands to make and how long to
continue the strike. Some of the strikes have been met with
lock-downs and other retaliatory action, but most prisons
are not sufficiently staffed to be able to operate for an
extended period of time without prison labor.
For the most part, mainstream
media have ignored what
appears to be the biggest
prison strike in our nation’s
history,
and the nation’s
largest unions – the AFL-CIO
and the SEIU -- have declined
to offer support.
________
See efpjc.ppjr.org for links to more details about this story.

(See http://www.pachurchesadvocacy.org/take-action/ )
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– October 28-30, 2016 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2016 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA

“Introduction to Systemic Racism”
– Nov. 12, 2016 (Saturday, 9am-5pm) Philadelphia, PA
at Germantown Mennonite Church, 21 W. Washington St.
Hosted by Crossroads Antiracism Organizing and Training
Conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect and courageous
space, this workshop is designed to explore racism as a
systemic, institutional problem of power that goes beyond
personal prejudice. Participants will experience first-hand
Crossroads effective methodology for facilitating productive
conversations about race. They will also be introduced to a
strategic methodology that can assist people in effectively
organizing to dismantle racism in their institutions.
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

October 17, 2016 (Monday, 5:00–6:30pm) Lancaster, PA
“Coca: Bolivia’s Community Control of Coca,” with
Linda Farthing who is an independent scholar and journalist,
working in Latin America. She is co-author of three books on
Bolivia. Impasse in Bolivia: Neoliberal Hegemony and Social
Resistance; From the mines to the streets: an activist’s life; and
Evo’s Bolivia: Continuity and Change
In 2009, Bolivia initiated an innovative, non-violent approach to
control coca production. Instituted by Evo Morales’ government
with EU assistance, its harm reduction approach has reduced
confrontation, strengthened communities, and reduced overall coca
production. The result is a program that the Organization of
American States calls a “best practice… (worthy of) replication.”
Location: Druker Humanities Commons, Franklin & Marshall
College, 415 Harrisburg Ave , Lancaster, PA 17603
There is also a detailed report (PDF): “Habeas Coca: Bolivias
Community Coca Control.”
For further information see the events calendar at
www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
December 10, 2016 (Saturday,10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
57th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, PA recalling the journey of Mary and Joseph. Guest
speaker after supper will be Maryann Cusimano Love whose
presentation topic will be “Building a Better Peace.”
See www.peacewalk.org or enclosed flyer.

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
October 29, 2016 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA. and
Nov. 26, Dec. 31. Monthly protests at Reaper Drone Command
Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
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(continued from page 2)

and said, “What the __ is this?“ And a volunteer said, “These
are the boots of the soldiers who have been lost, and shoes of the
Iraqi's.” And the guy said, “I've lost my son in the war.” The
volunteer just said, “Let's go and find his boots.” We always
highlighted the boots from the town, and so there were his son's

boots, and he just stood there for about three or four
minutes and then he just left. The volunteer was listening
with his body. He didn't need to say anything. But he,
and I'm sure the guy were just incredibly impacted. That
day was probably one of the best days that we ever had.
Another time, there was a guy who was going around and
round and round the boots for probably about an entire
hour. We would try to catch people’s eye, and if they were
ready to talk they would come up to us, and some people
didn't want to talk at all. So we waited, and as he came
around I tried to see if I could catch his eye. Eventually,
after about an hour he came up to me, and what he said
was, "These are the lucky ones. I was in the Viet Nam
war, and I would love to be out there with this new pair of
boots. I would love my boots to be there. I’ve had 43
years of torture; I have had enough.”
__________
See our web page efpjc.ppjr.org for links to more details and
resources related to these Shalom Conference stories.

Healing Communities Training (Lancaster area)
Healing Communities, created by the Annie E Casey
Foundation and faith leaders from across the theological
spectrum, is a framework for ministry to persons returning from
or at risk of incarceration, their families, and the larger
community.
Congregations are encouraged to send a small team of 3-5
people to gain awareness and understanding of the issues
surrounding the criminal justice system, explore effective ways
for congregations to minister to those who are impacted, and to
develop an action plan for your own congregation to be a
“Healing Community/Station of Hope”.
Cost is $40 per person or $100 for 3 from same church or
organization, including lunch and resource materials.
Nov. 9, 2016 (Wed., 8:30am-4:00pm) Grandview United
Methodist Church 888 Pleasure Road, Lancaster
Dec. 3, 2016 (Saturday, 8:30am-4:00pm) Lancaster, PA
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 701 North Lime St, Lancaster
For details and registration, see:
http://rmohc-20160414.eventbrite.com/

February 10-12, 2017 (Fri. evening- Sunday noon)
Winter Peace Retreat at St. Mary of Providence retreat
center (Elverson, PA - about half-way between Norristown
and Lancaster)
Todd Wynward will lead the adult
program “Rewilding the Way: Break
free to follow an untamed God”
There will also be activities for children.
For more information, see
http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org
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57th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage
Saturday, December 10, 2016
Walk the Road of Peace
For over 50 years people dedicated to peace have been gathering in
Pennsylvania to walk the 10 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem on the
second Saturday of December. The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the
journey of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk, those who
pass us on the highway, and those who read about the walk, with an
opportunity to consider the true meaning of Christmas. The sight of 200
pilgrims walking with stars and peace signs inspires us to focus on the need
for Peace on Earth. Consider walking with your family and/or friends. If you
are concerned about your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should
know that there are both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.
More than a Walk
Even if you are not able to join the pilgrims, please consider participating
in our related events:
• Christmas Carol singing at the Central Moravian Church steps.
• Simple supper and message from our guest speaker at Christ Church at
Market and Center Streets.

Schedule: Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street,
Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. Buses will transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.
A 10:45 am Buses begin loading at Bechtel Building,
(520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem) to Nazareth
B 12:00
Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C 1:30 pm Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191
just north of Steuben Road
D
2:45
Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between
Oakland Road and Johnson Dr.
E
3:45
Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene,
1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem

F
G

4:45

Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian
Church steps, Main and Church Streets
5:30
Simple supper and program at Christ United
Church of Christ, Market and Center Streets

This year our speaker is Maryann Cusimano Love,Associate Professor
of Politics at Catholic University and an expert on international security and
peacebuilding. She serves on the Core Group for the Department of State's
working group on Religion and Foreign Policy. She has also taught at the
Pentagon and consulted for the National Intelligence Council and UN
working group on Human Trafficking. Her presentation is entitled:
“Building a Better Peace.”
Registration: To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,
please register at www.peacewalk.org and include the names of all people
coming with you. You are welcome to come even if you have not preregistered. (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)
You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate. Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow. For more information, call Rick
Dow at 610-865-5204, or the Lehigh Conference of
Churches, 610-433-6421, or visit our website:

www.peacewalk.org

www.peacewalk.org

