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Where is Justice?
And now the Lord says ...I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’
... saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out’,
to those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’
– Isaiah 49:5-9
I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings
from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good;
seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.

– Isaiah 1:15-17
The high cost of mass incarceration in Pennsylvania
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In Pennsylvania nearly 100,000 people are locked up in jails and prisons, and
another 275,000 people are on parole or probation. Over the past ten years the
state corrections budget has increased by about 58% – to $2.6 billion for
FY2016-17.
The U.S. has the world’s highest incarceration rates, and
Pennsylvania’s rate exceeds the U.S. average; Pennsylvania also has the
nation’s highest parole supervision rate.
In 2012 the Pennsylvania legislature approved justice reinvestment legislation
which, after many years of rapidly growing prison population, has begun to
reduce the number of people in state prisons. This legislation is credited with
saving about $13 million in incarceration costs over the past three years, of
which about $4 million has been “reinvested” in victims services and programs
intended to reduce the number of people entering or returning to prison. While
this year’s reinvestment budget ($9.6 million for FY2016-17) is much higher
than last year, it still represents only 0.35% of the state corrections budget.
Perhaps the most significant outcome of justice reinvestment legislation so far
is a systematic review of Pennsylvania’s criminal justice system this year by the
Justice Reinvestment Working
Group (JRWG) which will issue a
report by year’s end with
recommendations for legislative and
administrative policy changes.
Considering the high cost of keeping
someone in prison or jail (see table
on page 2), justice reinvestment asks
questions such as: Are there better
ways to use the funds that we now
spend on incarceration to assist
crime victims, reduce crime, and
assist people who have been
incarcerated to successfully return
from prison?
(continued on page 2)

Justice Reinvestment

(continued from page 1)

Pennsylvania Punishment: Annual Cost Per Individual
Probation
$1,000
County Intermediate Punishment
$1,300
Drug & Alcohol Restrictive Intermediate Punishment $4,130
County Jail
$24,500
State Prison
$36,500

Evidence-Based Programs
Government agencies and private foundations that fund
programs related to criminal justice now give priority to
“evidence-based” programs, that is programs which have
been evaluated by an independent research group.
There are two national databases of evidence-based
programs: CrimeSolutions.gov, which documents several
hundred programs relating to criminal justice, juvenile
justice, and crime victim services; and the What Works in
Reentry Clearinghouse which evaluates programs related to
reentry after incarceration.
In practice, a program may work well in one community but
not in another because of factors such as leadership style or
details of the program implementation; and there are some
popular programs which have shown little evidence of
achieving their intended outcomes.
For example, Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)
widely used in Pennsylvania schools and in other states
generally has not been effective in curbing drug, alcohol, and
tobacco use; but an enhanced version of the program, called
DARE + PLUS (Play and Learn Under Supervision) shows
more promising results.
How far has Pennsylvania come?
Pennsylvania state prisons
have seen a significant decrease (an 18% drop over four
years) in the number of people
incarcerated for drug-related
crimes, but the number of
people in prison for other
types of offenses has
continued to grow.
And there is still a high racial
disparity in imprisonment
rates in Pennsylvania.
According to the Sentencing
Project, the incarceration rate for Hispanic people is 3.3
times the white/Anglo incarceration rate. The incarceration
rate for Black/African-Americans is 8.9 times the rate for
white folks, and that ratio has changed very little over the
past ten years.
Pennsylvania’s criminal justice system continues to
emphasize punishment, including extended solitary confinement, while restorative practices such as treatment for drug

addiction or vocational training have been a much lower
priority. By contrast, other countries that have a strong focus
on restorative justice have lower crime rates and fewer people
locked up. In Norway, which has a maximum sentence of 21
years, prisons provide comfortable apartments and vocational
training for inmates, and guards who carry no weapons
socialize with the prisoners. Norway's incarceration rate is 75
per 100,000 people, compared to 750 people for every 100,000
people in Pennsylvania; and when criminals in Norway leave
prison, they stay out. Norway has one of the lowest recidivism
rates in the world at 20%, while in Pennsylvania, about 70%
of prisoners are re-arrested or re-incarcerated within five years.

Pennsylvania Justice Reinvestment
The 2012 Pennsylvania justice reinvestment legislation (Act
122 and Act 196) has provisions to:
• Expand the eligibility of intermediate punishment for an
offense involving drugs and alcohol;
• See that parole violators, in most cases, are returned to
community corrections centers rather than a state prison;
• Ban individuals convicted of certain misdemeanors from
being sentenced to state prison;
• Eliminate state inmate pre-release;
• Create a risk-assessment tool for judges to use when
sentencing individuals.

What’s still missing – a short list:*
• address racial and economic bias in arrest, prosecution,
and sentencing practices;
• provide equity in public school funding;
• provide adequate community support for people with
mental disabilities;
• decriminalize drug use and make drug treatment readily
accessible;
• end arrangements with private contractors that allow
them to charge prisoners much more for goods or
services than typical costs outside of prison;
• end contracts that provide incentives to increase the
number of people in prison or under correctional
supervision;
• when redrawing legislative districts, stop counting
people in prison in the districts where they are incarcerated, unless and until they are permitted to vote there.
• the Ferguson Commission report includes 189 “calls to
action,” many of which are relevant to Pennsylvania.
(See www.forwardthroughferguson.org )
___________
*Some of these issues are included in Justice Reinvestment
Working Group conversation, but the primary focus of the JRWG
is improving the efficiency of the existing criminal justice system
rather than the radical systemic changes needed to reduce
incarceration rates at least to the levels that are typical of other
nations with democratically elected governments.
See our web page (efpjc.ppjr.org) for resources related to this story.
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Peace and Justice:
Conference and Congregations

Redistricting Pennsylvania
for Fair Representation‡

The EDC/FMC Peace and Justice Committee has been
without a chairperson for almost two years although several
people have continued to organize the annual winter peace
retreat with some financial support from Eastern District
Conf. (See announcement of the 2017 retreat on page 4).

Every 10 years, after each national census, the Pennsylvania
Legislature redraws the boundaries of our Congressional, state
House and state Senate districts. The original goal of
redistricting was to ensure voting districts remain equal in
population, so that every vote counts.

This spring Franconia Conference leaders made a new
commitment to support peace and justice initiatives within
the conference. Jenifer Eriksen-Morales was assigned to
serve as staff laiason for the Peace and Justice Committee,
with the expectation that financial resources and support
from other staff will also be available to the committee.
Jenifer Eriksen-Morales is working to identify people in our
local congregations who will define the new dual-conference
peace and justice program.

Because of political manipulation of electoral boundaries (by
both major parties), many of Pennsylvania's electoral districts
are no longer competitive. In fact, a growing number of
Pennsylvania candidates now run unopposed.

_________________

Early this year, after a period of discernment through
sermons and book studies, West Philadelphia Mennonite
Fellowship became the first congregation to enter into a
partnership with Redemption Housing, a faith-based
nonprofit that offers support to Philadelphians in transition
from incarceration and homelessness. Redemption Housing
works to guide its residents towards recovery, seeking to
address cycles of recidivism through holistic programming
and healthy relationships. A committee from WPMF meets
together regularly to discuss the congregation’s involvement
with Redemption Housing and plan for ways of advocating
for returning citizens in the church and community
In July, Amy Yoder McGloughlin. pastor of Germantown
Mennonite Church, traveled again to Israel-Palestine for
three weeks with a Christian Peacemaker Teams delegation
– to Hebron and the Aida refugee camp, witnessing the
brutal treatment of Palestinian people by Israeli soldiers and
settlers.
In August, a study group at Germantown MC discussed
Bryan Stevenson’s book Just Mercy which deals with mass
incarceration and related topics.
Fairfield Mennonite Church has sponsored a Palestinian
student from the Gaza Strip; and at Passover they invited the
community to a “Christian Passover meal” (Seder) at the
church, led by a visiting Messianic Jewish couple.
A Sunday School class at Plains Mennonite Church studied
Todd Wynward’s book Rewilding the Way over a 3-month
period; and in June, class participants John and Paula
Stoltzfus took their family on a sabbatical visit to
Wynward’s TiLT community at Taos, NM, and enjoyed
backpacking in the New Mexico wilderness nearby.
TiLT is a Mennonite-inspired social change movement
whose loosely-affiliated members practice creative cultural
resistance ... “to reimagine the good life in America and
walk a wilder and simpler Way, at the crossroads of nature
and scripture.”

The current rules allow politicians to choose their voters,
rather than ensure voters choose their politicians. When
politicians draw the lines to protect incumbents, to favor one
political party, or to dilute the votes of particular citizen
groups, everyone loses. Legislators find themselves listening
more to party leadership than to voters, while voters feel
disenfranchised and lose interest in elections.
Two companion bills to reform Pennsylvania’s partisan
redistricting process have been introduced during the 2015-16
legislative session: SB 484, sponsored by Sen. Lisa Boscola,
a Democrat representing Lehigh and Northampton Counties,
and HB 1835, sponsored by Rep. David Parker, a Republican
representing Monroe County. Both bills have a bipartisan list
of cosponsors, and both bills would amend the Pennsylvania
Constitution to establish an independent citizens redistricting
commission with clear standards to ensure public input and a
fair, non-partisan outcome.
Proposed amendments to the constitution must be passed in
identical form in two separate sessions of the General
Assembly and then be approved by the voters. To be ready for
the 2021 round of redistricting, one of these bills would need
to be passed in the current 2015-16 session and again in
2017-18, but so far this year neither bill has been reported out
of committee (Senate and House State Government
Committees, respectively).
_________________

‡

See www.fairdistrictspa.com for more details.
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– October 28-30, 2016 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2016 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
August 27, 2016 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA. and
Sept. 24, Oct. 29, Nov. 26, Dec. 31. Monthly protests at Reaper
Drone Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
http://www.brandywinepeace.com/events/
September 24-25, 2016 (Sat. 6:00pm – Sun. 4:00pm)
Pennsylvania Shalom Conference — Pennsylvania’s first ever
“Shalom Conference” will be held at The Hartman Center, a UCC
retreat center on 5725 Old US Hwy. 322 in Milroy, PA 17063. We
know that peacemaking work can be lonely work. The Pennsylvania
Council of Churches is hosting this event in hopes of building a
statewide network of peacemakers that will make peacemaking less
lonely. Peacemakers of all types, including those who struggle
against systemic racism, environmental destruction, torture,
domestic violence, gun violence, are all invited to participate in this
conference. Please join us and hear from two prophetic voices in the
peacemaking community:
– Saturday evening: Shane Claiborne, a
founding member of the Simple Way Community in
Philadelphia and author of influential books
Irresistible Revolution and Jesus for President
– Sunday afternoon: Saadia Ahmad, current
McCormack Scholar and Master’s student in Conflict
Resolution at the University of Massachusetts, Boston.
– Registration: $100 (includes food, but bring towels and bedding)
For details and registration, see www.pachurchesladvocacy.org or
contact Sandy Strauss, s.strauss@pachurches.org, 717-545-4761.
October 31–November 4, 2016 (Mon. 8:00am – Fri. 1:00pm)
MCC’s Native American Learning Tour is designed to shed
light on the untold history in Pennsylvania and beyond. It will not
only tell the story of early Native life and settlements in Lancaster
County, but also the Conestoga massacre by the Paxtang Boys, the
successive breaking of treaties and the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School. This painful history has its roots in the Doctrine of
Discovery which allowed European nations to colonize any land not
ruled by Christian rulers, see Native people as less than human, and
their lands as free for the taking.
The five-day tour, organized by Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) East Coast and Circle Legacy Center, will include daily trips
from the MCC Welcoming Place, 21 South 12th Street, in Akron,
Pa., to destinations in central Pennsylvania and Washington, DC.
Those who are unable to participate in the entire tour are welcome
to register only for Day One (October 31), which will include the
theology and ideology which shaped European exceptionalism and

the Doctrine of Discovery. We also will participate in the Loss of
Turtle Island blanket exercise as a way of understanding the loss of
Native lands and rights in the United States.
The registration deadline is September 30. For more
information, contact Curtis Book, MCC East Coast Peace and
Justice Coordinator, at CurtisBook@mcc.org or 215-316-6528.
Cost: Day One only: $30 (includes lunch)
Five Day Learning Tour: $350 (includes overnight accommodations at the Welcoming Place and transportation for daily field
trips). For additional details, see the tour website:
mcc.org/get-involved/events/mcc-native-american-learning-tour
February 10-12, 2017 (Fri. evening- Sunday noon)
Winter Peace Retreat at St. Mary of Providence
retreat center (Elverson, PA - about half-way between
Norristown and Lancaster)
Todd Wynward will lead the adult
program “Rewilding the Way: Break
free to follow an untamed God”
There will also be activities for children.
For more information, see
http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org

Hunger Strike at Berks Detention Center
Although Berks County Detention Center was ordered
closed last fall by a Federal District Court, and its license
was revoked by the Pennsylvania Department of Human
Services when it expired in February, the facility
(officially known as the Berks County Residential Center,
BCRC) continues to detain immigrant families.
On Monday, August 8, 22 of the 32 mothers inside BCRC
launched a hunger strike demanding their immediate
release from detention. Their strike began just two days
after Jeh Johnson, Secretary of The Department of
Homeland Security, said during a press briefing, “What
we've been doing is ensuring the average length of stay at
these (family detention) facilities is 20 days or less.”
A letter from the striking mothers (in Spanish and
translated to English) disputes Johnson’s claim: “We ...
have been from 270 days to 365 days in detention with
children ages 2 to 16 years old, ... knowing that we have
prior traumas from our countries, risking our own lives
and that of our children on the way until we arrived here,
having family and friends who would be responsible for
us and who are waiting for us with open arms and [yet]
immigration refuses to let us out.”
The letter adds that on many occasions their children have
contemplated suicide from desperation of being confined
there. “We are desperate and we have decided that we will
get out alive or dead. If it is necessary to sacrifice our
lives so that our children can have freedom: we will do it.”
_______________

For more details, see www.vamosjuntos.org/Shut-Down-Berks
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