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Now the Lord said to Abram, ... I will make of you a great nation ... in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
– Genesis 12:1-3
... And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
– Micah 6:8
For many years the United States has given uncritical support to the State of
Israel in the form of massive military and economic aid which ironically is
leading Israel on a path to self-destruction. God’s covenant with Abram is
conditional, and the words of the prophets made clear what is also becoming
self-evident today: For those who love Israel there is really only one solution
to Israel’s survival, and that is to encourage Israel to become a just state that
seeks the welfare of Israel’s Palestinian neighbors. Any other path leads to
Israel’s doom. Either it will cease to be a Jewish state or its soul will be
destroyed by becoming an apartheid state.
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The 2016 Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake, led by Andrew Bush, included conversation
(by Skype) with Nashat Filemon, about the history of the Palestinian people, daily
life for Palestinians under the current Israeli occupation, and prospects for peace
in Israel-Palestine. Nashat is a Christian in the Armenian tradition, and because
his family was in Jerusalem in 1948 he had a Jerusalem ID card. He has become
an Israeli citizen, so he is both a Palestinian and an Israeli citizen now. Nashat
is National Director of the Palestinian Bible Society and the University Bible Society
Regional Coordinator of North Africa. Here are Nashat’s comments in response to
questions from Andrew Bush.

How do you respond to the accusation often made that there is no such
thing as Palestinian people – that they are really just Arabs?
Palestinians are an ancient people; the
rulers and governors have changed many
times but the people have remained here.
People who were here before the 1948
establishment of the State of Israel were all
called Palestinians -- Jews, Christians, and
Muslims – so the country was here, the
nation was here.
What does the Israeli occupation of the West Bank mean to Palestinians?
Occupation is taking something that doesn't belong to you and using it for your
benefit. What is happening here is that the land that legally belongs to
Palestinians according to United Nations resolutions has been taken by the
Israelis. Practically this means so many things in my daily life. Movement, for
example, going from one city to another city -- that's almost a mission impossible
on certain days within the West Bank -- and mind you this is between a West
Bank city to another West Bank city, there are so many borders, so many
checkpoints, and so many delays. For example, today I was coming from
Jerusalem, and then I crossed the border and I came to Ramalla. I had to go
through a checkpoint, and I had to wait in line for almost an hour.
(continued on page 2)

Israel-Palestine: Learning ... (continued from page 1)
Nashat and his wife Nisreen
One of the main ways that the occupation affects me
personally is my marriage. We have been married for ten
years, and as soon as we got married in 2006 we realized
that Israeli law doesn't allow us to live together at one place.
We wanted to live in the West Bank. Israeli law does not
allow me, as a Jerusalem resident to live in the West Bank;
I have to live in Jerusalem. My wife didn’t have a permit to
live in Jerusalem. She was born in Jerusalem, but because
she was physically in the West Bank when Israel took over
the West Bank she has a West Bank ID.
For the first year life was almost impossible for us, so we
decided to go somewhere else – actually to the United States
and Eastern University. It was a wonderful experience, but
at the same time that was the result of a very unfair situation.
I was not able to live in the place where I was born. After
a year when we went back the law was changed, and we
were able to get a permit for my wife to live in Jerusalem,
but this permit does not allow her to drive, does not allow
her to work, does not allow her to travel via the Ben Gurion
airport, does not allow her to go through checkpoints with
her husband. At most of the checkpoints she has to get out
of the car and walk and be security checked – physically
checked – and then meet me at the other side.
The Oslo peace accords, signed in 1995, divided the West
Bank land into three categories: A, B, and C. The Palestinian
Authority, an interim Palestinian government established by
the Oslo Accords, was designated to have exclusive control
over both security-related and civilian issues in Palestinian
urban areas (referred to as "Area A") and only civilian
control over Palestinian rural areas ("Area B"). The
remainder of the territories, including Israeli settlements, the
Jordan Valley region and bypass roads between Palestinian
communities, were to remain as occupied territories entirely
under Israeli control ("Area C") . “Area C,” which covers
about 64% of West Bank land, contains most of the West
Bank’s natural resources and open spaces, while Palestinians
are confined to the remaining patches of land. In practice,
Israeli security can at any time even come into a city in Area
A and take over control from the Palestinian Authority.
What is a realistic political solution for Israel-Palestine?
The one state solution was a golden opportunity a long time
ago. The kind of one state solution that I think would have
worked would be that all citizens of that country–whatever
you want to call it–should be equal, equal in their rights.

Those Palestinians who
were born here and that
lived here for ages should
be treated equally to those
Jews who came from the
Ukraine or Eastern Europe,
with full rights to all of the
nation. That's the one state
solution that I believe in. I
think this is gone,
unfortunately.
Two state solution? I
think this is also gone; it's
not an option anymore.
Why? Because what we
see on the ground shows
that nobody is working to
make this possible. We
have more than 300 Israeli
settle-ments and 500,000
settlers living in the West
Bank. These settlers are
taking all of the resources
there – water and land –
stolen from the
Palestinians and given to
the Israeli settlers who don't believe in the rule of law and tend
to become a government by themselves.
Last summer a
Palestinian family of four was set on fire when settlers threw
a Molotov bomb at their home, and an 18-month-old child was
killed.2 So those options are not high possibilities.
Bi-National Alternative:
I believe the best solution would be two states. Two states, but
without walls. Two states with bridges, with open gates,
respect, with access, and with joint economy, joint business,
and joint development. Israelis would be able to come to
Ramalla and shop, and Palestinians would be able to go to Tel
Aviv and also shop.
(continued on page 4)
____________
1. This report is based primarily on the Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Feb. 12-14, 2016, with Andrew Bush,. See additional resources
related to the retreat at http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org/#resource .
2. Although Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu condemned
the attack, he has generally encouraged the building of more
settlements; and former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was
assassinated in 1995, at the end of a rally in support of the Oslo
Accords in Tel Aviv. The assassin, Yigal Amir, was an Israeli ultranationalist strenuously opposed Rabin's peace initiative and
particularly the signing of the Oslo Accords.

Climate Disruption: A Moral Issue3

Climate Change Basics

Reports prepared for the Paris UN Climate Conference in
November 2015 included ominous warnings:
* Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since
the 1950s, many of the observed changes are unprecedented
over decades to millennia.
* Atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have increased to levels unprecedented in
at least the last 800,000 years.
* Human influence on the climate system is clear.

To limit earth’s average global temperature rise to no more
than 1.5 oC will require that the entire world be carbon neutral
by about 2045; or to limit the rise to 2.0 oC, to be carbon
neutral by about 2060 to 2075. That means replacing all fossil
fuels (coal, oil, & natural gas) used for electric generation,
heating,
and
transportation with renewable energy sources
(such as wind and solar)
as well as eliminating
other sources of
greenhouse gases in
agriculture and industrial processes. And
perhaps it will require
invention of new technologies to remove
carbon from the
atmosphere as well.

So how much do we need to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions (GHG)? The whole world now agrees,
including the Saudis, Iranians, and Iraqis who along with the
United States, Canada, and Australia have been the holdouts
for 25 years – all agree now that the world has to be carbon
neutral by sometime by the second half of this century; and
144 of the 195 nations participating in the Climate
Conference in Paris were saying, “we are harmed a lot by
even a 1.5°C rise” – particularly parts of the world that are
drought prone, parts of the world that depend upon glaciers
for water, places that are barely above sea level now, and
especially the developing states; and so they convinced the
rest of the world to try to limit the warming to 1.5° C, even
though it will be very challenging to achieve.
The questions we face today are moral and political
questions. Scientists now understand climate change well
enough to evaluate the implications of particular policy
choices, and even corporations such as Exxon (now ExxonMobile) that have engaged in major disinformation
campaigns about climate change have long understood the
basic science and implications of our addiction to fossil
fuels, but have chosen to prioritize short term profits over
long term public welfare. The atmospheric concentration of
greenhouse gases is a moral problem, not a scientific
problem, because it implicitly involves decisions about
whom policy makers are willing to sacrifice and what misery
one country is willing to impose on others.
There are two moral questions which nations must answer:
• First, what is the target we are trying to achieve?
– for example, to limit global warming to 1.5° C
• Second, what is our country’s fair share?
– we know about how much each country has already
contributed to atmospheric greenhouse gases (GHG), and we
know the additional amount of global greenhouse gas
emissions it will take to cause a 1.5° C rise. What, then, is
our fair share of that remaining total? And what are the
consequences (local and global, moral and political) if we
continue to dump more GHG than our fair share into the
atmosphere?

________
3.The primary source of this report is a presentation by Don Brown
at the Feb. 15, 2015, Interfaith Climate Advocacy Training at
Allentown, PA. See ethicsandclimate.org for further discussion of
moral issues, and efpjc.ppjr.org for other climate change resources.

A recent U.N. report4 finds
that over the last 20 years, 4.1
billion people have been
injured in extreme weather
events—floods, ice storms,
tornados, hurricanes,
typhoons, heat waves, and
droughts—that are proliferating as the climate warms.
The five countries hit by the
highest number of disasters
are the United States, China,
India, Philippines, and
Indonesia, and the report adds that the toll of extreme weather
events will keep climbing steeply in the years ahead.
China’s greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) are now almost
double those of the United States; however, US per capita
emissions are still much
higher than China’s, and
our total GHG emissions
since 1970 exceed those
of every other country,
including China. Until
the U.S. commits to substantially reducing per
capita GHG, it will be
very difficult to persuade
developing countries,
including China and
India, to do so.
(continued on page 4)

_______
4. “The Human Cost of Weather Related Disasters” (UN, 2015)
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Israel-Palestine ...

(continued from page 2)

Israel and Jordan. For example, in October 1994, Israel
signed a peace agreement with Jordan, negotiated by
Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Jordan’s King
Hussein. As a result of that agreement, there are open
borders between Israel and Jordan – so that Israelis can
drive their own cars from Tel Aviv to Amman, Jordan. To
this day there is also another nation in Jordan. About 60%
of the people in Jordan are of Palestinians origin, and
because of this peace agreement there are so many
factories inside Jordan, and there are so many services that
have been outsourced to Jordan.

Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 1-3, 2016
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– October 28-30, 2016 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2016 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
March 11, 2016 (Friday, 4-5pm) Philadelphia, PA.
“Philly Anti-War ‘Reach Out’ to Stop the Drone War
Command Center in Horsham, PA”
Location: 30th St. Train Station, NE corner 3oth & Market Sts.
March 26, 2016 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA
and April 30, May 28. Monthly protests at Reaper Drone
Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
June 24-25, 2016 (tentative) Friday afternoon and Saturday.
“Our Faithful Witness: Voting for Security and Peace in a
Drone-Prone World” This conference would follow the
Pennsylvania primary election (April 26, 2016) and focus on
equipping churches, mosques and synagogues to witness
faithfully to humanity’s God-inspired longings for nonviolence
and peace as our militarized society prepares to vote in the
November 8, 2016 elections.
Location (tentative): Christopher Dock H.S., Lansdale, PA
April 15-18, 2016 (Fri. evening – Mon.) Washington, DC area
Ecumenical Advocacy Days “Lift Every Voice! – Racism,
Class & Power.” Workshops on U.S. domestic issues, ecojustice,
Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa, Asia-Pacific, and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. See
www.advocacydays.org
April 23, 2016 (Sat. 8:30am-3:30pm) Allentown, PA
“Survive and Thrive” Lehigh Conf. of Churches advocacy event
in partnership with Bread for the World.
Workshop topics (in plenary and breakout sessions), will include
• The Child Nutrition Act
• United Nations initiative to end extreme poverty
• Maternal and Child nutrition
• Mass Incarceration: Restoring Justice
• Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council
• Buy Fresh, Buy Local
• Advocacy basics and the "Offering of Letters"
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 3231 Tilghman St., Allentown.
For details, see bread.ppjr.org.
May 1, 2016 (Sunday) - Philadelphia Interfaith Peace Walk
“Emerging Leaders' Voices
for Peace and Justice”
For details, see
www.interfaithpeacewalk.org
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Imagine what would happen if the Palestinian conflict
could be resolved; imagine how much wealth, tourism,
and development of the economy there could be to the
benefit of both sides. Everybody would live much better
than they do now; and people here in the Palestinian
Territories would not need to worry about putting bread on
the table. At the end of the day they don't need to commit
suicide; they don't need to join fundamentalist parties in
order to make sure that their children are getting food at
the table.
Now is a critical moment in history when a peace
settlement in Israel-Palestine could help to build peace
throughout the Middle East.

Climate Change Basics – PENNSYLVANIA
(continued from page 3)
Pennsylvania ranks third (after Texas and California)
among U.S. states that produce the highest greenhouse gas
emissions (GHG). In fact, Pennsylvania’s GHG exceeds
that of at least 80% of the world’s countries.
Coal fired power plants are a major contributor, but with
the current low cost of oil and natural gas some of those
coal plants are being replaced with natural gas.5 That will
lead to substantially lower carbon emissions in the short
term, but it’s still not enough.
In 2008 the PA General Assembly approved the
Pennsylvania Climate Change Act (Act 70), which
directed the state Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) to conduct a study of the potential impacts of
global climate change on Pennsylvania over the next
century. A report was published in 2009, and a second
update released last summer which projects that by 2050
temperatures will rise by 3oC, so that Philadelphia will
have the climate of Richmond, VA, and Pittsburgh will
have the climate of Washington, D.C. Thus any animal or
plant species that wants to remain in the same climate
zone needs to be migrating northward about 80 feet a day.
__________
5. See the interactive map of power plants and industrial waste
facilities in Pennsylvania (dirty, non-renewable, and clean
energy) at www.energyjustice.net/map/Pennsylvania

