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Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love
God whom they have not seen.
– I John 4:20
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Conversely, those who work for justice and peace recognize the necessity
of bringing people together across the artificial boundaries that divide us
and to look instead for the values that we hold in common and the things
that we can do together for our mutual benefit.
Thus it is that POWER* brings together people of diverse identities and
abilities – Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Anglo, Black, Hispanic,
LGBTQ and straight, school dropouts and PhDs, .... people of faith and
people with no particular religious affiliation – to build a community that
works for the good of all people, even those with whom we vehemently
disagree.

POWER and POWER NE*
Building Community & Working for Justice Across our Boundaries
Several Mennonite churches in Philadelphia and Allentown are among the
congregations which partner with POWER, “intentionally bringing people
together across the lines of race, faith, income level and neighborhood--lines
which have historically kept our cities divided. We are people of faith committed
to the work of bringing about justice here and now, in our city and our region.”
Allentown School District (ASD) - confronting systemic racism
For some time POWER NE has been engaging the Allentown School District
Board of Directors and Superintendent in addressing systemic racism within the
school district. More than 80% of ASD students are Hispanic or African
American, yet teachers and school administrators are predominately White.
During the 2012-13 school year, ASD had the highest dropout rate of any school
district in Pennsylvania (5.72%), and only 62.2% of high school graduates were
going on to post-secondary education. When the Pennsylvania Department of
Education posted 2013-14 school performance ratings, both ASD high schools
and some of the other district schools received failing grades (even before the
cutover to the Pennsylvania Common Core standards testing). There are also
significant differences in academic achievement
between White and non-White students.
With the support of POWER, Allentown residents
have been speaking out at ASD Board meetings,
citing examples of racial bias against minority
students and staff members. For example, Jose
Rosado, who
(continued on page 2)
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* POWER: “Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower and Rebuild, ” and
POWER NE, based in Allentown: “Pennsylvanians Organized to Witness, Empower and
Rebuild (Northeast)” are Pennsylvania affiliates of the PICO National Network,
www.piconetwork.org
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last year was removed from his job as director of alternative
education for the ASD, filed a federal lawsuit against the
district, accusing officials of retaliation when he raised
concerns that minority students were being sent to the
alternative education program as disruptive students, despite
failing to meet standards required for transfer.
POWER leaders have met privately with the ASD
Superintendent and key Board members to try to negotiate
new practices that will begin to address systemic racism in
the District – starting with basic anti-racism training for
school board members and senior staff members.
Phoebe Ministries - employees facing pay cuts
POWER NE is now in conversation with workers employed
by Phoebe Ministries which operates 12 retirement and
nursing homes in Pennsylvania, two of them (Allentown and
Berks) with union workers represented by SEIU. This fall
when SEIU began contract negotiations with the company,
Phoebe management shocked workers by proposing a pay
cut of about $5 per hour for many of the employees while
hiking employees' health insurance contributions.
The current labor contract expired on October 31st and
negotiations are still continuing, but on October 19th the
company brought five busloads of possible replacement
workers to Phoebe’s Allentown facility to fill out
employment applications and for drug testing – evidently to
prepare for a possible strike.
Union workers have noted that Phoebe managers currently
make six-figure salaries. Scott Stevenson, Phoebe’s CEO
and President, was paid about $750,000 in 2013.
Phoebe Ministries has had a reputation for high quality care
in contrast to other homes in the area because employees
have experienced better than average compensation and
working conditions. Thus there are many long-term
employees who have enjoyed working at Phoebe. POWER
hopes to help publicize the effects of the proposed pay cuts,
so that families of Phoebe residents understand the
implications of paying some employees less than a living
wage.
Workers’ concerns are well-founded since a new report from
the Keystone Research Center notes that Pennsylvania’s
nursing home industry employs nearly 15,000 workers who
must rely on public assistance to make ends meet This
number represents nearly one in six nursing home workers.
Fifty-two percent of Pennsylvania nursing home workers
surveyed said they cannot support their families on the
wages they earn.
Phoebe workers plan to hold informational pickets at Phoebe
Allentown and Phoebe Berks on the afternoon of Nov. 10th,
and then join a rally with POWER focused on raising the
minimum wage to $15/hour.
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Veterans for Peace and Our Legacy of War
Veterans for Peace (VFP), with Pennsylvania Chapters in
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and the Lehigh Valley, is focused
on exposing the real costs of war and militarism, advocacy
for fair treatment of people who have served in U.S. armed
forces, and public policy advocacy on issues related to U.S.
military policy. VFP also provides critical analysis of
military-related issues that are rarely mentioned, or
superficially covered by mainstream media.
November 11: “Veterans Day” or “Armistice Day”?
For some time, Veterans For Peace chapters have celebrated
Armistice Day (rather than “Veterans Day”) on November
11, reclaiming the original intention of that day – a
worldwide call for peace that was spurred by universal
revulsion at the huge slaughter of World War One. In
Canada and the United Kingdom, this day is known as
Remembrance Day. On November 11
many VFP chapters ring bells, and ask
local churches to do the same, at the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of
the eleventh month, as was done at the
end of World War One.
After World War II, the U.S. Congress decided to re-brand
November 11 as Veterans Day. Who could speak against
that? But honoring the warrior quickly morphed into
honoring the military and glorifying war. Armistice Day
was flipped from a day for peace into a day for displays of
militarism.
A Witting Tree at Salford MC
Following Sunday school classes
at Salford Mennonite Church on
November 8, members of the
Justice and Peace Team will
hang 22 dog tags on a Witting
Tree on the church property to
represent the 22 vets who take
their lives each day in the U.S.
Witting (adjective) – done in full awareness or consciousness; deliberate – (of a person) conscious or aware of the
full facts of a situation.
Veterans make up just 7% of the general population but
account for 20% of all suicides. Female veterans are 6
times as likely to commit suicide as their civilian
counterparts. They are 12 times as likely if they fall
between the ages of 19-29.
In 2012, 295 service members died in combat in
Afghanistan, while 349 active duty service members
committed suicide that same year. The Department of
Defense Suicide Event Report (SER) for 2014 found that
50% of active duty suicide victims have never deployed
outside the United States let alone been to combat.

Congregational Follow-Up to MC-USA Resolution on Israel-Palestine Peacemaking
The closing delegate session of Mennonite Church USA
convention in Kansas City this summer adopted a “statement of support for our Palestinian and Israeli partners in
peacemaking” which commits delegates, over the next two
years, to strive “to understand more fully the social,
economic, and political context in which you [Palestinian and
Israeli partners] live, work, and pray; to reflect on our own
theological and political understandings of the land of
Israel-Palestine; and to discern ways we can seek a more
just future for all peoples of Israel and Palestine.”
Here is what some of our congregations are doing.
Preston Bush, a social studies and Bible teacher at
Christopher Dock H.S., was a participant on an MC
USA/MCC “Come and See” tour of Israel and Palestine
during his sabbatical last April. After the tour he was able to
spend another 22 days in the month of May traveling in the
country by himself.
Preston will lead a series of Sunday classes on the IsraelPalestine conflict at Salford Mennonite Church later this
year, and he plans to organize an FMC/EDC working group
to promote better understanding of the situation and support
international peace building efforts, in response to the MCUSA resolution above.†

Steadfast Hope: A Christian-Jewish Exploration of
the Struggle for a Just Peace in Israel-Palestine
Germantown Mennonite Church and the Tikkun Olam
Chavurah and in partnership with Christian-Jewish Allies of
Greater Philadelphia have been holding a 7-week course on
the history and current realities in Israel-Palestine-–
Wednesday evenings in October and November.
The course uses a comprehensive general curriculum titled
Steadfast Hope created by the Israel-Palestine Mission
Network of the Presbyterian Church, and supplementary
materials are included so that the course is user-friendly to
secular people as well as people of all faiths.
Steadfast Hope is a social justice curriculum based on a
framework of human rights and international law as the basis
of justice for Israelis and Palestinians. The course illuminates
the Palestinian narrative so often missing from U.S.
discourse.
A collaborative team of Christian and Jewish adult educators,
all members of Christian-Jewish Allies with significant prior
experience teaching this course, will teach each session.
The teaching team would welcome the opportunity to offer
the same classes at other locations in the Philadelphia area.

___________________________

The Israel-Palestine conflict is also the focus of Sunday
school classes at West Swamp Mennonite Church during
November.
________________

† To join the effort, or for more information contact Preston F.
Bush, email: pfbush@dockhs.org .

Immigration: Family Detention Centers
The Fight to Shut Down Berks is Not Over
As we reported in September, a Federal District Court
judge ordered the closure by October 23rd of the three
U.S. facilities that hold immigrant families facing
deportation – Berks County Family Detention Center at
Leesport, PA, and two others in Texas.
On October 22nd, Ted Dallas, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS), issued a
statement acknowledging some of the inhumane
conditions at the center and pledged to revoke the license
in February. DHS has confirmed what immigrant rights
organizations have been saying – that Berks has violated
the human rights of families, including medical neglect of
children and parents, labor abuses, and the rape of a 19
year old by a guard.
The Shut Down Berks Campaign says there is no need to
wait. “We need to be clear; acknowledging the prison
should not operate is step one, but now we need him to
revoke the license immediately.”
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FCC Imposes New Limits on
Prison Phone Charges
Last month we reported on the high phone charges that
prisoners in Pennsylvania’s county jails have been paying for
local calls. Now that’s changing. On October 22, the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) voted to impose
new limits on what prisons can charge for local and in-state
phone calls.
• New caps reduce the average rates for the vast majority of
inmate calls substantially, from $2.96 to no more than $1.65
for a 15-minute intrastate call for most calls, and from $3.15
to no more than $1.65 for most 15-minute interstate calls.
• A tiered rate structure accounts for the relatively higher costs
ICS providers face in serving jails (especially small jails) as
opposed to state and federal prisons. The rate caps are as
follows:
• 11 cents/minute for debit and prepaid calls in state or federal
prisons. Approximately 71% of inmates reside in state or
federal prisons
• 14 cents/minute for debit and prepaid calls in jails with
1,000 or more inmates. Approximately 85% of inmates reside
in institutions with populations exceeding 1,000
• 16 cents /minute for debit and prepaid calls in jails with
350-999 inmates.
• 22 cents /minute for debit and prepaid calls in jails of up to
349 inmates.
Rates for collect calls are slightly higher in the first year
and will be phased down to these caps over a two-year
transition period.

Nov. 22, 2015 (Sunday, 12:30 to 5pm) Philadelphia
Teach-In: From Punitive to Restorative
Justice - “The Job’s the Thing” Speakers
from local unions and state agencies will discuss
creating jobs for formerly incarcerated people.
Workshops:
• Punitive to Restorative Justice - past practice & current trends
• Economic Security - Union apprenticeships and entrepreneurs
• Judicial Equity - alternatives to incarceration, changing laws
Location: Unitarian Socity of Germantown, 6511 Lincoln Dr.,
Philadelphia. Light lunch provided, donations accepted; parking
behind bldg. RSVP by Nov.15: email: TeachIn@usguu.org or
phone: 215-848-4623 or http://usguu.org/teachin-registration

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 1-3, 2016
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– October 28-30, 2016 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2016 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
Nov. 28, 2015 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
and Dec. 26. Monthly protests at Reaper Drone Command
Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/

Dec. 12, 2015 (Saturday,10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
56th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA recalling the journey of
Mary and Joseph. Guest speaker after supper will
be Shane Claiborne whose presentation topic
will be
“Tearing Down the Walls.”
See www.peacewalk.org or enclosed flyer.

Pennsylvania State Budget Roundtables
As the Pennsylvania budget stalemate continues in Harrisburg
there will a series of meetings around the state to discuss budget
issues
MONTGOMERY COUNTY: Thursday, Nov. 12, 10--11:30 am

Round Table Public Meeting
Arc Alliance, Eagleville Office, 3075 Ridge Pike, Eagleville
STATE CAPITOL:

Monday , Nov. 16, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm

Education Budget Action Day (Organized by PCCY) –
Capitol Building, Harrisburg
Details are available at http://www.pccy.org/event/5737/
– includes registration and transportation from Philadelphia.
CHESTER COUNTY:

Monday, Nov. 16, 3:00 to 4:00 pm

Round Table Public Meeting – The Arc of Chester County,
900 Lawrence Drive, West Chester
STATE CAPITOL: Tuesday , Nov. 17, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm

Human Services Budget Action Day
(Organized by The Alliance of Community Service Providers) –
Capitol Building, Harrisburg
DELAWARE COUNTY: Wednesday, Nov. 18

[TBA]

Round Table Public Meeting [TENTATIVE]
The Centre @ 7200, 7200 Chestnut Street, Upper Darby
LEHIGH VALLEY: Thursday, Nov. 19, 10:00 to 11:00 am

Round Table Public Meeting
Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living, 713 N. 13th
Street, Allentown
November 7, 2015 (Saturday, 8:30am-1pm) Allentown, PA
“Stand Up to Bullies” Plenary and workshop topics include:
• Domestic Violence • Gun Violence •
• Human Trafficking • Systemic Racism and
School-to-Prison Pipeline
Location: First Presbyterian Church, Allentown
For details and registration, see: http://bullies.ppjr.org
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Feb. 12-14, 2016 Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Andrew Bush will lead the adult program,
“Learning from the Least: Reflections on a
Peace Journey with Palestinian Christians.”
There will also be activities for children up to age
12, led by Patricia and Mike Hedrick.
For details and registration see peaceretreat.ppjr.org ; or to
request a printed copy of the retreat flyer and registration form,
contact Carolynn Boyd, by email: fcboyd@verizon.net or
phone: 610-489-9084.
The retreat organizing committee is exploring the possibility of
moving the 2017 Peace Retreat to another location to reduce the
cost and make it more accessible to people in Philadelphia and
vicinity.
April 15-18, 2016 (Fri. evening – Mon.) Washington, DC area
Ecumenical Advocacy Days “Lift Every Voice! – Racism,
Class & Power.” Workshops on U.S. domestic issues, ecojustice,
Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa, Asia-Pacific, and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. See
www.advocacydays.org

Resources – Syria - war and refugee crisis
As refugees continue to stream out of Syria, you are not
alone if you’re not clear about what is going on in Syria.
A brief tutorial commentary, “Syria: Seven War in One”
by Jonathan Kuttab, Esq. provides an overview of the
complex conflict. See
http://lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/2015/10/05/
syria-seven-war-in-one/
Also the MCC Washington Memo, Spring 2014,
is another helpful resource on U.S. policy
towards Syria and refugee resettlement:
http://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/docum
ents/washingtonmemospring-summer2014.pdf

56th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage

Schedule: Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street,
Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. Buses will transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.

Saturday, December 12, 2015
Walk the Road of Peace
For over 50 years people dedicated to peace have been gathering in
Pennsylvania to walk the 10 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem on the
second Saturday of December. The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the
journey of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk, those who
pass us on the highway, and those who read about the walk, with an
opportunity to consider the true meaning of Christmas. The sight of 200
pilgrims walking with stars and peace signs inspires us to focus on the need
for Peace on Earth. Consider walking with your family and/or friends. If you
are concerned about your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should
know that there are both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.
More than a Walk
Even if you are not able to join the pilgrims, please consider participating
in our related events:
• Christmas Carol singing at the Central Moravian Church steps.
• Simple supper and message from our guest speaker at Christ Church at
Market and Center Streets.

A 10:45 am Buses begin loading at Bechtel Building,
(520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem) to Nazareth
B 12:00
Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C 1:30 pm Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191
just north of Steuben Road
D
2:45
Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between
Oakland Road and Johnson Dr.
E
3:45
Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene,
1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem

F
G

4:45

Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian
Church steps, Main and Church Streets
5:30
Simple supper and program at Christ United
Church of Christ, Market and Center Streets

This year our speaker is Shane Claiborne, founder and board member of
The Simple Way, a faith community in inner city Philadelphia that has
helped birth and connect radical faith communities around the world – from
the streets of Calcutta where he worked with Mother Teresa to the wealthy
suburbs of Chicago where he served at the influential megachurch Willow
Creek. His presentation is entitled: “Tearing Down the Walls.”
Registration: To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,
please register at www.peacewalk.org and include the names of all people
coming with you. You are welcome to come even if you have not preregistered. (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)
You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate. Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow. Persons desiring overnight lodging or for more
information, call Rick Dow at 610-865-5204, or The
Lehigh Conference of Churches at 610-433-6421, or
visit our website: www.peacewalk.org

www.peacewalk.org

