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Crime and Accountability
Early in the morning [Jesus] came again to the temple. ... The scribes and
the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and
making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman
was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ ...When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let anyone
among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’...

– John 8:2-7ff
For the woman caught in adultery, there is curiously no mention of her
partner in crime. How often do we pass judgement on someone else while
excusing our own complicity in inappropriate behavior?
Our culture holds individuals accountable for bad behavior, even when it
results from mental disability or various forms of victimization (e.g., girls
forced into sex trafficking) or behavior that is the inevitable outcome of our
public policies and community practices (e.g., the “school to prison
pipeline”). The rapid growth of the U.S. prison population that began in the
1970s and propelled the U.S. to become the world’s leading jailer reminds
us that much of what is called “criminal justice” has little in common with
the biblical concept of justice, that is “distributive justice,” which invites
everyone to share in the abundant fruits of God’s creation.

In Chains We Trust: Mass Incarceration in Pennsylvania
This story is in part a report on the Sept. 25th teach-in on Mass Incarceration organized
by the Lancaster County Re-Entry Management Organization (RMO), a collaborative
group of over 50 Lancaster County organizations to provide support and services for
returning citizens.

In response to increasing public discussion about our broken prison system, there
are some signs of change – but much more yet to be done:
• In Congress a bipartisan group of senators led by Chuck Grassley (R) and
Dick Durban (D) have just introduced a bill1 that would make modest changes
to US criminal justice law, such as scaling-back (but not yet eliminating)
mandatory minimum sentences.
• John Wetzel, Pennsylvania Secretary of Corrections, speaking this summer at
the invitation of the Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce, focused on the high
recidivism rate for PA prisoners – 60% of the people
coming out of prison are rearrested or re-incarcerated
within three years of release. Wetzel described state
initiatives to support reentry and urged business leaders
to make jobs available to returning citizens.
• The for-profit prison industry has also taken note of the
conversation shifting from incarceration to alternative
sentences – alternatives to incarceration and more community supervision.
Companies that have made their money largely by running for-profit prisons are
now starting to buy up or open up community corrections facilities and to market
electronic monitoring equipment, so that they can continue to cash-in on this
trend – moving away from incarcerating people to keeping them under
____________
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1. The Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act of 2015
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long-term criminal justice supervision. They have become
for-profit probation companies that charge individuals for
the privilege of being under criminal justice supervision.
GEO Group - Reentry Service Centers
The GEO Group, the second-largest for-profit prison
operator in the world, has opened a Reentry Service Center
in Lancaster County, one of ten Pennsylvania facilities
operated by GEO under contract with the Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections to provide reentry services for
people coming out of state prisons. Now GEO is lobbying
county officials to start sending people from Lancaster
County Prison to the GEO facility. GEO agreements
typically stipulate that offenders will be required to attend
the centers for a minimum number of days per week, and for
a minimum length of time. In other counties where GEO
operates reentry centers, parolees must go to GEO Centers
six days a week for a minimum of six months.
Prisons operated by the GEO Group have a history of
mismanagement, inhumane conditions, and abusive behavior
by staff; there have been dozens of wrongful death lawsuits
and sexual assault charges.
From 2005 to 2008, for
example, eight inmates died in the George W. Hill
Correctional Facility in Delaware County, PA, operated by
GEO. Responding to six wrongful-death lawsuits, Delaware
County cancelled the contract with GEO, but then hired
another for-profit company to manage the prison -Community Education Centers (CEC), which has it’s own
long list of problems. CEC, where New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie once worked as a lobbyist, now operates
several facilities in Pennsylvania and in many other states.
Prison Phone Service
Prison phone rates vary widely across the state depending on
how each local contract is negotiated. Two years ago the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) imposed upper
limits on what phone companies can charge for interstate
calls ($0.21 per minute for direct-dialed calls and $0.25 for
collect calls), but those limits don’t apply to in-state calls.
Typical phone charges for several PA prisons.
Prison or County Jail
Securus Technologies*
PA State Prisons (all)

Cost of a 15-min. DirectDialed In-State Phone Call
$ 0.89

Columbia County Prison
$ 6.25
Erie County Prison
$ 3.25
Greene Country Prison
$ 4.25
Tioga County Prison
$ 6.52
Union County Prison
$10.25
Wyoming County CF
$ 9.50
*Note that GTL provides phone service for about half of
Pennsylvania’s county jails, but does not make its rates public.

Last year Lancaster County commissioners renegotiated a
phone company contract that resulted in families paying

something like 48% more for phone calls to their loved ones
locally, and the county gets what is politely termed "a
commission" from the phone company--a guaranteed minimum
of over $33,000 per month.
Prison Health Care
PrimeCare Medical has provided medical services for Lehigh
County Jail since 2004, headed by physician Dr. Dennis Von
Kiel, until he was arrested last year for social security fraud
and tax evasion. Lawsuits have identified at least five incidents
of inmate deaths due to inadequate or inappropriate medical
care under PrimeCare management.
Lancaster County also contracts with PrimeCare, and staff of
Lancaster County RMO report what they often hear from
returning citizens who are part of their reentry program is:
“When I went into prison, I had these mental health diagnoses,
...” or “I had these health diagnoses,” and “I was on these
medications, but PrimeCare doctors evaluated me and said,
'Oh, you don't need those medications.' and took me off those
medications, and here's what I struggled with as a result, but
they put me on a cheaper medication or something that was
completely different.”
Three years ago Tracy Lewis,
who suffers from mental
illness, was following the
instructions of voices in her
head.
She was arrested,
charged with a $67 theft from
Walmart, and spent 30 days in
jail. She reports that she was stripped naked,
put in solitary confinement 23 hours a day with the lights
always on; no blanket or pillow, so very difficult to sleep; and
without medication, she continued to hear voices in her head.
It was two weeks before she finally saw a doctor; and when
she was finally released from jail, noone asked whether she
had proper medication at home.
Fortunately Lancaster
Country RMO was subsequently able to help Tracy recover
from the trauma of incarceration, but her experience is far
from unique. According to Corrections Secretary John Wetzel,
24% of our state prison residents (12,000 people) are mentally
ill; 70% are drug-addicted, and neither our state prisons nor
county jails are appropriately designed and staffed for
effective treatment. Wetzel is moving the state corrections
system to performance-based contracts for prison medical care
and reentry services, but county jails don’t report to Wetzel.
CCA and the Church of Christ, Right Now
There is a church in Washington, DC, called "The Church of
Christ, Right Now" (CC,RN) -- one of the congregations
affiliated with The Church of the Savior – made up almost
entirely of returning citizens and their families. Many of
those people were incarcerated in prisons that were controlled
by Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) the largest
private corrections company in the U.S.
-2-
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Longing for Peace in Israel-Palestine
The Cost of Divestment
Caterpillar, Inc. is one of the companies targeted by the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) campaign, and
that creates a dilemma for members of Metamora Mennonite
Church, near Peoria, Illinois; and their dilemma engages the
wider church as well. Peoria is the location of the world
headquarters of Caterpillar, Inc. which employs many
members of the congregation. Caterpillar, of course, makes
equipment which is used for many constructive purposes.
But Caterpillar also sells its bulldozers to the Israeli army
through the U.S. Foreign Military Sales Program. Once in
Israel, D9 bulldozers are modified (armored) for military
use. Caterpillar bulldozers have been used in military
invasions of South Lebanon and Gaza, systematically
destroying buildings and civilian infrastructure. They have
also been used to demolish Palestinian homes and orchards

in the West Bank, to
build the Separation
Wall, and to construct
illegal Israeli settlements
on occupied Palestinian
land.
Peace building often
comes down to difficult
choices, as in this case it
does for members of
Metamora MC whose
livelihood depends on
employment by Caterpillar – one reason why not all organizations participating in the BDS movement have the same
priorities for divestment or boycott.
________
For additional reading and resources, see
http://efpjc.ppjr.org/Israel-Palestine

AFSC’s “Investigate” Tool Identifies Companies That Have Ties to Israel-Palestine Conflict
Example: Everence - Praxis Mutual Funds
The table below lists Everence mutual fund holdings (as of Sept.30,
2015) that are flagged by the Investigate tool (American Friends
Service Committee-AFSC: investigate.afsc.org ) as having ties with
Israel-Palestine conflict. See the brief descriptions [right column]
of the three categories (Occupation, Military, and Divestment)
and the more detailed descriptions on the Investigate website.
Note that the Praxis Genesis Portfolios are simply combinations of
the Praxis mutual funds below. Everence has endorsed the BDS
principles,** but that doesn’t necessarily mean that all investments
managed by Everence are free of offending companies.
Praxis Fund
Offending companies
Growth Index Fund
Ingersoll-Rand PLC
Perrigo Company
Intermediate Income Fund
Ford Motor Company
General Electric
Hewlett-Packard Company
Ingersoll-Rand PLC
International Index Fund‡
Cement Roadstone Holdings plc
Cemex SAB de CV
Teva-Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd

O*

M*

D*

U
U
U

U
U

U
U
U

U
U
U
U

Occupation: Companies that support or are complicit in Israel’s
occupation of the Palestinian territory due to their involvement in
Israel’s settlement industry, economic exploitation of Palestinian
people and/or resources, and/or the control of the Palestinian
population.
and arms trade. All of the companies included on this list have
significant, ongoing contracts with the Israeli military to which they
supply weapons and equipment. The materials and services they
supply are used to enforce Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian
territories and resultant violations of international humanitarian and
human rights law.

Divestment: American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) has
U
U

Small Cap Fund
Value Index Fund
Ford Motor Company
General Mills, Inc.
Hewlett-Packard Company
Ingersoll-Rand PLC

‡ The International Index Fund also continues to hold shares of
Veolia Environnement which has been on the list of companies
recommended for divestment. However in August 2015, Veolia
itself, having lost many contracts due to the BDS campaign,
completed divestment of all its operations in Israel.

Military: Major, high profile companies involved in the military

U
U

U
U

**Prior to MCUSA Convention in Kansas City, Everence endorsed
the proposed resolution on Israel-Palestine which includes a
provision on economic response to the conflict (BDS) according to
mennopin.org. The example here is for illustration only.

U

U

* O=Occupation, M=Military, D=Divestment
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adopted an investment screen which prohibits investment in any
company that:
1. Provides products or services that contribute to violent acts that
target either Israeli or Palestinian civilians;
2. Provides products or services that contribute to the maintenance
of the Israeli military occupation of Gaza and the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem;
3. Provides products or services that contribute to the maintenance
and expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian
territories;
4. Provides products or services that contribute to the maintenance
and construction of the Separation Wall.
(There are currently 27 companies on AFSC’s Israel-Palestine
divestment list.)

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2015 sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
– April 1-3, 2016
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– October 28-30, 2016 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
2016 sessions will be at Dalesford Abbey in Paoli, PA
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
October 31, 2015 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
and Nov. 28, Dec. 26. Monthly protests at Reaper Drone
Command Center, Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, and other related events see:
www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/
October 17, 2015 (Saturday, 7-9pm) Lancaster, PA
“Current Changes in the Middle East and the Endless
War on Terror,” with Chris Hedges, who is a journalist,
activist, author and Presbyterian minister.
Location: Church of the Apostles, 1850 Marietta Ave, Lancaster.
For additional details, see
www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
October 23-26, 2015 – Harrisburg, PA “Lord, Let Our Eyes
Be Opened: Breaking the Chains of Mass Incarceration”
This event, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council of Churches,
will be held at the Red Lion Hotel and Conference Center in
Harrisburg beginning the evening of Friday, October 23 and running
through Sunday, October 25. The event will be followed on
Monday, October 26 with a day of action at the Capitol. Plenary
speakers for the event include Dr. Harold Dean Trulear, Glenn
E. Martin, and Dr. Geert Dhondt. Registration cost: $200
(until Oct. 7); Hotel: $104/night. For details and registration, see
http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/?p=20834
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Several years ago the church bought a few shares of CCA
stock and ascribed ownership of them to the church’s
returning citizens. Ex-offenders are now part owners of the
privatized prison that held them, and the church sends them
to the annual shareholders meetings in Tennessee to speak
with CCA's board about reforming the privatized, for-profit
prison system.
CC,RN members have been so vocal at Board meetings that
the President of CCA now meets their bus when they arrive
and invites them to a luncheon. CCA’s contracts with
government agencies for the prisons it manages generally
provide a financial incentive for keeping its prison beds
filled, but the CC,RN delegations are asking for new
provisions that are consistent with restorative practices that
should lead to a shrinking prison population.
-4-

Healing Communities Training (Valley Forge)
October 10, 2015 (Saturday, 9am-4pm) at St. Matthews
United Methodist Church of Valley Forge, 600
Walker Rd, Wayne, PA 19087
Healing Communities, created by the Annie E
Casey Foundation and faith leaders from across
the theological spectrum, is a framework for
ministry to persons returning from or at risk of
incarceration, their families, and the larger community.
Congregations are encouraged to send a small team of 3-5
people to gain awareness and understanding of the issues
surrounding the criminal justice system, explore effective ways
for congregations to minister to those who are impacted, and to
develop an action plan for your own congregation to be a
“Healing Community/Station of Hope”.
Cost is $25 per person, includes training materials, continental
breakfast & light lunch. For details and registration, see
www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/healing-communities/

Healing Communities Training (Lancaster area)
[same program as above, but different training team]
Cost is $40 per person or $100 for 3 from same church or
organization, including lunch and resource materials.
Oct. 23, 2015 (Friday, 8:30am-4:00pm) Harrisburg, PA
Red Lion Hotel-Harrisburg East, 4751 Lindle Rd, Harrisburg
Nov. 5, 2015 (Thursday, 8:30am-4:00pm) Lancaster, PA
St Thomas Episcopal Church, 301 St Thomas Rd, Lancaster
Nov. 7, 2015 (Saturday, 8:30am-4:00pm) Lancaster, PA
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 701 North Lime St, Lancaster
For details and registration, see:
http://rmohc-20150606.eventbrite.com
November 7, 2015 (Saturday, 8:30am-1pm) Allentown, PA
“Stand Up to Bullies” Plenary and workshop topics include:
• Domestic Violence • Gun Violence •
• Human Trafficking • Systemic Racism and
School-to-Prison Pipeline
Location: First Presbyterian Church, Allentown
For details and registration, see: http://bullies.ppjr.org
Dec. 12, 2015 (Saturday,10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
56th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA recalling the journey of
Mary and Joseph. Guest speaker after supper will be
Shane Claiborne whose presentation topic will be

“Tearing Down the Walls.”
For details, see www.peacewalk.org.
Feb. 12-14, 2016 Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Andrew Bush will lead the adult program,
“Learning from the Least: Reflections on a
Peace Journey with Palestinian Christians.”
There will also be activities for children.
For details, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org
April 15-18, 2016 (Fri. evening – Mon.) Washington, DC area
Ecumenical Advocacy Days “Lift Every Voice! – Racism,
Class & Power.” Workshops on U.S. domestic issues,
ecojustice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa, AsiaPacific, and the Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington
Office. See www.advocacydays.org

Stand Up to Bullies*

The Lehigh Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

Saturday, November 7, 2015
First Presbyterian Church, Allentown

Stand Up to Bullies!
Saturday, Nov. 7, 2015
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18104
Zacchaeus, make haste and come down!
– Luke 19:5

8:30 am
Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation
9:00-10:30 Plenary 1: Welcome, Invocation, Biblical Reflection
"Who Are the Bullies?" – Presentations 1 & 2
10:30-10:45 Break - refreshments
10:45-11:45 Plenary 2:
"Who Are the Bullies?" – Presentations 3 & 4
11:45 - 12:00 Break - refreshments
12:00 - 1:00 pm Breakout Session- (parallel workshops)

Program:

Who are the bullies? Most of us have faced bullies at
times; and at times most of us have played the part of bullies, perhaps
without recognizing the consequences of our actions.
It's about corrupt business practices, systemic racism, domestic
violence, sex trafficking, capital punishment, the "war on drugs", and the
"war on crime," and on and on. Our program will focus on four specific
kinds of bullying and show how we can “stand up to bullies!”

Plenary and Workshop Leaders:
Christi Dominguez, The Valley Against Sex Trafficking
Gregory J. Edwards, Resurrected Life Community Church
LeShan St. Clair-Spencer, Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley
Fritz Walker, Cease Fire PA, Everytown for Gun Safety

Plenary and Workshop Topics:
• Domestic Violence
• Gun Violence
• Human Trafficking
• Systemic Racism in Schools / School to Prison Pipeline

Plenary and Workshop Speakers include:
• Christi Dominguez , The Valley Against Sex Trafficking (VAST)
• Dr. Gregory J. Edwards, Resurrected Life Community Church
• LeShan St. Clair-Spencer, Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley
• Dr. Fritz Walker, Cease Fire PA, Everytown for Gun Safety

Plenary and Breakout Topics*:
• Domestic Violence
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley, which provdes services for more than 5,000 people each
year, is a safe place where victims of abuse and their children can find refuge. What can we
do to eliminate domestic violence in the Lehigh Valley?

• GunViolence
What are the major causes of gun violence in Pennsylvania, and what could be done to
reduce the tragic toll of gun homicides, suicides, and accidents?

• Human Trafficking
Labor trafficking often involves immigrants working in sweatshop conditions; however, the
majority of sex trafficking victims in Pennsylvania are not foreigners, but young girls from
next door. Learn what we can do to prevent trafficking.

• Systemic Racism in Schools / School to Prison Pipeline
Light brunch is included - (suggested donation: $5)
(students or unemployed: FREE, or what you can afford)
Sponsored by the Justice and Advocacy Committee of
the Lehigh Conference of Churches - and Lehigh Valley partner organizations.

Space is limited: please pre-register – by Nov. 4 online or by phone:
*See details and program updates at bullies.ppjr.org or contact
the LCC office at 610-433-6421 or Bob Walden at justice@ppjr.org.

Misplaced spending priorities have left behind many of the poor and racial/ethnic minority
students in our public schools. Allentown School District, for example, has had persistently
high dropout rates and ranks near the bottom in academic performance among Pennsylvania
school districts. Why is this so, and what are we doing about it?
___________________

* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule updates, registration, and additional program details at bullies.ppjr.org or
Email: justice@ppjr.org or call the LCC office at 610-433-6421.

