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Two Histories & Theologies in Conflict 1
Underlying the current conflict in Israel-Palestine are two stories of pain
and trauma: the Jewish narrative of persecution, often at the hands of
Christians, and a Holocaust that took 6 million Jews. Palestinians tell about
dispossession, losing 500 villages and becoming refugees in many parts of
the world; of the 10 million Palestinians today, half are now refugees.
The conflict is driven by two competing theologies, neither of which seems
to bode good news: the theology that says that Jews are less than human,
or the theology of Christian Zionism that says that the Israeli State can do
as it pleases because it is God's chosen people to whom the land was given.
But can we imagine a theology which is good news for both peoples?
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
– Gen 12:1-3
(See also, e.g., John 3:16: For God so loved the world ...;
Psalm 24:1: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it ... ; Gal. 3:28: There
is no longer Jew or Greek ... ; Lev. 18:24ff ... you shall keep my statutes...)
These verses remind us that God is not a tribal god who cares simply for one
tribe or clan, but for all people. God is the rightful owner of the land, and we
are stewards of God's land. When this gift of land was given, it was always
linked to covenant responsibility to care for the stranger in the midst.
Abram and Sara received a promise that they would be blessed for the
purpose of being a blessing. The blessing was not something that they were
to hold onto tightly for themselves, but in order to bless others.

Longing for Peace in Israel-Palestine2
Kairos Palestine and the Trauma of Daily Life
Fourteen people gathered at the EDC/FMC Conference office
on May 12th for conversation about the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict that has continued for many years and exploration of
how our congregations can be supportive of Palestinian
Christians who are working for peace. Next year’s winter
peace retreat, led by Eastern University professor Andrew F.
Bush will focus on Palestinian Christians longing for peace in
Israel-Palestine.
This summer Mennonite Church USA General Assembly will
consider a resolution on Israel-Palestine that calls for study of
the “Kairos document” that was created by Palestinian
Christians in 2009 and for action in response to the
document’s recommendations.
The Kairos Palestine document grew– after a time of prayer and reflection
– out of the pain and suffering in Palestine under the Israeli occupation, as the
people watched international decision-makers “content themselves with
managing the crisis rather than committing themselves to the serious task of
(continued on page 2)
finding a way to resolve it.”
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In 1947, the United Nations divided the land of Palestine
into two parts – about 55% for the Jewish population, which
at that time included many recent immigrants coming
primarily from Arab and Muslim countries, while the
indigenous non-Jewish Palestinians were left with the
remainder of their former homeland. The State of Israel,
was formed on May 14, 1948, and the same day the armies
of seven Arab countries invaded Israel.
Hundreds of villages were destroyed in the conflict (the
“Nakba”) making refugees of more than 700,000 Palestinian
Arabs, many of whom – and their descendants – are still
living as refugees in exile; and by 1950 Israel had extended
it’s territory to 78% of Palestine.
In 1967, Israel took control of all the rest of Palestine and
began building dividing walls and Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip areas that had been reserved for
Palestinian Arabs.
In 1988, the State of Palestine, which includes the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, was formed by the Palestinian
Liberation Organization (PLO) in exile. The State of
Palestine applied for UN membership in 2011. The next
year it was granted “non-member observer status,” and
Palestine has now been recognized by about 70% of the UN
member countries, but not by the United States or Israel.
After more than 65 years of violent conflict, is there any
hope for peace in the foreseeable future? Surprisingly,
there are new reasons for optimism that will be explored in
forthcoming stories. One is the growing international BDS
movement (boycott, divestment, and sanctions), similar to
the campaign that led to the fall of Apartheid in South
Africa. Another sign of hope is the growing number of
young Jews and young Zionists participating in learning
tours and summer camps with Palestinians.

____________
1. Mennonite Central Committee’s monthly “Conversations for
Peace” in 2014 with J. Daryl Byler provides a good overview of the
biblical/theological issues summarized here.
2. This is a brief introduction to the current situation in IsraelPalestine without going into details of its recent political history.
See the resources listed at http://peaceretreat.ppjr.org/#resource
or http://efpjc.ppjr.org/Israel-Palestine for additional reading.

There are now about 12.8 million people in Israel-Palestine.
Jews slightly outnumber Muslims, and about 2% are Christian.

Population of Israel - 2014

Population of Palestine
(predominantly Muslims,
with about 2% Christians)

Jews
Muslims
Christians
Druze
Other

6,158,000
1,436,000
162,000
135,000
319,000

West Bank
Gaza Strip

2,790,000
1,760,000

Total

8,210,000

Total

4,550,000

The Kairos document records the trauma of daily
life in Palestine; here are a few of their grievances:
:• Israeli settlements ravage our land in the name of God
and in the name of force, controlling our natural resources,
including water and agricultural land, thus depriving
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, and constituting an
obstacle to any political solution.
• Reality is the daily humiliation to which we are subjected
at the military checkpoints, as we make our way to jobs,
schools or hospitals.
• Reality is the separation between members of the same
family, making family life impossible for thousands of
Palestinians, especially where one of the spouses does not
have an Israeli identity card.
• Religious liberty is severely restricted; the freedom of
access to the holy places is denied under the pretext of
security. Jerusalem and its holy places are out of bounds
for many Christians and Muslims from the West Bank and
the Gaza strip. Even Jerusalemites face restrictions during
the religious feasts. Some of our Arab clergy are regularly
barred from entering Jerusalem .
• Refugees and prisoners are also part of our reality -thousands of prisoners languishing in Israeli prisons. The
Israelis move heaven and earth to gain the release of one
prisoner, and those thousands of Palestinian prisoners,
when will they have their freedom?
Violent Conflict in Israel-Palestine – by the numbers:
Children killed in the conflict since Sept. 29, 2000:
Israeli: 133
Palestinian: 2,060
Adults killed in the conflict since Sept. 29, 2000:
Israeli: 1,063
Palestinian: 7,076
People injured in the conflict since Sept. 29, 2000:
Israeli: 11,418
Palestinian: 72,668
People held as prisoners by the opposing government:
Israeli: [none]
Palestinian: 5,800
Homes demolished by the opposing government:
Israeli: [none]
Palestinian: 28,000
U.S. military aid (FY 2015):
to Israel: $3.1 billion
to Palestine: [none]
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The Business of Immigrant Detention
For several years, immigration detention has been a growing
and profitable business for private prison corporations, such
as Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), and Geo
Group which invest
heavily in lobbying
and campaign
contributions. For
example, House
Speaker John
Boehner has
collected $60,000
in campaign
contributions from
CCA and GEO
since 2008, and in
2013 Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) reported a
record $300 million profit, even while many states are now
starting to reduce their non-immigrant prison populations.
The Bed Quota
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detains
approximately 34,000 individuals across the country each
day – 478,000 in Fiscal Year 2012 (the most recent numbers
available) – in a network of county jails, privately run
contract facilities, and federal facilities that costs taxpayers
over $2 billion each year. Congressional appropriations
language covering ICE’s detention budget – most recently
referenced in the Continuing Appropriations Act of 2014 –
states that “funding made available under this heading
shall maintain a level of not less than 34,000 detention
beds.” Because some members of Congress interpret the
language to require ICE to maintain and fill 34,000 beds
daily, it has become known as the detention bed “mandate”
or “quota.” The number itself is completely arbitrary, and
the concept of a legislatively mandated detention quota is an
aberration among law enforcement agencies.
Without the quota, ICE could still detain individuals when
it is really necessary, but ICE would be able to shift resources to community-based monitoring and other
alternatives, substantially reducing cost to taxpayers and
reducing the disruption to families and their communities.
Family Detention Centers
In 2009, the Obama Administration ended family detention
at the T. Don Hutto Residential Facility, a 512-bed former
state prison near Austin, Texas, operated by CCA and
harshly criticized for its deplorable conditions. However, in
response to a rising number of refugees from Honduras, El
Salvador, and Guatemala, last summer ICE began opening
several new family detention centers, intended as a deterrent
to Latin American refugees. (See chart at right).
In February 2015, a U.S. District Court (RILR v. Johnson)
ordered an immediate halt to the government’s policy of
detaining families solely for deterrence purposes. The case

was brought on behalf of mothers and children who have fled
extreme violence, death threats, rape, and persecution in
Central America to the safety of the U.S. Each plaintiff had
been found by an immigration officer or judge to have a
“credible fear” of persecution, meaning there is a “significant
possibility” they would be granted asylum. Yet, instead of
releasing these families as they await their asylum hearings,
which U.S. government has typically done with other
asylum-seekers, the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), has been categorically detaining and denying release
on bond or other conditions. The almost universal no-release
policy is a violation of federal immigration law and
regulations, which prohibits the blanket detention of asylum
seekers for purposes of general and future deterrence.

On April 24, a U.S. District Judge in California issued a
tentative ruling, concluding that migrant children and their
mothers cannot be held in unlicensed, secure facilities which
would mean closing the Karnes and Dilley facilities and
perhaps the Berks facility. The court is continuing to
negotiate with the Obama administration, which argues that
detention allows for greater flexibility in responding to surges
of unauthorized migration. Final resolution is expected by
June 19th.

Family Detention Facilities (2014-15)
Berks (Pennsylvania)
• 96-bed facility that ICE had planned to double in 2015
Artesia (New Mexico)
• 672-bed facility, opened June 27, 2014
• Infamously known as a “deportation mill” and the
subject of a lawsuit and reports of abuse and lack of due
process leading to its closure on Dec. 30, 2014.
Karnes (Texas)
• 532 beds, opened Aug 1, 2014, run by GEO Group
• A former all-male ICE detention facility converted to a
family detention center (which ICE had planned to expand)
Dilley (Texas)
• 2,400 beds, opened Dec 15, 2014, run by CCA
• At a cost of over $300 per person/day, it is the largest
and most expensive ICE detention center in the country
-3-
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Protest Rally at Berks Family Prison

Undoing Racism Training and Resources

On May 2nd, community organizations in southeastern
Pennsylvania gathered for a protest rally in Leesport,
demanding the closing of the Berks Family Residential
Center as well as the new detention centers in Texas.
Participating groups included DeFacto Americans,
Greater Reading Immigration Project, Juntos, Migrant
Power Movement, and Decarcerate PA,

“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
June 27, 2015 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
and July 25, Aug. 29, Sept. 26, Oct. 31, Nov. 28, Dec. 26.
Monthly protests at Reaper Drone Command Center
at the Horsham Air National Guard Station.
There will also be Anti-War and Anti-Drone demonstrations in
Philadelphia on June 5 & 6..
For details, see

www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/

June 6, 2015 (Saturday, 8:30am-4:00pm) Lancaster, PA
Healing Communities Training The odds are that every
congregation has members impacted by crime and the criminal
justice system, whether as crime victims, offenders or families.
• One of every 104 American adults is currently incarcerated, and
1 in 28 Pennsylvanians is under criminal justice system control.

What if someone in your congregation had a family member or
loved one who was arrested? Incarcerated? Returning home after
incarceration? Would your congregation feel prepared to respond
in loving, helpful and effective ways?
Congregations are invited to consider sending a small team of 3-5
people to gain awareness and understanding of the issues
surrounding the criminal justice system, explore effective ways for
congregations to minister to those who are impacted, and to
develop an action plan for your own congregation to be a “Healing
Community/Station of Hope”.
Location: Community Mennonite Church, 328 West Orange St.,
Lancaster, PA 17603
Register online at: http://rmohc-20150606.eventbrite.com
Dec. 12, 2015 (Saturday,10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
56th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA recalling the journey of
Mary and Joseph. Guest speaker after supper will be
Shane Claiborne.
For details, see www.peacewalk.org.
Feb. 12-14, 2016 Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Andrew Bush will lead the adult program,
“Learning from the Least: Reflections on a
Peace Journey with Palestinian Christians.”
There will also be activities for children.
For details, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org
-4-

Although ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement)
has chosen to detain mothers and children in family
detention centers to comply with the legal obligation not
to separate children from their parents, families in
detention include those arriving at the border who are
seeking safety or protection from violence – especially
women with young children, infants and toddlers. It also
includes families apprehended in the U.S. and can include
mentally ill individuals and pregnant women. While ICE
has family detention standards, they are not codified,
meaning they do not have the force of law and do not
confer a cause of action in court. Moreover, family
detention facilities – like all ICE detention centers, are
subject to minimal independent oversight and
accountability to ensure compliance with standards.
There have also been reports of sexual misconduct by
guards and inadequate medical care at Berks, and ICE has
refused nearly all requests for release of detainees suffering from severe mental illnesses and those who have
been on watch for self-harm.
PA Immigrants ask for Unmarked Drivers Licenses

June 18 prayer vigils are planned at legislative offices
in Philadelphia, Allentown, Harrisburg, Reading, York.
Pennsylvania immigrants are asking for unmarked
driver’s licenses, meaning a drivers license that looks the
same as for any Pennsylvanian resident. Pennsylvania
House Bill 1648, introduced by Rep. Mark Cohen in the
Transportation Committee of the Pennsylvania legislature
would meet that request. HB1648 would reform the
current vehicle code by allowing immigrants to show a
combination of documents proving their identity and/or an
IRS-issued tax ID number called an ITIN instead of
showing a social security card. All other requirements for
obtaining a driver's license - including proving Pennsylvania residency, buying car insurance, being over age 16,
and passing a driver's test - remain the same.
The vigils are being organized by CASA, Fight for
Driver's Licenses, Make the Road PA, and New Sanctuary
Movement of Philadelphia (NSM), which recently
collected 200 letters of support from clergy and 2,000
letters from other individuals. For details, contact NSM at
(215) 279-7060 or NSM@sanctuaryphiladelphia.org

