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The Power of Stories
Jesus’ parables about the kingdom of God – stories about familiar things, but
always with an unexpected twist – illustrate the power of the kingdom to
magnify small acts of subversive justice, and also the power of creative
story telling.
He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I
compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the
garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its
branches.’ And again he said, ‘To what should I compare the kingdom of
God? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.’
– Luke 13:18-21
First of all in these parables, growth of the kingdom requires initial action
by someone – planting the seeds, mixing in the yeast. But three “measures”
of flour (about 90 cups) would make enough bread to feed many people; and
mustard grows like a weed – like kudzu or wild morning glory.
These stories also point to other traditions that were familiar to Jesus’
listeners. For example, Ezekiel warns Israel’s rulers not to make alliances
with surrounding powerful empires, but to remain dependent on God for
protection, promising that God will plant a tender cedar sprig “on the
mountain height of Israel, in order that it may produce boughs and bear
fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. ... I bring
low the high tree, I make high the low tree” (Ezekiel 17:23-24). Thus the
mustard seed parable implies that ultimately no earthly empire can stand
against the kingdom of God.
Yeast was considered unclean – fermenting, contagious, and defiling. In the
Old Testament if the clean touched the unclean, the clean became unclean,
but the reverse was not also true. Jesus turned this rule upside down; he
touched lepers, a woman with a hemorrhage, Lazarus who had died ... and
healed all of them. And a little yeast mixed into the flour provided
abundant food for many.

Powerful Beyond Measure:
Conversation about Power, Peace, and Transformation
___________
Contact us:
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Through small group exercises and story telling, our Winter Peace Retreat
explored some particular understandings of power, both at the micro level (small
group, family) and the macro level (community, nation, world), especially as it
relates to our work for social justice.
There are diverse ways of understanding the
meaning and expressions of power, not only
among Anabaptists, but among scholars in
general.[1]
The conversation begins with
fundamental questions: “What is power?” (in the
context of human relationships), and “Who holds
Jenifer Eriksen Morales
power and why?”
Anabaptists have long Steve Kriss
wrestled with the appropriate roles for women in leadership, for example. On
January 15, 1911, Ann Allebach became the
(continued on page 2)

Powerful Beyond Measure (continued from page 1)
first woman ordained in a Mennonite church in the United
States at First Mennonite Church, Philadelphia. Almost 70
years later, the Fairfield congregation asked the Eastern
District Conference Ministerial Committee to ordain Joyce
M. Shutt, a life-long member of the congregation and their
pastor. When the Ministerial Committee declined to do so,
the congregation brought a pastor from the Western District
Conference to perform the ordination on May 18, 1980.
Power is the ability to
influence or control the
behavior of people or things.
Examples of power that
society bestows upon us by
nature of birth, opportunity,
or connections…[2]
Power over - power is seen Kate Haldeman and Jason Hedrick
as win-lose kind of relationship. Having power involves
taking it from someone else and/or using it to dominate
and prevent others from gaining it.
Power to - refers to the unique potential of every person
to shape his or her life and the world. This opens the
possibilities of joint action or power with.
Power with - has to do with finding common ground
among different interests and building collective strength
based on mutual support, solidarity, and collaboration. It
multiplies individual talents and knowledge.
Power within - has to do with a person’s sense of self
worth and self knowledge, including an ability to recognize individual differences while respecting others.
Power within is the capacity to imagine and have hope; it
affirms the common human search for dignity and
fulfillment.
Since we live in a culture that often values hierarchy and
domination over equality in the exercise of power,
appropriate use of power generally
requires training and practice, beginning
with acknowledgment that each of us
(especially those of us who are white,
male) carries a level of power.[3] Power
always comes with responsibility, and
responsibility should come with power.
How do various people relate to us based on our culturallyattributed power and personal exercise of power? We can
exercise power inclusively and empower others by careful
listening and affirmation of others’ ideas and contributions.
When speaking to power, learn the language of the power
structure and ask bold questions. Big things matter and so
do small things. Corrupt authority rarely cedes power
willingly, but when in faith we speak truth to power, the
truth will ultimately win out.
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Jenny Duskey’s story
In the late 1960's, before my husband and I
had children, I worked with a group of
elementary school girls: three black girls
from East Garfield Park, a ghetto
neighborhood on the West Side of Chicago,
and two, one white and one Korean, from a suburban area.
We met weekly for some recreational/educational activity
every Saturday. A local high school invited our group to
come for swimming lessons. The girls and their parents
decided they wanted to accept.
It turned out that there were no other black children in the
program. The first class met, and I sat in the stands with
parents of other children to watch the lessons. When the
girls came out, the woman sitting next to me said, “Do you
see what I see?” I was pretty sure I knew what she meant,
but I said, “I don’t know; what do you see?” She said
“Colored girls are there.” When I said, “I brought them,”
all the parents moved as far as they could from me, and I
sat alone. No one spoke to me again that day.
After the lesson, the girls and I went out to lunch. They
talked about their experiences in the locker room, which
were disturbing to all of them except the one black girl
whose father was active in the civil rights movement. She
was proud. We talked about prejudice and about whether
to continue. The girls decided they wanted to.
For about three of the six lessons, I continued to be
ostracized, but after that, one of the parents approached me
and asked me questions. I told her about the group, which
was part of a program called PREP (Pre-Adolescent
Enrichment Program), and mentioned that the school had
invited us. Eventually, most of the parents were speaking
to me. The girls learned to swim, and one of the black
girls was among the best in the class. All of them, I think,
felt empowered by the experience, and they had grown
closer to each other.
Note: You will find direct links to all of the following resources
(and more) on the Peace Retreat web page: peaceretreat.ppjr.org .
[1] See, for example, www.powercube.net for an expanded discussion of power and tools for understanding power in the context of
social change.
[2] For an extended description of these “examples of power,” see
www.powercube.net/other-forms-of-power/expressions-of-power/
[3] “Tools for White Guys who are Working for Social Change …”
by Chris Crass is an excellent resource for this purpose.

Inequality in Pennsylvania
Budget and Tax Policy
Governor Tom Wolf, in his March 3rd budget address has
called for several significant changes in Pennsylvania’s tax
structure in order to balance the state budget next year,
restore funding to public education, expand public preschool, provide property tax relief, and fund wage tax relief
in Philadelphia. He also supports raising minimum wage to
$10.10/hour.
Currently Pennsylvania has a very regressive tax structure,
meaning that low-income families pay a much higher share
of their income in taxes than do wealthy families.
Personal Taxes
Sales and excise taxes are the most regressive of Pennsylvania’s taxes, because they fall heavily on people with the
lowest income. Gov.Wolf proposes to charge sales tax on
45 items that are now tax exempt, including candy, gum,
newspapers, magazines, diapers, toothpaste and admission
tickets. Services by lawyers, engineers, architects, and others
would also be subject to sales tax. Food, clothing, and
prescription medicine would still be exempt from sales tax.
Property tax rates vary widely across the state, depending
on the local mix of residential, commercial, and tax-exempt
properties such as churches, colleges, and hospitals. Gov.
Wolf would use some of the increased revenue from other
sources to reduce local property taxes, eliminate school taxes
for about a third of seniors, and provide a $500 rebate to
renters with income up to $50,000.
Personal Income Tax (PIT) is slightly progressive in
Pennsylvania because it provides tax forgiveness for low
income families. Gov. Wolf would raise the tax rate to 3.7%.
A graduated income tax that sets higher rates for wealthy tax
payers would be more progressive, but would require
amending the state constitution. However, the existing
constitution would permit a higher tax on income from
wealth (dividends, capital gains, rents, royalties and other
non-wage income), with a lower rate on income from work.
Corporate Taxes
In the last five years, Pennsylvania has become the second
largest natural gas producer in the country. Every other
major gas producing state has a severance tax that returns to
citizens some of the value of this non-renewable resource.
Gov. Wolf has proposed a 5% severance tax comparable to
that imposed in West Virginia, while maintaining a local
impact fee. The severance tax would grow with the value of
the resource produced. On the other hand, New York has
banned fracking altogether because of the long-term
environmental problems it creates.
Gov. Wolf proposes to close most corporate tax loopholes by
enacting combined reporting. Twenty-three states, half of the
states with corporate income or franchise taxes, have
adopted this approach. Combined reporting means that
multinational or out-of-state corporations can’t simply hide
all their profits in a low-tax state such as Delaware. Gov.

Wolf has also recommended a tax rebate program for
industries that create a substantial number of new jobs – at
least $1 million in taxable wages – in Pennsylvania.
Summary of Governor Wolf’s New Tax Proposals
Personal Taxes:
• Increase State Sales Tax from 6% to 6.6%*
and 45 additional items would be taxed
• Increase State Income Tax from 3.07% to 3.7%
• Increase Cigarette Taxes by $1 per pack*
and include e-cigarettes and other tobacco products
• Reduce property taxes by increasing state share of
public school funding to 50%
Corporate Taxes:
• Impose 5% severance tax on Marcellus Shale gas
drilling, plus 4.7¢ per 1,000 cu.ft.; end the impact fee
• End the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax
• Close the “Delaware loophole” for Corporate Taxes
• Cut Corporate Tax Rate from 9.99% to 4.99%
___________

*except perhaps in Philadelphia or other cities where the
combined tax rate (state + city) is already higher
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 10-12, 2015 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
March 28, 2015 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests resume at Reaper Drone Command Center
at the Horsham Air National Guard Station.
There will also be Anti-War and Anti-Drone demonstrations in
Philadelphia on March 7 and March 13.
For details, see

www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/

March 4-5, 2015 (Wed.-Thurs.) Elizabethtown / Lancaster, PA
“The Deaths of Others: The Fate of Civilians and their
Cultures in America’s Wars.”
Dr. John Tirman, researcher, author and Executive Director of
the Center for International Studies, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. A two day event co-sponsored with Franklin and
Marshall College. (Free Admission: Offerings will be received.)
Mar. 4: 7-9pm, Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren,777 South
Mount Joy Street, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Mar. 5: 7:30-9:30pm, Franklin & Marshall College
For more information, see
www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
Mar. 22, 2015 (Sunday, 2-4 pm) Philadelphia
“The Trauma of Psychological Genocide In Palestine”
Patricia Campbell, a mental health Nurse from Ireland, will
address war trauma in occupied Palestine. We know about the wall,
house demolitions and checkpoints. What about the people? She
has seen trauma first-hand in the troubles of her own country and
made trips to Palestine and Israel bringing personal understanding,
experience in treating trauma, and a passion for peace. A reception
will follow with fiddler Paraic Keane. For more info., contact
Cliff Cutler 215-242-2055x28, ccutler@stpaulschestnuthill.org
Location: Saint Paul’s Ch 22 E. Chestnut Hill Ave., Philadelphia.
March 26, 2015, (Thurs., 7:00-8:30pm) Bethlehem, PA
"Veterans and Their Partners - Recovering and Thriving."
Too many veterans and their families
suffer diminished lives as a result of
military events. Learn how veterans
and their families are becoming agents
in their own recovery here and
elsewhere. Learn more about how the
Veterans Recovery Movement addresses the invisible wounds that
challenge our veterans and their families. Location: UBC room,
Haupert Union Bldg., Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA See
more details and other events at
home.moravian.edu/public/infocus/NEW/war/index.html

March 27, 2015 (Friday, 8:30am-5pm) Bethlehem, PA
War and Peace Building Conference at Moravian College
Keynote Speaker: Robert Meagher, Professor of Humanities
at Hampshire College and author of: Killing from the Inside Out:
Moral Injury and Just War. (The event is free, but preregistration
by March 15 is required.) Location: Haupert Union Bldg.,
Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA. For details and registration,
see
www.lvaic.org/default.aspx?pageid=855
April 17-20, 2015 (Fri. evening – Mon.) Washington, DC area
Ecumenical Advocacy Days “Breaking the Chains: Mass
Incarceration & Systems of Exploitation”
Workshops on U.S. domestic issues, ecojustice, Latin America, Jubilee economics,
Africa and the Middle East, co-sponsored by
MCC Washington Office. The event will be
held at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the
Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and
includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $199 ($215 after March 19), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$125 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org .
April 25, 2015 (Sat. 8:30am-3:30pm) Allentown, PA
“The Heart of Justice: Feed Our Children - Break the
Chains” Lehigh Conf. of Churches spring advocacy event in
partnership with Bread for the World, with workshop on hunger,
economic justice, and criminal justice issues.
Location: First Presbyterian Ch., 3231 Tilghman St.. Allentown.
For details, see the enclosed announcement or bread.ppjr.org.
April 26, 2015, (Sunday, 2pm). Interfaith Peace Walk
This annual event is a walking dialogue between Jews, Christians,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs, Wiccans, Baha'i, and others.
The 2015 Walk will begin at the Al Aqsa Center at 1501
Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, 19122. (Parking is available at
this address.) After a period of greeting, orientation, and prayers,
we will walk to the Village of Arts and Humanities for a brief stop,
and from there to the West Kensington Ministries on Norris Square.
Everyone is invited for food and fellowship at the conclusion of the
walk at WKM. (Buses will be available to transport walkers back
to their cars.)
www.interfaithpeacewalk.org
May 2, 2015 (Saturday, 9 - 11am) Lancaster, PA
Joe DiGarbo will present in depth information about his program,
Alternatives to Violence, which he works with in the West
Bank and Gaza. He travels back and forth several times a year in
this capacity.
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Av.
For more information, see lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
May 17-18, 2015 (Sunday-Monday)
Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia (MCC)
Tomorrow’s Peace Starts Today - La Paz de Mañana Empieza Hoy
We are encouraged by the continuation of peace talks between the
Colombian government and the FARC and wait hopefully for peace
accords to be signed in the near future.
May 17: Plan a sermon, Sunday school class or community event
to support the peace process in Colombia.
May 18: Take action to support the peace process in Colombia.
For information and resources, email: CharissaZehr@mcc.org
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TLCC / Justice and Advocacy – Bread for the World

The Heart of Justice:
Feed Our Children - Break the Chains
Saturday, April 25, 2015
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street
(Tilghman St. at Cedar Crest Blvd.)
Allentown, PA 18104
610-395-3781

Plenary Speakers:
Larry Hollar, Senior Regional Organizer, Bread for the World
Caryn Long, Executive Director, Feeding Pennsylvania
Program:

Oxfam reports that by the end of 2016, the wealth of the top 1% of the world's
people will exceed the total wealth of the other 99%. How do we begin to address such stark
inequality and protect our most vulnerable people? Our spring event this year will provide resources
for several related federal, state, and local issues, with a focus on legislative advocacy for poor and
outcast people in our communities, and especially families with children.

Plenary and Workshop Topics:
• Renewing U.S. Child Nutrition Programs (WIC, school &summer meals)
• Pennsylvania Economic Issues: inequality, minimum wage, tax policies
• Prison Justice: ending mass incarceration, assisting families of prisoners,
and restoring people released from prison to productive lives
• Food Security in the Lehigh Valley
• Advocacy basics / "Offering of Letters" 101 - What is it? How to do it.

Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Suggested donation: $5; Students/Low Income: Free
For further information and pre-registration (by April 22), visit
bread.ppjr.org , or contact the LCC office at 610-433-6421.
Sponsored by the Justice and Advocacy Committee of The Lehigh Conference of Churches,
Bread for the World, and Second Harvest Food Bank.

