
Peace and Justice news
November 2014   Vol. 10, No. 6

Peace and Justice Committee
Eastern District Conference
Franconia Mennonite Conference
Mennonite Church USA

An occasional newsletter for local
church peace representatives
_________________

Contents 

!!!! Following Jesus to Ferguson
– Shalom in the City . . . . . . . . .  . 1

 – Militarization of Police
     – SWAT teams and no-knock raids
     – Racial/ethnic bias in Allentown
     – HB-80 ends local gun control
     – Bethlehem, PA – a better way 

! Urban Anabaptist Ministry
Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

! Two more Philly Congregations
Join Immigrant Sanctuary . . . 3

! Peace and Justice Calendar . . 4

! Enclosed Announcements:

Winter Peace Retreat
Powerful Beyond Measure: 
An honest conversation about 
power, peace, & transformation

Feb. 13-15, 2015

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage
Dec. 13, 2014      

___________

Contact us:
for subscription information   

and for peace resources:
  

Shalom in the City
Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and
struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him,
‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish
by the sword.’                                                                – Matthew 26:51-52

Like the Roman Empire of Jesus’s day, the American Empire has been built
on military dominance. But at what cost?   Jesus rejected Pax Romana –
peace through military victory; the peace of Christ is built on nonviolence
and justice.

Bishop Freeman Miller (Lancaster Mennonite Conference) found in teaching
Anabaptist history and theology at various times and places in the city, that
the early 16th century Anabaptist witness spoke powerfully, especially to
young urbanites: to dare to die for your faith, to refuse to kill, to be so
committed to being a disciple of Jesus that you would even save your captor
– the story of Dirk Willems.  “Those things grab them.  When I used to talk
about buggies and shoe fly pie, not so much.”  For those urban youth the
original fire for following Jesus through the Holy Spirit is still as vibrant,
dynamic and powerful now as it ever was. 
   

But as our nation now engages in continual warfare overseas, and our local
communites become obsessed with “homeland security,” where is the peace
witness of the church today?   We’d like to hear from readers how your
congregation is making a visible peace witness.

Following Jesus to Ferguson

Almost three months after Michael Brown was killed in Ferguson, people from
across the country have continued to gather there for non-violent protest. But
why?  And what does that Missouri town have to do with Pennsylvania?

An MCC webinar1  organized by Ewuare Osayande
looks at the issues behind the turmoil in Ferguson.  

“On August 9, 2014, Michael Brown was shot six
times, and killed by Darren Wilson, a police officer
with the Ferguson police department, after he was
reportedly involved in a scuffle with the officer
walking  down the middle of the street.”

But the tragedy in Ferguson was not a unique incident;
the murder of Michael Brown and many other such
events [see box on page 2] reflect underlying issues of
systemic racism and the widespread militarization of local police. 

Militarization of Police
The Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986/88, which established harsh new penalties for
drug possession, has allowed the federal government to transfer billions of
dollars to local police agencies for drug enforcement, and local police agencies
quickly learned that producing dramatic drug enforcement statistics enabled
them to get grants. So many cities began creating special narcotics units in order
to receive this Federal money.                                        (continued on page 2)



Following Jesus ...             (continued from page 1)

Then in 1996, the National Defense Authorization Act
created what is known as the “1033 Program” which enables
local law enforcement agencies to acquire free surplus
military equipment from the U.S. Department of Defense,
with preference given to law enforcement agencies that will
use the property for counterdrug and counter-terrorism
activities. The agencies pay a relatively small administrative
fee to the program's state coordinator to receive the surplus
items, which include clothing, electronics, weapons, and
armored vehicles. 

Under the 1033 program,
Pennsylvania police departments
have acquired about 2,000 items
of tactical military equipment,
including BearCat and MRAP
armored personnel carriers,[2] assault rifles, automatic
pistols, night-vision goggles and more.

In addition, the U.S. Justice Department provides grants for
policing programs, training and equipment including
weapons; and Homeland Security legislation that followed
9/11/2001 also provides equipment and training to police
departments, with an allocation of about $1 billion  in 2014.

SWAT Teams and No-Knock Raids
In Pennsylvania, as in other states, most large cities and
townships as well as State Police now have SWAT teams,
and many smaller communities pool resources to form a
regional SWAT Team.

SWAT was created to deal with emergency situations such
as hostage, barricade and active shooter scenarios. Over
time, however, law enforcement agencies have moved away
from this original purpose and are increasingly using these
paramilitary squads to search people’s homes for drugs. Now
that courts issue dozens of “no-knock” search warrants daily
that allow police to enter a house without knocking, SWAT
teams routinely raid private homes on suspicion of even
minor drug offenses – typically breaking through doors or
windows, and occasionally causing serious injury to
occupants, including children.  

Reporting requirements for SWAT team activities are weak,
and there is little accountability for botched raids that affect
innocent people.   The Cato Institute has collected accounts
of such incidents in Allentown, Bethlehem, Philadelphia,
Chester, and other Pennsylvania ctites.[3]  Easton decided to
disband its SWAT team in the wake of several problematic
incidents.

Racial/ethnic Bias in Allentown
A recent report[4] by the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) also documents the consequences of paramilitary
policing – property damage, injury, and death from the
excessive use of military force.  The one Pennsylvania city
included in the ACLU study is Allentown where, of  641

people impacted by SWAT raids in  2011–2012, Hispanic
residents were 29 times more likely to be impacted by SWAT
activity than white residents, and Black residents were 23.5
times more likely to be impacted by SWAT activity compared
to white residents.

So let’s arm everyone else?
The prolifieration of hand guns and assault weapons is not
restricted to police departments, however.  Pennsylvania gun
shops have been a major source of weapons that end up being
used in street crimes because of the state’s lax gun laws.  In
2008, when the Pennsylvania General Assembly failed to act
on a statewide measure to crack down on straw purchases,
many local communities began  enacting local ordinances
aimed at cracking down on illegal gun trafficking  However,
last month Pennsylvania legislators approved HB80 which
includes a provision to make it easier for gun rights
organizations to overturn local gun control ordinances.

               (continued on page 4)

It’s not just Ferguson – recent fatal assaults

! On October 8, 2014, 18 year old Vonderrick Myers Jr.
was shot multiple times by a police officer in St. Louis,
Missouri. 
! On September 10, Darrien Hunt, a 22 year old black man
walking with a sword in Saratoga Springs, Utah, was
approached, accosted, and then shot six times  by police. 
According to the forensics report, all shots fired hit him in
the back.
! On August 5, John Crawford, a 22 year old African
American man carrying a toy rifle in the Walmart in
Beavercreek Ohio was shot and killed by police officers
responding to a call by a white man who said that he saw
a black man waving a rifle through the store.  The caller
later confessed that he lied.  The grand jury in that case
refused to indict the officer.
___________

For more details about these stories (and more) see 
http://efpjc.ppjr.org/2014/news/597/

 

[1] Listen to the podcast “Following Jesus to
Ferguson” (recorded Oct. 9th) at 
 http://truepeaceisjustice.org/2014/10/
[2] Tactical military equipment issued through the
U.S. Department of Defense's 1033 program is
listed in public records by the county where the
items were delivered, but not the specific local,
state, or federal law enforcement agencies that
acquired them.
MRAP – Mine Resistant Ambush Protected

vehicle, approx. value: $700,000 – acquired for cost of shipping.
BearCat –  Ballistic Engineered Armored Response Counter Attack
Truck, approx. value:  $300,000.
[3] There is an interactive map of botched SWAT team raids at
www.cato.org/raidmap
[4] ”War Comes Home: The Excessive Militarization of American
Policing”  (June 2014)     www.aclu.org
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Urban Anabaptist Ministry Symposium
About 80 people – mostly Anabaptist – from cities in the
eastern U.S. gathered in Philadelphia on Oct. 2-4 for
conversation and workshops on urban ministry.  The event,
sponsored by Mennonite Central Committee East Coast and
Mennonite Church USA, built on the words of the prophet
Jeremiah to exiles deported from Judah to Babylon.

But seek the welfare (shalom) of the city where I have sent
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its
welfare you will find your welfare.             – Jeremiah 29:7
 

The Hebrew word shalom means more than just peace. 
Shalom means well being, harmony, community, things
being right, justice, and righteousness..  And so when we
look for the shalom of the people around us, we start finding
our own shalom, no matter where God has put us.
Anabaptists from rural farming communities may sometimes
feel like exiles in the city; even more so, people who are
immigrants or refugees from other countries.

Stories about “best practices” in urban
ministry emphasized the necessity of
embracing the multicultral environment of
the city, forming cross-cultural, ecumenical,
and interfaith partnerships. 

South Philadelphia
Aldo Siahaan, pastor of Philadelphia Praise
Center (PPC), emphasized the necessityof  trying new things
to connect with people of different nationalities, and to risk
failure.  Aldo, who is originally from Indonesia, in 2005
helped to form his Indonesian congregation in South
Philadelphia, primarily for first-generation immigrants. PPC
now holds services in four different languages: Indonesian,
English, Spanish, and Burmese. 

Many PPC members have been victims of crime, since crime
rates are high in South Philly, and immigrants–especially
those who are undocumented–face many hurdles just
surviving in the city.   So PPC, sometimes working with
partners such as Juntos and the New Sanctuary Movement,
assists members and friends in dealing with the challenges
of urban life, including education, heath care, housing, and
legal issues.

Asians and Latin Americans are among the newest
immigrants to South Philadelphia, including many
Indonesians, of whom about 90% came because they are
Chinese or Christians facing persecution in Indonesia; but
there is also a small group of Muslim Indonesians.  So a
couple of years ago PPC opened the church and welcomed
Muslims to use the space in their holy month of Ramadan. 
PPC is now planning to open a store to sell Asian and

Hispanic groceries.

New York City
Addie Banks, a Mennonite pastor who heads a peace building
organization in the Bronx, claims that the church is an anchor
that holds communities together.  Over the past year and a
half congregations have been coming together ecumenically
in the Bronx, and working across faith boundaries with
Muslims and Jews around anchoring our community near the
riverfront, where the poverty rate is high and health care is
among the worst in the nation.

“The Peace Church is not just about the absence of war; the
peace church is that really we manifest the Kingom here and
now, finding God now in our community. People are being
healed; neighborhoods are becoming economically sound.”

Other speakers also stressed the importance of the church
being out and visible in the community – holding worship
services or other gatherings in city parks, reclaiming public
spaces that are known for violent crime or have been taken
over by drug addicts. 

Infinity Mennonite Church of Harlem has organized mens
prayer walks every Thursday morning (6-7am) year round in
Queens, the Bronx, and three locations in Harlem.   Men
come out to those walks who would never set foot in a church
building, and the city has seen a significant drop in crime
rates where they walk.

Norristown, PA
Ertell Whigham described the long difficult processs of
merging three Norristown congregations – African American,
Spanish, and Anglo – into a single congregation, Nueva Vida
Norristown New Life Mennonite Church.  They wrestled with
the  different cultures, styles, and languages.  They purchased
a building not previously occupied by any of the merging
congregations, and chose not to name a lead pastor; rather,
pastors of the three merging congregations have shared the
leadership role.  

Two More Philadelphia Congregations 
Will Provide Immigrant Sanctuary

Philadelphia’s New Sanctuary Movement (NSM) has
announced  that there are now four  member congregations
committed to providing physical Sanctuary to immigrant
families with final deportation orders. Families will  move
into the congregations and refuse to leave, in defiance of
their deportation. 

Germantown Mennonite Church, Tikkun Olam Chavurah,
the Philadelphia Praise Center, and West Kensington
Ministry will act in prophetic solidarity as they host
immigrants with final deportation orders who will live in
their congregations and refuse to leave. NSM's 10 other
member congregations will work to support the family and
host congregations.
__________
For more details, see www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org



Peace and Justice Calendar

Undoing Racism Training and Resources
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to 
           Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity ”

   – April 10-12, 2015   (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
   – Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015    (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
      all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
      1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481

See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism   for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

November 8, 2014  (Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm) Allentown, PA
The Heart of Justice:  Jesus in Prison . This workshop will
focus on ways to support people leaving prison to become
responsible citizens and how to remake our criminal justice system
to provide healing, hope, restoration, and reconciliation for both
offenders and victims of crime.
Location: St. John’s UCC, 36 S. 6th St., Allentown, PA
Sponsored by Lehigh County Conference of Churches / Justice &
Advocacy, and partner organizations. See justice.ppjr.org for
details and registration.

Drones:  Protest and Peacemaking
November 29, 2014  (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests continue at Reaper Drone Command Center 
    at the Horsham Air National Guard Station.  

For details , see      www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/ 

December 13, 2014  (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
55th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in
Bethlehem at 10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square
where the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims
may join at any point along the way. The
pilgrimage concludes at Christ United
Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally.
   Guest speaker after supper will be Rev. Gregory J. Edwards ,
Senior Pastor of Resurrected Life Community Church in Allentown
and CEO of the Resurrected Community Development Corporation
which includes the Campaign for Change to address racial and
ethnic disparities in Allentown’s educational and economic
systems.   His presentation is entitled: “ Our Journey to
Justice .”     For more information, see www.peacewalk.org

March 4-5, 2015  (Wed.-Thurs.)   Lancaster, PA
“ The Deaths of Others:  The Fate of Civilians and th eir
Cultures in America’s Wars.”
Dr. John Tirman,   researcher, author and Executive Director of
the Center for International Studies, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.  A two day event  Co-sponsored with Franklin and
Marshall College.    (Free Admission:  Offerings will be received.)
Mar.  4: Evening, Franklin and Marshall College (Detail TBA)
Mar.  5: 7pm,   Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Av.
 For more information, see

  www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org

Feb. 13-15, 2015   Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lak e
Steve Kriss  and Jenifer Eriksen Morales will lead the adult
program, “ Powerful Beyond Measure: An honest con-
versation about power, peace, and transformation .”  
  There will also be activities for children.
 See enclosed flyer   or    peaceretreat.ppjr.org

April 17-20, 2015  (Fri. evening – Mon.) Washington, DC area
Ecumenical Advocacy Days    “Breaking the Chains: Mass
Incarceration & Systems of Exploitation”
Workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-
justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics,
Africa and the Middle East, co-sponsored by
MCC Washington Office. The event will be held at the Doubletree
Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the Potomac River from
Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and includes
Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $199 ($215 after March 19), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$125 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.   
For further information. see   www.advocacydays.org .

Following Jesus ...          (continued from page 2)

The new law allows membership organizations such as
the National Rifle Association (NRA) to sue towns and
cities over any local gun law without having to find actual
plaintiffs who can demonstrate that they've been harmed
by the law. The absence of such plaintiffs has prevented
the NRA from successfully challenging local laws in the
past.

When the new bill goes into effect late this year, a likely
target for gun rights groups will be the laws that require
gun owners to report lost or stolen firearms. Pennsylvania
cities –about 20 of them–that have passed such laws are
now considering whether to repeal those laws or face
expensive litigation from the NRA.

Bethlehem NAACP  Responding to Ferguson
Rather than calling for a street protest, the Bethlehem, PA
chapter of the National Association of Advancement for
Colored People (NAACP) requested a public  meeting
with city officials for conversation about how Bethlehem
police would respond to an incident or situation like the
Michael Brown killing in Ferguson, MO. 

Participating in the public forum with Bethlehem NAACP
President Esther Lee were Mayor Donchez, the fire chief,
the police chief, and several other police officers.  The
October 6th forum included discussion about weapons and
training for the police force, officer diversity, and ideas
for keeping open lines of communication between police
and the community.
______________________

For more details about these stories (and more) see 
http://efpjc.ppjr.org/2014/news/597/
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55th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage
Saturday, December 13, 2014

Walk the Road of Peace  
For over 50 years people dedicated to peace have been gathering in
Pennsylvania to walk the 10 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem on the
second Saturday of December. The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the
journey of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk, those who
pass us on the highway, and those who read about the walk, with an
opportunity to consider the true meaning of Christmas. The sight of 200
pilgrims walking with stars and peace signs inspires us to focus on the need
for Peace on Earth. Consider walking with your family and/or friends. If you
are concerned about your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should
know that there are both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.

More than a Walk  
Even if you are not able to join the pilgrims, please consider participating
in our related events: 
• Christmas Carol singing  at  the Central Moravian Church  steps.
• Simple  supper  and  message from our  guest speaker at Christ Church at 
  Market and Center Streets.

This year our speaker is Rev. Gregory J. Edwards , Senior Pastor of
Resurrected Life Community Church in Allentown and CEO of the Resurrected
Community Development Corporation which includes the Campaign for Change
to address racial and ethnic disparities in Allentown’s educational and economic
systems.   His presentation is entitled: “ Our Journey to Justice .”

Registration : To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,
please register at  www.peacewalk.org  and include the names of all people
coming with you.  You are welcome to come even if you have not pre-
registered.    (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)

You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate.  Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow.  Persons desiring overnight lodging or for more
information, call Rick Dow at 610-865-5204, or The Lehigh Conference of
Churches, 534 Chew St., Allentown PA 18102 at
610-433-6421, or visit our website:  
      

 www.peacewalk.org

Schedule:   Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street,
Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM.  Buses will transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.  

A   10:45 am  Buses begin loading at Bechtel Building,  
           (520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem)  to Nazareth

B   12:00        Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C     1:30 pm   Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191 

just north of Steuben Road
D      2:45        Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between 

Oakland  Road and Johnson Dr.
E      3:45        Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene, 

1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem
 

F      4:45       Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian 
                          Church steps, Main and Church Streets
G      5:30       Simple supper and program at Christ United

 Church of Christ, Market and  Center Streets

www.peacewalk.org


