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Justice and Grace?
One of the perennial issues in Mennonite congregations has been the tension
between accountability and grace. Paul, who was called to be an apostle of
Christ even after vigorously persecuting the church, wrote an open letter to
Philemon:
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, .... Perhaps this is the
reason [Onesimus] was separated from you for a while, so that you
might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than
a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord . (Philemon 1b,15-16)
Paul’s letter seeks to persuade Philemon that his runaway slave, Onesimus,
should be freed from slavery. Philemon was evidently a respected member
of the church but still adhered to the Roman practice of slavery. We don’t
know the outcome of Paul’s admonition to Philemon, but we do know of
other situations throughout history in which people, having been welcomed
into the church were later transformed by a personal encounter with Jesus.
Should a congregation that rejects the use of military force baptize and
accept into membership a military veteran or an active member of the armed
forces? What about someone who works for a weapons manufacturer, or a
contractor that provides support services to combat units? What about
someone who pays taxes that support the U.S. military?
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On the other hand, is it acceptable to welcome into the church everyone
who, having been instructed about the church’s Confession of Faith, feels
called to baptism in Jesus Christ? Would it not be necessary then for
dialogue to continue, so that in listening to each other everyone can better
understand the work to which each is called?

Military Veterans and the Church
In late September, several congregational peace representatives met with Ertell
Whigham (Franconia Conference Executive Minister) to begin a conversation
about how our churches can be in ministry with military veterans. This will be
an on-going dialogue as some of our congregations continue to explore how to
establish safe and welcoming communities for veterans and their families.
Veterans and the Aftermath of War
Everyone in military service who has faced combat
returns home with some degree of physical or mental
trauma, and that includes people in non-combat roles
working in war zones and people who guide military
drones remotely from U.S. command centers far from
combat, and women who have been subjected to sexual
abuse. PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder) is an
inevitable consequence of combat; it is just a matter of what level.
The stress of coping with physical disabilities and mental depression can also
lead to alcohol or drug abuse, erratic or violent behavior, and suicide. Other
family members are also frequently the indirect victims of combat trauma.
(continued on page 2)

Veterans and the Church (continued from page 1)
Although there are many government-funded resource
centers for veterans, veterans have often had to endure long
backlogs waiting for medical services and benefits to which
they are legally entitled – as a result of both wide-spread
corruption within the Veterans Administration and
inadequate funding by Congress. Also, a survey conducted
last year by Feeding America reported that a quarter of U.S.
military households have had to rely on food pantries to
make ends meet.
Veterans are often the direct victims of a military-industrial
complex that provides privileges and economic benefits to
the rest of us. For some, especially minority and low
income youth, military service appears to be the only path to
employment and a college education; and after they return
scarred from duty in a war zone, they carry the stigma of
their war wounds and sometimes the disdain of having
fought in an unpopular war.
Veteran Support Groups
Apart from government agencies, there are several
organizations that support Pennsylvania veterans. The
Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministry (PSHM), for example, is
a faith-based organization that offers spiritual support and
assistance for veterans and their families in getting access to
health care, housing, education, employment and other
benefits for which they qualify.
Some veterans groups, including PSHM, also engage in
political advocacy. There was a recent rally on the steps of
Philadelphia’s City Hall, protesting the city's
failure to provide veterans the services that
the government has put in place for cities and
small towns, and by failing to appoint a
director of veterans affairs.
Veterans and the Church
There are military veterans living in almost
every community – urban, suburban, and rural. While some
have connections to faith communities, others have been
alienated from the church because they feel unwelcome.
For congregations that want to be welcoming to veterans,
there is a role for professional counselling and therapy, but
often what veterans need most is someone who will listen to
their stories. That doesn’t take a lot of specialized training,
but it does take a commitment to listen, and listen, and listen
some more. When veterans have an opportunity to talk
about their experience within a community of faith, then the
Spirit of God can begin to do its work. Baptism, even for
someone who is still on active duty, can be the start of a
journey – particularly if the church can be a non-judgmental
partner in that journey.
For Ertell Whigham, who served in the Marine Corps during
the Vietnam war and later worked as a military recruiter, the
Mennonite Church’s peace position made no sense. “No one

could convince me when I came back from Vietnam that
peace was the way. No one. The church tried really hard ...
but it was the Spirit of God that turned my heart around. It
was not some revival; or someone who passionately
impacted me; it was me coming before the Lord and
allowing his Spirit to speak to me and allowing the people
around me to represent that they were witnesses to the grace
of God.”

Resources for Veteran Support Ministries*
# Make the Connection (maketheconnection.net)
This website, managed by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) provides a variety of resources for
veterans and includes a collection of several hundred
stories, posted on YouTube from veterans – men and
women of all branches of U.S. military service. The
video stories are designed to help veterans connect with
others who share similar experience, but can also provide
a helpful orientation to church members who want to
connect with veterans in the community.
# Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministry (Philadelphia)
(pointmansoldiersheartministry.org)
Pointman provides spiritual support, assists veterans and
their families with acquiring individual and group
benefits, and engages in political advocacy in support of
veterans.
# Vietnam: Unseen War, Pictures from the Other Side
National Geographic produced a documentary film about
the Vietnam War in 2002 that gives Americans a view of
the conflict few of us have seen – through the work of
North Vietnamese photojournalists and interviews with
former soldiers and journalists on both sides of the
conflict. For U.S. veterans who fought in Vietnam, it can
be a transforming experience to see into the lives of the
everyday Vietnamese people, who weren’t thinking about
being delivered from communism, but thinking, “Now
who are these people coming into my house to take over?”
and to see that Vietnamese and American soldiers were
doing the very same things – for the first time seeing
those enemy soldiers as human beings.
STAR training – Eastern Mennonite University (EMU)
(Strategies for Trauma Awareness and Resilience )
# The Journey Home from War
In May 2015 Franconia Conference plans to host a basic
STAR training session for pastors and church members
who want to be in ministry with veterans as they return to
civilian life. The session will be led by staff of EMU’s
Center for Justice and Peace Building.
_________________

* Web links for these and other related resources are
posted at efpjc.ppjr.org. or contact Samantha Lioi
484-632-2651, samantha@interculturalchurch.com.
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Pennsylvania Schools
Public Schools and Freedom Schools
Pennsylvania’s 15-member Basic Education Funding
Commission was established by House Bill 1738 and signed
into law by Governor Corbett on June 10, 2014. The
Commission is tasked with developing and recommending to
the General Assembly a new formula for distributing state
funding for basic education to Pennsylvania school districts.
The new formula is supposed to take into account relative
wealth, local tax effort, geographic price differences,
enrollment levels, and local support as well as other factors.
Thus far the Commission has held two public hearings, and
video recordings are posted on the Commission web site.†
Currently there is a large variation in per-student funding in
school districts across the state; some districts spend more
than twice as much per student as neighboring districts. The
wide disparity is not an accident.
In the 1960's the Pennsylvania Legislature engaged in a
marathon debate when legislation was presented to begin
consolidating the Commonwealth’s 2,000 school districts –
“for reasons of economy and efficiency” – down to at that
time 505 school districts. The underlying principle, and as
it was clearly understood and enunciated in the law that
urban (translated that's city/black) school districts shall
never be legally permitted in Pennsylvania to merge with a
suburban district. The U.S. Supreme Court had ruled that
separate is not equal, and if you're all in the same school
district you cannot have segregated schools.
But
Pennsylvania found a way to get around the Supreme Court
decision. The cities will be one type of school district;
whites who can move to the suburbs won’t have to be part of
the urban districts. So we simply created a structure by
which segregation, separation, and racism would be ensured
and perpetuated.
Funding is not the only issue, however. In the Allentown
School District (ASD), for example, teachers and
administrators are predominately white, while about 80% of
students are Hispanic or black, and perfomance measures
such as high school dropout rates and test scores reflect the
strong racial/ethnic disparity. Also, the ASD has faced
several law suits by ethnic minority administrators for racial
bias.
Freedom Schools
One of the innovative ways of challenging racial bias in our
public schools grows out of the Civil Rights Movement of
the 1960s. For the past three summers, First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown has hosted a 7-week Freedom
School in partnership with the Children's Defense Fund
(CDF), and this summer CDF partnered with a local group
in Allentown to open the James Lawson Freedom School.
The six-week program, which enrolled 50 inner-city
children and youth in grades K-12 within the Allentown
School District, provided summer enrichment through a
research based and multicultural curriculum that supports

children and families around five essential components: high
quality academic enrichment, and nutrition, health and
mental health. The school boosts student motivation to read,
generates positive attitudes towards learning, and connects
the needs of the children and families to the resources of
their communities.
College level interns (referred to as Servant Leaders) receive
a week of intensive training at Haley Farm in foothills of the
Tennessee mountains; then the schools convene Monday
through Friday (8am to 3pm) in July and August and provide
children (referred to as Scholars) with free books, nutritious
meals, educational field trips and an opportunity to learn
about the significance of the American Civil Rights
Movement. The Freedom Schools teach children and young
adults to take charge of their own lives and prepare them for
building healthy communities.

___________
† The Basic Education Funding Commission web site is
basiceducationfundingcommission.pasenategop.com/
Philadelphia Congregations Provide Sanctuary
for Immigrant Families Facing Deportation
In late September, Philadelphia’s New Sanctuary Movement announced that two congregations, Philadelphia
Praise Center (PPC) and Tikkun Olam Chavurah, will
provide Sanctuary to immigrant families with deportation
orders.
Within the next month or so immigrant families will move
into the congregations and refuse to leave in a faith-driven
act of civil disobedience against mass deportation. Tikkun
Olam Chavurah and PPC will host families, and other
congregations will support them. The Philadelphia
congregations join a number of other churches from
Portland, ME, to Portland, OR, to cities of Southwest
border states as immigrant sanctuaries.
Aldo Siahaan, pastor of PPC, explained, "We will answer
God's call by opening our church to bring hope to the
people in need." A person in sanctuary would risk
immediate arrest by leaving the church, but family
members who are legal U.S. residents would be free to
come and go.
Immigrant rights advocates have been frustrated that
neither Congress nor President Obama have taken action
on immigration reform in spite of the large influx of
Central American children earlier this year. Obama had
promised to act unilaterally on immigration reform by the
end of the summer, but recently announced he would
delay action until after the November Congressional
elections. An executive order could save millions of
unauthorized immigrants from deportation.
__________
For more details, see www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
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Peace and Justice Calendar
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
October 4, 2014 (Saturday, 9-10:30am) Lancaster, PA
Potential for U. S. Diplomacy with Iran
Gareth Porter, an independent investigative journalist and
historian covering US national security policy.
New book:
Manufactured Crisis: The Untold Story of the Iran Nuclear Scare
(2014).
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave.,
Lancaster, PA For more information,
see www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org

Drones: Protest and Peacemaking
October 7, 2014 (Tuesday, 7pm) Philadelphia
Peacemaking in an Era of Drone Warfare,
with Medea Benjamin of Code Pink, the short film
“Wounds of Waziristan, ” and round table discussion.
Location: Project HOME, 1515 Fairmount Ave., Phila.
October 25, 2014 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests continue at Reaper Drone Command Center
at the Horsham Air National Guard Station.
For details, see

www.brandywinepeace.com/evemts/

October 12, 2014 (Sunday, 3:00-5:00pm) Lancaster
Militarism and Human Rights Abuses in Latin America
Speaker: Roy Bourgeois, former Maryknoll priest, facilitated
by Latin America Interest Group of LIPW.
Roy Bourgeois was born in Lutcher, Louisiana in 1938. He
graduated from the University of Louisiana with a degree in
Geology, then spent four years in the military. He received the
Purple Heart I Vietnam. After the military, Roy entered the
Maryknoll Order and was ordained a Catholic priest. Bourgeois is
known as founder of School of Americas Watch in Georgia.
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave.,
Lancaster, PA
For more information,
see www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
November 1, 2014 (Saturday: 9am -10:30 pm) Lancaster
Advocacy for Peace, with Timothy Seidel. Ph.D Candidate and
Graduate Assistant at American University – School of International Service. Seidel served with Mennonite Central Committee
in the West Bank, and led Lancaster Theological Seminary’s term
in Jerusalem, 2014.
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren 1601 Sunset Ave.,
Lancaster, PA
For more information,
see www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org

November 8, 2014 (Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm) Allentown, PA
The Heart of Justice: Jesus in Prison. This workshop will
focus on ways we can begin to remake our criminal justice system
to provide healing, hope, restoration, and reconciliation to both
offenders and victims of crime.
Location: St. John’s UCC, 36 S. 6th St., Allentown, PA
Sponsored by Lehigh County Conference of Churches / Justice &
Advocacy, and partner organizations. See justice.ppjr.org for
details and registration.
December 13, 2014 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
55th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in
Bethlehem at 10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square where the Pilgrimage begins.
Pilgrims may join at any point along the way. The pilgrimage
concludes at Christ United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally.
Guest speaker after supper will be Rev. Gregory J. Edwards,
Senior Pastor of Resurrected Life Community Church in
Allentown and CEO of the Resurrected Community Development
Corporation which includes the Campaign for Change to address
racial and ethnic disparities in Allentown’s educational and
economic systems. His presentation is entitled: “Our Journey
to Justice.” For more information, see www.peacewalk.org
Feb. 13-15, 2015 Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Steve Kriss and Jenifer Eriksen Morales will lead the adult
program, “Powerful Beyond Measure: An honest con-

versation about power, peace, and transformation.”
There will also be activities for children.
See peaceretreat.ppjr.org

New Resources:
These are free publications in PDF format on current
economic issues, with lots of charts and illustrations.
(See efpjc.ppjr.org for direct links to these publications)
Tax Fairness Booklet (americansfortaxfairness.org)
U.S. tax policy: fact sheets, examples, polling questions
It’s Time for Tax Reform in Pennsylvania
(Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center - pennbpc.org)
Presentation slides on Pennsylvania tax policy issues
Seniors Poverty & Opportunity Profile
(from Half in Ten and the National
Senior Citizens Law Center - nsclc.org)

Jesus Christ, Peacemaker: A New
Theology of Peace, by Terry Rynne,
Ph.D. who is the founder of the Marquette
University's Center for Peacemaking and
currently a professor of Peace Studies at
Marquette. (Sept. 2014: $22 from pace e
bene)
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The Lehigh Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

The Heart of Justice: Jesus in Prison*
Saturday, November 8, 2014
St. John’s United Church of Christ

The Heart of Justice:
Jesus in Prison
Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
St. John’s UCC
Lord, when did we see you ... in prison

36 S. Sixth Street
Allentown, PA 18101

Program:

The "War on Drugs," the "War on Crime," and "Zero
Tolerance" polices have failed to reduce crime rates with their focus on
harsh punishment; but these policies have resulted in mass incarceration;
run-away spending on jails, prisons, and law enforcement; and
exploitation of people of color, people in poverty, and people with mental
disabilities. Our fall workshop will focus on ways we can begin to
remake our criminal justice system to provide healing, hope, restoration,
and reconciliation to both offenders and victims of crime.

Plenary Speakers:
Rev. Neftali (Charles) Olmeda, 3rd Day Worship Center
Andrea James, Families for Justice as Healing

Workshop Topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mentoring residents returning from prison – an introduction for volunteers
Building a comprehensive prisoner reentry program in Pennsylvania
Restorative practices in the community: a pilot program in Allentown
Conversation with Andrea James / Families for Justice as Healing
Disproportionate Minority Contact
Assistance for Youth, Families of Prisoners, and Prisoner Reentry

Continental breakfast and lunch are included (suggested donation: $10)
(students or unemployed: FREE, or what you can afford)
Sponsored by the Justice and Advocacy Committee of
The Lehigh Conference of Churches - and Lehigh Valley partner organizations.

Space is limited: please pre-register – by Nov. 5 online or by phone:
*See details and program updates at justice.ppjr.org or contact
the TLCC office at 610-433-6421 or Bob Walden at justice@ppjr.org.

8:30 am
Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation
9:00– 9:45 Plenary 1: Welcome, Devotions, Introductions
Rev. Neftali (Charles) Olmeda
10:00-11:15 Breakout Session A - Parallel Workshops
11:20-12:30 Plenary 2: Andrea James
12:30 - 1:15 Lunch
1:15 - 2:30 Breakout Session B - Parallel Workshops
2:30 - 3:30 Plenary 3: Wrap Up: What Comes Next?
Plenary Speakers:
• Neftali "Charles” Olmeda is Senior Pastor of the multi-ethnic, bi-lingual, 3rd Day
Worship Center in Allentown, affiliated with the Assemblies of God. Rev. Olmeda has
served as President of the Board of Directors of the Lehigh Conference of Churches and
currently leads a planning committee focused on providing re-entry assistance for people
returning from prison.
• Andrea James has worked within the criminal justice system for more than 25 years
as a youth worker to a former criminal defense attorney. She dedicated her time and
resources to providing zealous representation to families within her community of
Roxbury, Mass. In 2009 she was disbarred as an attorney and sentenced to 24 months in
federal prison. What she encountered in prison motivated her to establish Families for
Justice as Healing, a criminal justice reform organization advocating for community
wellness initiatives to replace the "War on Drugs" and incarceration.

Breakout Topics*:
! Mentoring residents returning from prison – an introduction for volunteers,
with Latif Matt, reentry coordinator, Lehigh County Community Corrections
! Building a comprehensive prisoner reentry program in Pennsylvania,
with Zelma Lang, WordSong Ministries, Lockhaven, PA
! Restorative practices in the community: a pilot program in urban Allentown,
with Sherri Brokopp Binder & Ben Walter, Ripple Restorative Practices program
! Families for Justice as Healing – conversation with Andrea James
! Disproportionate Minority Contact,
with Thomas Ganser, Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative
! Assistance for Youth, Families of Prisoners, and Prisoner Reentry
with Joyce Daugherty, exec. director, THE PROGRAM for Women and Families
___________________

* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule updates, and for program details, directions, and parking information, at
justice.ppjr.org or Email: justice@ppjr.org or call theTLCC office at 610-433-6421.

