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“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” – Matthew 25:37-40
In our state and national debates about budget priorities – health care, food
and housing assistance, public services, national security and law
enforcement – it is commonly assumed that some people in difficult
circumstance are deserving of help, and others are not because of their bad
habits, poor judgement, or past mistakes.
In biblical times, Jesus – in defiance of the scribes, the religious and political
leaders of his time – made no such distinctions, breaking the debt and purity
codes that served to define the social status of lepers and other “sinners.”
But how should we respond to the growing number of homeless and hungry
people in our communities, and to the widening disparity between the very
rich and everyone else?

A Warm Place in a Cold World
Upper Bucks Code Blue Shelter Program
Les Rice and Dave Heckler*
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In the face of an exceptionally cold winter, Upper Bucks Code Blue began
providing emergency shelter and a hot meal to the homeless in the vicinity of
Quakertown (Upper Bucks County) on winter nights from December through
March when the temperature and/or wind chill fell below 26 degrees. West
Swamp Mennonite Church, Salem Mennonite
Church, and St Isidore’s Roman Catholic
Church, all of Quakertown, took the lead in
getting this much-needed program started in
Upper Bucks by serving as shelter sites and
supplying most of the 80 volunteers who made
the program succeed this past winter.
Volunteers transported the homeless from pickup sites to the shelter, supervised the shelter
overnight, provided evening and morning
meals, returned guests to their pick-up sites, and
maintained linens and cleaning supplies. In
order for the shelter to be open, it needed to be
fully staffed by volunteers (generally 9 to 12
per night).

West Swamp took the lead in getting the Upper Bucks program started by
offering to be the shelter site for December and January, and supplying the
majority of volunteers to staff the shelter. There were thirty-some volunteers
when the program started, eighteen of them from West Swamp.
(continued on page 2)

A Warm Place ...
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The winter of 2013-14 presented a major challenge for this
new program which observed a “Code Blue emergency” a
total of 80 nights, and the Upper Bucks shelter was open
every “Code Blue” night, fully staffed, even during the
numerous snowstorms. The level of commitment and
enthusiasm for the program by the volunteers has been
inspiring!
As expected, the response by homeless people to this new
program was slow to develop. It took some time to get the
word out that a new shelter existed and to
earn the trust of these people society has
often forgotten. The first three nights
Upper Bucks Code Blue was open in
December, no one came to the shelter;
but the number of homeless using the
shelter increased each month, and in
March, an average of 12-15 homeless
guests came each night. In total, 46
different homeless guests were served by
the shelter this past winter. These
numbers sharply contrasted with previous
county “point-in-time” counts of the
homeless in Upper Bucks in recent years,
providing a stark reminder of the extent
of the need that exists in our region.
Ed Manning
We do have one very sad and tragic story which shocked us
all. Our very first guest came to the shelter Friday, Dec. 13.
Ed Manning was 61, living in a trailer in Kintnersville
without heat, electricity or water. He drove to the West
Swamp shelter Friday night, had a warm bed and two hot
meals. Saturday morning, while driving home in the
Nockamixon area, he lost control of his car, hit a tree and
was killed. We continue to feel the shock and grief of this
experience. In one brief encounter, we had already grown to
care deeply about Ed. Many challenges still face us as we
try to establish this ministry in our community.
Other churches in the area were slow to join with West
Swamp, both as shelter sites and in supplying volunteers.
But the example set by West Swamp was a beacon to the
community, and interest grew rapidly during the winter.
Salem Mennonite Church agreed to be the shelter site for
February, but still relied heavily on West Swamp
volunteers; and St. Isidore’s Catholic Church was the shelter
site for March.
Other area churches began expressing interest in the
program as well, but it was not easy to find enough
volunteers . While 80 volunteers sounds like a lot, with as
many Code Blue nights as we had this winter, it pushed us
to our limits. We especially needed more men for overnight
duty. We also needed people with four wheel drive vehicles
to transport the homeless on snowy Code Blue days.
-2-

When we see the thankful faces of the homeless and the
enthusiastic faces of our volunteers, we know God’s hand is
at work in doing a new thing in our community. We started
out to serve the homeless, now we are just helping friends!
Why Upper Bucks?
It was a story shared over three years ago that drew our
attention to the realities of homelessness in the Upper Bucks
region: On one of the coldest nights of the winter, someone
had seen three people walking down route 309, carrying a
handful of their personal possessions
in garbage bags. They were en route
to Telford to pick up a bus that would
take them to Trinity Lutheran Church
in Lansdale, the nearest Code Blue
emergency sheltering site. Other
stories followed of people losing
their homes and seeking refuge at
local motels, where they were
granted shelter at $50 a night and
handed a list of the local churches to
call for assistance; of people camped
out in January at the Lake Towhee
Campsites and in cars behind
Walmart; and of course, the many
calls that come to local churches
seeking help with rent or housing.
For the folks headed to Lansdale, we
heard there were a few people in Perkasie occasionally
picking them up and taking them to Lansdale; but how much
help was that if their home, temporary as it may be, was in
Upper Bucks?
Within the Quakertown Ministerium, it was agreed
something needed to be done. The Grundy House in
Quakertown and its sister residences throughout Bucks
County stood as testimony to what might be possible if
churches, community organizations, and county leaders
recognized the realities of homelessness in the county and
decided to address them. We didn’t think we were ready to
pull that off yet— but emergency sheltering for the homeless
in the coldest parts of the winter? We believed we could do
that. So with the encouragement of other Christian-driven
Code Blue sheltering ministries in Bucks County (most
especially Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need,
or AHTN), we worked to get a Code Blue sheltering ministry
up and running here in Upper Bucks, finally providing
overnight emergency shelter for folks at West Swamp
Mennonite Church during the month of December 2013.
And thus Upper Bucks Code Blue was born.
___________
*This story is an edited compilation of three reports by Les Rice,
Missions Chairperson at West Swamp Mennonite Church and Dave
Heckler, Pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical Luthern Church in
Quakertown. Read all three complete stories at efpjc.ppjr.org .

A Victory for Immigrant Rights in Philadelphia: The End of ICE Holds
For several years, Philadelphia police have reported arrests
of undocumented immigrants to U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) with the result that hundreds of
immigrants have been deported as a result of minor crimes,
or even if they were cleared of wrong doing.
On April 16, Philadelphia Family Unity Network (PFUN)†
witnessed the signing of the most progressive policy in the
country, which in essence will end the enforcement of ICE
holds in Philadelphia, representing years of organizing,
coalition building, and hard work by community groups
across the city. (ICE holds are non-mandatory requests from
the federal deportation office to local law enforcement to
hold someone who should otherwise be released.) It also
represents successful partnerships with Mayor Nutter's
administration and City Council, who have worked alongside
the community organizations to make Philadelphia a truly
welcoming city.
Philadelphia police and prison staff have been instructed to
ignore ICE holds, and not to contact ICE regarding the
release of an individual from the criminal system. ICE holds

Pennsylvania’s Budget Crisis
The proposed 2014-15 budget presented by Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Corbett earlier this year included a 3.3%
increase in discretionary spending to $29.3 billion.
However, state tax receipts for the current fiscal
year which ends June 30th are running about 2%
behind projections, and the forecast for next year
predicts an even larger revenue shortfall. There
will be intense debate in Harrisburg between now
and June 30th about how to close the budget gap.
Here‘s a brief summary of some of the issues up
for discussion.
Public Education: The budget proposed in
February for PreK–12th grade included a 3%
increase over 2013-14 funding, but after
accounting for postponed employer pension
payments, 2014-15 spending would still be below
2008-09, with the result that more teacher layoffs
have been anticipated again this year. And if the
drop in state revenue is reflected in the revised
school budget, there will be more staff cuts in
schools that are already overstressed.
Pennsylvania’s state share of funding for PreK-12 education
has declined to 34%, so that Pennsylvania ranked 47th in the
2011 survey of state funding for public education (the most
recent report available.)
____________
A full review of Pennsylvania budget issues is beyond ths scope of
this newsletter, but the Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center
(www.pennbpc.org) provides excellent reviews and analysis of
major budget issues..
-3-

have been removed from the prison system database. This
policy goes further to protect the rights of Philadelphia
residents than policies of any other major U.S. city.
Immigrant advocates have begun meeting with state
legislators to support the Pennsylvania DREAM Act which
would provide access to higher education for immigrants
who came here as children; and the Drivers License bill to
allow all people, regardless of immigration status, access to
an unmarked PA Drivers License.
Last fall the U.S. Senate approved an Immigration Reform
bill, but so far House majority leader John Boehner has
declined to bring it to the floor for a vote in the U.S. House
of Representatives in spite of strong support from religious
leaders and immigrant rights organizations.
__________
† Philadelphia Family Unity Network (PFUN) includes several
immigrant support groups: New Sanctuary Movement, JUNTOS,
1LOVE Movement, Victims and Witness South Philadelphia, and
Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition (PICC).

Corrections/Prisons: The proposed budget of $2.04
billion includes a 4% increase for 2014-15, while there was
a 2% decrease in prison population last year. Pennsylvania
is just starting to follow the trend of neighboring states that
have substantially reduced prison populations in the last
several years, but new prisons
are still under construction in
Pennsylvania. Bottom line:
the Corbett budget would
provide 26% more for prisons
than for higher education.
Revenue: Governor Corbett
has insisted on “no new
taxes,” relying on cuts to some
programs (mostly human
services) and one-time fund
transfers to boost spending in
other areas. Specifically, the
2014-15 budget calls for onetime transfers from the
Tobacco Settlement Fund and
from oil & gas leases to the
General Fund; it would further
delay underfunded employee pension payments; and shorten
the time that citizens have to retrieve “unclaimed property.”
Rep. Gene DiGirolamo (R-Bucks) has proposed other
options for increasing revenue, such as enacting a natural gas
severance tax comparable to those in other states, freezing
previously enacted business tax cuts, including the Capital
Stock and Franchise Tax which has been progressively
reduced for several years, and closing corporate tax
loopholes. [See more details at www.GeneDiGirolamo.com]

Peace and Justice Calendar
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
May 10, 2014 (Saturday, 4-6pm) Philadelphia, PA
New Sanctuary Movement will be host to a free documentary film
screening: "Kids United Against Deportation,"discussion
panel and art exhibit. This new film, made in collaboration with
PhillyCAM and AFRICOM, features testimonies from immigrant
youth from Philadelphia, Honduras, Mexico, Ecuador, the Dominican Republic, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Ghana. "Kids United
Against Deportation" captures honest portrayals of deportation and
its impacts through the voices of these young Philadelphia leaders.
Location: PhillyCAM Studios, 699 Ranstead St. in Philadelphia.
May 15, 2014 (Thursday, 7:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
Prof. David Kieran will speak on“The Iraq/Afghanistan Wars:
Trauma, Mental Health & Suicide” in the military and the
effort of policy makers to come to terms with the phenomenon.
This is the first in a series on The Environmental, Human and
Economic Impact/Consequences of War
The Department of Veterans Affairs reports that there are more
than 22 suicides every day. That’s a suicide every 65 minutes.
David Kieran, Visiting Assistant Professor of American Studies,
Franklin and Marshall College, has just returned from Amsterdam
where he attended an event on Militarism and the Environment. His
teaching and research focus on contemporary U.S. culture including
the place of the military in American society, and the public
remembrance of war from Vietnam to the War on Terror.
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Avenue
(Chapel: Office Entrance). For more information,
see www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
May 20-22, 2014 Perkasie, PA: Veterans Ministry Workshop
“Restoring Soul and Society from War.” This three-day
workshop will be led by Rev. Chris Antal, Staff Chaplain at
Soldier’s Heart and former Army Chaplain in Afghanistan. The
workshop will empower people for congregational ministry to tend
to the moral, spiritual, and emotional wounds of war among
veterans and their families, and engage congregations in the
prophetic imperative to serve as a moral compass for the nation.
Participating congregations and faith-based organizations are
encouraged, where possible, to register teams from their community
who are committed to implementing the lessons learned from the
workshop.
Tues., May 20: 6 pm – Registration, 7 pm – Workshop
Wed., May 21: 9 am to 5 pm – Workshop;
7:30 pm – Community Interfaith Service
Thurs., May 22: 9 am to 3 pm – Workshop
Cost: $145 (includes lunch); local lodging available: $35 per night
Location: St. Andrew’s UCC, 615 E. Walnut St. Perkasie, PA
18944. (215) 257-2880, email: office@standrewsucc.org
Register: by phone or email. See PDF brochure and details at
www.standrewsucc.org/veterans-ministry-team-touchstone-veter
ans-outreach

Drones: Monthly Protests at Horsham
May 31 & June 28, 2014 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests continue at Reaper Drone Command Center
at the Horsham Air National Guard Station. See January 2014
issue of Peace & Justice News for location and other details.
Also, check the Brandywine events calendar for updated
information: www.brandywinepeace.com – scroll down to
the events calendar listing; click on the relevant date, then click
on "More details..."

Members of the James
Street Mennonite Church,
Lancaster, are among 40
protesters at the Horsham
Air Guard Station on
April 26, 2014.

Update: Conf. Peace & Justice Minister
Peace & Justice Minister Samantha Lioi is developing
a network of Peace Advocates that
currently represents twenty EDC/FMC
congregations; and in addition to
preaching and teaching at churches
throughout the two conferences, she has
been meeting with pastors and leaders
working on several areas of ministry:
Healing the Wounds of War Pastors and other
leaders from several congregations – Spring Mount,
Salford, Wellspring Church of Skippack, Zion, and
Plains – are developing ministries to provide healing and
support to combat veterans and their families.
Human Trafficking Conversation at the February 8th
meeting of Franconia Conference delegates identified
leaders of several congregations who are partnering to
stand against human trafficking. The participating
congregations include Ambler, RIPPLE, Blooming Glen,
Bally, Salford, Deep Run East, Souderton, Line
Lexington, Finland, Salem, Franconia, Swamp, and
Philadelphia Praise Center, and other congregations and
individuals are welcome to join this coalition.
Contact Samantha Lioi: Phone: 484-632-2651 or
Email: samantha@interculturalchurch.com
or see additional information at http://efpjc.ppjr.org
______________
Although Samantha is an employee of Franconia and Eastern
District Conferences, financial support for her work depends
entirely on designated contributions from congregations and
individuals.
Contributions may be sent to: Franconia Conference
Treasurer, 569 Yoder Road, Harleysville, PA 19438.
Checks Payable to: Franconia Conference
Memo: Peace and Justice Committee, Peace Minister
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