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Ambassadors for Reconciliation
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation
to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

– 2 Corinthians 5:17-20
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Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
Conflict: An Opportunity to Improve Relationships
by Sherri Michalovic
Throughout church history, there have been gut-wrenching issues that people
have wrestled with. In the early church the first issue was about which Jewish
rules Gentile Christians should obey, specifically whether the men should be
circumcised, whether Gentiles should have to eat kosher meat, and how Gentile
Christian widows should be treated by the church. In more recent church history,
in the 19th century, it was how the Bible was used to justify both slavery of
Africans and African-Americans and the abolition of slavery. In the 20th century
it was about how the church related to people who had gotten divorced and
remarried. Today, ordaining women is an issue in some churches. Among
Anabaptists today, the two gut wrenchers are how to continue being a “Peace
Church” and how straight Christians should relate to gay and lesbian Christians.
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At this year’s retreat, Ron Hertzler, who teaches at
Christopher Dock high school, spoke and led activities
about peacemaking. We reviewed and deepened our
knowledge and practice of using conflict to promote
healthy relationships with those that we interact with.
Although speaking in “I statements” may be a practice
that we know, we don’t do it often enough, so the
review and practice were welcomed by the retreat
participants.

___________

Ron also led us in an activity that he does with high
school students. In this activity, a narrative about a
high school student having a rough day was read by a
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narrator. At key moments in the narrative, volunteers
read scripted words that were demoralizing to the
student. The visual aid accompanying this exercise was a paper heart that had
pieces regularly torn out of it each time an insensitive comment was made. Then
the narrative was read again. This time instead of making hurtful statements, the
volunteers said encouraging words, and the outcome at the end of these
encounters was a boy with a whole heart and loving relationships with the people
in his life. (Many of us thought that an abbreviated version of this exercise
would be a fun and useful activity to do during “children’s time” in worship
services.)
(continued on page 2

Winter Peace Retreat ...

(continued from page 1)

Everyone at retreat was excited that “Conflict
Transformation” has now become a full class part of the
curriculum at Christopher Dock, so that high school students
can have this training as nonviolent followers of Jesus.
The second speaker at the retreat,
Lorie Hershey who is the pastor of
West Philadelphia Mennonite
Fellowship, explained the process
that her church created and used in
its exploration of “Sexual
Orientation and Following Jesus”.
(The box at the right contains a
partial summary of that process.)
At the retreat, after hearing about
the experiences at West Philly Mennonite, the retreat
participants had a heartfelt discussion about what they longed
to experience in their congregations and how, because each
congregation is unique, there is no “cookie-cutter” one-sizefits-all process that all churches can use.
The members of Pastor Lorie’s church contributed to the
discussion by sharing that there had been a lot of vulnerable
sharing in their discernment process and that it was
extremely helpful to the congregation that throughout the
process, Pastor Lorie and the other members of the pastoral
team, maintained a calm non-anxious presence as the
leadership and that this helped everyone in the congregation
to not let their anxieties paralyze them.
Both Ron Hertzler and Lorie Hershey are happy to share
materials that they use in their work.

During Sunday morning’s worship, the children shared
pictures that they had made during the weekend based on the
painting “The Peaceable Kingdom”.
We were also blessed with
breathtaking gorgeous snow
and icicles this weekend, lots
of warm indoor places to read,
stay warm, and look at the
snow through large light-filled
windows AND time to enjoy
outdoor winter fun.

West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship (WPMF)

2012 Discernment Process
In April of 2012, our congregation embarked on a deliberate
6-month discernment process to clarify our position
regarding sexual orientation and membership at WPMF.
We began by covenanting as a congregation to healthy ways
of working together, and trusting God’s Spirit. And so we
shared our hopes and fears, our personal stories and beliefs,
and listened to one another deeply. Together, we studied
Scripture, our own assumptions, and prayed. There was
openness and vulnerability as we began to look at our own
lives, not just the lives of others. We took time to hear from
as many voices as possible by facilitating a variety of
settings and formats for dialogue.
In November 2012, we approved by consensus the
proposal below from the Pastoral Team:
We affirm that the phrase “Any person” [in our current
membership guidelines] does include persons of any sexual
orientation. We understand living out one’s sexuality with
faithfulness and integrity to be part of the commitment to
follow Jesus Christ as Lord. All members are welcomed
and encouraged to participate fully in the life and
leadership of the congregation.
We have been encouraged and humbled by the level of
dedication to work at this together: the openness and
vulnerability in sharing, and the patience, respect, love and
care shown to each other. We expressed our disagreements,
our pain, and our joy along the way. And we have grown
stronger as a congregation and closer to each other in this
process.
During this time of discernment, we have expressed a
desire for a deeper relationship with Christ, and a
continued journey towards faithfulness. Many of us
continue to live with questions concerning sexual
orientation and faithful living as followers of Jesus. Yet we
are committed to work together as Christ’s body, allowing
for disagreement while seeking God.
We have also expressed the desire to broaden our
understanding of inclusiveness; and to seek healthy
sexuality for all.
We want to reflect on 1) inclusiveness in other areas
such as ethnicity, and economics; and 2) healthy sexuality
for all sexual orientations. We recognize the need to look at
our own brokenness and biases, and be open to God’s
healing in our attitudes and actions in these areas.
We have also expressed a desire to stay connected to
Franconia Mennonite Conference and the larger Mennonite
Church. We recognize that within the Mennonite Church
there is not agreement on this issue, and that this is a time
of discernment for the larger church. We will continue to
journey as a congregation and with our sisters and brothers
in MCUSA, holding the tension of disagreeing in love.
And so we desire to seek ways to communicate and
demonstrate hospitality to all whom Jesus calls our
neighbor.

Congregations Engaged
in Justice and Peace
Fairfield Mennonite Church (FMC)
FMC, like many congregations, has a food pantry which
served an average of about 90 families last year. The pantry
which began in 1971, is open on the third Friday afternoon of
each month.
Last year FMC started a
community garden on the church property, just
as a trial, and decided that whatever was
harvested during any week the food pantry is
open would be distributed to the food pantry.
Recently FMC invited a Palestinian student from Gettysburg
college to speak at the church. She is from the Gaza strip,
and her family is still there. She spoke on what it's like to
grow up in Palestine with air strikes and bombings and the
blockade, making church members aware of what life is like
for Palestinians. The conversation presented a very different
picture than what most people glean from the American
press. People who participated in the conversation were
reminded of the power and influence of our public media,
and now perceive that what's going on in Palestine could be
called genocide.

Wellspring Church of Skippack
Wellspring Church is still engaged in restorative justice,
including prison ministry at Graterford SCI which borders
the church property. Also, every year at Christmas time,
through Angel Tree Ministries, the church invites families of
prisoners for a time of fellowship which includes a play, a
big holiday dinner, and gifts for everyone. Some of those
families have continued to be in fellowship with the church,
even now that the winter holidays are past.

Ripple - Allentown
The pastoral team at Ripple has been training in restorative
practices with the International Institute for Restorative
Practices in Bethlehem, and they have had occasion to use
the restorative circle process with some folks in the
congregation, in response to theft or other incidents.

Authorization for Use of Military Force
by Peter Lems*
Ten days after September 11, 2001 there was a bill passed in
Congress that was called the Authorization for Use of
Military Force (AUMF).
There was one member of
Congress who said no – Rep. Barbara Lee from California.
She is still a member of Congress. Everybody else was
intimidated and said, “Yes, of course! There must be a
response to what happened on 9/11.” This bill has 17 lines
and it basically gives the President a blank check to hold
those responsible for 9/11 to account; and it gives the
President permission to use military force, which is of
course what we ended up choosing to do.
That law is still in effect today, and the reason it's important
to have a campaign to repeal the AUMF is that it not only
provides the cover to have US troops in Afghanistan, it also
allows for the detention of detainees in Guantanamo Bay
who are considered responsible for the attacks of 9/11. It also
allows for the NSA spying overseas that Edward Snowden
revealed–because we are gathering data on people who might
have been responsible for 9/11. It's also used to justify the
use of our drones to attack people in Pakistan or Yemen or
Somalia. So the AUMF, while it was the blank check to
start the wars of 9/11, is still being used today – almost 13
years later – as the justification for a host of U.S. policies.
We want to remember that Barbara Lee was the only person
who stood up in Congress to say no to this green light for a
broad military response to 9/11. There was a bill introduced
in the House of Representatives last summer by Rep. Adam
Schiff (also from California) to repeal the AUMF, and the
bill had over 185 supporters. Just 40 more would have
required a straight vote on repealing the AUMF. Although
we may think of Congress as broken and stuck, mostly not
doing anything, this is one instance where there has been
substantial movement, and it would be important for all of us
to meet with our representatives to make sure that they are
aware of this option to repeal the AUMF.
If the AUMF is repealed, will all of these things go away?
Will Guantanamo go away? Will the drones strikes go away?
Will the ongoing presence in Afghanistan go away? They
may not, and the U.S. government may still choose to pursue
those tactics, but what is interesting about this campaign is
that in order to do that, the administration will have to ask
permission, and that step of having to ask permission gives
us a chance to start talking about, “Well, when will the war
on terror end? And how long will we have Guantanamo
Bays in the United States? How long will we continue to
have armed drones strikes around the world?”
________
*Peter Lems is program director for Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran at
the American Friends Service Committee. This is an excerpt from
his talk Dec. 14, 2014 in conjunction with the Christmas Peace
Pilgrimage in Bethlehem, PA. There are links to related resources
on our web page efpjc.ppjr.org
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Peace and Justice Calendar
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 4-6, 2014
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
The Friends Center, 1501 Cherry St. in Philadelphia will
host the events listed below. For details, see the events listing at
www.friendscentercorp.org/?page_id=115

A Weekend on Palestine and Israel
“5 Broken Cameras” and Economic Activism
March 7, 2014 (Friday, 6:30--8:15pm) Discussion with the
Palestinian Quaker activists Sandra Tamari and Dalit Baum.
Sandra is a member of the St. Louis Palestine Solidarity
Committee and a steering committee member of the US
Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation. Dalit is a founding
member of the Israeli Coalition of Women for Peace and the
founder of Who Profits. They will be speaking about their efforts
to push for a just and lasting peace in Palestine and Israel which
includes freedom, equality, and justice for all people.
March 8, 2014 (Saturday, 7:15--9:45pm) Screening of the
Oscar Nominated film “5 Broken Cameras” and conversation
with Iyad Burnat. Iyad is the head of the Popular Committee
Against the Wall in Bilin and a leader in the nonviolent struggles
there to oppose the confiscation of village land and the
construction of the Wall. Iyad is also the brother of Emad Burnat
who co-directed “5 Broken Cameras”. After a showing of the
film, Iyad will speak about life in Bilin and Palestine and will
answer audience questions.

The Impact of Mass Incarceration
March 9, 2014 (Sunday, 4:00--6:30pm) Film screening and
discussion on the impact of mass incarceration: The films
“Comrade Sunshine” and “Detroit’s Native Son,” will be
followed by discussion with Speakers Dominique Stevenson,
Wahid Shakur, and Yusef “Bunchy” Shakur of AFSC Friend a
Friend Program.

AFSC* Poster Exhibition
March 10-27, 2014 AFSC will be hosting
the poster exhibition “Boycott! The Art of
Economic Activism” with panel discussion
on Wed., March 12, 7:00pm (exhibit opens at
6:15 pm). See www.afsc.org/boycott/ .
_________________________

*American Friends Serivce Committee (AFSC)
March 28-29, 2014 (Fri. 1pm–8:30pm, Sat. 8:15am–5:45pm)
Friends of Sabeel North American Conference on Israel Palestine.
Program Registration: $120 ($150 after 3/14); other options for
students, meals, lodging, one-day registration.
Location: Friends Center, 1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia.
See www.phillyfosna.org for details and registration.

March 21-24, 2014 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
“Jesus Weeps – Resisting Violence, Building Peace” –
Ecumenical Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues,
eco-justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event
will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just
across the Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday
evening, and includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $210, which includes some meals. Lodging at the
Doubletree Crystal City is an additional $125 per night (plus tax) but this cost can be reduced by sharing your room with others, and
there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org.

Drones: Education / Action
March 29, 2014 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests resume at Reaper Drone Command Center at
the Horsham Air National Guard Station. See January 2014
issue of Peace & Justice News for location and other details.
Also, check the Brandywine events calendar for updated
information: www.brandywinepeace.com – scroll down to
the events calendar listing; click on the relevant date, then click
on "More details..."
March 29, 2014 (Saturday,10 am – 3 pm) Philadelphia area
“Actually Ending Hunger at Home: What Would It Take?”
Confirmed speakers include Yael Lehmann of The Food Trust, Bill
Clark of Philabundance, Barbie Izquierdo of A Place at the Table,
and Eric Mitchell of Bread for the World.
Register by March 19 to reserve lunch. (See web link at
bread.ppjr.org for more details and registration. )
Location: Villanova University, Driscoll Hall, 800 E. Lancaster
Ave., Villanova, PA 19085
March 29, 2014 (Saturday, 5pm) Bethlehem, PA
LEPOCO's Annual Dinner meeting. Banquet features a vegetarian
feast, a music by the LEPOCO Peace Singers. Randy Kehler,
pacifist and advocate for social justice, will speak on the topic
"Resisting the Secrecy and Lies that Make War (and Other Forms
of Violence) Possible." In 1969, Kehler returned his Vietnam draft
card to the Selective Service, refusing to argue that he was a
conscientious objector. He served twenty-two months of a two-year
prison sentence.
Location: Wesley United Methodist Church , 2540 Center Street,
Bethlehem, PA. Contact the LEPOCO Peace Center (313 West 4th
Street, Bethlehem, PA, 18015) at 610-691-8730, lepoco@fast.net
for reservations, to volunteer, or for additional information.
Web: www.lepoco.org
April 6-7, 2014 (Sat.-Sun.) Days of Prayer and Action for
Peace in Colombia (see washington.mcc.org/days )
April 26, 2014 (Sat., 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
“Reforming US Food Aid / Ending Hunger in America” – annual
food/hunger training event with Bread for the World.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 3231 Tilghman
Street (at Cedar Crest Blvd.), Allentown, PA 18104
(See bread.ppjr.org for details and program updates)
April 27, 2014 (Sunday) Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation
(see www.interfaithpeacewalk.org )
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