Peace and Justice news
January 2014

Vol. 10, No. 1

Peace and Justice Committee
Eastern District Conference
Franconia Mennonite Conference
Mennonite Church USA
An occasional newsletter for local
church peace representatives

_________________
Contents
! The Cost or War
– The Ultimate Cost of War . . . . . 1
– Protest at Horsham Air Ground
Station - Unmanned Drones 1

– Afghanistan and Iraq:
Are the Wars Really Over? . 2

The Ultimate Cost of War
Thus says the Lord:
A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more. – Jeremiah 31:15
In the wake of our terribly destructive wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, our
drone strikes in Pakistan, and economic policies that greatly benefit a few
at the expense of many, Martin Luther King’s words, spoken in response to
the Vietnam War, ring true today with ever more urgency:
"We still have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence or violent
co-annihilation. We must move past indecision to action. We must find new
ways to speak for peace in Vietnam and justice throughout the developing
world, a world that borders on our doors. If we do not act, we shall surely
be dragged down the long, dark, and shameful corridors of time reserved for
those who possess power without compassion, might without morality, and
strength without sight."
– “A Time to Break Silence,” April 4, 1967

Protest at Horsham Air Ground Station
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by Carolynn Boyd
On Nov. 30, 2013, around 30 protesters, including myself, stood with various
protest signs bringing awareness to the community surrounding the Horsham Air
Ground Station, (formally called, Willow Grove Naval Air Station). The Air
Ground Station plans to become the ground control for the MQ-9 Reaper, an
unmanned drone that launches an AGM-114 Hellfire missile that turns, whatever
it lands on, an inferno. Many protesters
were from Veterans for Peace as well as
Quaker and Mennonite peace
organizations. So why should we be
opposed to a drone center?
A drone is an unmanned aircraft
controlled usually by a two member
team sitting comfortably in front of a
video screen that, with just a press of a
button, can make a small unarmed town
in Afghanistan or Pakistan, thousands
of miles away from Horsham, PA,
become an inferno. This is not a game.
It’s not a simulation. This is killing
innocent villagers. Most are poor
farmers minding their own business.
Forget getting the “Enemy”. But you
can be sure there will be Taliban
converts after losing their loved ones.
(continued on page 2)

Drone Protest ...

(continued from page 1)

An article from Living Under Drones by Stanford Law
School, interviewed witnesses such as Sadaullah Wazir, a
teenager and former student from the village of Machi Khel
in Mir Ali, North Waziristan. He was severely injured in a
Sept. 2009 drone strike on his grandfathers home. He has
filed a complaint before the UN Human Rights Council.
“Before the drone strikes started, my life was good. I used
to go to school and I used to be quite busy with that, but
after the drone strikes, I stopped going to school now. I was
happy because I thought I would become a doctor.” “Two
missiles were fired at our hujra and three people died. My
cousin and I were injured. We didn’t hear the missile at all
and then it was there. The last thing I remembered was that
we had just broken our fast where we had eaten and just
prayed. We were having tea and just eating a bit and then
there were missiles. When I gained consciousness, there
was a bandage on my eye. I don’t know what had happened
to my eye and I could only see from one.” Sadaulla lost
both of his legs and one of his eyes in the attack. “Before
the strike, my life was normal and very good because I
could go anywhere and do anything. But now I am not able
to do that because I have to stay inside. Sometimes I have
really bad headaches and if I walk too much (on my
prosthetic legs), my legs hurt a lot. Drones have drastically
affected life (in our area).”
This is not an isolated incident. Statistics reveal over 4,700
children have died as a result of drone strikes that have hit
their schools, homes and towns.
In Pakistan, thousands of citizens and victims of drone
attacks have gone out into the streets to protest American
drones. What did our government do? We stopped our
shipment of oil to the country in response to the protests.
This is the US way of “bullying” and punishing the Afghan
people. So much for Democracy.

Afghanistan and Iraq: Are the Wars Really Over?
by Peter Lems*
Do you remember the headlines a couple of years ago that said
US forces were leaving Iraq and that the war was over? It was
about this time of year, and there wasn't much fanfare; the
media didn't portray it as a victory, not as though we had won
anything in Iraq. It was just a quiet withdrawal. But as we
learned more about the details of what happened, we came to
understand that the reason the US forces left Iraq is that the
government of Iraq refused to give US troops immunity from
Iraqi law, and the US military decided: “we will not allow our
troops to be in any country where they are accountable to the
law of those people; we are only accountable to ourselves.”
The government of Iraq was unwilling to bend, and so, in fact,
we did pull out all the US soldiers from Iraq, and I think in the
minds of many people the war was over. People were starting
to look to the next horizon which was Afghanistan, and
President Obama, was going to end that war as well. What
got less coverage was the situation for the people of Iraq, and
the fact that the war for them did not end when the last US
soldier left. In fact the long legacy of war in Iraq will probably
require a decade of healing and reconciliation in order for them
to regain some sense of peace in that country, some sense of
healing. So I think we have amnesia around the effects of our
wars on the people, on the countries that we attack.
Something similar is happening right now in Afghanistan. The
US is supposed to end its combat mission in Afghanistan at
the end of this year, but at the same time we have a contract
with the government of Afghanistan that our military will stay
for an additional ten years in order to help them keep security
in the country. Our news media have reported that the
President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, is refusing to sign a
document called the bilateral security agreement that spells
out immunity for US troops which remain in Afghanistan after
the war is officially over – which is exactly what led the
government of Iraq to say no and the US troops to leave Iraq.

Drones are not the answer to terrorism. In fact, drone
attacks are an act of terrorism. As a result of our attacks,
Pakistan is now getting their own drones. The endless
killing continues. The most troubling use of drone warfare
is that our drone centers that detonate the aircraft are
detached from being exposed to the humans that get killed
by drones. The cost of going to war with actual soldiers is
costly whereas drones are cheaper to use. All our boys
come home each night. But the victims of drone attacks do
not come home. What’s next? This can escalate to drone
attacks right here in our own country because we set an
example to the rest of the world that drones are the answer
to all acts of terrorism. The cycle of death and fear
continues. Stand up for the welfare of all good people
around the world to be safe in their homes and say NO! to
drones.
_________

*Peter Lems, program director for Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran at the
American Friends Service Committee, was afternoon speaker on the
topic “Rekindling Our Commitment to Humanity and Democracy:
Lessons from Iraq” for the 54th annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage,
shortened to a 7-mile walk this winter by snow and ice. This is an
excerpt from Peter’s presentation. There are links to related resources
on our web page efpjc.ppjr.org.

*see page 4 for information about drone-related education and
action opportunities, and updates at efpjc.ppjr.org.
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In Afghanistan in particular we want the war to be over before
it's over. People are so sick of Afghanistan that they don't want
to hear about it, but we still have over 60,000 US soldiers
there, over 100,000 US contractors; we spend $6.7 billion a
month on that war – in Afghanistan. The wars have left the
headlines, but the Pentagon budget has not been scaled back.
So now many of the groups that were just antiwar during the
big wars following 9/11 are now starting to look at broader
issues of militarism and how we can cut the Pentagon budget.
________

Congregations Engaged in Justice and Peace
Here are a few more reports highlighting some of the
justice and peace activities of Eastern District and
Franconia churches from conversation with congregational Peace Representatives at our fall gathering.

Deep Run Mennonite Church East (DRE)
(Peace Representative is Jenny Bishop Kempf)

In 2012, DRE decided that instead of having a mission
week, as they had done for a number of years, they would
have a Salt & Light Weekend. It began in the fall of 2012
and was repeated last year. On Saturday, Sept. 14, many
members of the congregation arranged to do service
projects, responding to various local needs. Some
volunteered to work with community agencies, including
the Mennonite Resource Center and Habitat for Humanity.
Others visited people in the community who were seriously
ill or disabled, doing home maintenance, yard work, or
landscaping. Still others volunteered at a women's shelter
organizing canned goods, and some picked up trash along
a local roadway.
At Sunday morning worship, pastor Ken Burkholder spoke
about what it means to be Salt & Light (Matt. 5:13-16),
followed by testimony from many of those who took part in
the Saturday projects.[1] It has been a really positive
experience for everyone involved both years.
For a number of years Deep Run East has had a strong
connection with the MAMA project (Mujeres Amigas Miles
Apart) in Honduras.[2] Several times a year teams of church
members and neighbors travel to Honduras on mission trips
to help with medical, dental and construction brigades.
[1] An audio recording of the Sept. 15 sermon and testimony is
posted at www.deepruneast.org/worship/sermons/
[2] There’s more information about the MAMA project at
www.mamaproject.org, and a “DRE MAMA Project Journal,”
which documents the experiences of team members in Honduras
is posted at www.dremama.blogspot.com .

Zion Mennonite Church
(Peace Representative is Jeremiah Denlinger)

Zion is committed to hospitality for hungry and homeless
people, immigrants and refugees in the community. For
sixteen years the church has hosted a Table of Plenty lunch
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday every week, prepared
by volunteers and served at no charge for anyone in the
community who needs or wants to come for the meal.
Table of Plenty also serves Thanksgiving and Christmas
dinner for anyone who would otherwise be alone for the
holidays. In order to be in compliance with government
regulations for hosting meals, Zion has recently updated
and improved the kitchen.
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Zion also works closely with Keystone Opportunity Center
which is a comprehensive social services organization for
residents of upper Montgomery and Bucks counties. In
particular, church members have helped with the Interfaith
Hospitality Network homeless shelter program. Also, a
Keystone day shelter occupies a house owned by Zion
adjacent to the church.
Other folks at Zion have participated in the work of
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) or in SWAP mission
trips. SWAP (Sharing With Appalachian People) is a
program of Mennonite Central Committee which engages
work teams in home construction and restoration projects in
Kentucky or West Virginia while learning about Appalachia.
Once a month in partnership with Peaceful Living, Zion
makes the senior high room available for SOUL Night, which
is a community social event for adults with disabilities.Zion’s
members have been very supportive of these events,
especially the youth. Not only is it a special time for the
Peaceful Living participants, but it also provides a time of
respite for their caregivers.
For several years Zion has participated in the International
Visitor Exchange Program (IVEP), a program of the
Mennonite Central Committee. International volunteers
come to the United States to live with families here and
engage in the church's work. Volunteers are placed with
some of our Mennonite retirement communities or Ten
Thousand Villages, for example. The program has been good
for Zion, especially since the congregation is not particularly
diverse ethnically, racially, or internationally.

West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship (WPMF)
Because members of this urban congregation really care about
peace and justice issues, it has been a constant theme in
sermons,[3] Sunday School classes and sharing time during
worship. But, as Anne Yoder points out, to stay focused and
avoid burnout, it’s important for the church’s outreach to be
rooted in the Peace of Christ.
WPMF members were among those who began the interfaith
movement “Heeding God’s Call” in Philadelphia five years
ago to respond to gun violence in the city, and it’s one of the
areas in which the church is still engaged.
The church is also a member congregation of POWER
(Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower & Rebuild)[4]
which last year gave priority to four issues of importance to
city residents:
1. jobs – Airport Jobs Policy and a “Living Wage”
2. public education reform
3. immigration reform
4. respond to excessive incarceration and rising violence
____________

[3] See www.wpmf.org/SermonsPreached.htm
[4] POWER is the local PICO affiliate: www.powerphiladelphia.org.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
“Damascus Road” Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– [2014 schedule to be announced]
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– April 4-6, 2014
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
January 16, 2014 (Thursday, 8-10am) Harleysville, PA
Pastors & Leaders Breakfast: "Proactive Pastorship--On
Becoming a Church Invested in Racial Justice”. This brief
presentation will outline steps pastors can take toward empowering
themselves and their churches in the work of racial justice.
Cost: $7, includes buffet breakfast.
Location: Mennonite Conference Center, 569 Yoder Road,
Harleysville, PA. RSVP at www.franconiaconference.org/rsvp
January 26, 2014 (Sunday, 3-5pm) Lancaster, PA
Annual meeting of Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW)
Keynote: “After the War…” by Titus Peachey,
Peace Educator, Mennonite Central Committee U.S.,
followed by discussion on of the human,
environmental and economic impact of war. Titus has
worked with international agencies on removal of
unexploded cluster bombs since 1994. He and his
wife Linda were in relief and development work in Laos, 1980-85.
This event introduces the LIPW focus for 2014, “The military
produces enough greenhouse gases by itself to place the entire
globe, with all its inhabitants large and small, in the most imminent
danger of extinction. ... ” — Barry Sanders in The Green Zone.
Location: Fondersmith Auditorium, Trinity Lutheran Church, 31
South Duke Street • Lancaster, PA For more information see
www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org.
Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
February 14-16, 2014 (Fri. evening – Sun. lunch)
a family retreat with separate programs for adults and children
The adult program “Conflict: An Opportunity to
Improve Relationships" will be led by
Ron Hertzler and Lorie Hershey.
For details and registration, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org
March 21-24, 2014 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
“Jesus Weeps – Resisting Violence, Building Peace” –
Ecumenical Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues,
eco-justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event
will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just
across the Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday
evening, and includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $195 ($210 after March 21), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$125 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org.
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Drones: Education / Action
For more details on the events below, see the Brandywine events
calendar: www.brandywinepeace.com – scroll down to the
events calendar listing; click on the relevant date, then click on
"More details..."
January 12, 2014 (Sunday, 4:30pm) Philadelphia
Brandywine Peace Community – Potluck Supper/Program,
"An AFSC [American Friends Service Committee] Primer on
Drones: Waging Peace in The Deadly Era of Drone Warfare
and Surveillance...” — A Video Slideshow presentation on
what you should know and can do, .presented by Peter Lems
and Tory Smith, AFSC staff.
Location: University Lutheran Church, 3637 Chestnut Street,
Phila., PA (37th & Chestnut Streets). Bring main dish, salad, or
dessert to share. Program begins at 5:30p.m.
January 20, 2014 (Monday, 12n–2:30pm) King of Prussia
Martin Luther King Day of Nonviolent Resistance to
Lockheed Martin. Lockheed Martin is the U.S.'s #1 military
contractor and nuclear weapons producer, and a chief
manufacturer of drone warfare technology.
Location: Lockheed Martin, 230 Mall Boulevard (Mall &
Goddard Boulevards), King of Prussia, PA (behind King of
Prussia Mall) 19406.
March 29, 2014 (Saturday, 12n-2pm) Horsham, PA.
Monthly protests resume at Reaper Drone Command Center at
the Horsham Air National Guard Station, where a drone war
command center is set to open sometime this year under the
direction of the Air National Guard and the Pentagon. This
center will control UAV's armed with deadly Hellfire missiles
and Paveway bombs against human beings thousands of miles
away.
Location: Outside the Base entrance at the intersection of
Easton Road (Rt. 611) and County Line Road (Horsham, PA).
There are often carpools coming from Lehigh Valley and Akron
areas. For more information, see the protest website:
dronefreehorsham.com (and if you have a Facebook account,
you can log-in for additional details), and there are photos from
past demonstrations at www.pjsn.org/Blog , or contact the PJC.

Pennsylvania Budget webinars
The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center is presenting
several free webinars this winter on important state budget
issues. After each webinar, a recording will be posted for later
viewing. See details and register at www.pennbpc.org
• Friday, Nov. 22, Property Tax Relief that Works: Proven
Strategies for Pennsylvania
• Friday, Dec. 20, Midyear Update on PA’s 2013-14 Budget
• Monday, Jan. 6 (4-5pm), Investing in a 'Thorough and
Efficient System of Education': What It Will Take and How to
Get There
• Friday, Jan. 10 (2-3pm), The Drilling Jobs Slowdown:
What It Means for Pennsylvania
April 26, 2014 (Sat., 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
“Ending Hunger in America” – annual food/hunger training
event with Bread for the World.” (See bread.ppjr.org )

