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You Give Them Something to Eat
When it grew late, [Jesus’] disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now very late; send them away so that they
may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy something for
themselves to eat.’ But he answered them, ‘You give them something to eat.’
- Mark 6:35-37
The reason why so many people are chronically hungry today is not that
there is a shortage of food. The United States and almost every other nation
in the world produces more than enough food to feed its people. But access
to food depends on having adequate land or income with which to acquire
food.
Jesus perceived that on God’s good earth there is more than enough to go
around when people are willing to risk sharing whatever they have with each
other. No need to worry about who is “deserving”or not. The challenge for
us is both personal and systemic. Seeing that all our brothers and sisters are
fed is a matter of justice, not charity.

Poverty is Still Rising in Pennsylvania
Increasing Demand on Food Pantries, Homeless Shelters
Cutbacks this year in federal anti-poverty programs is taking its toll in
Pennsylvania. While many churches and social service organizations are still
struggling to recover financially from the Great Recession (2007-09), demand
for emergency food assistance and homeless sheltering continues to grow.
Early this year, when Congress could not agree on a rational way to set budget
priorities, funding for all “discretionary” programs that require annual approval
were automatically cut (“sequestered”) by about 5.3% beginning March 1st.
Those cuts included programs like Head Start, Meals on Wheels for the elderly,
and WIC (the Women, Infants, and Children Supplemental Nutrition Program)
which is very important for low income mothers and children under the age of
five. In some cases those programs were temporarily suspended during the
October government shutdown; and
further budget cuts have been
proposed for next year.
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP - which used to
be “food stamps”), was not affected
by the “sequester” or October shutdown, since its funding is authorized
by the 2008 Farm Bill that was extended from last year. But this month
SNAP benefits have been cut for all
recipients by about 7% because a
temporary boost in benefits at the
beginning of the recession expired
November 1st. And SNAP faces
further cuts in the House-Senate Farm
Bill negotiations that have just begun.
(continued on page 2)
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January, the irrational “sequester” will again kick in and
automatically reduce spending across the board.
We are already seeing the consequences of a dysfunctional
budget process that has enabled the highest concentration of
wealth in the U.S. since the Great Depression – mostly at the
expense of poor and vulnerable people. If Jesus’ instruction,:
“You give them something to eat,” means anything to us, the
plight of our food-insecure brothers and sisters will become
part of our conversation at weekly meetings and worship time
in church, until we do find ways to see that everyone is fed

Plains Mennonite Church – World Food Day
Spending on SNAP benefits grew by about 135% between
2007 and 2011, driven by increases in the number of people
receiving benefits, exactly as the program was designed to
do in hard times. The economic stimulus legislation (the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009)
temporarily boosted benefits for all participants until now.
Meanwhile unemployment is still very high and many
people who have been able to find new jobs have had to
accept lower-paying or
part-time work. So
about 15% of growth in
SNAP payments stems
from factors such as
higher food prices and
lower income among
SNAP participants.
The November SNAP cuts total about $183 million in
Pennsylvania, affecting about 1.8 million SNAP recipients
here, and grocery stores – especially those in low-income
communities – will see a noticeable drop in sales. The cuts
translate to reducing the average benefit by 11¢ per meal –
to less than $1.40 per person per meal. To make up for the
November SNAP cuts, Pennsylvania food pantries would
need to increase their capacity by almost half – which
seems not likely to happen, since many are already
stretching their limits.
In June the U.S. Senate voted on its version of the Farm Bill
which cuts SNAP by $4.5 billion, and the House, which
split its Farm Bill into two parts, voted to cut SNAP by
$39.0 billion over 10 years. The 41-member House-Senate
conference committee which began meeting in late October
now seems poised to make further cuts, in spite of the
consequences for our nation’s poor.
Meanwhile, a House-Senate Budget Committee which
includes Pennsylvania Senator Pat Toomey has started
working on the “discretionary” budget for FY2014 (which
began Oct. 1, 2013). The House budget proposal includes
further cuts in “safety net” programs such as WIC and Head
Start. If House and Senate fail to agree on a new budget by

On Sunday October 13, in anticipation of World Food Day
(Oct. 16), worship at Plains Mennonite focused on food and
hunger; pastor Mike Derstine spoke on the theme “More
than Enough,” based on the story of the feeding of the five
thousand (John 6:1-15).*
Then on Wednesday evening the church served a simple
supper of lentil soup and bread followed by showing the
documentary film “A Place at the Table.”† There was also
time for discussion about the film and its implications, and
participants were offered the option to send a petition from
Bread for the World asking President Obama, to make
ending hunger a priority of his administration.
_________________________

* Mike Derstine’s Oct. 13th sermon is posted on-line at
www.plainsmennonitechurch.org/sermons.html
† A Place at the Table (84 min.) documents
hunger in the United States through several
personal stories illustrating what works well to
alleviate hunger and poverty, what is broken, and
the high cost of failing to provide adequate food
for everyone. Several video clips from the film
are posted at www.bread.org/ol/2013/videos/
Copies of the DVD for home viewing can be
purchased from amazon.com for about $15. For public events,
you can contact us for information about how to borrow or
purchase a licensed copy of the DVD, or see ja.ppjr.org.

Rising Homelessness in Northeast Pennsylvania
This year’s count of homeless people in northeast
Pennsylvania, which shows an increase of 20% since 2011,
provides another measure of the effects of state and federal
budget cuts. Last winter, more than 300 individuals made
use of emergency sheltering in Allentown in addition to
those staying at Sixth Street Shelter, the Rescue Mission
and other facilities with beds; and that was before the
sequester caused “Section 8" funding cuts, forcing Lehigh
and Northampton Counties to reduce the number of
low-income families receiving housing assistance.
Allentown, for example, which has had a waiting list of
almost 10,000 people, is having to cut about 80 of its 1,240
vouchers this year, and other local communities are facing
similar cutbacks.
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Congregations Engaged in Justice and Peace
Peace Representatives from Eastern District and Franconia
churches gathered in Harleysville on the evening of Oct. 23rd for
a time of reflection and sharing, led by Samantha Lioi. Here are
highlights of a few of the justice and peace activities happening in
our congregations based in part on conversations at that meeting.

Military Veterans
Several of our congregations have taken steps toward
developing supportive ministries for military veterans and
their families, in conversation with organizations such as
Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministry (Philadelphia) which
assists veterans in getting access to the rehabilitation
services to which they are legally entitled. Combat duty
often leaves physical, mental and emotional scars that may
never be completely healed, but pastors and congregations
can be trained to respond in ways that can help ease the
trauma.
Nueva Vida Norristown New Life (NVNNL)
(Peace Representative is Donna Windle)
Since its beginning in 1990 from the merger of three
congregations, NVNNL has been intentionally multicultural
– Latino, African-American, and Anglo; and they have
recently welcomed a few people from Nepal, too.
This summer was particularly violent in Norristown,
prompting NVNNL to plant a peace pole in the church
garden. Every single week over a two-month period there
was at least one incident of gun violence that resulted in
either hospitalization or murder, so many of the churches in
Norristown joined together to march and pray for peace.
NVNNL participated in the marches, and one rally at the
Montgomery County Courthouse was particularly upsetting
for them because the week before there had been a gun
rights advocates rally at the same location, and that
weekend two people were murdered in Norristown.
Pennsylvania’s Voter ID law, which continues to be on
hold while a legal challenge is still pending in trial court,
prompted NVNNL to support setting up a voter ID clinic
last year. This has been a significant issue for homeless
people in Norristown (and elsewhere) – not being able to
vote without a government-issued photo ID; but there’s also
a need to help low income people who do not have case
managers to get IDs that allow them to access the benefits
for which they qualify. So the ID clinic continues.
The church is now looking at how it can help people with
the new healthcare market place – to get the information
and receive the assistance they need.
Small groups at NVNNL are holding prayer walks in which
they pick an area of town, walk through the neighborhood
and pray for the people or situations there. Often it is the
neighborhood of the people who are walking. As they are
walking, the walkers take note of the good things that they
see and the bad things, and they talk with the people in

that neighborhood to find out what are the needs of their
neighbors.
Germantown Mennonite Church (GMC)
(Peace Representative is Russ Mast)
At GMC, it seems like everyone is focused on peace and
justice, because on any given Sunday when announcements
are being made, whatever new peace and justice issue is
coming to Philadelphia, somebody will stand up and share
what’s happening and ask for prayer if they're aware of a
particular need. So GMC is really a special place because
people are focused on justice issues in Philadelphia and across
the world.
About two years ago GMC started a
Museum of Art and Peace which
occupies floor space in the back of the
sanctuary. The Museum hosts four
different exhibits over the course of a
year. Last fall it was a documentary
project called “Grace Before Dying” which portrays the
prisoner-run hospice program at the Louisiana State
Penitentiary, in Angola, LA. Lori Waselchuk, who curated the
exhibit collaborated with the Angola Prison hospice volunteer
quilters to create two traveling exhibits featuring photographs
and quilts. The current exhibit, “This Is Palestine In My
Heart,” is GMC’s first original project. It is a photo essay
drawn from a recent delegation of Christian Peacemaker
Teams to Israel/Palestine which included four members of
GMC. The next exhibit will feature photos of Pink Mennos
at the Mennonite Church USA convention in Phoenix,
Arizona, working to open dialogue about ensuring the church
is an inclusive and welcoming body.
Immigration is becoming a significant focus for GMC, in
partnership with other Philadelphia organizations, including
the New Sanctuary Movement (NSM). NSM works in support
of families who are experiencing immigration issues. (See the
box below). Because it takes a lot of energy to deal with our
broken immigration system, GMC folks are in the process of
discerning whether they are up to “adopting” an immigrant
family.
____________
[5] The website for the Museum of Art and Peace includes photos of
current and past exhibits: www.artandpeacemuseum.org.
[6] You can listen to a report of Germantown’s CPT (Christian
Peacemaker Teams) delegation in Israel-Palestine presented at West
Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship on Sept. 29. The report is posted
at www.wpmf.org/SermonsPreached.htm

The New Sanctuary Movement Accompaniment Program
pairs immigrants facing deportation with congregations to
form a ministry of presence. This interfaith network of
immigrants and allies builds mutual and meaningful
relationships to help keep families together and organize for
justice in Philadelphia. See sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
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December 14, 2013 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
54th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in
Bethlehem at 10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square where the Pilgrimage begins.
Pilgrims may join at any point along the way. The pilgrimage
concludes at Christ United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally.
Guest speaker after supper will be Peter Lems, program director
for Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran at the American Friends Service
Committee. His topic will be: “Rekindling Our Commitment to
Humanity and Democracy: Lessons from Iraq.” For more
information, see www.peacewalk.org or the enclosed flyer.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
“Damascus Road” Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– [2014 schedule to be announced]
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– November 1-3, 2013 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00pm)
– April 4-6, 2014
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
February 14-16, 2014 (Fri. evening – Sun. lunch)
a family retreat with separate programs for adults and children

International Gift Festivals with 10,000 Villages
For details see: www.tenthousandvillages.com/store-locator/
November 1-2, 2013 – at Upper Milford Mennonite Church
November 5-9, 2013 – at Fairfield Mennonite Church
(53rd annual international gift festival)

The adult program with Ron Hertzler and Lorie Hershey,
will focus on “Conflict: An Opportunity
to Improve Relationships.”
For details and registration, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org
or the enclosed flyer.

November 9, 2013 (Saturday, 8:30am-3:30pm) Allentown, PA
The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of Fear, Violence,
Punishment, Retaliation. This workshop will focus on the high
cost (human and financial) of our current criminal justice system,
and alternatives that could benefit everyone.
Location: Sacred Heart Hospital, 421 Chew St., Allentown, PA
Sponsored by Lehigh County Conference of Churches / Justice &
Advocacy, and partner organizations. See justice.ppjr.org for
details and registration.
November 9-10, 2013 (Saturday, Sunday) Allentown, PA
Rev. James M. Lawson, who was a chief strategist for Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and organizer of the Nashville lunchcounter
sit-ins, will lead two workshops to kick off a "Campaign for
Change" initiative organized by the Resurrected Community
Development Corp. (RCDC) to teach Allentown residents about
inequity in the education and employment sectors and what can be
done to balance it.
Nov. 9 (9 a.m. to 12n.) – Community Wide Training, and
Nov. 10 (7 p.m. to 10 p.m.) – History of the Civil Rights and
Non-Violence Movements. Both workshops will be in partnership
with Muhlenberg College at the Seeger's Union Student Center on
the Muhlenberg campus (www.muhlenberg.edu).
Nov. 9, 6 p.m. - Rev. Lawson will also be keynote speaker for the
RCDC’s annual Urban Angel Awards Dinner at the Allentown
BrewWorks located at 812 W. Hamilton Street in Allentown.
Tickets for the event are $45. To reserve tickets or for more
information about these events, contact RCDC at 484-221-8179,
www.rcdclv.org.
December 4-6, 2013 (7 pm, Wed. – 9 pm, Fri.) Philadelphia
"Impact Holy Land", on Israel-Palestine conflict, with many
nationally-recognized leaders–Christian, Jewish, and Muslim.
Where: Friends Center; 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA
Registration: $200 – plus meals and lodging Primary sponsor is
Evangelicals for Social Action with support of the MCUSA Peace
& Justice Support Network. For details, see impactholyland.org .
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March 21-24, 2014 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
“Jesus Weeps – Resisting Violence, Building Peace” –
Ecumenical Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues,
eco-justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event
will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just
across the Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday
evening, and includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $195 ($210 after March 21), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$125 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org

Pennsylvania Budget webinars
The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center is presenting
several free lunch-time webinars this fall on important state
budget issues. After each webinar, a recording will be posted
for later viewing. Live webinars begin at 12:00n and run for
about an hour.
See details and register at www.pennbpc.org/webinars
• Friday, Oct. 18, Too Good to Be True: Property Tax Elimination Poses Real Dangers for Pennsylvania
Schools and Communities.
Also see PBPC’s two-minute
“Whiteboard Video on Property Taxes” at
pennbpc.org/whiteboard-video-property-taxes.
• Friday, Nov. 1, Obtaining Affordable Health
Coverage in Pennsylvania: The Latest on Medicaid Expansion
and the Health Insurance Marketplace
• Friday, Nov. 15, The Drilling Jobs Slowdown: What It Means
for Pennsylvania
• Friday, Nov. 22, Property Tax Relief that Works: Proven
Strategies for Pennsylvania
• Thursday, Dec. 12, Investing in a 'Thorough and Efficient
System of Education': What It Will Take and How to Get There

54th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage

Schedule: Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street,
Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. Buses will transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.

Saturday, December 14, 2013
Walk the Road of Peace
For over 50 years people dedicated to peace have been gathering in
Pennsylvania to walk the 10 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem on the second
Saturday of December. The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the journey of
Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk, those who pass us on
the highway, and those who read about the walk, with an opportunity to
consider the true meaning of Christmas. The sight of 200 pilgrims walking
with stars and peace signs inspires us to focus on the need for Peace on Earth.
Consider walking with your family and/or friends. If you are concerned about
your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should know that there are
both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.
More than a Walk
Even if you are not able to join the pilgrims, please consider participating in
our related events:
• Christmas Carol singing at the Central Moravian Church steps.
• Simple supper and message from our guest speaker at Christ Church at
Market and Center Streets.

A 10:45 am Buses begin leaving from Bechtel Building parking lot,
(520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem) to Nazareth
B 12:00
Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C 1:30 pm Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191
just north of Steuben Road
D
2:45
Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between
Oakland Road and Johnson Dr.
E
3:45
Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene,
1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem

F
G

4:45

Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian
Church steps, Main and Church Streets
5:30
Supper and Rally, Christ United Church of Christ,
Market and Center Streets

This year our speaker is Peter Lems, who is program director for Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Iran at the American Friends Service Committee. Peter's talk
is entitled “Rekindling Our Commitment to Humanity and Democracy:
Lessons from Iraq.”
Registration: To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,
please register at www.peacewalk.org and include the names of all people
coming with you. You are welcome to come even if you have not preregistered. (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)
You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate. Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow. Persons desiring overnight lodging or for more
information, call Rick Dow at 610-865-5204, or Lehigh County Conference
of Churches,534 Chew St.,Allentown PA 18102 at 610-433-6421, or visit our
website:
www.peacewalk.org

www.peacewalk.org

