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Healing Blindness ... to Racism
[Jesus] said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And [his
disciples James and John] said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ - Mark 10:36-37
Jesus said to the blind man, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind
man said to him, ‘Master, let me see again.’ - Mark 10:51
Jesus was able to heal the blind man Bartimaeus, because Bartimaeus knew
that he could not see. On the other hand, Jesus’ disciples could not “see”
what he had just clearly explained-–that he would be condemned and
tortured to death, nor did they yet understand the nature of the kingdom of
God which Jesus proclaimed.
Those of us who are privileged by virtue of race or gender or economic
status have a difficult time “seeing” how we are advantaged, and how our
advantages come at the expense of others who are less-advantaged. But
until we can acknowledge our blindness and seek to understand how our
privileges impact others, Jesus will not be able to bring us healing.

Race and the Church
A Conversation with Drew Hart and Ben Walter
On Sept.21st at the Historic Germantown Meetinghouse with an audience of about 50
people. Drew Hart and Ben Walter engaged in public conversation on race and the
church–starting with dialog between Drew and Ben, followed by reflections by Drew,
and responses to a few written questions from the audience. Here are some highlights
of that presentation/conversation. There’s a link to an audio recording at efpjc.ppjr.org.
Drew Hart is a PhD student at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia and
associate pastor at Montco Bible Fellowship in Lansdale. Ben Walter is co-pastor of
the Ripple congregation in Allentown, and was a fellow seminary student with Drew.

While there is no biological basis for dividing humanity up into different races,
race is a very real social construct and it is a
political project that began in the 16th century with
the unification of Europeans into new rankings. It
legitimated political domination and subjugation of
the Native Americans and African peoples as
Europeans conquered and colonized the Americas.
The Birth of Racism in America
The first 20 black folks that came to America in 1619 were indentured servants.
There were also English indentured servants at the same time, but somehow the
English servants were convinced to identify in solidarity with the white elites–the slave holders, those in power-–even though they themselves had more in
common with their African indentured servants, their brothers and sisters on the
bottom. The psychology of racial superiority probably helped perpetuate the
oppression and economic struggles of the English indentured servants.
By 1660, laws were in place saying that forever African progeny will be slaves.
So from the very beginning race stood as a project for the personal benefits of
European people under the label of whiteness. Early U.S. presidents were able
to amass large quantities of wealth through the racialized chattel slavery
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system, and for 50 of the first 54 years of US history the
President was a slave owner. George Washington owned
five plantations totaling 8,000 acres,. At his death he
owned 123 slaves; his wife's estate had 153. Thomas
Jefferson owned 10,000 acres of land and 185 slaves.
James Madison estimated that he spent $12-$13 on yearly
keep per slave and earned $257 per slave per year.
Theological Roots of Racism
In fact, race and racism has its roots in theology that goes
back to the time of Constantine. In Europe, Jesus was
severed from his Jewishness, and once Europeans were able
to own Jesus apart from his Jewishness; then in essence,
Constantinian Christendom became the parent of white
supremacy and white hegemony. The martyrs of Anabaptist history help us to understand how this plays out.
What does it mean to be part of the empire and Christian?
And now what does it mean to be white and Christian?
Black Theology and Anabaptism
Early Anabaptists and African-Americans – two communities, two strains, two traditions were birthed out of being
persecuted and oppressed at the hands of other Christians.
And so they had to re-articulate, navigate, mediate the
dominant Christian forms that were being expressed at that
time; they were recovering the Jesus in the Bible who was
up against the Jesus that was being proclaimed in the
dominant forms of Christianity.
Both Anabaptists and African-Americans have tried to
recover the story of a Jesus that isn't found first and
foremost in the creeds but rather in the Gospel story. So
Anabaptists especially value the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew's Gospel because it’s the story of a nonviolent,
non-coercive Jesus who was willing to take up the cross;
and the black church sees the Jesus of liberation [cf. Luke
4:18-19]. The liberator Jesus in the Gospel story contends
with the Jesus who’s in the business of saving souls and is
okay with slavery and the status quo.
The New Face of Racism in America
In America we have developed a very very sophisticated
racial system that often likes to remain unnamed and
invisible. For example, it uses rationalization to exonerate
white Americans: Slave holders were bad; that was evil;
we changed that; White Citizens' Council was horrible, that
should never have happened, but now American society–at
least most white people—are innocent and free of racism.
When racism is identified as personal prejudice or
offensive behavior by those who practice racism of a
bygone era, those individuals become scapegoats which the
dominant culture can conveniently label as racists, and then
feel good about themselves.
But the heart of racism today is not personal prejudice, or
even individual acts of violence; rather it is systemic
injustices that include mass incarceration, inferior

education, poverty, and the lack of access to resources.
Systemic racism is so deeply embedded in America today that
it is largely invisible to the dominant white culture. It subtly
tells people of color that they are inferior (micro-aggression)
and white Americans that they are superior (microaffirmation): “skin-color” band-aids; the Mennonite game
(would you ask a person of color “What’s your family
name?”); who is reported to police if seen walking “in the
wrong neighborhood,” or followed while shopping in a
department store? And our racially-biased criminal “justice”
system, segregated housing, and single-race church
congregations, are not-so-subtle testimony that racism is still
alive and well in America.
Here’s a summary of the questions that Ben and Drew
addressed to each other during their public conversation.
You can, of course, listen to the audio recording of their
conversation, or read more on Drew’s blog (drewihart.com),
but how would you answer any of these questions?
The Peace and Justice Committee is looking for local
churches that would like to bring the conversation to their
own congregations. See our web page for details or call us.
Ben: What is black theology? And why do we need it?
Drew: Ben, what are some early moments that you can remember
thinking about race, and what were some formative moments along
the way?
Ben: Why is the language of “black and white” used in black
theology (e.g., James Cone), and do you think it's necessary to
express the ideas of black theology in that way?
Drew: What does it mean to be white?
Ben: Since you are working on the intersection between Black
Theology and Anabaptism, can you talk a little bit about how they
complement one another or combine in the Gospel of what God
wants for us?
Drew: How do you, knowing your history as a white person, deal
with this thing called white guilt? Is it an inevitable phase of trying
to do anti-racist work?
Ben: We're having a conversation about race right now. Why do
you think it's important? And more specifically why do you think
it's important for the church to have a conversation about race?
Drew: You have listed James Cone as a favorite theologian, so
what does a white guy do with James Cone and black theology?
Ben: We are talking about black theology, black community, so
what are some of the justice issues -- some of the major justice
issues that you see affecting our communities?
Drew: Sometimes I feel badly for white folks who are just trying
to “help out.” On the one hand you get critiqued for not doing
anything, but now if you're white and you try to help out you can
be accused of “white savior complex.” What is a white savior
complex? Is it a real threat to those who are trying to do anti-racist
work, trying to help out ? What insight can you offer to someone
that can help them avoid falling into that trap?
Ben: You have mentioned some justice issues affecting the black
community. What do you see as the church's role? What do you
see that the church could be doing—as individuals and communities—to seek God's kingdom in places where there are
communities who are excluded and oppressed?
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Congregations Engaged in Justice and Peace
Peace Sunday Observances
Several of our congregations observed Peace Sunday on
September 22nd or have chosen another date to do so,
making use of resources from Mennonite Central Committee
and Mennonite Church USA.
Peace Sunday at Plains Mennonite Church included a time
for reflection on the consequences of drone warfare, with
people scattered around the congregation reading the names
of children “popcorn style” during prayer time—children
who are among the thousands that have been killed in
undeclared warfare. These children were also represented
by a display of children’s clothing.
Salford Mennonite Church – Justice & Peace group
Salford’s Justice and Peace group this year has restructured
their work, deciding to focus on three issues at most for a
year. Last year John Powell, whose work with the
Mennonite Mission Network was directed toward creating
an anti-racist culture, came to visit Salford. As a follow-up
to Powell’s visit, Salford has chosen this year to focus on
areas of injustice where minorities are especially affected:
gun violence prevention, prison reform / decarceration
(including the prison industry and expansion of Graterford
prison), and death penalty reform. With lead pastor Joe
Hackman and seminary intern John Tyson taking an active
role in leading the justice and peace group, they went to
Harrisburg to meet with some of their elected representatives
on these issues, and invited State Representative Matt
Bradford, to meet with members of the congregation at the
church on a Sunday evening.
Salford folks first met with Rep. Bradford, who chairs the
House Subcommittee on Crime and Corrections, in Harrisburg last winter. They see the dialog as another step toward
becoming a congregation increasingly attuned to the social
concerns of the community and learning to listen to God in
the local community.
The Sept. 15th “Faith & Politics Community Forum” began
with an overview of Anabaptist convictions on theology, the
Bible, and peace; the role of Mennonites in government, and
a review of the three issues of immediate concern. Rep.
Bradford was then invited to reflect on his own story, the
reasons that have led him to pursue political office, and what
he hopes to see happen in this community. Following a time
for dialog, the meeting closed with prayer for the local
communities and the people of Pennsylvania.

Christ Fellowship – A Syrian Perspective on Syria
On the evening of September 9, as the United States was
threatening to enter Syria’s civil war, Christ Fellowship
peace representative Ryan Burgett arranged for the church to
host Syrian Orthodox priest Anthony Sabbaugh to listen to
his perspective on the conflict there. Father Anthony of St.
George Orthodox Church in Allentown is one of many
Syrians living in the Lehigh Valley, and the conflict is very
personal to him. He has given interviews to major U.S.
media outlets, but has come away feeling that his message
has fallen victim to editors pushing a particular agenda. The
people of Christ Fellowship were eager to get his story out,
encouraging people to continue praying for the Syrian
people and to take a vocal stand against U.S. military
intervention. You can watch Father Anthony’s presentation
on youtube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoiR9IYSaDw .
Congregational Peace Representatives
About 20 congregations from Eastern District and Franconia
Conferences have now named Peace Representatives–people
who are grounded in the Gospel of Peace and committed to
spiritual discipline. In May some of the newly assigned
Peace Representatives met with Samantha Lioi (Conference
Peace & Justice Minister) for reflection and conversation
that included topics such as human trafficking, refugee
resettlement, racial reconciliation, developing relationships
across economic lines, and how to hold difficult, honest
conversations in the church.
Another meeting will be held this month, this time with
Conference Ministers and members of the Peace & Justice
Committee present to hear directly what is happening in our
congregations. There are plans to hold quarterly gatherings,
with the expectation that each Peace Representative will try
to attend at least two of them each year.
Ripple - Allentown – Peace Pole Rededication
Two and a half years ago the Ripple congregation in Allentown planted a peace pole in
Franklin Park. However, this year the park
playground was completely renovated making
it necessary to remove and re-plant the peace
pole. About 60 people—from the Ripple
congregation, friends from partner churches,
and Ismael Arcelay, representing the City of
Allentown—gathered for the rededication
celebration on September 29.
You can see more photos of the rededication at
ripple-allentown.com

=

Speaking in
many languages,
participants say
“May Peace
Prevail on Earth.”
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
“Damascus Road” Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– [2014 schedule to be announced]
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– November 1-3, 2013 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00pm)
– April 4-6, 2014
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

A Place at the Table - the documentary film
Two free showings in Allentown:
* Saturday, Oct. 12, 7-9:30pm Asbury U Methodist Church
* Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2:30pm at Luther Crest Community
A DVD is also available for loan for other public showings.
For further details, see ja.ppjr.org
October 2013 (Wednesdays 5:30-8:00 pm) Telford, PA
“Following Jesus - Pursuing Peace, Seeking Justice”, looking at
various issues of faith and life. Wednesday Church Nights
5:30-6:45 meal, 7:00-8:00 Activities for all ages. Adult topics:
Oct 2 ~ Stories of Immigration, with Steve Kriss
Oct 9 ~ Rich Christians in a hungry world, with Dr. Ron Sider
Oct 16 ~Illegal trafficking of handguns, with Fred Kauffman
Oct 23 ~ Racism: in our world, in our hearts, with Ertell Whigham
Franconia Mennonite Church, 613 Harleysville Pike (Rt. 113)
Telford, PA 18969 Ph: 215-723-3220
For more information, see www.franconiamennonite.org
October 19, 2013 (Saturday, 6-9pm) Langhorne, PA
“Prison Ministry and Restorative Justice Event,” with
Kirk Bloodsworth, Director of Advocacy, Witness to Innocence,
who was the first death row prisoner to be exonerated by DNA
testing. Langhorne United Methodist Church, 301E. Maple Ave.,
Langhorne, PA. See events calendar at www.lumc-online.org for
more details.
October 22, 2013 (Thursday, 7:30 pm) Bethlehem, PA
Chris Hedges, Moravian College Seventh Peace and Justice
Scholar in Residence, will speak on his most recent book, "Days of
Destruction, Days of Revolt," asking how America, the "Land of
Opportunity," became a nation marked by both enclaves of
enormous wealth and blighted "sacrifice zones," and what can be
done to create a more humane social order.
Location: Prosser Auditorium, Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA.
The lecture is free, but pre-registration is required. For details
and registration, see moravianseminary.edu/events.html.
October 26, 2013 (Saturday, 10am-3pm) West Philadelphia, PA
The 3rd Annual Philly MCC Festival and Auction.
Festival proceeds support Philadelphia MCC programs which
include anti-violence work, prison ministry, and peace and
community building. See www.mccphillyfestival.org for details.
Location: West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship,
4740 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143; 215-729-2050

Other International Gift Festivals with 10,000 Villages
For details see: www.tenthousandvillages.com/store-locator/
October 24-26, 2013 – at Deep Run Mennonite Church East
November 1-2, 2013 – at Upper Milford Mennonite Church
November 5-9, 2013 – at Fairfield Mennonite Church
(53rd annual international gift festival)
November 9, 2013 (Saturday, 8:30am-3:30pm) Allentown, PA
The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of Fear, Violence,
Punishment, Retaliation. This workshop will focus on the high
cost (human and financial) of our current criminal justice system,
and alternatives that could benefit everyone.
Location: Sacred Heart Hospital, 421 Chew St., Allentown, PA
Sponsored by Lehigh County Conference of Churches / Justice &
Advocacy, and partner organizations. See enclosed announcement
or justice.ppjr.org for details and registration.
December 4-6, 2013 (7 pm, Wed. – 9 pm, Fri.) Philadelphia
"Impact Holy Land", on Israel-Palestine conflict, with many
nationally-recognized leaders–Christian, Jewish, and Muslim.
Where: Friends Center; 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA
Registration: $200 – plus meals and lodging Primary sponsor is
Evangelicals for Social Action with support of the MCUSA Peace
& Justice Support Network. For details, see impactholyland.org .
[ Note: the Mennonite Palestine Israel Network (Menno-PIN)
has a new website: mennopin.wordpress.com ]

December 14, 2013 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
54th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in
Bethlehem at 10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square where the Pilgrimage begins.
Pilgrims may join at any point along the way. The pilgrimage
concludes at Christ United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally.
Guest speaker after supper will be Peter Lems, program director
for Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran at the American Friends Service
Committee. His topic will be: “Rekindling Our Commitment to
Humanity and Democracy: Lessons from Iraq.”
For more information, see www.peacewalk.org.

Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
February 14-16, 2014 (Fri. evening – Sun. lunch)
a family retreat with separate programs for adults and children
The adult program with Ron Hertzler and Lorie Hershey,
will focus on “Conflict Resolution.”
For details and registration, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org
March 21-24, 2014 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
“Jesus Weeps – Resisting Violence, Building Peace” –
Ecumenical Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues,
eco-justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the
Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event
will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just
across the Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday
evening, and includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $195 ($210 after March 21), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$125 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org
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Lehigh County Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

The Heart of Justice:
Breaking the Cycle of
Fear, Violence, Punishment, Retaliation
Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Sacred Heart Hospital
421 Chew Street
Allentown, PA 18102

The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle ...
will focus on the high cost (human and financial) of our current criminal
justice system, and alternatives that could benefit everyone.
Why does the United States, with about 5% of the world's population, have
25% of the world's prisoners? Why are people of color and people in
poverty vastly over-represented in jails and prisons and on death row?
This event will introduce resources for engagement in restorative justice
and extending the conversation to church and community groups.

Morning Program:
Our “Prison Industrial Complex”
Overview, Panel Discussion, and Workshops

Afternoon Program:
Restorative Justice: An IIRP* Interactive Workshop
* International Institute for Restorative Practices (Bethlehem)
Continental breakfast and lunch are included (suggested donation: $5)
(students or unemployed: Free, or what you can afford)

The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of
Fear, Violence, Punishment, Retaliation*
Saturday, November 9, 2013
Sacred Heart Hospital
8:30 am
Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation
9:00–11:15 Morning Plenary - Our “Prison Industrial Complex”
– Welcome, Devotions, Introductions
– Overview - Hakim Ali (Decarcerate Pa and Reconstruction, Inc.)
– Panel Discussion
11:30-12:30 Breakout Session - Parallel Workshops**
12:30-1:00 Lunch
1:00-3:30
Afternoon Plenary - Restorative Practices
– “Restorative Justice in Action” - John Bailie (IIRP)
– Wrap Up: What Comes Next?
Panel Discussion: Henry Moore, moderator
Dr. Joyce Dougherty, Thomas Ganser, Jose Fremonde, Xavier Thomas
Morning Workshops during morning breakout session (choose one):
1) Face of the Prisoner – Rev. Karen Moeschberger
Who’s in Pennsylvania’s prisons and why?

2) Understanding Inmates and Life Issues – Rev. Shirl Comick
The church can be a bridge to transformation for people who are alienated from society.
3) Decarcerate Pennsylvania is a broad coalition of folks who want to stop building
new prisons; reduce the number of people in prison; and begin community
reinvestment.4) The Life of Inmates and Family Communications – Rev. Michael

Comick
A focus on what life is like for an inmate and the importance of family connections

Afternoon Workshop - John Bailie (International Institute for Restorative Practices)
"Burning Bridges": Restorative Justice in Action – will look at how restorative
justice actually provides more intense and effective accountability for offenders, while also
meeting the needs of those impacted. Participants will also have an opportunity to explore
how they can use informal restorative practices in the context of their daily life and work.
___________________

Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches - Justice and Advocacy
Committee and Lehigh Valley partner organizations.

Space is limited: please pre-register – by Nov. 6 online or by phone:
*See details and program updates at justice.ppjr.org or contact
the LCCC office at 610-433-6421 or Bob Walden at justice@ppjr.org.

* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and schedule
updates, and for program details, directions, and parking information, at justice.ppjr.org
or Email: justice@ppjr.org or call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.
† Restorative justice is an approach to justice that focuses on the needs of the victims and
the offenders, as well as the involved community, instead of satisfying abstract legal
principles or punishing the offender. (wikipedia.org)

