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Out of Egypt ... Into Birmingham
I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
– Psalm 81:10
Just as God’s people were delivered from Egypt–-as the children of Israel
are often reminded–-so God will surely bring justice to those who are oppressed by the American empire today.
On April 12, 1963, as Martin Luther King, Jr. accepted an invitation to
march in Birmingham and was arrested, a letter from eight clergymen was
published in the local paper calling King’s activities "unwise and untimely."
King responded in his letter from the Birmingham jail: “I cannot sit idly by
in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham.
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
Empire rewards the privileged people who play by its rules, and punishes
those who do not. Each of us, individuals and congregations, must decide
whether we will risk following Jesus or acquiesce to the values of empire.
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In 1963, when Martin Luther King, Jr. led the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom, racial segregation was the norm where I grew up in
suburban Indianapolis. There were no black students in my grade school; and
in fact all Negro students within the city limits attended Crispus Attucks High
School. My basic education on civil rights began during spring vacation of
1968, when I traveled from Indiana with a college student group to Nashville,
Montgomery, Selma, Huntsville, and Mobile, meeting with members of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and other folks engaged in
the freedom movement. We slept in church basements and the homes of black
sharecroppers along the way. Ironically, it was that week–-as we first began to
appreciate the incredible work of Martin Luther King, Jr. and many others along
with him—that King was assassinated.
The March on Washington of August 28, 1963, called for desegregation of
school districts and public facilities, federal job training and placement, a
national minimum wage of no less than $2 an hour, and protection of voting
rights. The primary organizer of that nonviolent march was Bayard Rustin, who
was assailed as a homosexual and a communist.
Today, 50 years later, some of those goals have been realized,
primarily through civil rights legislation, but much remains to
be done. The continuing issues are often invisible to those of
us who are white-European-Anglo; we have the privilege of
being able to ignore issues that don’t directly affect us. In
fact, we can pretend that race no longer matters. But today,
people of color still face many forms of discrimination: jobs,
working conditions, and wages; and voting rights are once
again being challenged. Economic disparity in the U.S. is
far greater now than it was in 1963, and far more people –
especially people of color – are locked away in our prisons and jails.
(continued on page 2)

50 Years after the March ...
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Desegregation of Pennsylvania School Districts?
In the 1960's, as Pennsylvania was working on school
district consolidation–from well over 2,000 districts before
World War II to 501 districts now–the floor debate in the
legislature was openly racist. Much as voting districts are
gerrymandered still today, some (usually urban) districts
were created with predominately racial/ethnic minorities
and poor white families, while other districts were created
in white suburban communities.
Today those racial/economic boundaries between school
districts persist; and while cutbacks in state education
funding has been stressful for most school districts, there is
considerable disparity in per-student funding across district
boundaries.
Prisons - The New Jim Crow
For many years prior to 1975, the number of U.S. prison
inmates remained about 0.1% of the U.S. population, but
new policies over the past 40 years such as the war on
drugs, mandatory minimum sentences, and the advent of
privately owned and operated prisons has resulted in rapid
growth, so that about 0.5% of U.S. residents are in jails and
prisons today. Incarceration rates are also much higher for
black and Hispanic offenders than for white offenders even
though crime rates are roughly the same across racial and
ethnic lines.
Federal Job Training and Placement
A comprehensive review is beyond the scope of this
commentary—but here are a few general observations.
Median income for non-white families is about 65% of
white family income, a slight improvement over the past 20
years. In spite of anti-discrimination laws and Affirmative
Action, most non-white families are still disadvantaged by
factors that include: (1) the legacy of past discrimination in
education, job opportunities, and access to G.I benefits; (2)
the high incarceration rate of people of color; (3) lower
quality education from pre-school on; (4) the decline of
manufacturing jobs that helped propel many white families
into the middle class after World War II.
Minimum Wage
The 1963 “living wage” of $2 an hour is equivalent to about
$15 an hour today. The minimum wage had its highest
purchasing value ever in 1968, when it was $1.60 an hour
($10.74 in 2013 dollars). Current minimum wage in
Pennsylvania (for most workers) is $7.25 per hour*, so that
the effective compensation of minimum wage workers has

declined considerably since the 1960's; and on Aug. 29, 2013,
fast-food workers in about sixty U.S. cities held a one-day
strike with demonstrators calling for a $15 an hour minimum
wage.
Protection of Voting Rights
The federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 prohibits discrimination
in voting and, until this year’s Supreme Court ruling, required
federal review of any changes to voting rules in states and
communities with a history of voting rights violations.
Several states have now enacted new voter identification laws,
which in practice disenfranchise many poor and minority
voters.
Commonwealth Court has blocked the implementation of
Pennsylvania’s 2012 Voter ID law, but a final ruling is still
pending. Photo IDs required by the law are difficult to come
by for some otherwise eligible voters – particularly people
who are poor or members of minority groups. Remarks by
Pennsylvania Republican House Leader Mike Turzai imply
that the real purpose of the law is to disproportionately restrict
the number of Democratic voters, and proponents of the law
have yet to identify a single case of voter fraud.
What about the Church?
Today, the most racially segregated institution that most of us
encounter is the church. We have several thriving multiethnic Mennonite congregations in eastern Pennsylvania,
primarily in urban settings, but most of our suburban
congregations still do not reflect the racial and ethnic diversity
of the communities in which they reside. We sometimes come
up with convenient sociological explanations for this, but at
the heart of the matter is systemic racism, not personal
prejudice. The underlying barrier to racial and ethnic diversity
in our congregations is that the plight of people of color is of
little consequence to the majority/white members and leaders
of our congregations.
Mennonite Church USA has identified “undoing racism” as
one of its priorities, but the denomination has been slow to
adopt or create specific anti-racism training programs for
church leaders and congregations or to set specific anti-racism
training requirements for denominational, conference, or local
church clergy and lay leaders.†
____________________

* Pennsylvania minimum wage is set by the U.S. Fair Minimum Wage Act
of 2007, although some states have adopted a higher minimum wage.
† Note that “multiculturalism”or “building intercultural relationships” is not
the same thing as “undoing racism.”
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism/ for links to anti-racism resources.
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Pennsylvania Legislative Update
Pennsylvania’s budget year began on July 1st, but not all
budget issues are yet resolved. Here’s an update on some of
the issues that have been up for debate:
Education Funding –The approved FY2013-14 budget was
slightly higher than Governor Corbett’s proposed budget, but
declining state funding for basic education is resulting in
more teacher layoffs around the state: Allentown School
District is cutting 102 teachers and 23 other staff; and
Philadelphia School District is laying off over 3,500
employees
Medicaid Expansion – The state Senate voted overwhelmingly in June to expand Medicaid health coverage in
Pennsylvania, but saw its action negated by the House
during a series of parliamentary maneuvers in the final hours
of the state budget debate. While the House stripped the
language out of the bill, Senate leaders have vowed to
continue to push expansion when they return to the Capitol
in September.
To help meet Gov. Corbett’s concerns, the Senate added
a number of conditions to its endorsement of Pennsylvania’s
participation. One major condition would allow children in
Pennsylvania’s heralded Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) to remain in the state-operated program.
Another would allow the state to set employment and job
search requirements for able-bodied persons, and language
was inserted allowing the state to exit the program at any
time. (For more details, see www.pahealthaccess.org.)
State Budget / Corporate Tax Policy – While funding for
schools and human services have been cut back for the past
several years, Pennsylvania has also been cutting corporate
taxes. Does it make sense to phase out the Capital Stock and
Franchise Tax next year while there is a projected budget
shortfall?
The 2013-14 budget package approved by Governor
Corbett includes a Tax Code bill (HB 465) that sets tax rates
and makes permanent changes in tax law. The bill includes
two very important provisions: 1) It maintains the capital
stock and franchise tax, which was set to expire at the end of
2013, for two more years, and 2) For the first time, it takes
steps to close the Delaware loophole — although not until
2015. These changes will provide some additional revenue
to support schools, health care, and other critical state needs.
The bill, however, is filled with new special interest tax
breaks for private aircraft owners, banks, gas drillers,
satellite TV companies and wireless companies like Verizon
and Sprint. These items were added at the last minute, in
some cases with no public debate. (For more details, see
www.pennbpc.org.)
State Pension Proposals – pensions for teachers and state
employees have been under-funded for a number of years.
How should the deficit be addressed? The debate will
continue in September.
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Liquor Privatization – should private businesses be
licensed to replace state liquor stores? What are the benefits
and costs to Pennsylvania’s residents? The Senate passed a
bill on June 30, but debate continues.
Transportation Funding – should Pennsylvania raise
additional funds to repair highways and bridges, and public
transit improvements … by raising gas taxes and license
fees? New weight restrictions will soon be announced for
many state highway bridges, as the legislature continues to
debate transportation funding.
Payday Loan Legislation – A last-minute maneuver by
House Republican leaders played into the hands of
opponents of predatory payday loans in the waning hours of
the state budget deliberations. Payday lenders convinced
state House Republican leaders to slip a line into a Fiscal
Code bill needed to implement aspects of the new state
budget stating that it was the “intent” of House and Senate
Republican leaders to pass legislation by October to legalize
high-interest payday loans in Pennsylvania.
Unfortunately for the Payday industry, the maneuver has
cost them in the Senate, whose leaders had not approved the
provision. Responding to the House’s underhanded move,
the Senate voted unanimously to strip out the payday lending
language. The payday loan debate is not over, because
payday loans are a lucrative business for predatory lenders.
(Source: United Methodist Advocacy in Pennsylvania).
_______________________

The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center (www.pennbpc.org)
tracks many of the issues mentioned above and has posted several
webinars on key budget issues. Also, see ja.ppjr.org for occasional
state and federal legislative updates and links to other resources.
.

U.S. Legislative Update
As Congress returns from summer recess this month,
several major legislative issues are yet to be resolved.
1) The U.S. Senate approved an Immigration Reform
bill earlier this year, but it is stalled in the House.
2) Congress must adopt a FY2014 budget by October 1st
to avoid a government shut-down. Most likely, Congress
will pass a “continuing resolution” –- which simply
extends the current budget for at least several weeks while
debate (and the irrational “sequester”) continue.
3) Congress must raise the national debt ceiling by midOctober, or risk defaulting or/and shutting down
government services. Most likely, the debt ceiling will
be negotiated as part of the FY2014 continuing resolution.
4) The 2008 Farm Bill, which was extended from last
year, expires at the end of September. The Senate
approved its version of a 2013 Farm Bill in June, but the
House has proposed major cuts to the largest line item in
the current Farm Bill which is SNAP (food stamps). The
most likely compromise would be a continuation of the
current 2008 Farm Bill, but perhaps with some cuts to
SNAP, which could leave many people with insufficient
food this winter.
(See bread.ppjr.org/#farmbill )

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
“Damascus Road” Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– [2014 schedule to be announced]
“Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity”
– November 1-3, 2013 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00pm)
– April 4-6, 2014
(Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
– Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 2014 (Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 3:00 pm)
all sessions at National Christian Conference Center
1485 Valley Forge Road, Phoenixville, PA 19481
See efpjc.ppjr.org/undoracism for details on these sessions
and MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

A Place at the Table - the documentary film
Three free showings in Allentown: After the film, there will
be opportunity for discussion and conversation with representatives of hunger and advocacy organizations.
* Friday, Sept. 20, 7-9:30pm First Presbyterian Church,
* Friday, Sept. 27, 7-9:30pm First Presbyterian Church,
* Saturday, Oct. 12, 7-9:30pm Asbury U Methodist Church
For further details, see ja.ppjr.org
September 21, 2013 (Saturday, 7-9pm) Philadelphia, PA
“Conversation on Race and the Church”, with Drew
Hart and Ben Walter. Drew Hart is an associate pastor at
Montco Bible Fellowship in Lansdale and PhD student at
Lutheran Theological Seminary. Ben Walter is co-pastor with
the Ripple Allentown congregation.
Location: Germantown Historic Meeting House, 6133
Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19144 (215)-843-0943
See enclosed flyer and efpjc.ppjr.org for details and related
resources
September 22, 2013 Peace Sunday
Peace Sunday is now widely observed on a Sunday close to the
United Nations International Day of Peace (Sept. 21 every year).
Worship resources are available from MCUSA and MCC.
See efpjc.ppjr.org/peace#peacesunday
September 22, 2013 (Sunday, 3:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
“Approaches to Reasonable Gun Regulation”, Autumn Peace
Forum:with invited speaker J. Richard Gray, Mayor of Lancaster.
Response and discussion will be led by Attorney J. Dwight Yoder.
Sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW).
Location: Fondersmith Auditorium, Holy Trinity Lutheran,
Church, 31 South Duke Street, Lancaster, PA.
For more info. see lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
September 28, 2013 (Saturday, 11am-2pm) Philadelphia
Symposium on the State of Veterans Affairs in Philadelphia
Covers topics of economic justice for veterans, voices of women
vets, backlog of VA claims...veterans' specific, concrete needs and
realities. Organized by Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministry, and cosponsored by Franconia Mennonite Conference.
Location: Triumph Baptist Church, 1648 W. Hunting Park Ave.,
Philadelphia, PA 19140. For more information contact: James
"Jim" Abram: 484-557-3243 or Ari Merretazon: 215-850-1699
RSVP: 215-475-6035 by September 10, 2013
For details, see efpjc.ppjr.org/calend13.htm#Sept28

October 5, 2013 (Saturday. 9am-3pm) Reading, PA
“The Social Principles: Our Call to Action.”
Keynote speaker: Jim Winkler, General Secretary of United
Methodist General Board of Church and Society.
Topics for morning and afternoon breakout workshops:
• Bread for the World: Building Political Will to End Hunger
• The Church's Response to HIV/AIDS
• Gun Violence (Heeding God’s Call)
• Climate Change
• Marcellus Shale & Fracking
• Genetically Engineered Food
• Challenging Racism
• Justice as a Pathway to Peace
• Justice through Immigration Reform
• In Her Shoes: Human Trafficking
• Pornography, Sexual Compulsivity, and Sexual Misconduct
• Dare to Care: Preventing Sexual Abuse of Children
• Gambling, Alcohol & Other Drugs: Preventing Harm
• Working with Children of Incarcerated Parents
• Advocacy 101: Don't Just Stand There.....
• Implementing Social Principles in the Church
Cost: $25, includes lunch and resource materials.
Location: West Lawn United Methodist Church, 15 Woodside
Avenue Reading, PA For program details and registration info.,
see efpjc.ppjr.org/calend13.htm#Oct5
Registration Deadline is Saturday, September 21.
October 22, 2013 (Thursday, 7:30 pm) Bethlehem, PA
Chris Hedges, Moravian College Seventh Peace and Justice
Scholar in Residence, will speak on his most recent book, "Days of
Destruction, Days of Revolt," asking how America, the "Land of
Opportunity," became a nation marked by both enclaves of
enormous wealth and blighted "sacrifice zones," and what can be
done to create a more humane social order.
Location: Prosser Auditorium, Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA.
The lecture is free, but pre-registration is required. For details
and registration, see moravianseminary.edu/events.html.
October 26, 2013 (Saturday, 10am-3pm) West Philadelphia, PA
The 3rd Annual Philly MCC Festival and Auction.
Festival proceeds support Philadelphia MCC programs which
include anti-violence work, prison ministry, and peace and
community building. See www.mccphillyfestival.org for details.
Location: West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship,
4740 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143; 215-729-2050
November 9, 2013 (Saturday, 8:30am-3:30pm) Allentown, PA
The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of Fear, Violence,
Punishment, Retaliation. This workshop will focus on the high
cost (human and financial) of our current criminal justice system,
and alternatives that could benefit everyone.
Location: Sacred Heart Hospital, 421 Chew St., Allentown, PA
Sponsored by Lehigh County Conference of Churches / Justice &
Advocacy, and partner organizations. See justice.ppjr.org for
details and registration.
December 14, 2013 (Saturday: 10:45am -7:30pm) Bethlehem
54th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, PA, recalling the journey of Mary and Joseph. .
Guest speaker after supper will be Peter Lems who is the program
director for Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran at the American Friends
Service Committee. For details, see www.peacewalk.org.
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Conversation on
Race and the Church
with Drew Hart and Ben Walter
September 21, 2013
Saturday, 7-9 pm
Germantown Historic
Meetinghouse
6133 Germantown Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19144

Drew Hart is a PhD student at Lutheran Theological Seminary and
associate pastor at Montco Bible Fellowship in Lansdale.
Ben Walter is co-pastor of the Ripple congregation in Allentown.
Drew and Ben will model reconciling dialogue and help us to
initiate much needed conversations in our congregations. Pastor
Hart will speak about understanding racism in the 21st century and
will challenge the Church to move forward in solidarity and unity as
we follow Jesus faithfully.
See drewgihart.com for more about Drew Hart and to read some of his
latest writing. See ripple-allentown.com/who for more about Ben Walter.

Sponsored by the Peace & Justice Committee of
Eastern District Conference and Franconia Mennonite Conference
For more information, contact Samantha Lioi, Peace & Justice Minister,
samanthalioi@interculturalchurch.com, 484-632-2651, or visit efpjc.ppjr.org

Conversation on Race and the Church
September 21st, 7-9pm
Historic Germantown Meetinghouse
6133 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19144
Recent racial tension has unveiled that racism and racial division
continue to plague society enormously. More unsettling is research showing that Christians in general are even more racially
divided than the rest of society and have deeper disagreements on
racial issues. How can it be that the Church of Jesus, which has
been called to reflect a profound unity in Christ across all dividing
social boundaries, has failed so dramatically in being a visible
alternative witness in America, given the obvious racial history that
exists in this land?
As together we look to conform our lives to Christ, please join us
for an evening of conversation on Race and the Church, led by
Drew Hart (PhD student and associate pastor at Montco Bible
Fellowship in Lansdale) with Ben Walter (co-pastor of Ripple
congregation in Allentown), who will model reconciling dialogue
and help us to initiate much needed conversations in our
congregations. Pastor Hart will speak about understanding racism
in the 21st century and will challenge the Church to move forward
in solidarity and unity as we follow Jesus faithfully. We hope to
see you there.
This event is sponsored by the Peace and Justice Committee of
Eastern District and Franconia Mennonite Conferences. For some
of Drew's recent writing, visit his blog at drewgihart.com.
Questions? Contact Samantha Lioi, Peace & Justice Minister,
samanthalioi@interculturalchurch.com, 484-632-2651, or visit
efpjc.ppjr.org

