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Sacrifice and Salvation
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
– Philippians 2:12-13
Salvation (to be made whole, well, complete) is often viewed as the consequence of someone else’s sacrifice for us; but here Paul says “work it out.”
Jesus provides a credible example of how it is done: not by military
conquest, but by teaching, shepherding, healing, and engagement with all
people, both friends and enemies; lepers, women, children, Samaritans, and
Romans, until our opponents become our friends. That is the work that leads
to our salvation.

Christian Peace-Building in U.S. War Culture
Reflections from the Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
with Kelly Denton-Borhaug
Whether we recognize it or not, all of us in America are strongly affected by war
and American war culture, but because we are so deeply immersed in war
culture, it is often invisible to us. Like other religions, war culture has its own
spirituality – a spirituality that supposes the necessity of
using violence to preserve what is good in the world and
which glorifies sacrifice as a means to salvation. War
culture has its own prophets, evangelists, institutions, and
rituals – which work together effectively to hide the truth
of the radically destructive nature of militarism and
warfare. Arcade combat games, video war games,
recruiting ads shown as movie theater previews – all
portray violence as masterful, strong, successful,
trustworthy, fun, and sometimes even compassionate.
What we do not see are the broken lives of American soldiers and families who
have served in war zones and the immense destruction left behind in other
nations. The tragedy is multi-fold, especially since there are nonviolent
alternatives for conflict resolution which could be much more effective and far
less costly than war.

____________
Contact us:
for subscription information
and for peace resources:

U.S. war culture is one face of the
military-industrial-congressional-mediaprison complex which constitutes the
American empire. It is driven by the
quest for political power and global
economic dominance which has resulted
in unprecedented economic disparity
between the super-wealthy and everyone
else. U.S. military spending accounts
for about 5% of America’s GDP (gross
domestic product) – spending that shows
up in every Congressional District in the
nation and involves not only military
installations and weapons manufacturers,

(continued on page 2)

Christian Peace-Building ...

nevertheless immersed in war culture.
It is the very fabric of our national
identity, and as we gain understanding, we can begin to tell the truth
about it, unveiling its secrets. For
each of us, it starts with facing our
own suffering, rejecting mythology
about the valor self-sacrifice, but
working on our suffering to become
strong, solid, and loving.

(continued from page 1)

but thousands of products (food, phones, computers,
clothing, ...) from hundreds of corporations that supply
military operations. We have military bases in 130 countries – more than 1,000 bases total. We have the largest
prison population of any nation in the world; and gun
violence has become an epidemic in many communities.
Veterans returning home from active duty are not deprogrammed from the violence training they received in
boot camp, and thousands of U.S. veterans have been
driven to suicide (about 22 per day in 2010) by the
atrocities they have experienced in war exacerbated by
inadequate mental health care.
War Culture and Religious Practice
But war culture does not stop there. It has also co-opted
our religious life – drawing on a particular interpretation of
atonement (that Jesus died as a “necessary sacrifice” for us)
and by implication, claiming that sacrifice is necessary to
preserve freedom. Of course it is the least powerful people
among us of whom self-sacrifice is demanded. The
YouTube video “American Heroes,” with award-winning
gospel singer Twila Paris, illustrates the power of this
subversion.
........................................

In contrast to war culture, authentic Christian spirituality is
not ashamed to expose its deeds to public view. It seeks to
speak truth to power and rejects the use of violence since
violent acts inevitably lead to more violence. Breaking out
of war culture requires different ways of speaking about,
understanding and ritualizing our religious life.†
Deconstructing War Culture
How do we begin the formidable task of dismantling U.S.
war culture? Paul’s metaphor (I Cor. 12:12-31) for the
body of Christ gives
us a clue.
Each
member has its own
work to do for the
well-being of the
whole body, and all
share in the joy or
suffering of the others.
Thich Nhat Hanh, the Vietnamese activist Buddhist monk
who has led many workshops to begin the healing of
veterans and others traumatized by war, shows how this can
work. Hanh tells veterans that the role they can play in
dismantling war culture is in helping to tell the truth about
war. That's their role. They know this truth well, because
they've lived it as the hands of the national war machine.
They know what war is; and there's no stronger antidote to
war culture than for people to tell the truth about it,
especially those people who know it in their bones.
The rest of us, who have not experienced war first-hand, are
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Hanh writes that the only antidote for violence is compassion.
And what is compassion made of? He says it is made of
understanding. We must each look deeply and honestly at our
present situation. If we are able to see the sources of suffering
within ourselves and within the other person, we can begin to
unravel the cycle of hatred and violence.
Jesus’ Third Way
Mennonites are often reminded about Jesus’ third-way of
responding to violence and evil, alternatives to fight or flight,
neither retaliating to evil with violence, nor avoiding confrontation. Walter Wink (Engaging the Powers), for example, lists
a number of principles and examples for creative nonviolent
direct action. Wink points to Jesus, Mohandas Gandhi, and
many others who rejected the myth of redemptive violence but
found other ways to confront oppressive powers.
__________
† Closing worship at the peace retreat included a Eucharist liturgy
that does not glorify sacrifice. This liturgy and other resources
related to the retreat are posted on the retreat web page:
peaceretreat.ppjr.org/#resource

Some Ideas for Deconstructing War Culture
•
•
•
•

Stage a flash mob dance in a public place as a form of protest
Seek ways to avoid paying war taxes
Study and question sacrificial images of Christian salvation
Resist and challenge religious images/language used to glorify
or mystify war
• Question and resist war-culture’s norms (i.e. requisite patriotic
gestures)
• Use humor / satire: create a “Farce for Good” a la John Stewart
– to point out the absurdity of the Navy's "Force for Good"
• Talk with people across differences: interfaith, rural/urban,
civilian/veteran

Pennsylvania Budget Issues - 2013-14*
When Governor Tom Corbett presented his budget proposal
to the Pennsylvania Legislature last month, there was
remarkably little applause, even from the Governor’s own
party; and perhaps the most significant features of the budget
address were the budget issues not explicitly mentioned.
Corbett’s proposed 2013-14 budget totals $28.4 billion – up
$400 million, or 1.4%, from the 2010-11 budget in place
when he took office. The budget proposes expensive new
corporate tax breaks that will continue to shift costs to local
taxpayers and individuals, while failing to restore deep cuts
to public schools, keep college affordable for middle-class
students, or ensure working families can obtain basic health
care.
The budget provides modest increases in several areas,
notably services for children and for people with disabilities,
but it does little to reduce the trend of disinvestment in
Pennsylvania schools and communities. The program
improvements may also be hard to retain, since they rely on
funding from reductions in pension spending that are by no
means certain.
A new "Passport for Learning" initiative would provide
block grants to school districts for science, technology, and
other critical programs. It would be funded for four years
with $1 billion proceeds from liquor privatization – a plan
that has twice failed to pass the Legislature. However, if the
deal goes through, it would mean an annual loss of $80 to
$100 million revenue in future years from liquor sales.
Two years ago the adultBasic program that provided health
care for 42,000 low-income and disabled state residents ran
out of funds when the Corbett administration diverted money
from the 1998 tobacco settlement fund to Pennsylvania’s
General Fund. Commonwealth Court has ordered Corbett to
restore tobacco settlement funds to the adultBasic program.
The Corbett budget calls for the elimination of the Capital
Stock and Franchise Tax (CSFT) next year, and the
Corporate Net Income Tax (CNIT) Rate would be reduced
by 30% (from 9.99% to 6.99%) over a ten-year period,
beginning in 2015.
To provide additional funding for senior programs, Corbett
negotiated with a British firm to take over the $3.5 billion
Pennsylvania Lottery, but Attorney General Kathleen Kane
(and others) have challenged the legality of the contract, and
Kane contends that it violates the state constitution.
Gov. Corbett has yet to decide whether to participate in the
Medicaid Expansion program that begins next year under
“ObamaCare.” The expansion would provide medical care
to an additional 719,000 low-income residents, and federal
funds would pay the full cost for the first three years.
One of the creative ways that the Corbett administration has
been saving money during the current fiscal year is by
severely understaffing the phone lines which unemployed

workers must use to apply for weekly unemployment
benefits. Many people have reported spending hours on
hold, or getting only a busy signal. Pennsylvania’s
unemployment rate (7.9% as of Dec. 2012), is now higher
than the national average (7.8%) for the first time in five
years.
Pennsylvania’s budget has long-term consequences for the
health of our communities. What should our priorities be in
trading off the interests of major corporations and our most
vulnerable people?
Change
from
2012-13

Change
from
2010-11

2.6%
0.0%

-46.9%
-77.5%

Rape Crisis Services
Domestic Violence
Human Services Development Fund
Homelessness Assistance
Legal Services

10.0%
10.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

10.0%
12.8%
-42.1%
-18.2%
-18.2%

Autism/Intellectual Disabilities
Autism Intervention and Services
ID-Community Waiver
ID-Base Program

16.5%
11.6%
-0.2%

23.2%
52.3%
-3.2%

Early Childhood
CHIP-Children’s Health Insurance Program
Early Intervention
PreK Counts
Head Start Supplemental
Nurse Family Partnerships
Child Care
Community Based Family Centers

13.3%
1.4%
5.4%
5.1%
0.0%
1.0%
0.0%

18.2%
21.6%
4.4%
4.0%
0.0%
-16.7%
-47.9%

1.7%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

-4.9%
28.5%
-60.7%
-69.5%
-20.1%
-10.0%

People Left Behind
2013-14 Pennsylvania Budget
proposal by Gov. Corbett
Safety Net
Job Training (New Directions)
TANF/ General Assistance
Human Services

Education
Basic Education Funding
Basic Ed Formula Enhancements
Accountability Block Grant
Teacher Professional Development
Adult and Family Literacy
Community Colleges

Other Budget Categories of Interest
Prisons
Other Public Safety
Environment
Economic/Community Development

3.3%
-6.4%
0.0%
7.0%

5%
18%
-20%
-16%

Source: Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center – pennbpc.org
___________________

*For additional details about Pennsylvania budget issues, see
resources from the Feb. 21st Pennsylvania Budget Summit at:
www.pennbpc.org/2013-PA-budget-summit
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Pastors and Leaders Breakfast Seminars at
Mennonite Conference Center in Harleysville
Date: April 18, 2013 (8:00-10:00am)
Topic: Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministries
The Pointman Soldiers Heart Ministry (PSHM) is a tax-exempt
Veteran Services Organization based in faith. PSHM is a search
and rescue recourse ministry. We provide spiritual support;
assist with acquiring individual and group benefits for ALL
Veterans and their Families. Our purpose is to help secure
veterans benefits and healthcare for vulnerable veterans using
voter education so they may maintain their dignity and honor as
citizens.
Breakfast Reservations: franconiaconference.org/rsvp/
Email: office@franconiaconference.org Ph: 267-932-6050

“A Place at the Table” Annual Bread for the World
workshops in partnership with local anti-hunger organizations.
HARRISBURG AND CENTRAL PA:
April 18, 2013 Thursday 7:00–9:00pm at Christ Presbyterian
Church, 421 Deerfield Rd., Camp Hill, PA 17011.
PHILADELPHIA AND SOUTHEASTERN PA:
April 20, 2013 Saturday 9:30am–12:00n, at Broad Street
Ministry, 315 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19107
ALLENTOWN / LEHIGH VALLEY
April 27, 2013 Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm at First Presbyterian
Church, 3231 Tilghman St, Allentown, PA 18104.
SCRANTON AND NORTHEASTERN PA:
May 5, 2013, Sunday, 12:30-3:00pm at Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd, 1780 N. Washington Ave, Scranton, PA 18509
For further details on these events, see enclosed flyer or
bread.ppjr.org or contact Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org.
April 28, 2013 (Sunday, 2:00-6:00 pm) Philadelphia, PA
10th Annual Walk for Peace and Reconciliation
See www.interfaithpeacewalk.org for details.

March 16, 2013 (Saturday, 5:00 pm) Bethlehem, PA
LEPOCO Peace Center annual dinner. Music at 5pm, dinner at
5:30pm, followed by program. Medea Benjamin cofounder of
human rights group Global Exchange and peace group
CODEPINK, is keynote speaker.
Location: First Presbyterian Ch., 2344 Center St., Bethlehem, PA
Dinner reservations required. See www.lepoco.org.
March 17, 2013 (Sunday, 3:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
Spring Peace Forum: Spirituality, Nonviolence and Public Life
with Fr. John Dear, SJ. John Dear is an internationally known
voice for peace and nonviolence. He is a Jesuit priest, pastor,
peacemaker, organizer, lecturer, retreat leader, and author/editor of
25 books. Sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 140 E Orange St., Lancaster.
For more info. see lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
April 5-8, 2013 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
At God's Table: Food Justice for a Healthy World – Ecumenical
Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice,
Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East,
co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event will be held
at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the
Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and
includes Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $180 ($195 after March 15), which includes
some meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional
$122 per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing
your room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org
April 8, 2013 (Monday night) “The House I Live In”
Documentary film on the failed U.S. war on drugs.
PBS “Independent Lens” - check local TV listings
www.thehouseilivein.org

April 28-29, 2013 Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia
April 28 (Sunday) is the Day of Prayer where congregations will
join in worship with Colombian brothers and sisters who endure
great suffering and yet respond in faith and sow seeds of peace.
April 29 (Monday) is the Day of Action to witness and call on U.S.
policy to promote peace and justice in Colombia.

Comprehensive Immigration Reform Resources
Interfaith Worker Justice (IWJ) is organizing with
people in several key districts across Pennsylvania.
( See resources at .iwj.org/issues/immigration-reform )
Interfaith Immigration Coalition
www.interfaithimmigration.org/media/webinars/
–MP3 audio recordings and PPT slides from the following
national webinar/conference calls are now available:
• Mar. 2013 – Neighbor-to-Neighbor Visits
• Feb. 2013 – Senate/White House Proposals, Building
Teams, Family Unity Vigils
• Jan. 2013 – Faith Strategy & Action for
Compassionate Immigration Reform
• Dec. 2012 – Breaking Bread and Building Bridges
• Nov. 2012 – Post-election Analysis
• Oct. 2012 – Farmworker Justice
Christians for Comprehensive Immigration Reform
(CCIR) - Sojourners:
sojo.net/get-involved/campaigns/christians-immigration-reform

Remembering Becky Felton

April 10, 2013 (Wednesday) Immigration Reform - Wash. D.C.
Immigrant families from across the United States will descend on
Washington D.C. in force to tell Congress and the President that we
need comprehensive immigration reform now. There will be buses
from Philadelphia. For info. or reservations, contact JUNTOS
(215-218-9079, www.vamosjuntos.org); or the New Sanctuary
Movement ( 215-279-7060, www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org ).
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LCCC / Justice and Advocacy – Bread for the World

A Place at the Table*

A Place at the Table

Saturday, April 27, 2013

Saturday, April 27, 2013
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street
(Tilghman St. at Cedar Crest Blvd.)
Allentown, PA 18104
610-395-3781

Plenary Speakers:

Larry Hollar
Congressman Charles Dent (invited)

Larry Hollar is Senior Regional Organizer with Bread for the World.

Program: This annual gathering will include discussion of both local and
national food and hunger issues and tools for advocacy with our elected members
of Congress. This year's Offering of Letters campaign focuses on protecting
funding for programs for hungry and poor people. This event will offer resource
materials, key information, and creative learning experiences to equip you to
organize an Offering of Letters in your church, campus, or group.

Workshops:
• Hunger Report 2013: Global Development Goals
• Food Justice for a Healthy World
• Childhood Nutrition
• Pennsylvania Public Policy: 2013-14 Budget Issues
• Advocacy in an Era of Complex Congressional Process
• Dealing with”Push-Back” and Negative View of Government
• “How-To” workshops: Public Policy Advocacy 101
• Youth Workshop

Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.
[Suggested donation: $5; Students/Low Income: Free]
For further information and pre-registration (by April 24), visit
bread.ppjr.org , or contact the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.
Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches (Justice and Advocacy
Committee), Bread for the World, and Second Harvest.

8:30 am

Registration; Breakfast goodies and coffee/tea available
Resource displays and conversation with workshop leaders
9:00-10:45
Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview
“A Place at the Table” - Larry Hollar
10:45-11:00
Break – refreshments, resource displays
11:00-12:00
Breakout session I – (parallel workshops)
12:00-1:00 pm Lunch and Conversation
with Representative Charles Dent (invited)
1:00-1:55
Breakout session II – (parallel workshops)
2:00-3:00
Meetings by Congressional District

Workshop Topics
(most topics will be offered only once – morning or afternoon)
• Hunger Report 2013: Global Development Goals
• Food Justice for a Healthy World
• Childhood Nutrition
• Pennsylvania Public Policy: 2013-14 Budget Issues
• Advocacy in an Era of Complex Congressional Process
• Dealing with”Push-Back” and Negative View of Government
• “How-To” workshops: Public Policy Advocacy 101
• Youth Workshop
* This is a preliminary schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule details and updates at bread.ppjr.org or Email: events@lehighchurches.org
or call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.

________
There will be other "Offering of Letters" workshops in Eastern and Central
Pennsylvania. For additional details, see bread.ppjr.org or contact
Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org
April 18, 2013 (Thursday, 7:00-9:00 pm) Harrisburg area
Christ Presbyterian Church, 421 Deerfield Rd., Camp Hill, PA 17011.
April 20, 2013 (Saturday, 9:30 am – 12:00 noon) Philadelphia area
Broad Street Ministry, 315 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19107
May 5, 2013 (Sunday, 12:30-3:00 pm) Scranton area
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 1780 N. Washington Ave, Scranton, PA 18509

Also, watch for a free public showing of the documentary “A Place at the Table”
in Allentown in late April.

