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Healing ... and Engaging the Powers
Again [Jesus] entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the
sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the
withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do
good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were
silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their
hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched
it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately
conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.– Mark 3:1-6
In healing the man with the withered hand, Jesus addressed two issues: the
personal plight of that man, and the domination system that labeled the man
defective and sabbath healing unlawful. By healing him, Jesus became an
immediate threat to the power brokers of that domination system.
What does this story mean in light of the 40-year “War on Drugs” and
“tough on crime” policies that have caused the U.S. prison population to
explode beyond that of any other nation? Who makes the rules? Do the
power brokers play by the rules? Does the church bring healing and engage
the powers?
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January 1, 2013, marks the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation,
and a hundred years later the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 ostensibly ended legal segregation in the United States. But
Jim Crow lives on, especially in the administration of U.S. narcotic drug policy.
Recreational drug use (marijuana and LSD) became popular among white youth
during the protest movements of the 1960s – the Vietnam war, the military draft,
and civil rights; and heroin addiction became more prevalant as well. In 1970
President Nixon announced a “War on Drugs”with legislation that emphasized
treatment for drug addicts. But the “get tough on drugs” political rhetoric led
to an increasing focus on law enforcement and incarceration. Pundits
proclaimed that “drug users account for 80% of crime in the U.S.,”even though
most drug users never commit any crime other than possessing an illegal drug.
The annual cost of this “war” has steadily risen from about $65 million in 1970
to $1 billion in 1981 to over $50 billion now – a very expensive “war” that has
utterly failed to control illicit drug use. Drug users
currently account for about 9% of the U.S.
population – far more than even our expansive prison
system can hold, and the threat of harsh punishment
is not necessarily a deterrent to drug use. In fact, Bill
Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and many
other prominent Americans have admitted using
cannabis or other illegal drugs.
Drug addiction is a significant public health issue, but the “War on Drugs” has
fueled an international illicit drug trade currently valued at about $350 billion
annually, which generates lots of business
(continued on page 2)

Narcotic Drug Policy ...

(continued from page 1)

for weapons manufacturers, too. As long as there is demand
for narcotics, drug cartels will find a way to supply them;
and if drug enforcement creates a temporary shortage,
prices go up creating even more profit for the successful
dealers. For the millions of peasant farmers in places like
Colombia or Afghanistan who live on less than $1 a day,
growing an illicit crop can mean the difference between
starvation and survival – a strong incentive when there are
no other options.
Racial Bias
Whether intended or not, implementation of the drug war
has been heavily skewed against African-Americans and
other people of color. Illicit drug use is roughly the same
across racial and ethnic lines (about 8 to 10% of population
in recent years), but arrest rates in Pennsylvania are about
5 times higher and incarceration rates 18 times higher for
African-Americans than for non-minority residents. This
racial bias is not unique to drug-related crimes or to Pennsylvania prisons, but it represents millions of lives
disrupted at a cost of $ billions annually.
In 2011, Pennsylvania released 4,411 prison inmates who
had served an average time of 36.9 months for Narcotic
Drug offenses at an estimated cost of $130,000 each.
The Justice Reinvestment Initiative (JRI) signed into law
last year is expected to reduce Pennsylvania’s perpetually
overcrowded prison system over the next several years
through inmate rehabilitation and community reentry
programs that have been tested in other states.
Pennsylvania already has an extensive network of drug and
alcohol treatment centers, but it appears that the number of
clients served has dropped over the past several years
because of budget shortfalls. Also, Pennsylvania has yet to
address either the extreme racial profiling or drug laws and
mandatory minimum sentences that often cause more harm
than the drugs themselves.
Leading Causes of Death in the United States†
Root Cause of Death

# of Deaths

% of Total

tobacco use
poor diet, physical inactivity
alcohol consumption
microbial agents
motor vehicle crashes
incidents involving firearms
sexual behaviors
illicit use of drugs
cannabis (marijuana)

435,000
365,000
85,000*
75,000
55,000*
43,000
29,000
17,000
0

18.1%
15.2%
3.5%
3.1%
2.3%
1.8%
1.2%
0.7%
–

TOTAL (including other causes)

2,403,351

100%

* 16,653 deaths from alcohol-related crashes are included in both motor
vehicle and alcohol consumption categories.
†Year 2000 – Most recent data available for root causes from U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Pennsylvania – Incarceration rates per 100,000 residents
for Narcotic Drug Offenses (January 1, 2011)
racial / ethnic
white
black
Hispanic
other
Total – drug offenses

# of
inmates

% of
Total

Incarceration
Rate

2,049
5,017
1,669
42

23.3%
57.2%
19.0%
0.5%

20
365
222

8,777

100%

69

United States – Incarceration rates per 100,000 residents
for All Offenses (state and federal prisons, 2010)*
racial / ethnic # of inmates*
white
black
Hispanic
other
Total

% of Total

Incarceration
Rate

499,600
588,000
345,900
117,100

32.2%
37.9%
22.3%
7.6%

255
1716
671

1,550,600

100%

502

*Bureau of Justice Statistics, based on prisoners with a sentence of more than 1 year.
Does not include 748,728 additional prisoners in local jails.

What are the alternatives?
Several states have approved legislation to decriminalize or
legalize the use of marijuana, in conflict with federal drug laws
– but it will be a while yet before we see the full consequences
of these new state laws.
However, twelve years ago (Nov. 2000) Portugal, responding to
an escalating drug problem, passed legislation to decriminalize
possession of illicit drugs. Now the courts have a reduced case
load, and more resources are available to go after the major
drug distributors and to use for drug treatment and prevention
programs. Drug users identified by law enforcement agencies
are referred to the Drug Addiction Dissuasion Commission
(DADC), which consists of multi-disciplinary teams that assess
users to decide the most appropriate sanction and make referrals
to educational or treatment programs. Portugal has 66 drug
treatment centers operated by the Ministry of Health‘s Institute
on Drugs and Drug Addiction (IDT) which also administers
several programs to combat drug use and addiction. Portugal
is now among the European Union (EU) countries with lowest
rates of drug use for cannabis, cocaine, and some other common
drugs.
The ill-conceived “War on Drugs,” like alcohol Prohibition in
the 1920s, has been effective in cultivating organized crime, but
not in addressing legitimate public health issues of drug abuse.
It’s time for us to try something else.
____________
This report is compiled from many resources. See page 4, regarding
the April 8th PBS broadcast of “The House I Live In.” Also see
efpjc.ppjr.org/issues/drugwars.htm for an annotated resource list.

Peace Mug Award

Remembering Becky Felton

The 2012 Peace Mug Award for Franconia and Eastern
District Conferences, announced at the joint fall
Conference Assembly, honors Becky Felton who passed
away peacefully on Nov. 2, 2012 after a courageous
struggle with cancer.
Becky was a persistent advocate for peace and justice in
her congregation, Perkasie Mennonite Church
(PMC), in her community, and with the Peace
& Justice Committee. Wayne Nitzsche, PMC
pastor, described Becky as a congregational
peacemaker in many ways:
“PMC has a worship ritual of lighting a
peace lamp, as we recite our pledge to be
peacemakers. Becky urges us to consider and
pray for peace locally and globally. She invites
the congregation to participate in peace
retreats, walks, and brings needs for peace to
our attention. But most importantly, Becky models the
way of Jesus in her relationships in the congregation and
beyond.”
She organized an intergenerational “Faith in Action”
Sunday school class to keep peace and justice issues in
front of the congregation. The bi-monthly class has
taken.on issues like The DREAM Act, hunger and
homelessness, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Becky
suggested topics for the class and sometimes
recommended or invited guest speakers. Faith in Action
is not only about education, but also invites everyone to
act. “She made us write letters and make phone calls –
to help us speak our own little peace” to situations of
oppression and conflict.

with others. Becky served the Peace & Justice Committee
(PJC) as secretary, as financial secretary, and for the past ten
years as registrar for our annual Winter Peace Retreat. But

because of her broad understanding of current peace and
social justice issues, and because of her character, these
roles don't adequately describe her presence and her
leadership, both in her congregation and with us on the
Peace & Justice Committee. She was aware,
compassionate, proactive.
“We appreciated her sense of humor,” notes
Samanthi Lioi, “because it's really easy,
especially for peace people, to take ourselves
too seriously. Just by who she was, Becky
steered us clear of that. And her pragmatic
questions and focus on specific action was
indispensable as a balance for the idealism
and big ideas of some others of us. It was a
fruitful balance - vision shaped by attention
to planning and details. Thinking of Becky's efficiency,
and her way of getting huge amounts of work
done–while being friendly about it!, I'm humbled...and
reminded how deeply we need each other as we go about
joining God's birthing of shalom in the world. While we
feel deep gratitude as a committee for Becky's way of
nurturing peace among us, I'm not sure we know how
much we're going miss her.”
Peace Mugs, provided by the Peace and Justice Support
Network (PJSN) of Mennonite Church USA, are
awarded by our conference Peace & Justice Committee
to honor those among us who demonstrate a life long
commitment to peace and justice.

Becky also faced her terminal illness with peace, knowing
that she was at peace with God and with others.

Jason Hedrick, PJC Chairperson, describes Becky as “a
pillar of the PJC and a mentor. She created space for me
to learn and grow from the time I first started to serve on
the committee and even more so when I took over the
role as chair. Her life modeled what it meant to work for
peace; to consider those who were marginalized, both
within our own community and outside; to take the time
to listen to those who had differing view points; and to
challenge others to grow, to take action. Mostly though
she was a friend. What better way is there to work
towards peace in the world than to be a friend to
someone?”
Those who knew her well describe Becky as a champion
of peace and justice, at peace with God and at peace

Walking in the Way of Peace
Essay Contest Winners
Last spring, the Peace & Justice Committee invited
any member, young or old, to write reflections on
“Walking in the Way of Peace.” Two "winning"
essays have been chosen from the entries we received:
• Walking in the Way of Peace, by Brenda Shelly
(member of Blooming Glen Mennonite Church), and
• Why "Walking in the Way of Peace" Requires Grace, by
Michael Meneses (Wellspring Church of Skippack).
Both essays are included in the Christmas 2012 issue of
Franconia Conference Intersectings and posted on the
Peace & Justice Committee home page: efpjc.ppjr.org.
(For anyone who does not have internet access, printed
copies of both essays are available by request.)
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
“See with New Eyes” – Anti-Racism Training
– February 22-24, 2013 at Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.
Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity
– [2013 schedule to be announced]
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions and
MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
February 8-10, 2013 (Friday-Sunday)
Spruce Lake at Canadensis, PA (in the Poconos)
This is a family retreat with separate programs
for adults and children, sponsored by the Peace
& Justice Committee – with time for outdoor
winter recreation; quiet reflection, and
informal conversation.

How Did War Get to Be Religious?
Supporting Christian Peace-Builders
in U.S. War-Culture
with Kelly Denton-Borhaug
For more details and registration, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org

Pastors and Leaders Breakfast Seminars at
Mennonite Conference Center in Harleysville
Date: January 10, 2013 (8:00-10:00am)
Topic: “Supporting Christian Peace-Builders in
U.S. War-Culture”
Following the events of Sept. 11, 2001, Kelly Denton-Borhaug
began to investigate the links between Christian understandings
of sacrifice and U.S. militarism and war. She has authored a
number of publications, and her recent book U.S. War-culture,
Sacrifice and Salvation, which relates to the theme of this year’s
Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake Retreat
Speaker: Kelly Denton-Borhaug Associate Professor and
Chair of the Religion Department at Moravian College.
Date: February 21, 2013 (8:00-10:00am)
Topic: “Illegal Handguns and the Law of Sin & Death”
Illegal trafficking of hand guns is big business. Poor communities are paying the price. What can Christians do to be a
faithful witness to Jesus in light of the bloodshed and greed?
Speakers: J. Frederick Kauffman (MCC-East Coast) and
Drick Boyd (Professor at Eastern University, St. Davids, PA)
Contact the Conference Office for Breakfast Reservations
Email: office@franconiaconference.org
Phone: 267-932-6050
For updates and additional information on any of these events, see
our web calendar at efpjc.ppjr.org; or contact us (cf. page1)

January 20, 2013 (Sunday, 2:30 pm) Lancaster, PA
Working for a Constructive Relationship Between US, Iran and
Israel – with Ms. Kate Gould, who is the Legislative Associate for
Middle East Policy for the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), a Quaker lobby in the public interest fielding the
largest team of registered peace lobbyists in Washington, D.C.
Sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness.
Location: Highland Presbyterian Ch., 500 E Roseville Rd, Lancaster
For more info. see lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
March 1-3, 2013 (Friday pm - Sunday) Laurelville, PA
Sustainable Food & Farming Conference - a gathering to inspire
and equip those who grow food sustainably and those who want to
support them by buying local, fresh and wholesome food.
For details, see www.laurelville.org/programs/sustainability/
sustainable-food-and-farming/.
Location: Laurelville Mennonite Ch.Center, Mount Pleasant, PA
March 16, 2013 (Saturday, 5:00 pm) Bethlehem, PA
LEPOCO Peace Center annual dinner. Music at 5pm, dinner at
5:30pm, followed by program. Medea Benjamin cofounder of
human rights group Global Exchange and peace group CODEPINK,
is keynote speaker. Details TBA. See www.lepoco.org.
March 17, 2013 (Sunday, 3:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
Spring Peace Forum: Spirituality, Nonviolence and Public Life
with Fr. John Dear, SJ. John Dear is an internationally known
voice for peace and nonviolence. He is a Jesuit priest, pastor,
peacemaker, organizer, lecturer, retreat leader, and the author/editor
of 25 books. Sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, 140 E Orange St., Lancaster.
For more info. see lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org
April 5-8, 2013 (Fri.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
At God's Table: Food Justice for a Healthy World – Ecumenical
Advocacy Days – workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice,
Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East,
co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event will be held at
the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the Potomac
River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and includes
Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $180 ($195 after March 15), which includes some
meals. Lodging at the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional $122
per night (plus tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing your
room with others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org
April 8, 2013 (Monday night) “The House I Live In”
Documentary on the U.S. “War on Drugs” which has cost more than
$1 trillion and accounted for more than 45 million arrests.
PBS “Independent Lens” - check local TV listings
For further information. see www.thehouseilivein.org
April 27, 2013 (Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm) Allentown, PA
Annual Bread for the World workshop - in partnership with local
anti-hunger organizations.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, Allentown.
Sponsored by Bread for the World and Lehigh County Conference
of Churches (Justice and Advocacy Comm.).
For further details, see bread.ppjr.org or contact LCCC office at
610-433-6421 or Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org.
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