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Biblical Justice
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to
bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to
those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn. (Isaiah 61:1-2)
According to Luke’s narrative (4:16ff), Jesus read these words in the
Nazareth synagogue at the outset of his public teaching. It should be noted,
however, that “the day of vengeance” is omitted from his reading.
Restoration and reconciliation are essential characteristics of Jesus’s
teaching and healing ministry; retribution and vengeance are not.
Does it seem ironic that the Bible is passed from hand to hand many times
a day in court proceedings, yet it is never opened? Many people swear upon
it to tell the truth; yet it is never read in court; its truth is never spoken. Its
wisdom is not admissible in court deliberation.
There are other ironies in America’s criminal “justice” system. This
newsletter reviews some of the issues surrounding capital punishment

Capital Crimes and Punishment
Criminal Justice in Pennsylvania
There are at least four significant purposes which the administration of criminal
law may serve: (1) To provide retribution (punishment) for offenses against the
State; (2) to deter potential offenses by threatening adverse consequences; (3)
to detain individuals who are not deterred by threat of punishment and prevent
them from committing further harm to themselves or others, or (4) to detain them
for purposes of rehabilitation.
However, the administration of criminal law in itself does not necessarily
provide any significant benefits to society. In principle, all citizens would be
better off if there were no crimes–no violence, no expensive jails and prisons,
no criminal prosecutors, judges or juries. The ultimate purpose toward which
the legal process should be directed is to eliminate or at least reduce the need for
criminal prosecution. America has about 5% of the world’s population, but 25%
of the world’s prison population–a serious indictment of America’s values and
public policies.
The Death Penalty
One area in which the law and the judicial process
are especially capricious is in administration of the
death penalty. Presently there are about 3193
people on death row in the United States (200 in
Pennsylvania) – representing much less than one
percent of those convicted of homicide in recent
years. Nearly all those selected to die are poor. Half of them are people of color
(in Pennsylvania two-thirds are people of color); some are insane, mentally
disabled or juveniles. (Pennsylvania law does not necessarily exclude mentally
disabled people from the death penalty.) Mostly, people on death row are those
whose victims are white (77%); and some of them are innocent.
(continued on page 2)

Criminal Justice ...

(continued from page 1)

Our preoccupation with the death penalty keeps us from
dealing with the real causes of violent crime, and it
demeans us in the eyes of other Western democratic
nations. Ninety-six (96) countries, including all European
countries except Belarus have now abolished the death
penalty. Although the threat of the death penalty may be a
deterrent to homicide for some individuals, given the cost
of public execution, there are significantly more effective
ways to deter homicide. (For example, when Canada
abolished the death penalty in 1976, the homicide rate
actually dropped by about 6%.)
Mental Disability and Death Sentence
Ten years ago the U.S. Supreme Court declared the
execution of persons with "mental retardation" unconstitutional in the case Atkins v. Virginia. Since then
neuroscience research has also documented cases of antisocial or “criminal” behavior that can sometimes be the
direct result of a brain disorder or biochemical imbalance
in the brain. In such cases punishment is not a deterrent;
such people need appropriate care in a protective
environment.
Pennsylvania, however, has yet to adopt changes to death
penalty laws to comply with that U.S. Supreme Court
decision. Last year the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled
in the case Commonwealth v. Sanchez that it was up to the
jury to decide after convicting a defendant , whether he is
mentally disabled and therefore not eligible for the death
penalty.
Abraham Sanchez Jr. at age 18, with three accomplices
robbed and murdered a 65-year-old man at his home in
Elizabethtown, PA. During the trial in 2009, witnesses
described how he was abused at home and picked on at
school. His sister said he never really showed love or
affection , and when she asked him why, he responded that
“he doesn’t know what love is.” The defense argued that
Sanchez should get life in prison because of his age,
background and mental disability. The jury convicted him
of first-degree murder, robbery and conspiracy and
sentenced him to death.
Wrongful Conviction
Since 1989, U.S. death row inmates have been exonerated
nine times more frequently than others convicted of murder.
About one-fourth of those exonerated of murder had
received a death sentence, while half of those who had been
wrongfully convicted of rape or murder faced death or a life
behind bars. Ten of the inmates went to their graves before
their names were cleared, and it is very likely that other
innocent people remain in prison.
In Pennsylvania 21 people have been exonerated from
murder convictions since 1989, including five with death
sentences.
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Juvenile Sentencing in Pennsylvania - SB 850
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled 5-4 on June 25 that
juvenile defendants can be sentenced to life in prison, but the
sentence cannot be automatic. Currently there are about 300
juvenile lifers in Pennsylvania whose sentences are under
review as a result of the ruling.
However, Governor Corbett signed into law last month SB850
which mandates new minimum sentences for juvenile
defendants, over the objections of many human rights
advocates.
Age of
Defendant

Minimum Sentence in Pennsylvania
1st degree murder

2nd degree murder

up to 14

25 years

20 years

15-17

35 years

25 years

life without parole

life without parole

Adults 18+

SB850 allows life sentences without the possibility of parole
and other very lengthy sentences to be imposed on child
offenders, even very young children. In Pennsylvania
12-year-old children can now be sentenced to life without
parole or life sentences where the first opportunity for review
is after 25 years.

In general, youth have a greater capacity for rehabilitation than
older offenders, which SB850 disregards, as well as the racially
disproportionate sentencing of youth in Pennsylvania. African
American youth convicted of murder have been sentenced to
life without parole in Pennsylvania at a much higher rate than
white youth.
Easy access to handguns and criminalization of the drug trade
have contributed significantly to the homicide rate, especially
among teenagers and young adults – a topic for further commentary in future newsletters.
_________
Sources and Resources: See efpjc.ppjr.org/issues/prison.htm for
links to many death penalty and criminal justice resources. Also,
note the Nov. 17 movie screening and discussion:“Broken on All
Sides.” (Details on page 4 of this newsletter.)

Latino Truth Commission in Norristown

Service of Lament at Graterford Prison

On September 19, Juntos* held a Truth Commission in
Norristown to raise concerns from the Latino community
and to begin building mutually beneficial relationships
between the local police department, ICE (U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement), and the Latino
community in Norristown.
Juntos organizers and
Norristown community leaders collected over 25 stories
ranging from incidents of racial profiling of community
members by the police, local police behaving as ICE
officials at checkpoints, harassment of individuals on the
streets, and cases of unjust detention by ICE officials.
Some of those stories were read that night from their
Norristown Community White Paper† which also includes
a list of community recommendations to improve
relationships with local police and ICE.
The Truth Commission was a successful community event
with over 100 people present including representatives
from the U.S. Department of Justice, the Pennsylvania
NAACP, Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, and
the ACLU of Pennsylvania as well as the Municipality of
Norristown.
The list of recommendations includes these requests:
• that the Norristown Police Department immediately
stop racial profiling community members and asking
for “papers.” There is no law in the state of
Pennsylvania that allows for this, and it is a clear
violation of peoples’ civil and human rights;
• that local checkpoints not be used as immigration
checkpoints;
• that the Norristown Police Department develop a clear
process–accessible to community members in our own
language and without fear of deportation–for reporting
cases of abuse, harassment, and racial profiling;
• that the Norristown Police Department undergo
training on how best to work and build trust with
Latino and immigrant communities;
• that information about anyone detained be released to
family members as soon as possible to avoid confusion
and fear in the community. Families have a right to
know where their loved ones are located;.
• that the Norristown Police District support hiring
practices that allow the force to be reflective of the
community in race and language. Almost 1 in every 3
people in Norristown is Latino.
______________________

*Juntos is a Latino immigrant led organization working in South
Philadelphia which has been supportive of the Latino members
of Philadelphia Praise Center. Juntos organizes for human
rights in education, labor, and immigration.
Web: www.vamosjuntos.org
† The Norristown Community White Paper is posted at
www.vamosjuntos.org/juntos-truth-commission-in-norristown/
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Witnessing Against the Execution of Terrance
Williams and the Death Penalty
On the evening of October 2nd, about two dozen people
gathered just outside Graterford Prison (behind Wellspring Church) for a
service of lament,
led by Pastor Joe
Hackman and other
members of Salford
Mennonite Church.
The death warrant
f or T e r r a nc e
Willams expired at midnight the following day when the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court accepted his case for review
and did not immediately overturn the stay of execution
granted by a Philadelphia judge.
Williams, a death-row inmate at Graterford prison, was
tried and condemned at age 18 for killing one of the men
who sexually abused him for years as a child, though this
fact was never presented to his jury. He was scheduled for
lethal injection on October 3rd, and a new death warrant
could still be issued. Chief Justice Ron Castille, who
was district attorney at the time of Williams’ conviction
has declined to recuse himself in the Supreme Court
hearing.
Seventeen states have now abolished capital punishment,
and there is a possibility that Pennsylvania will do so if
there is adequate public support. Last year the Pennsylvania Senate adopted a resolution to set up a bipartisan
legislative task force and an advisory committee to conduct
a comprehensive study of the effectiveness
of capital punishment in Pennsylvania
(considering cost, fairness, proportionality,
impact, and other factors) and issue a report
by December 14, 2013. On September 13,
2012, members of the task force and its
advisory committee sent a letter to
Governor Corbett requesting a moratorium
on executions until the study is completed.
__________
See Jon Tyson’s report on the Service of Lament at
franconiaconference.org/news/a-service-of-lament and
efpjc.ppjr.org/issues/prison.htm for links to other death penalty
resources.
Pennsylvania Death Row Inmates (200 total - Nov. 2012)
by race/ethnicity

by gender

executed since 1963

Asian
Black
White
Hispanic

Male 197
Female 3

Keith Zettlemoyer (1995)
Leon Moser (1995)
Gary Heidnik (1999)

2
113
67
18

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Corrections

www.cor.state.pa.us

Peace and Justice Calendar
Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– February 22-24, 2013 at Philadelphia Mennonite H.S.
Changing Racism: A Personal Approach to
Multiculturalism, Inclusion and Equity
– [2013 schedule to be announced]
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions and
MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”
November 17, 2012 (Saturday, 3:30-6:00 pm) Philadelphia, PA
“Broken on All Sides” movie screening, discussion, and networking event. Sponsored by a coalition of many organizations
opposed to Pennsylvania’s death penalty.
Location: International House, 3701Chestnut St., Philadelphia
Free admission. See www.decarcerate.us/calendar/
December 2, 2012 (Sunday, 3:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
Maria Santelli, Director of the Center on Conscience & War in
Washington D.C., will speak on issues of war and conscience at
Lancaster church of the Brethren. This will be a good opportunity
to get an update on issues of conscience related to war and military
enlistment.
Location: Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Avenue,
Lancaster 17601. Enter the church via the back doors at the car port
at the rear of the parking lot.
December 8, 2012 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
53rd Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph.
Participants meet in Bethlehem at 10:45am,
and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square where the
Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join at any point along the way.
The pilgrimage concludes at Christ United Church of Christ in
Bethlehem, around 5:30 for a light meal and rally. Guest speaker
after supper will be Rev. Dr. Christine Nelson, Executive Director
of Lehigh County Conference of Churches. For details, see
enclosed announcement or www.peacewalk.org.

Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake
February 8-10, 2013 (Friday-Sunday)
Spruce Lake at Canadensis, PA (in the Poconos)
This is a family retreat with separate programs
for adults and children, sponsored by the Peace
& Justice Committee – with time for outdoor
winter recreation; quiet reflection, and informal
conversation.

How Did War Get to Be Religious?
Supporting Christian Peace-Builders
in U.S. War-Culture
with Kelly Denton-Borhaug
For more details and registration information, see the enclosed
announcement or peaceretreat.ppjr.org
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March 1-3, 2013 (Friday pm - Sunday) Laurelville, PA
Sustainable Food & Farming Conference - a gathering to inspire
and equip those who grow food sustainably and those who want to
support them by buying local, fresh and wholesome food.
For details, see www.laurelville.org/programs/sustainability/
sustainable-food-and-farming/.
Location: Laurelville Mennonite Ch.Center, Mount Pleasant, PA
March 16, 2013 (Saturday, 5:00 pm) Bethlehem, PA
LEPOCO Peace Center annual dinner. Music at 5pm, dinner at
5:30pm, followed by program. Medea Benjamin cofounder of
human rights group Global Exchange and peace group CODEPINK,
is keynote speaker. Details TBA. See www.lepoco.org.
March 17, 2013 (Sunday, 3:00 pm) Lancaster, PA
Spring Peace Forum: Spirituality, Nonviolence and Public Life
with Fr. John Dear, SJ. John Dear is an internationally known
voice for peace and nonviolence. He is a Jesuit priest, pastor,
peacemaker, organizer, lecturer, retreat leader, and the author/editor
of 25 books. Location: [TBD], Lancaster, PA.
Sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness.
See lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org for details.
April 5-8, 2013 (Fri eve.-Mon.) Washington, DC area.
“At God's Table: Food Justice for a Healthy World” – Ecumenical
Advocacy Days, workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice,
Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East,
co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event will be held at
the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA – just across the Potomac
River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and includes
Congressional office visits on Monday. For further information. see
www.advocacydays.org.

Did You Vote?
Did you vote today?
We vote, not just on Election Day, but almost every day.
How do our economic choices affect other people in our
own communities and around the world? Where do you
buy gas or groceries?
Who grew the food that you
consumed for breakfast? Who made your clothes (or the
cloth, if you tailor your own clothes)? Who manufactured and assembled your cell phone and your
computer? Where does the trash that you discard end up?
We vote every day for or against fair working conditions,
environmental integrity, ethnic or gender privilege; and by
default we vote mostly for the status quo – which
maintains the power and privilege of the few at the
expense of many.
Jesus (and many others since) chose to vote differently and
paid the price for voting against the principalities and
powers.
Did you vote? How did you choose to spend your time this
week? On-line games? Reading a murder mystery? In
conversation with someone who's homeless or in prison?
Weeding a garden? Tutoring a child? Chatting with
friends? Cooking meals and washing dishes? Flipping
burgers or cleaning motel rooms?

53rd Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage

Schedule: Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street,
Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. Buses will transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.

Saturday, December 8, 2012
Walk the Road of Peace
For over 50 years people dedicated to peace have been gathering in
Pennsylvania to walk the 10 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem on the
second Saturday of December. The Peace Pilgrimage, symbolic of the
journey of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us, those who walk, those who
pass us on the highway, and those who read about the walk, with an
opportunity to consider the true meaning of Christmas. The sight of 200
pilgrims walking with stars and peace signs inspires us to focus on the need
for Peace on Earth. Consider walking with your family and/or friends. If you
are concerned about your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should
know that there are both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.
More than a Walk
Even if you are not able to join the pilgrims, please consider participating
in our related events:
• Christmas Carol singing at the Central Moravian Church steps.
• Simple supper and message from our guest speaker at Christ Church at
Market and Center Streets.

A 10:45 am Buses begin leaving from Bechtel Building parking lot,
(520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem) to Nazareth
B 12:00
Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C 1:30 pm Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191
just north of Steuben Road
D
2:45
Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between
Oakland Road and Johnson Dr.
E
3:45
Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene,
1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem

F
G

4:45

Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian
Church steps, Main and Church Streets
5:30
Supper and Rally, Christ United Church of Christ,
Market and Center Streets

This year our speaker is Rev. Dr. Christine Nelson, who is Executive
Director of the Lehigh County Conference of Churches. The work of the
Conference involves helping thousands of people struggling with hunger,
homelessness, mental health concerns, staying in school, and joblessness.
The title of her presentation is “Peace & Justice the American Way.”
Registration: To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,
please register at www.peacewalk.org and include the names of all people
coming with you. You are welcome to come even if you have not preregistered. (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)
You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate. Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow. Persons desiring overnight lodging or for more
information, call Fran Dreisbach at 610-258-7313, or the Lehigh County
Conference of Churches, 534 Chew Street,
Allentown, PA 18102, 610-433-6421, or visit our
website:
www.peacewalk.org

www.peacewalk.org

Adult Program

How Did War Get to Be Religious?
Supporting Christian PeaceBuilders in U.S. War Culture
Over the course of our retreat, we will delve into the
reality of U.S. war-culture, and its shaping impact on all
citizens, including Christians. In particular we will
explore the "sacred canopy" that exists over U.S.
militarization and war that is strongly linked to Christian
notions of sacrifice. In light of this reality, we will think
together and strategize regarding the spiritual response
this calls forth, and the strategic initiatives that may
strengthen Christian peace advocates.
Rev. Kelly Denton-Borhaug, Ph.D., is
Associate Professor and Chair of the
Religion Department at Moravian
College in Bethlehem, PA. She holds a
Masters of Divinity with Honors from
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary
and a Ph.D. from the Graduate
Theological Union, Berkeley; she is ordained in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.
Following the events of Sept. 11, 2001, she began to
investigate the links between Christian understandings
of sacrifice and U.S. militarism and war. She has
authored a number of publications, including the recent
book U.S. War-culture, Sacrifice and Salvation.

Child Care / Children’s Activities

Registration Information

We will provide child care and activities for children up
to age 12 during the adult sessions. We also appreciate
parents or other adults who would like to help out with
one or more of the children’s sessions.

Our registration rates are listed on the other side of this
page, but the actual cost of the retreat is greater than
what the participants pay. The difference is made up
with funds from the Eastern District / Franconia Peace
and Justice budget. Registration charges cover personal
expenses for lodging and meals, but not our program
costs such as honorariums, travel, and accommodations
for our presenters, publicity, and other miscellaneous
expenses.

Retreat Schedule
Friday, February 8
7:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:30 PM
11:00 PM

Check-in
Evening program for all:
music, stories, sharing
Snack*
Bedtime (Quiet)

Saturday, February 9
8:00-8:30 AM Breakfast
9:00-12:00
First Session
12:00-12:30 PM Lunch
12:30 PM
Free Time†
5:00-6:00 PM Dinner
7:15 PM
Second Session
9:15 PM
Snack*
Sunday, February 10
8:00-8:30 AM Breakfast
9:00-10:30
Third Session
10:45 AM
Worship Service
12:15-12:45 PM Dinner
____________________________

Youth Options
Again this year we are not offering a separate program
for youth, because many of our congregations now hold
winter retreats specifically for high school and junior high
youth. However, youth will be welcome to participate in
this retreat if they come with other family members.
Some mature youth may benefit from participation in the
adult program; also, there will be an opportunity for a
few youth to help with the child care. Please check with
us for details.
Note that we can also work with church youth group
leaders to help plan a youth retreat with a peace and
justice theme.

*Please bring snacks (fruit, cookies, pretzels, etc.) to
share with others during the evenings. You are also
encouraged to bring your own mug (BYOM).

Your donations are much appreciated since they allow
us to provide scholarships for low-income families or
individuals.
Financial aid is available for those who find it difficult to
pay the amount we charge. We want to enable as many
people as possible to attend this retreat. (Contact Bob
Walden, 610-861-0653, for scholarship information.)
Special needs: If you have dietary restrictions or
require other special accommodations (e.g., diabetic, or
vegetarian, or difficulty climbing stairs, etc.) please
include information about your needs.
Most rooms accommodate up to four people (a double
bed and a bunk bed with private bath), and one or two
additional family members may be accommodated in the
same room on the floor if you wish to bring sleeping
bags for them.
Single adults who wish to room together should send in
their registration forms together; otherwise they will be
paired with other singles if space is limited. (Note that
there is an additional $50 charge for a single person
who requests a private room.) Please plan to register
early; space is limited.

†During "Free Time" on Saturday there will be videos
and discussion time (on peace issues) as an alternative
to quiet reflection or outdoor recreation.
After Sunday dinner you and your family may stay for
more recreation, but sleeping rooms need to be vacated
before dinner.
C

Weather permitting, the following winter recreational
activities are available at Spruce Lake: cross-country
skiing with ski rental, tubing, and ice-skating (bring
your own skates).

Additional program information is posted at:

peaceretreat.ppjr.org

Registration Form
Name(s)______________________________
_____________________________________
Address______________________________
_____________________________________
Email________________________________

Spruce Lake Retreat Location:
Spruce Lake Retreat is located 2.5 miles north of
Canadensis on PA Rt. 447, in the Pocono Mountains,
about one hour's drive north of Allentown, PA. via route
numbers 33, I-80, 611, 940, 390, and 447.

Eastern District Conference
Franconia Mennonite Conference

Winter Peace Retreat
February 8-10, 2013
How Did War Get to Be Religious?
Supporting Christian PeaceBuilders in U.S. War Culture

[check here G if you do not want to be included on the
Peace & Justice Committee’s email list.]

Phone (______)________________________
Children's names and Ages
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

with Kelly Denton-Borhaug
Moravian College

Cost to Participants:
$165
Adults [It is possible for adults to register
for only the Saturday program; cost is $40, including lunch
and supper. Check with us for additional details.]
$100
College Student
$45
Children (Ages 6-12)
$75
Youth (Ages 13-18)
Children under 6 are free!

____Adults
__________
____College Students
__________
____Children @ $45.00 each __________
____Youth @ $75.00 each __________
( Additional donation
__________ )
TOTAL___________
Amount Enclosed___________
Amount Due at Check-in___________

There will also be children’s peace activities
during the adult program sessions

Make checks payable to:

Eastern District Conference
Tear off and mail this registration form to:
Carolynn Boyd, Registrar
Peace & Justice Committee
569 Yoder Road
Harleysville, PA 19438
Registration deadline is:

January 18, 2013

Any questions? Need more information?
Call Carolynn Boyd, 610-489-9084
E-mail: peaceretreat@ppjr.org
or Robert Walden, 610-861-0653
E-mail: RWaldenPA@entermail.net
Web: peaceretreat.ppjr.org

Location:
Spruce Lake Retreat
5389 Route 447, Canadensis, PA 18325
(570) 595-7505
Web:

peaceretreat.ppjr.org

