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Aliens Among Us
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.
The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you
shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I
am the Lord your God.
– Leviticus 19:33-34
In June the U.S. Supreme Court will announce its decision on the legality of
Arizona’s controversial immigration law SB 1070. If parts of the law are
upheld, similar laws will go into effect in several other states, and it is
expected that such legislation will start moving through the legislative
process in Pennsylvania, too.
Two years ago, Arizona’s SB 1070 sparked debate within MCUSA about the
wisdom of holding the 2013 Convention in Phoenix in an environment
perceived as hostile not only to undocumented immigrants, but also to many
other non-Anglo members of the denomination.
It seems likely that the debate will continue and intensify in the foreseeable
future, and a number of our congregations are, appropriately, wrestling with
immigration issues. Here’s how a couple of local congregations have
chosen to respond..

Peacemaking in Our Congregations
Wrestling with Immigration
(and other divisive issues)
Franconia and Eastern District congregations which include many firstgeneration immigrants from places such as Indonesia, Haiti, Latin America, and
Vietnam have been engaged in advocacy on immigration issues for some time;
but more recently a few of our suburban and rural predominately-Anglo
congregations have begun to look at immigration issues as well.
Deep Run East
Deep Run East Mennonite Church (DRE) scheduled a two-week series –
sermons and Sunday School discussion time – for wrestling with immigration
issues. Pastor Ken Burkholder initially tested the idea of preaching on
immigration with the church’s Mission Commission – and discovered that some
church members were already working along side recent
immigrants. On the first Sunday, Burkholder’s sermon
focused on constructing a Biblical framework for talking
about immigration issues, beginning with texts such as Lev.
19:33-34 (above) and Luke 10:25-37 (“the good Samaritan”).
On the following Sunday, the sermon and conversation built
on that framework, exploring how Christians should respond
to immigrants, as well as touching on some of the difficult
questions – issues such as border control and undocumented
Ken Burkholder
immigrants who are living in this country.
Included in the conversation were three invited guests from Philadelphia Praise
Center (PPC) – Andrew, a college student who came to the U.S. from Indonesia
at age 16; Christina, a mother of four
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Wrestling ... Immigration

(continued from page 1)

children from Mexico, who came to the U.S. in desperation
after her husband died when her oldest child was ten; and
Maria Byler, PPC staff member who works with the PPC
community on immigration-related issues.
Burkholder identified a number of insights that came out of
that experience:
1. The power of story-telling. – in sermon illustrations and
through the personal testimony of people who are directly
engaged with the complexity of U.S. immigration laws,
hearing about the challenges they face, and the tortuous
process to attaining legal status helped people to move
beyond the popular stereotypes about immigrants and the
U.S. immigration system.
2. Putting a face to an issue helps to soften strong
opinions. Immigration is an emotional issue, and we all
know that. What came out in our conversations were some
pretty emotional comments from various angles; but
hearing stories from the Philadelphia folks and being able
to put a face to it really helped to soften people's strong
rhetoric and opinions on the issue.
Similarly, when DRE hosted a refugee family – even
though things work a little differently for refugees than for
other immigrants – the experience of building a warm
relationship with that family helped put a face on
immigrants that has softened some views on this intense
issue.
3. Our conversation raised awareness about the complexity
of the issue. It's not just black and white; it's not as simple
as people might have thought.
4. In dealing with such a hot topic, it is essential to begin
the discussion through a Biblical lens, but ...
5. Some people seem to be wired to look at issues through
a political lens (rather than a Biblical lens), and that doesn’t
change easily. Some of the conversations during Sunday
School and the words people used sounded like talking
points from Fox News. And even the mention of the
Arizona immigration law in a sermon – just to set the
context, without going into any of the specific provisions -provoked a strong response from a few people who were
eager to talk about and defend that law.
6. Balancing the pastoral-prophetic role is a delicate
“dance” – being pastoral, on the one hand, hearing a variety
of viewpoints, having people feel heard, fostering a healthy
dialog; but being prophetic, on the other hand, declaring
here's what the Bible teaches; challenging people, calling
people to open their minds, think differently.
7. Humor helps to lessen the anxiety around emotionallycharged issues.
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What was the outcome? “I wish I could say we started this
huge letter-writing campaign to our Congress people and did
this and did that,” Burkholder lamented; but it did raise
awareness about the issue, and helped to reframe the debate
through the lens of Biblical witness, since there are many, many
Biblical passages that address the issue of immigration.
Burkholder and other members of DRE have also been engaged
with the Israel-Palestine conflict; in fact, the week following the
immigration series, Burkholder traveled with a Franconia
Conference group to Israel-Palestine for a two-week learning
tour.
Perkasie
Several times a year Perkasie Mennoite Church has a “Faith and
Action” adult Sunday School class. Generally it is designed to
both talk about an issue and then attach some kind of simple
action to it, such as writing a letter. One Sunday last fall, Fred
Kauffman brought two young adults with him: Filie, who is
from Indonesia, and Jorge, from Bolivia. Both of them were
brought here as children by undocumented parents. They have
grown up here in the U.S. and in preparing to apply for college
realized that they were undocumented. They spoke about their
own experience and about the DREAM Act, which would
provide a path to citizenship for undocumented young adults
who finish college or serve in the U.S. armed forces. Their
reflections about the trauma caused by being undocumented –
putting a face to the issue – had a very powerful impact on the
congregation.
Blooming Glen
Members of Blooming Glen Mennonite Church played a supporting role in establishing a Spanish-speaking congregation at
Philadelphia Praise Center about three years ago that includes
many first-generation immigrants. Last fall, one of the adult
Sunday School classes at Blooming Glen sponsored an elective
class on intercultural transformation – one of the missional
priorities of Franconia Conference – and invited Maria Byler
and others from South Philadelphia to lead a couple of the
sessions.

Congregational Peacemaking: Souderton MC
Last year Sounderton Mennonite Church sponsored Jenifer
Eriksen Morales to lead a missional experiment with a
mom's group called “Chapter Chat.” The group studied a
book by John M. Drescher, If I Were Starting My Family
Again. What happened over the course of time was that the
conversations began to focus on “how we parent and how we
discipline; we were learning from each other how to
discipline non-violently, in the words that we say, in our
actions. Of course none of us were beating our children, but
we were learning together how to be peaceful parents.”
Now Jenifer Eriksen Morales is finding resources on how to
promote peace within the home. Many of the women in the
group are not attending church, but yet they are connecting
and learning how to parent peacefully.

Vegetable Oil and Tropical Rainforest
Tropical rainforests world-wide are being rapidly cleared
for many commercial purposes, including expansion of
agricultural crops such as palm oil with several adverse
consequences:
Loss of biodiversity:
Rainforests have been home to
about half of the world’s plant
and animal species, but as
rainforests are cleared by logging
and fire, many of these species
are becoming extinct.
Almost 90% of West Africa’s
rainforest has already been
destroyed; and more than half of
Borneo’s tropical forest has been
cleared since 1950.
Climate change: Destruction of
tropical rainforests currently
accounts for about 12 to 15% of
greenhouse gas emissions worldwide, about the same as all forms of
transportation world-wide. In
Southeast Asia, swamp forests are
common, and when the forest is
destroyed, the peat soil continues to
release carbon for many years.
Water pollution: Palm oil processing is also a significant source
of pollution. For each ton of crude
palm oil produced, 1.4 tons of palm
fiber, shells, and solid wastes are
generated, as well as 1.5 tons of mill
effluent – a mix of water, crushed
shells, and fat residue.
Appropriation of indigenous
lands: In many countries where
indigenous peoples have lived on
communal lands for centuries, their
lands are being stolen for
commercial purposes, sometimes
illegally and sometimes in collusion
with corrupt government officials.
Colombia, for example, has been
rapidly expanding palm oil
plantations to become the largest
palm oil producer in the Americas,
funded in part by U.S. AID (Agency for International
Development). Some of these new plantations along the
Pacific coast have been established on land occupied for five
centuries by Afro-Colombians, who have been driven away
by armed guards and paramilitaries.
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Lisa Heavener in Borneo
Liza Heavener, a young adult with ties to Blooming Glen
Mennonite Church, is now with an
international team in Borneo, working
on a documentary film that looks at
illegal deforestation and the impact it
has on the local tribes and endangered
orangutans; the team is also helping to
maintain an orangutan preserve and
replanting sugar palm trees to restore
the natural habitat; and they have installed a satellite
monitoring system, Earth Watchers, which enables student
groups to observe and report illegal activity.
Heavener spent about three weeks living with the Dayak tribe
in West Kalimantan, (Indonesian) Borneo last fall and has
returned to Borneo for about 2 ½ months this spring with the
organization Deforest Action.
Both Blooming Glen Mennonite
Church and Christopher Dock High
School have invited Heavener to share
her stories about the work in Borneo.
Following graduation from Eastern
Mennonite University in 2007, she
has worked in several public policy,
lobbying and political campaign roles.
But after several years on Capitol
Hill, Heavener has become more and
more disillusioned with the political
process, and eager for the challenges
of Borneo. Working there and raising
awareness at home is a calling for her,
a very spiritual experience.
Indonesia now has about 7 million
hectares planted with oil palms, but
over the past 25 years more than three
times that area of rainforest has been
cleared, supposedly to make way for
oil palms. More likely, the primary
motive is harvesting timber, since
there are less destructive ways of
expanding palm oil production,
including techniques to increase crop
yields on existing plantations.
In November, the Roundtable on
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) will
vote on adopting international
certification standards that could help consumers to identify
deforestation-free palm oil products.
__________
For more information about palm oil, rainforest destruction, and
Liza Heavener, see http://efpjc.ppjr.org/issues/rainforest.htm

Peace and Justice Calendar
June 2, 2012 (8:30am – 1:00pm) Philadelphia
ALTERNATIVES: Career Options for Urban Youth.
Urban youth with limited family
resources are often faced with tough
choices when looking at career options.
This workshop will provide tools and
resources for pastors, youth/young adult
leaders and youth workers to support the
youth they work with in finding career
and voluntary service opportunities.
Workshop sessions will also be open to
youth and young adults.
Location: Oxford Circle Mennonite Church, 900 E. Howell St.
Philadelphia, PA 19149. This event is sponsored by Kingdom
Builders and other organizations with the support of the Peace
& Justice Committee. See enclosed announcement or
alternatives.ppjr.org for details.
September 23, 2012
Peace Sunday
Peace Sunday is now widely observed on a Sunday close to the
United Nations International Day of Peace (Sept. 21 every year).
Worship resources are available from MCUSA and MCC.
September 21-23, 2012 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA.
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable Living Festival,
A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability
and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community
Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa.
See www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.

Congregational Peacemaking
West Swamp Youth
As the youth group at West Swamp Mennonite Church
fasted for 30 hours on April 28-29, youth and sponsors
wrote a total of 19 letters to elected representatives in
Washington, D.C., related to legislation and public
policies that affect hungry people nearby and far away.
The Quakertown Food Pantry, like many other emergency
food programs, has reported 200 additional people
requesting help this year, but the budget passed by the
U.S. House of Representatives this spring proposes major
spending cuts to programs that provide essential services
and emergency food assistance to poor, disabled, and
elderly people. For example, the House budget calls for
$168 billion in cuts to the SNAP program (aka “food
stamps”). For church donations to cover the SNAP cuts,
every church in the country would have to come up with
about $50,000 worth of additional food – every year.
Although it’s not likely that a final budget for the fiscal
year that begins October 1st will be adopted until after the
fall elections, there are other proposals in Congress that
call for more cuts to social service programs in order to
restore funding for military expenditures.

Peace Mug Award
Bernard Sejour - Solidarity & Harmony
May 6, 2012 – As Solidarity and Harmony Church
dedicated their newly-acquired meeting place in Philadelphia, Pastor Bernard Sejour was honored with this
year’s Eastern District Peace Mug Award.
Bernard Sejour came to the
United States from Haiti in 2000
when his job as a human rights
worker documenting government
abuses put his life in danger; but
he has continued to work on
behalf of Haitian people, both in
his home community of DameMarian, Haiti, and with refugees
in the United States.
Sejour’s mother died when he was 14, and his father,
when he was 17 – so he dropped out of school until a
banker became his benefactor and arranged for him to
return to high school, and he subsequently studied at the
School of Law of the University of Haiti.
In 2006, Sejour helped form Solidarity Dame-Marian, a
multi-national group dedicated to promoting education as
a requirement for self-help and general well-being of the
people in Sejour’s home community.
He completed a two-year Pastoral Ministries program at
Hesston College (Kansas) in 2009, then moved to
Philadelphia where he has been church planter and pastor
with local Haitians, forming the Solidarity and Harmony
congregation. In 2010, following the January earthquake,
he worked with Mennonite Central Committee and
Lutheran Children and Family Service, accompanying
Haitian earthquake victims arriving in Philadelphia to
help them with resettlement and navigating the social
service system. Sejour has two brothers and a sister
living in Haiti who survived the quake, but he lost three
cousins in the disaster.
In addition to his pastoral responsibilities, Sejour
currently works as a case manager for Partners in Health,
accompanying patients from Haiti and advocating for
their medical needs.
Sejour, 41, is married with two children.
Peace Mugs, provided by the Peace and Justice Support
Network (PJSN) of Mennonite Church USA and awarded
by our conference Peace & Justice Committee, honor
those among us who demonstrate a life long commitment
to peace and justice.
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