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Prison is for the “Bad Guys”?
And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where
the king’s prisoners were confined; and he was there in prison.– Gen. 39:20
The officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they beat him and imprisoned
him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for it had been made a prison
– Jeremiah 37:15
But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him [John] because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod
had done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison. – Luke 3:19-20
Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the
sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and
put them in the public prison.
– Acts 5:17-18
After they had given them [Paul and Silas] a severe flogging, they threw
them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. – Acts 16:23
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the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. – Isaiah 42:6-7
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”– Luke 4:18
“... I was in prison and you visited me.”
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– Matthew 25:36

Most people who land in prison are not there because of their good works,
but throughout the history of God’s people, prison, torture, and execution
have been and continue to be the tools of civil and religious authorities to
enforce social, economic, and political privilege.
Unlike the early
Anabaptists, most of us who are European-Americans are now among the
privileged, which means among other things that our privileges are often
invisible to us unless we choose to engage with the people who are exploited
to make our lives comfortable and convenient – oil and gas for our cars,
electronics and clothing from sweatshops in China or Mexico, and a strong
military, police and prison system to protect us from the “bad guys.” But
Jesus invites us to come visit him – in prison, or wherever we can share the
pain of our sisters and brothers, and the joy of meeting Jesus.

Walking in the Way of Peace
Church and State: Pennsylvania Prisons
This year, as Franconia and Eastern District Conferences observe a year of “Walking in
the Way of Peace," PJN will highlight the various ways our congregations are engaged
in working for justice and peace – beginning with this story adapted from the report that
Michael Meneses presented to the January 10th Pastors and Leaders breakfast meeting.

Wellspring Church of Skippack is strategically located on the southern
boundary of Graterford state prison grounds.
(continued on page 2)
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As Pastor Michael Meneses puts it, . “Our back yard is
Graterford.” In fact, back in the 1920s and 30s when the
prison was first built, some of Graterford’s land belonged to members of what
was then Upper Skippack Mennonite
Church. They were required to sell their
land in order for the prison to be built.–
the beginning of a sort of love-hate
relationship between the congregation
and prison.
When Charlie Ness was called to pastor the church in the
1970s and 80s, he started Liberty Ministries, which continues
to work at Graterford, as well as other prison ministries.
When Charlie left Skippack, the church no longer had any
connection or any prison ministry – until Michael Meneses
arrived. With Graterford prison next door, Michael was
convinced that the congregation needed to have a ministry
there; and Charlie Ness helped him make the connection.

Life Means Life in Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania requires “life without parole” (LWOP) for all
defendants convicted of first- or second-degree murder,
whether they are adults or juveniles. This mandate deprives
judges of discretionary sentencing. Following the crack
epidemic of the late 1980s and early 1990s, when juvenile
homicide rates soared, the state pushed more teens into the
adult system, even for first-time offenses.
While many states have revised sentencing, parole, and
rehabilitation policies to reduce their prison population
during the last several years, Pennsylvania continues to
allocate increasing resources for keeping people locked up
as long as possible. In fact, Pennsylvania leads the nation
as the state with the highest number (345) of LWOP
prisoners for crimes they committed as juveniles. Further,
in Pennsylvania there are overwhelming racial and ethnic
disparities for those serving life terms: 77% of juveniles
sentenced to life in prison are non-white.*
________________

* “No Exit,” a report the Sentencing Project (2009).
Restorative Justice workshops at Graterford
Charles Boyd has been a Graterford resident 29 years, and
he'll be there for the rest of his life. Charles and Felix
Resado, who’s also in for life, are the key workers in the
restorative justice ministry that Wellspring folks support.
As Michael Menses describes it: We do a 10-week series of
workshops, four times each year, according to the seasons.
Charles and Felix interview inmates who have expressed
interest in the program and have picked 12 for the current
(winter) session. Although Wellspring folks sponsor the
program and participate in the workshops, it is the two
residents – Charles and Felix – who run the program.
When a new session begins, the leaders don’t dictate the
rules. Rather, they ask participants, "What rules would you
like to have for this meeting? How do you want to conduct
the dialog here?" And they'll raise their hand and say, "Well,
don't talk back. Respect what others say " – the kind of rules
that the leaders would come up with anyway; but the
participants are doing it, and so they own it. Noone is telling
them what to do; they are telling themselves how to do it.
Then we ask the question, “What does justice mean to you?"
Just the word. We call it a word storm. You hear the word
justice and say whatever comes to mind. Typical responses
include words such as: truth, punishment, fairness, dislike,
prison, bitter, unfair, political, equality, railroad, perception,
judgement, retaliation, blind, penalty, correct, reward,
deserts, just deserts, judge, amend, money-based, peace, war,
arbitrary. The words that they connect with justice lead into
a discussion of what justice means, and in a later workshop,
on to values and principles of restorative justice.
One of the workshops we do in that 10-week period is
exploring addiction, because addiction is often the reason for
crime; and then we ask about crime's impact. “Who was
being affected by your being caught in a crime and placed in

here?” And that wakes them up quite a bit. They start to see,
“ It was not just me that was affected; it was my family, my
children,” and they begin to see the wider connection with the
community. We talk about empathy, accountability, and then
we get into the specifics of restorative values and talk about
community.
We use Howard Zehr's book, “Transcending: Reflections of
Crime Victims”, a collection of photographs and little stories
of real victims who have had their children or spouses –
someone murdered in their family and how it affected them.
It is powerful when the men see the pictures and read the
stories, and actually come to terms with what it looks like
from the victim's point of view to have been the victim of a
crime that severe. Some of the workshop participants –
including the two leaders are in prison for murder. But if
you meet Charles and Felix now, they are powerfully, deeply,
profoundly men of God. They are believers; because they
have been transformed. And part of the process of
transformation is due not only to the Christian faith, but also
to restorative justice principles, practices and values.
The “War on Crime”
“War” is a great marketing buzz word in our culture. We use
the word "war" for many things other than just military
engagement. For example in the 1960's President Johnson
spoke of the War on Poverty; and then in the 70s and 80s and
on up to today, we speak of the "War on Drugs." Of course
we have always been speaking of the "War on Crime."
While other U.S. states are trying to reduce the prison
population, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is going in
the opposite direction. Governor Corbett is seeking to expand
nine existing prisons and build three brand new ones. The
plan will add 8,118 new beds to our state's already massive
prison system.
-2(continued on page 3)
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Last summer, while Governor Corbett cut nearly $1 billion
from state education funding, he’s asking during this time of
fiscal austerity to put more money into our prison system.
Can Pennsylvania really afford to add $685 million for
building more prisons?
The attitude on crime that wins votes in our society is "catch
them, lock them up, throw away the key." Not many folks
ask what's behind the increasing population of inmates in our
prison system. We want to feel safe, so the way politicians
get elected is "I'm tough on crime. I'll continue the ‘War on
Crime’; and I'll do what I can to take all of the bad people off
of our streets, and put them away, and lock them up, and that
will take care of our need for safe neighborhoods and
security." Crime statistics don’t support the “get tough”
attitude, and in fact, crime rates have been dropping in
Pennsylvania and elsewhere for a number of years.
It used to be that high-security prisons, such as Graterford,
were for dangerous violent criminals. Now, the majority of
the Graterford inmates are nonviolent people, incarcerated
because of our War on Drugs – not really the kind of violent
crime that state prisons such as Graterford were intended for.
_____________________

Read more about Charles Boyd and the Restorative Justice program
in the August 2009 issue of PJN. – online at efpjc.ppjr.org.

Pennsylvania immigration - Feb. 2012 update
Legislative Debate Continues
Of the two dozen anti-immigrant bills that were introduced
into the Pennsylvania legislature last year, four bills were
debated in the House Labor & Industry Committee in the
fall and sent on to the full House:
HB 798 - requires check of immigration or citizenship status
for all arrests
SB 637 - requires public works projects to use E-Verify
(passed by full Senate in May.)
HB 439 - provides sanctions for employing illegal aliens
SB 9 - government issued ID required for public aid
(passed full Senate in May).
HB 798 and SB 637 were tabled and await further action

by the House; however,
HB 439 was approved by the House on Nov. 15 and is now
assigned to the Senate State Government Committee; and
SB 9 is scheduled for second consideration by the House.
If any of these measures are signed into law, they will
inevitably lead to increased racial profiling, affecting many
people who are citizens or legal residents, as well as
undocumented immigrants.
(see http://immigration.ppjr.org/legislation.htm
about this legislation and other bills.)

for details
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Decarcerate Pennsylvania [1]
Decarcerate Pennsylvania is a broad coalition of folks
concerned about Pennsylvania’s continually increasing prison population. Decarcerate PA holds biweekly meetings
in Philadelphia; and there is also a chapter in Pittsburgh.
Decarcerate Pennsylvania has a three-point platform:
1) Let's build no more new prisons – and no new
city or county jails, private prisons, or immigrant detention
centers. Just as new highways attract more traffic, new
prison cells become an incentive to lock up more people.
2) Let's decarcerate; that is, let's reduce the
number of people in prison. We support legislation
that results in fewer people going to prison, and fewer of
these people being held in prison for long stretches of time
without cause. In Pennsylvania the average annual cost
per prison inmate now exceeds $42,000 – a high cost to
pay when there are better alternatives for many of those
folks.[2] In the last several years New York, New Jersey,
Michigan, and Kansas have all reduced their prison
populations by adopting new laws and policies which also
contribute to declining crime rates in those states.
3) Community reinvestment – rather than spending
our tax dollars on prison building and putting more beds in
existing prisons, let's invest our public money for the
public good, such as better schools, stable housing, jobs,
job training, healthcare, food access, treatment programs
and community-based reentry services and non-punitive
programs that address the root causes of violence in our
communities. An NAACP study released last year
reported that 23 of the 35 low-performing schools in
Philadelphia are clustered in or very near neighborhoods
Persistent
with the highest rates of incarceration.[3]
underfunding of public schools and other community
services is strongly correlated with higher incarceration
rates in Philadelphia and other major U.S. cities.
_____________

[1] Decarcerate Pennsylvania: www.decarcerate.us
[2] The Price of Prisons: Pennsylvania, (Jan. 2012), produced by
Vera Institute of Justice and the Pew Center on the States.
[3] Misplaced Priorities: Over Incarcerate, Under Educate.
NAACP (April 2011).

Pennsylvania Budget Priorities
Pennsylvania’s 2011-12 budget reduced spending by
$960 million, or about 3.5% of the 2010-11 budget. The
cuts fell heavily on education, community development,
environment and social services, while at the same time the
corrections budget remained at $1.87 billion.[4]
In January 2012, Governor Corbett announced a $157
million “budget freeze” because fall tax receipts were
below projections – and the additional budget cuts fall
most heavily on the same programs whose budgets were
cut last summer. Governor Corbett’s budget proposal for
2012-2013 will be released on February 7.
________________

[4] Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center
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Pastors and Leaders Breakfast Seminars at
Mennonite Conference Center in Harleysville

Undoing Racism - Training and Resources
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– February 24-26, 2012 (Fri.–Sun.) Philadelphia-PHMS

February 10, 2012 (8:00-10:00am)
“Worship and Mission After Christendom”
with Alan & Eleanor Kreider

Healing the Wounds of Racism
– [2012 schedule to be announced]

Contact the Conference Office for Breakfast Reservations Email: office@franconiaconference.org
Phone: 267-932-6050

see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions and
MCUSA “Tools for Racial Healing.”

April 15-16, 2012 (Sunday - Monday)
National Days of Action for Peace in Colombia
April 15: Congregations in the United States & Canada will
worship in unity with sisters and brothers in Colombia, who have
endured suffering and turmoil due to Colombia's 40-year war. This
will be a time of prayer and worship for a peaceful future in
Colombia.
April 16: Collective action will be taken by hundreds in the United
States and Canada to speak out and advocate on behalf of the
Colombian people, calling on government to end military support
to Colombia. For more information, see washington.mcc.org/days

Peace Resources for Christian Education
A Peace Education Workshop
for Congregational Leaders
Saturday, March 10, 2012
8:30am-12:00n
Towamencin Mennonite Church
This workshop will include resources for all ages (children, youth, adults) in many areas of church life.

April 29, 2012 (Sunday, 2:00pm) Philadelphia, PA
Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation. For details, see
www.interfaithpeacewalk.org.

For more details and registration information, see the
enclosed announcement or peaceyear.ppjr.org
March 18, 2012 (Sunday, 3:00-5:00pm) Lancaster, PA
Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW) Spring Peace Forum
with Dr. Richard T. Hughes speaking on "The American
Empire & the Kingdom of God." Dr. Hughes is Distinguished
Professor of Religion, and Director of the Sider Institute for
Anabaptist, Pietist, and Wesleyan Studies at Messiah College.
Location: Church of the Apostles,1850 Marietta Ave, Lancaster
PA. Church of the Apostles is inviting attendees to bring
non-perishable canned goods for their food pantry. For details, see
www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org.
March 23-26, 2012 (Fri.-Mon.) Ecumenical Advocacy Days
“Is This the Fast I Seek? Economy, Livelihood and Our National
Priorities” - workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice, Latin
America, Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East,
co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office. The event will be held
at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the
Potomac River from Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and
includes Congressional office visits on Monday. Co-sponsored by
MCC Washington Office. For further information. see
www.advocacydays.org
March 24, 2012 (Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm) Valley Forge, PA
Prison Ministry event, beginning with the film "Concrete, Steel,
and Paint" which documents the Philadelphia mural arts
department working with crime victims and Graterford inmates to
create murals of healing for Philadelphia. Program will discuss
opportunities for prison ministry in eastern Pennsylvania.
Location: St. Matthew’s UM Church, 600 Walker Road, Wayne,
PA 19087. See stmatthewsvf.org/outreach/prison-ministry-event
for details and registration , or contact Pastor Dawn Taylor-Storm
at (610) 688-7055, admin@stmatthewsvf.org.

-4-

April 21, 2012 (Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm) Allentown, PA
"Expanding the Circle of Protection." Annual Bread for the
World workshop - in partnership with local anti-hunger
organizations. Workshop topics will include local food and hunger
concerns as well as U.S. and Pennsylvania public policy.
Keynote Speakers: Rev. Tony Sundermeier, senior pastor,
First Presbyterian Church, Allentown, and Rev. Larry Hollar,
BFW Regional Field Representative, and Congressman Charles
Dent (invited).
Sponsored by Bread for the World and Lehigh County Conference
of Churches – Justice & Advocacy Comm.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, Allentown.
For further information see bread.ppjr.org or contact LCCC
office at 610-433-6421 or Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org.
April 22, 2012 (Sunday 2:30-5:30pm) Philadelphia area
Bread for the World workshop. Details to be announced.
June 2, 2012 (8:30am – 1:00pm) Philadelphia
What’s Next: Career Alternatives for Urban Youth.
Urban youth with limited family resources are often faced with
tough choices when looking at career options. This workshop
will provide tools and resources for pastors, youth/young adult
leaders and youth workers to support the youth they work with
in finding career and voluntary service opportunities.
Workshop sessions will also be open to youth and young adults.
Location: Oxford Circle Mennonite Church, 900 E. Howell St.
Philadelphia, PA 19149. This event is sponsored by Kingdom
Builders and other organizations with the support of the Peace
& Justice Committee. See whatsnext.ppjr.org for details.
September 23, 2012
Peace Sunday
Peace Sunday is now widely observed on a Sunday close to the
United Nations International Day of Peace (Sept. 21 every year).
Worship resources are available from MCUSA and MCC.

Walking in the Way of Peace - 2012
Peace Resources for Christian Education

Peace and Justice Committee • Eastern District Conference • Franconia Mennonite Conference

Saturday, March 10, 2012
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Towamencin Mennonite Church
Fellowship Hall

Peace Education Workshop for Congregational Leaders

Walking in the Way of Peace 2012
Peace Resources for Christian Education

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. – John 14:27

Saturday, March 10, 2012
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Towamencin Mennonite Church
Kulpsville, PA
(near I-476, Landsdale Exit )

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
– John 14:27

This workshop will include resources for all ages (children, youth, adults) in many
areas of church life (Sunday school, study groups, camps, conferences, retreats,
learning tours, Bible school, advocacy and community engagement, ... ).
The program format will be interactive, and discussion topics will be focused on the
interests of participants, including small group sessions.
We also welcome stories about the peace & justice programs or projects already
happening in our local congregations – what’s working well and what is not.

Program:
This workshop will include resources for all ages (children, youth, adults)
in many areas of church life (Sunday school, study groups, camps,
conferences, retreats, learning tours, Bible school, advocacy and community
engagement, urban-suburban partnerships, intercultural training ... ).

Program:*
8:30 a.m. Registration, Resource Displays
Coffee, Juice, and Pastries

The program format will be interactive, and discussion topics will be
focused on the interests of participants, including small group sessions.

9:00 a.m.

Welcome, Devotions, Introductions

9:30 a.m.

Walking in the Way of Peace - 2012 - Overview
Peace Resources - Part 1
(plenary presentations and discussion)

We also welcome stories about the peace & justice programs or projects
already happening in our local congregations – what’s working well and
what is not.

Schedule:
8:30 AM
Registration, Refreshments; Resource Displays
9:00-12:00 Peace Resources - plenary and small group
presentations and discussion

Location:
Towamencin Mennonite Church, 1980 Sumneytown Pike (Rt. 63),
Kulpsville, PA 19443. (meeting in Fellowship Hall)

For more information or to RSVP (by March 7– not required but appreciated)
Contact us by email: peaceyear@ppjr.org
or by phone: Bob Walden, 610-861-0653.
See our web announcement for more details: peaceyear.ppjr.org/training

Sponsored by the Peace & Justice Committee, Eastern District Conference and
Franconia Mennonite Conference and our conference-related schools.

10:30 a.m. Break / Refreshments
10:45 a.m. Peace Resources - Part 2
(small group presentations and discussion)
12:00 n.

Adjourn

For more information or to RSVP (by October 7th – not required but appreciated),
Contact us by email: peaceyear@ppjr.org
or by phone:
Robert Walden, 610-861-0653.
See our web announcement for more details: peaceyear.ppjr.org/training
_____________
* This is a tentative schedule which will be adapted to best meet the needs of registered
participants – including the possibility of parallel sessions that address different topics or
age-specific resources.

