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Sabbath, Jubilee, and Wall Street
Like most of the empires and citystates of biblical times, Egypt’s power
and wealth was concentrated in the
hands of a few people, while many
suffered in poverty or servitude But
the God of Abraham, who brought the
Hebrew people out of slavery in
Egypt, introduced them to a new
economic model under which land
and food were to be shared equitably
among all the people, so that
everyone had enough, and no one had
too much.
The instructions about Sabbath,
Sabbatical, and Jubilee were intended
to provide everyone, including slaves
and work animals, periodic respite
from labor, and to restore equitable
distribution of the land (the means of
food production) – taking from those
who had accumulated, by whatever
means, more wealth than necessary,
to people who, for whatever reason,
had no land or had lost their
inheritance.

So Joseph bought all the land of
Egypt for Pharaoh. All the Egyptians
sold their fields, because the famine
was severe upon them; and the land
became Pharaoh’s. As for the people,
he made slaves of them from one end
of Egypt to the other. – Gen. 47:20-21
When you enter the land that I am
giving you, the land shall observe a
sabbath for the Lord. For six years
you shall sow your field, and for six
years you shall prune your vineyard,
and gather in their yield; but in the
seventh year there shall be a sabbath
of complete rest for the land, a
sabbath for the Lord: you shall not
sow your field or prune your
vineyard. – Lev. 25:2-4
And you shall hallow the fiftieth year
and you shall proclaim liberty
throughout the land to all its
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for
you: you shall return, every one of
you, to your property and every one
of you to your family. That fiftieth
year shall be a jubilee for you: you
shall not sow, or reap the aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned
vines.
– Lev. 25:10-12

As Franconia and Eastern District
Conferences prepare to observe 2012
as a year of “Walking in the Way of
Peace,” we expect to wrestle together
with the biblical roots of peace and
justice and the implications for being
church within the American empire. For example, what do we have
to say to the people who have lost their jobs and homes in the
wake of the recent economic meltdown, or to the barons of Wall
Street, or to those engaged in the “Occupy Wall Street” movement?

Market Economics and Kingdom Parables
Living in the material abundance of the U.S. market economy has broadly
shaped the churches’ understanding of Jesus’ life and teachings. He proclaimed
a new kingdom that implements Jubilee practices “on earth as it is in heaven,”
which indeed took root in the early churches (cf. Acts 2:44ff; 4:32ff). But too
often contemporary theologians and church leaders have found excuses to
discount or spiritualize the gospel stories rather than seeking to understand them
in their historical context.
In Luke’s gospel, for example, Jesus says no less than twice “sell your
possessions and give them to the poor” – in plain language – we don’t need to
search for it; and the apostles begin their journey by doing just that. He tells us
not to worry at all about the things we need to do in life;
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sends out 12 and then 72 with nothing, to cast out demons
and perform miracles. He says woe to the rich; woe to those
who are well fed; refers to the man who very practically
tears down his barns and builds new ones as a fool. We are
told not to invite our rich relatives and our friends to our
parties; the rich man and Lazarus; the rich young ruler;
Zacchaeus – all within the Gospel of Luke – giving birth to
Acts in which we know what happens once the Holy Spirit
moves: there are no destitute among them; and Peter and
John, who don't have any silver and gold in their pockets are
able to heal someone who has been born lame.
__________
For resources on biblical economics and the U.S. economic divide,
see ja.ppjr.org/issues/economics.htm .

Market Economics – Gross Domestic Product
The conventional measure of a nation’s economic health
is Gross Domestic Product (GDP) – the annual value of
all final goods and services produced in a country. But
although GDP may be a fitting measure of the strength of
a market economy, it is severely deficient in characterizing the welfare of a nation and its people.
First, GDP makes no accounting for the value of natural
resources consumed or destroyed by economic activity.
• GDP does not reflect:
– depletion of non-renewable resources, such as coal,
oil, natural gas, and uranium;
– destruction of renewable resources, such as
underground aquifers, lakes, streams, ocean fisheries,
rain forests, and farm lands; and
– GDP is not concerned with climate change or other
long-term effects of current activities.
• GDP generally does not:
– count the work of nurturing children or caring for
aging or disabled adults at home;
– acknowledge the hours of unpaid volunteer work that
provide many of our community services;
– include subsistence farming, or commercial
transactions that are “off the books.”
• GDP is not concerned with the number of hours worked
or working conditions, nor how wealth is distributed
among a nation’s residents.
• GDP does, however, include the financial cost of nonproductive and destructive activities, such as war, prisons,
border patrol, nuclear weapons, spy satellites, predatory
lending, and speculative investing.
In short, GDP is a bizarre measure of a nation’s welfare.
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The 99th percentile (not tabulated by the US Census Bureau)
lies above the top of this chart, rising by 61.5% – from about
$400,000 in 2002 to about $650,000 in 2007(in 2007dollars)–
while income barely changed for everyone else.

Marcellus Shale
Natural Gas at What Cost?*
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett is calling for a local
impact fee on natural gas drillers and some modest changes
in drilling regulations, following from the 96 recommendations of his Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission
which issued its report in July. The Commission included
representatives of eight drilling companies that racked up
more than 500 environmental violations at Marcellus Shale
drilling sites last year and contributed a total of $790,950
to Corbett’s election campaign. Although it is likely that
most of the natural gas produced from Marcellus shale will
be exported out of Pennsylvania, Governor Corbett and
many state lawmakers have been reluctant to tax drilling or
production, even to fund adequate environmental regulation. The Pennsylvania House Democratic Policy Committee has convened several hearings of its own this year on
Marcellus shale. Testimony at the hearings has affirmed
some of the Commission’s recommendations, but also
identified some serious deficiencies.
The Marcellus formation is a black shale deposited in an
area covering much of Pennsylvania and parts of
surrounding states almost 400 million years ago. The
Marcellus shale, which is up to 700 feet thick and typically
about a mile below the earth’s surface contains oil and
natural gas deposits,
which, however, are
trapped in the rock
formation and not easily
extracted by traditional
methods. However, the
development of hydraulic
fracturing methodology
(or “fracking”) over the
past several years has
made extraction of the
large natural gas deposits
economically feasible.
The U.S. Geological
Survey recently estimated that the Marcellus shale holds
about 84 Tcf (trillion cubic feet) of natural gas – enough to
supply the entire U.S. with natural gas for about 3½ years
at current consumption rates. And half a mile below the
Marcellus shale there is another layer of shale rich in
natural gas – the Utica shale which will likely be tapped by
fracking as the Marcellus is depleted.
In fact there are more than two dozen other shale deposits
rich with oil or/and gas across the U.S. that are now
becoming commercially viable because of the fracking
process. Within this decade it is expected that the U.S. will
once again become a leading oil producing country – at
least for a few years – reducing dependence on oil imported
from the Middle East.
This is not necessarily good news for most of us, however,

since the profits from oil and gas production consolidate the
wealth and power of the major oil companies, reduce the
incentives to develop renewable energy alternatives, and
accelerate environmental damage in at least two ways.
First, consumption of fossil fuels (oil, gas, coal) perpetuates
the production of greenhouse gases that are causing global
climate change. Second, the processes used to extract the
newer, less accessible oil and gas reserves are progressively
more environmentally destructive.
Natural Gas and Climate Change
Since methane, the principle component of natural gas, is as
much as 25 times as potent as CO2, if only 2% of the gas
moving through pipelines leaks, the effect on climate change
is thought to be equal to that of burning coal. Experts say that
in fact, 3-5% loss in transmission is normal, and up to 20% is
known to happen.
Among the long-term environmental hazards of Marcellus
wells is the potential for ground water contamination. Most
wells have a productive lifetime in the range of four to 20
years, after which time they are plugged and abandoned. In
tests by the gas industry, conventional sealant materials have
been shown to fail within 100 years or less, allowing
contamination of aquifers by natural gas and other toxic
materials used in the fracking process.
The Safe Drinking Water Act allows the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate the injection of hazardous fluids into underground wells, but in 2005 Congress
exempted hydraulic fracturing from EPA regulation.
Hydraulic Fracturing (“Fracking”)
Hydraulic fracturing is a process used to release gas (or oil)
trapped in shale deposits. A well is drilled down to the
layer of rock which holds the natural gas; then the drill bit
is turned horizontally to penetrate a long distance away
from the vertical well bore. Then water – typically several
million gallons – filled with corrosive chemicals and
proppants (sand or other small particles) is forced into the
well at extremely high pressure to create or expand fractures
in the rock, releasing trapped gas. The proppants hold the
newly-created fractures open so that released gas can flow
toward the well.
About 750 different
chemicals, many of them
toxic or carcinogenic,
have been used by
various drilling
companies. But in
Pennsylvania, there is
currently no requirement
that drillers disclose
what chemicals are being employed.
*For more details about Marcellus shale , natural gas, and the
Pennsylvania public policy debates see http://efpjc.ppjr.org/energy
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– November 4-6, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Bluffton, Ohio
– February 24-26, 2012 (Fri.–Sun.) Philadelphia-PHMS
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– October 21-23, 2011 (Fri.– Sun.) Pocono Plateau
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions.
October 8, 2011 (Sat. 9am-12:30pm) Harleysville, PA
Anger and Relational Peacemaking – Peace and
Justice fall gathering. Guest panelists include
• Dr. MaryLynne Black, Psychologist, Penn Foundation,
• Dr. Daniel Lyons, General Practitioner
• James Leary, Souderton Police Chief
Registration/coffee begins at 8:30am; program is 9:00-12:30.
See enclosed announcement or efpjc.ppjr.org for details
October 15, 2011 (Saturday 9-12 noon) Philadelphia, PA
Racial and Economic Justice Forum
Location: Woodcrest United Church of Christ, 8105 Thouron
Ave., Philadelphia 19150. (215)242-2227. Sponsored by PICO.
For details, contact Joshua Chisholm: cuna.director@rcn.com .
October 22, 2011 (Saturday 9am-1pm) Lancaster, PA
“Behind the Camouflage” Workshop for pastors and youth
counselors on the ethical and spiritual questions that surround
military enlistment and combat. Panelists include:
• Rev. Bill Worley: U.S. Marine Chaplain and Pastor
• Titus Peachey: Director of Peace Education, MCC- U.S.
• Dr. Lynne Williams: Clinical Psychologist
• Rev. Tim Bistline: Youth Pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist
Also includes film, “Soldiers of Conscience” and light lunch.
Location: Franklin & Marshall College, Barshinger Life
Sciences Building, Boncheck Lecture Hall
For more information and to register: Call Titus Peachey at:
717 859-1151, or see: us.mcc.org/forms/behindthecamouflage
$15.00 registration fee, payable at the door.
October 28, 2011 (Friday,.9:30 am – 2:30 pm) Bethlehem, PA
Moravian Seminary “Health & Wealth: A Widening Gap?”
On-Line Registration: $20 until Oct. 14; $25 after Oct.14
www.moravianseminary.edu/conted/Fall11/PCWLectures.html
A large and growing body of evidence suggests that, quite apart
from such factors as genetics and lifestyle (diet, exercise, smoking,
etc.), there is a direct and decisive correlation between one’s
socioeconomic status and one’s state of health and longevity.
Using clips from the PBS documentary, “Unnatural Causes: Is
Inequality Making Us Sick?”, Lehigh Valley health professionals and community leaders will discuss disparities in health
access and outcomes across social and racial/ethnic lines, and lead
us in a conversation about how we as a society can improve the
health and well-being of all our citizens. Discussion topic include:
• the systemic effects of racism on healthcare outcomes;
• immigration and what it means for cultures to come together with
different cultural norms and how that affects healthcare
outcomes;
• the effects stress on families from crime and unemployment.
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October 29, 2011 (Sat., 8:30am-3:30 pm) Allentown, PA
The Growing Economic Divide: Which Side Are You
On? Biblical reflection and interactive workshops on the roots
of economic inequality and public policy. Cosponsored by
the Peace & Justice Committee with several Lehigh Valley
organizations. Pre-registration is required. For more details
see the enclosed announcement or wealth.ppjr.org .
October 29, 2011 (10am-3pm) West Philadelphia, Pa
Mennonite Central Committee Gift Festival at West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship, 4740 Baltimore Ave. (For details,
see eastcoast.mcc.org/phillyfestival or call 215-535-3624.)
October 30, 2011 (Sunday, 6 pm) Potluck and Discussion
“Justice & Peacemaking in Colombia" with Samantha Lioi,
who joined a July delegation to Colombia with Christian
Peacemaker Teams (CPT). The delegation visited with human
rights workers in northeast Antioquia - lawyer collectives,
campesino organizations, farmers and small scale miners. They
were focusing on land rights and those resisting displacement due
to transnational corporations trying to set up large-scale gold
mining in the area. Samantha Lioi is associate pastor at Whitehall
Mennonite Church. Potluck meal: 6:00 pm; program begins about
6:45 pm at LEPOCO Peace Center, 313 West 4th Street,
Bethlehem, PA, 610-691-8730; www.lepoco.org.

Ten Thousand Villages
Fairfield Mennonite Church
51st Annual - International Gift Festival
November 8-12, 2011(Tues.-Fri. 11am-7pm; Sat. 9am-5pm)
Fairfield Mennonite Church, 201 West Main St. (Rt 116),
Fairfield, Pa 17320 Phone: 717-642-8936.
There are gift festivals in many other Pennsylvania
communities this fall, including
Deep Run East Mennonite Church (October 26-29)
MCC / West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship (Oct. 29)
Upper Milford Mennonite Church.(November 11-12)
See www.tenthousandvillages.org for more details.
Also see www.partnersforjusttrade.org for more
fair trade information and resources.
November 10-11, 2011 (Fri. evening, Sat.) Souderton, PA
Joint Conference Assembly (Franconia and Eastern District)
at Penn View Christian School, will introduce plans for a yearlong focus on peace education. Look for more details this fall.
December 10, 2011 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
52nd Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage. Guest speaker
after supper will be Rev. Dr. Kelly Denton-Borhaugh, who is
Associate Professor and Chair of Religious Studies at Moravian
College and author of the 2011 book, U.S. War Culture: Sacrifice
and Salvation. Her presentation will be tiled, “De-escalating
U.S. War Culture: A Primer for Peace Advocates” For
more information, see www.peacewalk.org.
Feb. 10-12, 2012 Spruce Lake Winter Peace Retreat
Adult Program:“Church & Empire: after Christendom”
with Alan and Elanor Kreider. There will
also be peace activities for children and
opportunities for winter recreation.
For details, see peaceretreat.ppjr.org .

Lehigh County Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

The Growing Economic Divide:
Which Side Are You On?*

The Growing Economic Divide:
Which Side Are You On?
Saturday, October 29, 2011
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Zion’s Reformed UCC
620 Hamilton Street
Allentown, PA 18101

Saturday, October 29, 2011
Zion’s Reformed United Church of Christ
8:30 am

Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation

9:00–12:00

Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview
The Growing Divide Workshop (led by Steve Schnapp)
reviews recent changes in U.S. income and wealth distribution and
examines policies - or "rule changes" - that have fueled inequality.
Lays out a range of strategic initiatives and specific and immediate
steps we can take to reverse the growing gap between the rich and
everyone else.

United for a Fair Economy: Popular Education Workshops
with Steve Schnapp, UFE Education Coordinator

Biblical Roots of Economic Justice: Sabbath, Jubilee and
God’s Economy

The Economic Divide: Which Side Are You On?
Many people feel stressed by the current economic climate in America –
high unemployment, housing foreclosures, rising cost of health care, and
cutbacks in public services. Our program uses role play and a number of
“popular education” techniques to explore the roots and consequences of the
economic divide in America and how we can be engaged in promoting
greater economic equality.

Program:
• The Growing Divide Workshop
• Biblical Roots of Economic Justice:
Sabbath, Jubilee and God's Economy
• Closing the Racial Wealth Divide Workshop
• Closing the Divide: Planning for Action
Continental breakfast and lunch are included (suggested donation: $5)
(students or unemployed: $2, or what you can afford)
Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches - Justice and Advocacy
Committee and Lehigh Valley partner organizations. .
Space is limited and preregistration is required – by Oct. 26
*See details and program updates at wealth.ppjr.org or contact

the LCCC office at 610-433-6421 or Bob Walden at ja-msc@ppjr.org.

12:00-12:45pm Lunch
12:45-3:30

Closing the Racial Wealth Divide Workshop (Steve Schnapp)
This workshop helps participants critically examine the way in which
race shapes the distribution of resources and privilege in the U.S. We
use several participatory activities and dialogue to analyze the role of
government in supporting (for people of European descent) or blocking
(for people of color) the accumulation of assets and, in effect, helped
create economic apartheid in the U.S. The workshop also reviews
strategies, campaigns, and actions that will help close the racial wealth
divide and promote create greater economic equality in general.

Closing the Divide: Resources & Planning for Action
Where do we go from here - organizing for follow-up in the Lehigh
Valley.

* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule updates, and for program details, directions, and parking information, at
wealth.ppjr.org or Email: ja-msc@ppjr.org or call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.

