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Who Will Be Our Protector?
So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking
him for a king. He said,‘These will be the ways of the king who will reign
over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be
his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and he will appoint for himself
commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plough his
ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the
equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and
cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and
olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your
grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. He
will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and
you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your
king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer
you in that day.’ – 1 Samuel 8:10-18
As the loosely federated tribes of Israel faced the threat of Philistines and
other potential enemies on all sides, in spite of Samuel’s warning they
insisted on having a king to protect them – abandoning their trust in the God
who had delivered them from slavery in Egypt. King Solomon and the corrupt kings who followed in Israel and Judah lived up to Samuel’s warning.
On what or whom do we rely for security today?
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9/11/2001 - Ten Years Later
Afghanistan, Iraq and the U.S.
Military-Industrial Complex
As President Dwight D. Eisenhower prepared to retire from office, his final
speech on January 17, 1961, included this warning:
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“... we have been compelled to create a permanent armaments industry of
vast proportions....We annually spend on military security more than the
net income of all United States corporations. This
conjunction of an immense military establishment and a
large arms industry is new in the American experience.
The total influence -- economic, political, even spiritual -is felt in every city, every State house, every office of the
Federal government ....
“In the councils of government, we must guard against the
acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the
military industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of
misplaced power exists and will persist.”
Unfortunately Eisenhower’s warning has been well-founded, to the degree than
no recent President of either political party has been able to resist the relentless
power of the military-industrial complex.
(continued on page 2)

9/11/2001 - Ten Years Later (continued from page 1)
The attack of September 11, 2001 cost almost 3,000 lives
and displaced at least tens of thousands of workers – but the
military response by the U.S. and allies has multiplied the
number of casualties without resolving the underlying
causes of conflict. Direct casualties of the Iraq war are at
least 100,000 – the majority of them civilians – by several
estimates, with many more deaths due indirectly to the war.
Casualties in Afghanistan have been in the thousands or tens
of thousands, including many civilians killed directly by
U.S. armed forces. The troop surge initiated in 2009 has
only escalated the violence in Afghanistan. So far in 2011
American troops have suffered more casualties than any
previous year.
Costs of War (2001-2011)*
Financial Cost of War
U.S. Military Deaths
U.S. Wounded in Action
PA Military Deaths

Afghanistan

Iraq

$450 billion

$800 billion

1,743

4,408

13,609

31,921

78

197

PA Wounded in Action
514
1233
* Financial cost is from costofwar.com (Sept. 2011); casualty
statistics are from U.S. Department of Defense - Statistics as of
Aug. 29, 2011.

There were (and still are) far more creative and effective
ways to respond to conflict – as demonstrated by
organizations such as Christian Peacemaker Teams, for
example. American military presence in Afghanistan and
Pakistan serves only to incite more violence. Indeed the
U.S. should make reparations for the damage done in
Afghanistan, but that is not the job of military personnel.
______________________________
If there were any doubt about America’s national religion,
it became evident in the debate over whether or not Goshen
College should play the national anthem at college athletic
events. (The college recently decided to display the flag, but
substitute “America the Beautiful” for the Star-Spangled
Banner.)
In 2008, when a conservative talk show host condemned
Goshen College for failing to play the national anthem, the
college received hundreds of emails and phone calls from
angry listeners.
______________________________
How can we who yearn for peace support each other in
finding ways to resist bowing to the “king” – our national
religion and military-industrial oligarchy?

Mennonite Church USA
New Resources for Racial Healing
and Intercultural Transformation
At the Mennonite Church USA Convention in July several
initiatives were announced to aid racial healing and
strengthen intercultural relationships across the church,
based on a framework of restorative justice.
Anti-Racist: Interrupting Systemic Racism
Becoming anti-racist is not just about improving personal
relationships; it is about changing a system that is set up to
benefit some and devalue others. A Racial Healing Task
Group (RHTG) was formed last year to develop tools* to
help the dominant/white culture of MCUSA articulate and
take ownership of ongoing systemic and personal racism
within the church as a beginning step for spiritual
transformation. Sharon Waltner, former Moderator of
MCUSA , leads the all-volunteer Task Group.
What is meant by ‘dominant culture?’
White Mennonites do not generally think of themselves as
“dominant”, especially in light of the history of
Anabaptist-Mennonite persecution. Because we generally
do not intend to be hurtful, it can be difficult to recognize
the ways individuals and the church can perpetuate racism.
However, only when we acknowledge that this system of
privilege exists within our congregations and communities
can we begin restorative healing. In order for people of
the dominant culture to take ownership of the work of
racial healing—rather than depending on persons of color
to educate the church about racism—all members of the
Racial Healing Task Group are white.
Anti-Racism Training
The tools developed by the RHTG are not a substitute for
basic anti-racism training, and MCUSA is in the process of
identifying a new training program (two days or more) that
can provide foundational anti-racism training for all
pastors and church leaders. For several years Franconia
Conference has sponsored annual Damascus Road training
sessions in the Philadelphia area, led by a local training
team. (Plans for next year are yet to be announced.)
Intercultural Transformation
Also, during the coming year, Iris de León-Hartshorn,
MCUSA Director of Transformative Peacemaking expects
to develop an “intercultural transformation” training
program – not as a substitute for anti-racism training – but
to facilitate building stronger partnerships among
Mennonites from many different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds. De León-Hartshorn’s responsibilities also
include immigration advocacy, seeking justice and fairness
for immigrants, both within and beyond the church.
__________
*See “Tools for Racial Healing ” on page 3.
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Pennsylvania Immigration:
Hearings on Anti-Immigrant Legislation
The Pennsylvania House State Government Committee
held hearings last month on 15 anti-immigrant bills
slated for legislative action this fall. Collectively these
bills are modeled after legislation adopted by Arizona and
other states and now being challenged in federal court.
Daryl Metcalfe, who chairs the House State Government
Committee scheduled hearings August 30 and 31 “to
address the issue of illegal aliens in Pennsylvania and the
‘National Security Begins at Home’ legislative package that
has been introduced by myself and many of my colleagues
to try to deal with this problem in Pennsylvania to protect
the lives, liberty, and property of Pennsylvania citizens.”
“We need to stand up for Americans, not for foreign
nationals who are here illegally,” Metcalfe added.
“Illegal Immigrant Invasion” ?
The headline for Metcalfe’s August 29th press release
reads:“State Government Committee to Consider Proposals
to Halt PA’s Illegal Alien Invasion,” and indeed, the
majority of the organizations and individuals selected to
speak at the hearings reflected Metcalfe’s point of view.
Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition
(PICC), together with other non-profit and religious groups
who were excluded from speaking at the hearings,
organized an August 30th press conference in the capitol
rotunda, attended by about 100 people from around the
state to protest the proposed anti-immigrant legislation.
Mennonites from Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley were
among those gathered for the press conference and
hearings.
Two representatives of the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) were included among the hearing
speakers. One of FAIR’s primary goals is “to restrict
immigration to the minimum consistent with stabilizing the
U.S. population.” In addition to questions raised about the
reliability of data in FAIR’s reports, Rep. Tony Payton
(D., Phila.) questioned FAIR spokesman Jack Martin about
racist statements attributed to FAIR staff and board
members.
Mark Seavey, Deputy Director of the American Legion,
testified: “Today the security, economy, and social fabric
of the United States of America is seriously threatened by
individuals who illegally come to this country. Unlike
those who immigrated to our country in the decades and
centuries before, these illegal immigrants enter now with
little regard to our laws, customs and standards. Moreover,
upon arrival [they] have little interest in assimilating into
our culture, and failing to assimilate, they divide America
into ethnic enclaves. States have made efforts with varying
degrees of success to address the issue of illegal
immigration in the absence of a pro-active national policy
by the federal government.”

Martin and Seavey as well as other speakers focused on a
perceived need for more aggressive state and local law enforcement against “illegal immigrants;”adding that immigrants
take jobs away from American citizens; and that Americans
bear a high cost for public benefits to “illegal aliens.”
However, Daniel Griswold of the CATO Institute challenged
the testimony of other speakers with a well-documented report
contending that new immigrants are significant contributors to
the U.S. and Pennsylvania economies, in spite of their small
numbers here (about 1.3% of PA population). Pennsylvania’s
future economic health depends in part on bringing in younger
workers to replenish an aging labor force. Griswold agreed
that the federal immigration law needs an overhaul, but
endorsed a temporary worker program that allows seasonal
workers to come here legally, rather than wasting more
resources on failed enforcement efforts.
Mark Shea of Philadelphia Catholic Social Services explained
that racial profiling is an inevitable consequence of the
proposed legislation, even if it is technically illegal; and
written testimony provided by a number of religious and civic
organizations also challenged the assumptions and wisdom of
the legislative package. HIAS Pennsylvania noted, for
example, that more that 40% of all Fortune 500 companies
have been founded by immigrants or children of immigrants.
For current information, contact us directly or see our legislative
web page:
http://immigration.ppjr.org/legislation.htm
We are available to work with church groups that would like to do
letter-writing or other forms of advocacy on immigration issues.

Racial Healing Task Group (RHTG)
Tools for Racial Healing
In Pittsburgh, two RHTG workshops presented new tools
for dominant/white church groups and congregations to
continue racial healing.
One tool, “the Four I’s of
Oppression” provides a simple
framework for conversation about
how racist or other oppressive
behavior is perpetuated, and how
to break the cycle.
Another tool is a sample collection
of role plays that help groups
identify unintentional racist
behavior. The RHTG has also
compiled an extensive list of other resources, many of them
web-based. The RHTG does not yet have a web page, but
these tools are available from RHGT member Joanna
Shenk, JoannaS@MennoniteUSA.org.
You may also contact the Peace & Justice Committee for
help getting started with these tools or connecting with antiracism training programs.
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– November 4-6, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Bluffton, Ohio
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– September 16-18, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Gretna Glen
– October 21-23, 2011 (Fri.– Sun.) Pocono Plateau
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions.

September 11 (Sunday) Commemoration of 9/11/2001
• 3:30 pm Lehigh Valley Community Interfaith Gathering
"Come Together in Hope" at Jewish Community Center,
22nd and Tilghman Streets., Allentown, PA.
• Sunday afternoon there are several events in Lancaster
( for details see efpjc.ppjr.org/events/sept11.htm ).
• 6:30 pm Evening prayer service at Salford Mennonite
Church. Our desire is to provide space for renewing our
commitment to God's vision of shalom. Through music, silence
and spoken words we will ask God to help us be ministers of
reconciliation and peace as we follow Jesus in the years ahead.
The service will be led by Sandy Landes, Anne Yoder & Jason
Hedrick at Salford Mennonite Church, 480 Groffs Mill Road,
Harleysville, PA 19438.
• There are also Peace Walks scheduled for Philadelphia,
Doylestown, and Eastern University.
• Worship Service Resources for Sunday morning or other
special events are available on-line. See the Peace & Justice
web page ( efpjc.ppjr.org/events/sept11.htm ) or contact us
for more details on any of these events or resources.
September 16-18, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA.
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Living Festival, A comprehensive regional festival and
conference on sustainability and green living at the Kempton
Community Center, Community Drive, Kempton, Berks County,
Pa. See www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.
September 18 or 25, 2011 Peace Sunday
Peace Sunday is now widely observed on a Sunday close to the
United Nations International Day of Peace (Sept. 21 every year.)
Worship resources are available from MCUSA and MCC.
See efpjc.ppjr.org/peace/#peacesunday
October 8, 2011 (Sat. 9am-12:30pm) Harleysville, PA
Anger and Relational Peacemaking – Peace and
Justice fall gathering. Guest panelists include
• Dr. MaryLynne Black, Psychologist, Penn Foundation,
• Dr. Daniel Lyons, General Practitioner
• James Leary, Souderton Police Chief
Registration/coffee begins at 8:30am; program is 9:00-12:30.
See enclosed announcement or efpjc.ppjr.org for details
October 9-10, 2011 (Sun. 4pm -Mon. 5pm) Camp Hill, PA
Poverty Summit, with Shane Claiborne. Begins about 4pm
on Sunday, and continues on Monday until late afternoon. At
Camp Hill United Methodist Chuch. Registration: $75. For more
information, call 717-236-6363 or see www.umadvocacypa.org
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October 22, 2011 (Saturday 9am-1pm) Lancaster, PA
“Behind the Camouflage” Workshop for pastors and youth
counselors on the ethical and spiritual questions that surround
military enlistment and combat. Panelists include:
• Rev. Bill Worley: U.S. Marine Chaplain and Pastor
• Titus Peachey: Director of Peace Education, MCC- U.S.
• Dr. Lynne Williams: Clinical Psychologist
• Rev. Tim Bistline: Youth Pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist
Also includes film, “Soldiers of Conscience” and light lunch.
Location: Franklin & Marshall College, Barshinger Life Sciences
Building, Boncheck Lecture Hall
For more information and to register:
Call Titus Peachey at:
717 859-1151, or see: us.mcc.org/forms/behindthecamouflage
$15.00 registration fee, payable at the door.
October 29, 2011 (Saturday, 8:30am-3:30 pm) Allentown, PA
The Growing Economic Divide: Which Side Are You On?
Biblical reflection and interactive workshops on the roots of
economic inequality and public policy. Sponsored by LCCC
Justice & Advocacy and partner organizations in the Lehigh Valley.
See wealth.ppjr.org for more details.
November 10-11, 2011 (Fri. evening, Sat.) Souderton, PA
Joint Conference Assembly (Franconia and Eastern District)
at Penn View Christian School, will introduce plans for a yearlong focus on peace education. Look for more details this fall.
December 10, 2011 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
52nd Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage. Guest speaker
after supper will be Rev. Dr. Kelly Denton-Borhaugh, who is
Associate Professor and Chair of Religious Studies at Moravian
College and author of the 2011 book, U.S. War Culture: Sacrifice
and Salvation. Her presentation will be tiled, “De-escalating
U.S. War Culture: A Primer for Peace Advocates” For
more information, see www.peacewalk.org.

Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT)
Peacekeeping in Colombia
Samantha Lioi, spoke Aug. 14th at Perkasie Mennonite
Church about the international peacekeeping delegation
which she joined in July. The CPT delegation met in
Bogotá, Colombia, then traveled about eight hours north
to Antioquia Department where they met with campesinos
– communities of peasant farmers who have farmed the
same land for many generations and small-scale gold
miners. Because Colombia is rich in natural resources,
campesinos have often been violently displaced from
their lands so that international corporations can move in
and exploit the resources there. CPT volunteers accompany and support the community leaders and human rights
workers, primarily as international observers, and by
advocating for the end of U.S. military assistance and
economic exploitation of
Colombia.
Samantha Lioi is available
to speak with other groups
about her experience with
CPT in Colombia.
samanthalioi@gmail.com

Peace and Justice Fall Gathering

Anger and
Relational
Peacemaking
Saturday, October 8, 2011
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Mennonite Conference Center
529 Yoder Road, Harleysville, PA 19149

Purpose:

To provide an opportunity to understand more about the
cause of harmful and regrettable anger and to explore how a
better understanding can help maintain peaceful relationships.
Program:
•

8:30-9:00 am
9:00-9:30
9:30-10:30

10:30-11:00
11:00-12:30

Gathering – coffee, pastries, resources displays
Overview
Panel and Small Group Discussion with
• Dr. Daniel Lyons – Physiological dimensions of anger
• Dr. MaryLynne Black –Underlying cause, impact upon
relationships and Biblical applications
• Police Chief James Leary – Real life illustrations of
harmful anger
Refreshment Break
Role Plays and Discussion

For more information
Contact us: fcboyd@verizon.net, or Carolynn Boyd, 610-489-0653.
See our web announcement at: efpjc.ppjr.org
Sponsored by the Peace and Justice Committee of Eastern District and
Franconia Mennonite Conferences, Mennonite Church USA

