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Retaliation or Reconciliation?
‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you ...’ – Matthew 5:43-44

Over the next several months, as Franconia and Eastern District Conferences
prepare for a year of peace education, we will explore how Jesus calls his
followers to live by different values than the empire in which we reside.

Ten Years After 9/11

Hating our Enemies?
by Anne Yoder
“Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles, do not let your heart
rejoice.” – Proverbs 24:17
I well remember my mother’s admonitions when my childhood
friends and I played cops and robbers. We had no toy guns, but
used sticks shaped as spears. We were not to point them at each
other as if we were actually shooting someone down. We were
to take turns being the good guys and the bad guys, so that we
would not have the opportunity to feel superior over another.
I recall the pleasure of sneaking around the yard and
successfully ambushing someone, but I didn’t enjoy it when
they fell to the ground in seemingly agonizing throes of pain. Already then it
seemed horrid to get a thrill out of death, even when it was pretended. This
sensibility has not left me, but sometimes it is less easy to hold on to.
On May 2, 2011, America accomplished the killing of one of the men highest on
its enemies list, with Osama bin Laden’s life ending in a U.S. military operation.
To most it was a great relief to have this man, whose mind and heart had been
warped by hatred, gone from the face of the earth. The “good guys” had
triumphed! Around the world his death was cheered and Americans especially
felt proud. Many rejoiced, with dancing and celebration, that he was damned to
hell, where such evildoers belonged.
Distress over the gloating that occurred at bin Laden’s death did not get
expressed nearly as prominently. It was as if people of faith had decided that
Jesus couldn’t have meant what he said, as reported in the Scriptures, when he
called us to love those who despitefully use us, who are our enemies (cf. Luke
6:27-28), and to leave the ultimate fate of others up to God (cf. Romans
12:19-21). Instead, Jesus must have really meant the opposite. Probably when he
spoke of enemies, he meant the kids we played with who were actually our
friends after our games of cops and robbers were over. He didn’t mean Caesar.
Nor the Romans. Nor the Germans, or the Japanese, or the Libyans, or the Iraqis,
or the Afghans, or the .... Not people who want to kill us before we can kill them.
Jesus must have actually said: “You have heard it said an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, hate your enemies. Spare no effort to slay
them. You’ll be doing God a favor.”
Hate our enemies? Is this the gospel of Christ? No, and no again!! Some of us
were disturbed by the Church’s response to the
(continued on page 2)
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killing of an enemy, even while being glad that he could no
longer hurt anyone. Whether Osama bin Laden deserved
death for his plotting against Americans or not according to
our national understanding of justice, we believe that we
must look at this episode with a different heart and
viewpoint. The Eastern District / Franconia Mennonite
Conferences’ Peace & Justice Committee felt the need to
express their own thoughts on this matter to each other and
beyond. Chair Jason Hedrick wrote a short note to area
pastors about our concern. We emailed to each other with
our thoughts and prayers.
Curtis Book (Peace and Justice Coordinator,
MCC East Coast) wrote: “To be sure, the
conflicting emotions we feel over the death of
Bin Laden have to do with the question of how
Christians deal with evil. I believe Jesus'
response is to take ‘the narrow road, the road
less traveled.’ The way of Christ is ‘la via
dolorosa,’ the way of the cross. It is a costly road to be sure.
But it is a road that must be trod for the long haul. One of
my beliefs is that the time has come for organizations like
Christian Peacemaker Teams to become much more active
as an authentic expression of Christian witness.”
Carolynn Boyd shared: “Although as a
Christian I know the Scriptures say to love
your enemies, what does that entail? Surely
accountability and preventing more suffering
is the way of Jesus too. Desmund Tutu said it
well: ‘If you see injustice and say nothing,
you have taken the side of the oppressor.’ No one argues that
Osama bin Laden needed to be stopped, but to murder him
in cold blood makes us like barbarians, not a civil society.
Additionally, if we peel off the layers of our own U.S.
history, we helped create a bin Laden with our unjust wars
that killed innocents and made extremists. A just society
looks for dialogue in international problems, but sometimes
it requires more to save people. Unfortunately, the U.S. has
become the poster child of its own selfish needs. It starts
wars for oil and creates poverty & bitterness afterwards. We
call ourselves a Christian nation, but act like an empire that
resembles the Roman empire in which Jesus lived. Nothing
has changed much in history. So, while I sit here, safe in my
suburban home, emailing my thoughts about turning the
other cheek, what does peace look like for Christian
Palestinians, Ugandans, North Philly residents, or anyone
else surrounded by violence and war? Jesus’ words are
certainly challenging for me.”
One of the reasons I was taught not to kill enemies is
because Jesus is always one who loves to save – even the
worst sinner – and all are still salvageable. As Tom Beutel
wrote: “While hard to imagine, such a change of heart is not
impossible. A murderous Saul of Tarsus was turned from a
violent persecutor of those who followed Christ to Christ's

Samantha Lioi wrote this prayer:
“God of mercy, make us free”
“God of all peace, Creator of peace, you are
un-making our need to hide, our impulse to
show that we are right, to fight and destroy,
thinking we can make ourselves safe,
believing we can make ourselves free. You
unmake our lie that calls these efforts honorable, necessary,
heroic. You show us your wounded, resurrected son, with
whom you are remaking us, remaking your world. We bless
you for your kindness and your creative love. Thank you for
not leaving us to keep trying to save ourselves. Thank you
for living in our skin and feeling pain and showing that
death is swallowed up in your uncontainable life.
Creator of peace, when will you bring wars to an end? We
wait again for you to pour out your Spirit on your people,
and we are afraid, sometimes, that our trust in you is not
what is needed, that we'd be better off finding our own way
to freedom. Thank you for calling us and sharing your
peacemaking work with us. We pray for our brothers and
sisters worshiping you in many places; we pray with Jesus
that we may be one in you. We await your empowering
presence once more, and we are grateful to belong to you.
Give us trust in our worry, and courage in our uncertainties.
Let us see and hear your Holy Spirit coming among us, and
let us follow Jesus as if we had nothing to lose. Amen.”
primary ambassador among the gentiles. Had zealous Christ
followers taken it into their own hands to kill Saul, the story of
the spread of the gospel would have certainly been much
different.”[1]
Jason Hedrick sums up this perspective in reflecting on Easter
and bin Laden’s death: “I do not celebrate the death of Jesus.
I mourn the fact that our world was/is so broken that Jesus had
to die on the cross. I mourn the fact that Jesus suffered and
died. I celebrate his resurrection and triumph
over death. My friend recounted a sermon he
heard where the pastor would mention
something terrible in the world and then say,
‘It's only Friday ...but Sunday is coming.’ Our
nation celebrated the assassination of a man and
danced for joy in the streets. It’s only Friday
but Sunday is coming. Christ has risen!”
It is clear that we will have many opportunities to practice
loving enemies as a way of following our risen Lord. Wiping
out one man, or even a whole enclave, will not stop the evils
that bin Laden came to symbolize. A good starting point might
be the upcoming 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on
American soil on 9/11/01. Let us ponder how we might present
a counter-cultural remembrance, one based on love, not hatred
of enemies or gloating over their demise.
_______
[1]. “Killing Osama Bin Laden,” PeaceSigns, May 19, 2011,
http://peace.mennolink.org/cgi-bin/m.pl?a=853

Bridging the Urban-Rural Divide
Bally Exchange with Solidarity & Harmony

Urban Peace Retreat

Following last October’s conversation at Oxford Circle
Mennonite Church[1] about bridging the urban-suburbanrural divide, some new initiatives have started to take root,
including a people-to-people exchange between Solidarity
& Harmony Mennonite Church (SHMC) in Philadelphia,
and Bally Mennonite Church (BMC) in rural Berks County.

Another seed that has germinated from last October’s urbanrural dialog is the idea of an urban peace retreat.

Solidarity & Harmony – a congregation of about 30 Haitian
immigrants who have been living in the
U.S. anywhere from a few months to a
few years – was formed by church
planter Bernard Sejour, and welcomed in
2010 as a new congregation of Eastern
District Conference. Bernard Sejour, a
graduate of Hesston College’s Pastoral
Ministries program, besides leading the
congregation also works with Lutheran
Children and Family Service (LCFS) as a case manager
assisting Haitians who arrive in the Philadelphia area as a
result of the country’s devastating earthquake last year.
Bally Mennonite Church, on the
other hand, has a history of almost
three centuries in Pennsylvania.
Around 1720, Mennonite immigrants moved up the Skippack and
Perkiomen Creeks from Germantown and began the settlement which is now known as
Bally; the first Mennonite meeting house was constructed
in the 1730’s. The current pastor, Klaudia Smucker, was
called to Bally last summer from Goshen, Indiana.
On Sunday, May 1st, Pastor
Bernard and seven other members
of SHMC drove to Bally early in
the morning for worship and
fellowship with the Bally
congregation. The visitors then
divided into three groups and were welcomed by Bally MC
families to their respective homes for dinner and
conversation. Three weeks later, a dozen folks from Bally
MC drove into the city for worship and a fellowship meal
with the Solidarity & Harmony congregation.
Fred Kauffman (Mennonite
Central Comm-East Coast) who
helped negotiate the exchange, was
on hand at SHMC to receive a gift
of money collected by the children
of Solidarity & Harmony for
MCC’s relief work in Haiti.
In spite of the language
barrier for some of the participants, the exchange events
were cordial, and there are tentative plans to continue
building the church-to-church relationship.
___________
[1] See the Nov. 2010 issue of Peace & Justice News.
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For 40 years, the Peace & Justice Committee (Eastern District
and Franconia Conferences) has organized an annual winter
peace retreat that is now held at Spruce Lake Retreat on a
February weekend. There have always been a few participants
from Philadelphia area Mennonite congregations -- but
registration costs and travel distance have limited participation
from the city.
While the Spruce Lake retreats are expected to continue, there
are now plans for an urban peace retreat that will be more
accessible and relevant to folks in the city and involve city
folks in the planning. The first such event is tentatively
planned for Pentecost Saturday next year (May 26, 2012), in
conjunction with Kingdom Builders annual Pentecost
celebration in south Philadelphia. “Career Alternatives to
Military Service” will be the theme of the event, providing
resources for pastors, families, and friends of young adults,
but also challenging administrators of service programs that
work with youth and young adults to adapt or accommodate
low-income and ethnic minority participants who don’t meet
the educational or financial requirements of existing programs.
Urban pastors have also suggested organizing a symposium on
Preaching Peace – from an urban perspective, of course.
________________

Pennsylvania Budget Debate
At the end of June, the Pennsylvania Legislature voted along
party lines to approve a budget that makes substantial cuts to
public school funding and social services for low income,
elderly, and disabled people. The Republican majority cited a
promise to constituents for “no new taxes,” while the
Democratic Party minority, echoing what they have heard from
many non-profit and faith-based organizations that provide
community social services, called the budget cuts irresponsible and offensive, when there is an unallocated $700 million
balance from the 2009-2010 budget year, and while many
businesses pay no corporate income taxes in Pennsylvania.[2]
In fact, the budget cuts are already resulting in job cuts for
teachers and other community service workers at a time when
Pennsylvania unemployment is still very high (7.4% as of
May, 2011); and local tax hikes have already been announced
in some communities to compensate in part for the loss of state
revenue.
The Legislature will take up debate about environmental
regulation and taxes on Marcellus Shale natural gas wells after
the summer recess, when Governor Corbett’s Marcellus Shale
Advisory Commission has made its report.
_________
[2] For more details see ja.ppjr.org/issues/budget.htm or the preliminary analysis in the May 2011 issue of Peace & Justice News.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
(no training events are currently scheduled)
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– August 12-14, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Daylesford Abbey
– September 16-18, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Gretna Glen
– October 21-23, 2011 (Fri.– Sun.) Pocono Plateau
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions.
September 16-18, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA.
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable Living
Festival, A comprehensive regional festival and conference on
sustainability and green living at the Kempton Community Center,
Community Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa. See
www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.
September 25, 2011 Peace Sunday
Resources are available from peace.mennolink.org .
October 8, 2011 (Sat. 9am-12:30pm) Souderton, PA
Anger and Relational Peacemaking – Peace and
Justice fall gathering. Guest panelists include
• Dr. Marylynn Black, Psychologist, Penn Foundation,
• Dr. Dan Lyons, MD
• Jim Leary, Souderton Police Chief
• Anthony Lapp, social worker in Philadelphia
Registration/coffee begins at 8:30am; program is 9:00-12:30.

Pennsylvania Immigration Policy Update
PHILADELPHIA: Members of the New Sanctuary
Movement (NSM) and partner organizations persuaded
Philadelphia City Council on June 23rd to pass a nonbinding resolution "condemning the City of Philadelphia's
agreement with the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to allow immediate access to arrest
information," which has led to the deportation of
hundreds of Philadelphia residents.
Also, on June 28, following a public hearing, Philadelphia
Mayor Michael Nutter has signed on to the Pennsylvania
Compact (www.pacompact.com) which sets out five
principles to guide Pennsylvania's immigration discussion
and policy making. NSM will continue to press the
Mayor and District Attorney to end the agreement with
ICE when the current contract expires August 31st.
HARRISBURG: Meanwhile, two immigration-related
bills introduced in the Pennsylvania Legislature (SB9 and
SB637) were approved by the Senate in May and await
action by the House, along with 18 other House bills that
collectively resemble legislation adopted by Arizona and
several other states. Action on the Pennsylvania bills is
expected to begin after the summer recess.
Contact us for more details, or see our legislative web page:
http://immigration.ppjr.org/legislation.htm

Sharing the Summer Harvest

Vegetable Basket
Again this year the Vegetable Basket program will collect
summer produce donated by farmers and gardeners in
southeastern Pennsylvania for delivery to food pantries that
serve low-income people:
Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church, Hatfield
Lamb Foundation Cornucopia Cupboard, North Wales
Hatfield Church of the Brethren, Hatfield
Keystone Opportunity Center, Souderton
Manna on Main Street, Landsdale
The Shepherd’s Shelf, Kulpsville
Moriah Hall of the Food Trust is the program coordinator.
The weekly pick-ups will begin on Monday, July 11, and
continue every Monday through September or as long as there
is enough donated produce to make the pick-ups worthwhile.
Labor Day pick-up will be Tuesday, Sept. 6th.
If produce becomes more abundant this summer, the pick-ups
may be expanded to two days a week.
Drop-off locations (on Monday mornings at 9:00am):
Deep Run East Mennonite Church
350 Kellers Church Road, Perkasie, PA
Blooming Glen Creamery Apartments
Route 113, Blooming Glen, PA
Indian Valley Mennonite Church
190 Maple Avenue, Harleysville, PA
Plains Mennonite Church
50 Orvilla Road, Hatfield, PA 19440
Lamb Foundation (Cornucopia Cupboard)
114 N. Main Street, North Wales, PA
Care & Share Thrift Shoppe
783 Route 113, Souderton, PA*
(* drop off produce at the side door facing Route 113 )
For more information, see www.nutritioncoalition.org or
contact Moriah [Zimmerman] Hall: 302-373-9918 (cell)
or mzimmerman@thefoodtrust.org
October 9-10, 2011 (Sun. 4pm -Mon. 5pm) Camp Hill, PA
Poverty Summit, with Shane Claiborne. Begins about 4pm
on Sunday, and continues on Monday until late afternoon. At
Camp Hill United Methodist Chuch. Registration: $75. For more
information, call 717-236-6363 or see www.umadvocacypa.org
October 29, 2011 (Saturday, 9am-3pm) Allentown, PA
The Growing Economic Divide.
Biblical reflection,
interactive workshops, and seminars on the roots of economic
inequality and public policy. Sponsored by LCCC Justice &
Advocacy and partner organizations in the Lehigh Valley. See
wealth.ppjr.org for more details.
November 10-11, 2011 (Fri. evening, Sat.) Souderton, PA
Joint Conference Assembly (Franconia and Eastern District)
at Penn View Christian School, will introduce plans for a yearlong focus on peace education. Look for more details this fall.
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