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Peace that Overcomes Fear
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. – John 14:27
The American empire in which we live today is built on military dominance
and wide and growing economic disparity – values that are inconsistent with
the reign of God. Jesus calls his followers to confront violence and greed
without fear and without retaliatory violence.

Heeding God’s Call:

! Peace that Overcomes Fear . . 1

Working to End Gun Violence

! Heeding God’s Call:
– Working to End Gun Violence 1
– Gun Dealers “Code of Conduct”
..................... 4

More than two dozen people – gun owners and hunters and others – gathered March 22nd
at Towamencin Mennonite Church for an organizational meeting on responding to gun
violence, organized by James C. Longacre with Bryan Miller and Drick Boyd.
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Drick Boyd’s first job out of college was doing youth
work in the Jamaica Plains neighborhood of Boston in
the late 1970's. “There was a lot of violence in our
community;
people would use their fists and
sometimes knives, and even a baseball bat, but there
were very few guns.” However, that started to change
in the early 1980's as the weapons industry moved
deliberately to create a new market for inexpensive handguns. The youth worker
who succeeded Drick faced a dramatic transformation in that community; guns
became so prevalent among these 13-, 14- and 15-year-olds that he was
compelled to ask kids to check weapons at the door.
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Ring of Fire
The six southern California companies (known as the Ring of Fire[1]) that now
manufacture most of the cheap handguns found on the streets are controlled
primarily by one extended family. These guns (Saturday Night Specials) are
cheaply made and generally don’t meet the safety standards that are required for
imported weapons; they are almost as dangerous to the person holding them as
the person at the other end of the barrel. These weapons sell for as little as
$100 to $200, thus making them affordable to many more people and allowing
a trafficker without much capital to build a profitable business.
Like many folks who don’t have guns in the house, Drick didn't really pay much
attention to handguns – until he was confronted with stories from some of his
Philadelphia students. One day a student reported to Drick that he had missed
class the day before because his brother had been shot to death while walking
home from church. Another student in that same class lost her brother; and her
mother founded the Philadelphia group called "Mothers in Charge" which
ministers to families who have lost loved ones to gun violence. While in
conversation with another student, Drick asked about the scar on her cheek.
“What happened -- did you fall?” She answered, “No, I got that when I was two
years old; a bullet went in one side of my cheek and out the other.” Random
gun violence has become commonplace in parts of Philadelphia and other
communities. Last year there were 306 homicides in Philadelphia, and 79% of
victims were African-American; police also reported
(continued on page 2)
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more than 6,000 other crimes which involved guns.
How do 13- and 14-year-olds end up with guns?
They can't go into a gun shop and buy a gun. Like adults
with a criminal record, they are prohibited purchasers under
state and federal law. So how do they get around that? In
nearly all cases we hear about on TV when there has been a
shooting, the perpetrator could not go into a gun shop and
pass the background check to buy a hand gun.
They acquire guns through what is called “straw purchasing”
or “straw buying”. A gun trafficker is a classic American
entrepreneur; he just happens to be criminally-sponsored.
His customers are the people who want to buy guns but can't
pass the background checks; he figures out ways to supply
them and make money.
The gun trafficker himself can't pass background checks;
because he is a criminal henchman; so he hires a stand-in to
go in for him – anybody who can pass the background check.
Most straw buyers are women because more women can
pass background checks than men. It might be a friend,
relative, a relative of a friend, a friend of a relative – as long
as that person can pass a background check.
Remarkable as it seems, the trafficker and straw buyer go
into the gun shop together; and as documented on video, the
trafficker – right in front of the gun dealer – points out the
guns that he wants to buy. (It’s always multiple guns,
because he can't build a business buying one at a time). He
has already given the straw buyer a wad of cash. She is just
there for the time that the background check has to be done.
She steps up, fills out a form. In Pennsylvania what happens
next, is the gun dealer, using the name and the Social
Security number on that form calls the state police, and a
data port operator punches that information in; it goes
instantly to West Virginia where there is a huge supercomputer with a database which, in theory, has all the
prohibiting information: felonies, certain misdemeanors,
domestic violence, issues of mental health, anything that
would prohibit a person from being able to purchase a gun.
In fact, that computer is lacking huge amounts of
information. Pennsylvania, for instance, has not filed a
single mental health record into that system.
If the FBI database contains no prohibiting information on
that person, the response comes back in a few minutes; then
the state police call the gun shop back, and say, “Yes that
person has a green light,” and the purchase is approved for
any number of guns. That takes about 30 to 45 minutes –
relatively quick compared with New Jersey where there is a
two week waiting period.
After the purchase; the trafficker leaves the store with the
straw buyer, pops open his trunk, the guns go in the trunk, he
closes it, gives her a service fee; she departs. He's got a trunk
load of guns with no connection to him at all -- perfect for
sale on the street; and that's the way it happens.

Violence Prevention, not Gun Control
“Heeding God’s Call” (HGC) is an interfaith response to gun
violence which began in Philadelphia about two
years ago with the intent of stopping gun
violence at the source – ending gun trafficking
to children, criminals, and others who have no
legitimate use for handguns.
Simple legislative measures have proved effective in other
states. For example, New Jersey’s two-week waiting period
and the one-handgun-a-month law which limits each purchase
to a single gun make straw sales unprofitable for traffickers.
But legislative remedies are hard to come by in Pennsylvania,
so HGC attacks the problem at its source – which is at the gun
shop. 1.5% of gun shops account for nearly 60% of the guns
traced to crime. Traffickers go back to the same shops over and
over and over; because they know who is looking the other
way; and they know which gun dealers like making money
from selling to straw buyers and traffickers.
In January 2009, HGC leaders met twice with James Colosimo,
owner of a gun shop on Philadelphia’s Spring Garden Street,
a store notorious for straw purchases. They asked him to sign
a 10-point Code of Conduct[2] designed to curtail illicit guns
sales. The Code was developed by the Mayors Against Gun
Violence Coalition – over 500 mayors from across the country
– in conjunction with Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart negotiated with
them, and the Code is now enforced at Wal-Mart Stores.
HGC representatives told Mr. Colosimo that they were hoping
to have a celebration in front of his shop as a good citizen
signing the Code. At one point, he sounded as though he might
actually sign the Code, but then declined, so HGC then
organized a different kind of event. On a Saturday afternoon,
250 people marched down Spring Garden Street and held a
rally in front of Colosimo’s Gun Shop; that was followed by
prayers, vigils, and demonstrations in front of that gun shop
twice a week for nine months. Finally in September, a U.S.
Attorney brought charges against Colosimo’s Gun Shop for
straw sales, based on a federal investigation conducted from
2004 until 2007. Colosimo’s license was revoked and the gun
shop closed.
There are now chapters of Heeding God’s Call in Baltimore,
Harrisburg, and Norristown, and four groups in Philadelphia.
where three more stores – Delia’s Gun Shop, Mike & Kate’s
Sports Shopp, and the Shooter Shop – are now targets of
negotiations, prayer vigils, and rallies, encouraging them to
sign the Code of Conduct.[3]

_______
1. The “Ring of Fire” is the subject of a PBS documentary; see
www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/guns/ring/ .
2. See the “Code of Conduct” on page 4.
3. For more about “Heeding God’s Call” and resources on
responding to gun violence, see www.heedinggodscall.org
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As highlighted below, Governor Corbett’s proposed budget
cuts focus on public education and social services for the
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable people, while increasing
allocations for law enforcement.

Pennsylvania Budget Debate
Budget Choices for Fiscal Year 2011-2012
In his March budget address, Governor Tom Corbett
announced his two priorities: “We have to spend less.” and
“We must tax no more.” The full
budget this year is $63.5 billion, but
it is the General Fund (43% of the
total) which is the target for debate.
For the past three years Pennsylvania
has received federal Recovery Act
funds which helped compensate for
state revenue shortfalls during the
recession and saved many jobs in
Pennsylvania and elsewhere. However, Recovery Act funds
expire for the new budget year that begins July 1st, before the
economy has fully recovered.

Critics of the Governor’s budget have identified other
possible sources of revenue, such as taxes on natural gas
extraction from Marcellus shale, or closing the “Delaware
Loophole” which exempts over 70% of corporations doing
business in Pennsylvania from paying income taxes. Also, as
of May 1st, Pennsylvania’s General Fund revenue has a
surplus of about $506 million for Fiscal Year 2010-2011
with two months yet to go – so it appears that Governor
Corbett’s revenue projections for the coming year are overly
pessimistic.
__________
See www.betterchoicesforpa.com and www.pennbpc.org
(Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center) for extensive analysis of
Pennsylvania budget issues. Links to these and other resources are
posted at: ja.ppjr.org/issues/budget.htm

Governor Corbett’s Budget Priorities for FY 2011-2012:
Education:
Higher ed:
DCED*:

-11%
-52%
-31%

Corrections:
Parole:
State police:

+11%
+ 6.3%
+ 5.7%

State Library: 54% reduction since 2008-09

Public Library subsidy: no further cuts, but -30% over several years
Adult Literacy: Down $2.5 million; 46% cut since 2008-09
*DCED - Department of Community and Economic Development
Source: www.pennbpc.org

Severe Budget Cuts

vs.

Closing Tax Loopholes and Special Tax Breaks

PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS
$550 Million: PUBLIC SCHOOLS

LOOPHOLE CLOSURE
$500 Million: Close the Delaware Loophole

Cut to basic education for 500 school districts

Currently more than 70% of corporations doing
business in Pennsylvania but incorporated in
Delaware pay no income taxes to Pennsylvania.

$271 Million: STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER ED
Cut to 14 public universities

$259 Million: ACCOUNTABILITY BLOCK GRANTS
Full day kindergarten for 88,000 students

$95 Million: STATE-RELATED UNIVERSITIES
$88 million cut to University of Pittsburgh
$7 million cut to Lincoln University

$125 Million: HEALTH CARE FOR THE UNINSURED
adultBasic health insurance

Eliminate the bonus depreciation tax break

$169 million cut to Penn State
$90 million cut to Temple University

$90 Million:
Postpone the 35% rate cut in Capital Stock and
Franchise Tax

$66 Million: LONG TERM LIVING
Cuts to services for seniors and people with disabilities
$88 Million: BUILDING OUR WORKFORCE
$24 million in cuts to community colleges
$27 million in cuts to New Directions training
$30 million reduction in student loans
$7 million Industry Partnerships

$80 Million:
Close the loopholes on cigars & smokeless tobacco

$350 Million:
Recapture 10% of Bush tax cut to top 5%

$74 Million:
Close the sales tax giveaway loophole

$40 Million: VULNERABLE PENNSYLVANIANS

$220 Million:

$24 million Human Services Development Fund
$10 million Emergency Mortgage Assistance (HEMAP)
$3 million adult literacy
$6 million autism services

Liberty Loan Fund

$52 Million:
Close the Amazon sales tax loophole

$ 1.75 Billion

Source: www.betterchoicesforpa.com

Even the big Texas oil companies drilling for gas in
Pennsylvania pay no taxes here. (This $200 million
for the General Fund would be about 1/3 of the
total, with the rest going to environment protection
and assistance to communities where the drilling
occurs.)

$235 Million:

$259 Million: PENN STATE AND TEMPLE

Total:

$200 Million: Tax on gas drillers in Marcellus Shale

Total:
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$1.8 Billion

Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– May 19-21, 2011 (Thurs.-Sat.) Lancaster, PA
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– August 12-14, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Daylesford Abbey
– September 16-18, 2011 (Fri.–Sun.) Gretna Glen
– October 21-23, 2011 (Fri.– Sun.) Pocono Plateau
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions.
May 18, 2011 (Wednesday, 7:00pm) Allentown, PA
“No Hate in Our State” - Immigration Legislation and
Opportunities for Action. Learn more about the Arizona-style laws
being introduced in Pennsylvania and how similar legislation has
affected communities nationwide. Location is Hope UCC, 1031
Flexer Ave., Allentown, PA 18103. See ja.ppjr.org for details.
May 22, 2011 (Sunday, 2:00pm) Philadelphia, PA
Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation - this year in
Overbrook Farms neighborhood of West Philadelphia. For details,
see www.interfaithpeacewalk.org.

Heeding God’s Call
Hunters and Non-Hunters for
Gun Violence Prevention
May 24, 2011 (Tues. 7:30 pm) Kulpsville, PA
The second meeting of “Hunters and Non-Hunters for Gun
Violence Prevention” will meet at Towamencin Mennonite
Church. The meeting is sponsored by the Peace & Justice
Committee. For more information, contact James C. Longacre,
610-845-7686.
_______________

Allentown Mennonites Dedicate Peace Pole
About 100 people gathered in center city Allentown on
April 30th for the dedication of a Peace Pole installed in
the middle of Franklin Park, followed by a picnic meal.
The Peace Pole which is inscribed in Arabic, English,
German, and Spanish with the words, “May Peace
Prevail on Earth,” was purchased as an ordination gift
for Tom Albright, pastor of “Ripple-Allentown” urban
ministry. The Peace Pole is symbolic of Ripple’s
partnerships with local churches and community
agencies to build a faith community that brings hope to
the city and welcomes people who feel alienated by
traditional church congregations.
_______________

Pennsylvania Immigration Update
More than 20 immigration-related bills have been
introduced so far during the current session of the
Pennsylvania legislature. See our legislative web
page: http://immigration.ppjr.org/legislation.htm or
contact us for more details.
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Code of Conduct
Responsible Firearms Retailer Partnership:
A 10-POINT VOLUNTARY CODE
1. Videotaping the Point of Sale for All Firearms Transactions. Participating retailers will videotape the point-of-sale
of all firearms transactions and maintain videos for 6 months to
deter illegal purchases and monitor employees.
2. Computerized Prime Gun Trace Log and Alert System.
Mayors Against Illegal Guns will develop a computerized
system that participating retailers will implement over time to
log crime gun traces relating to the retailer. Once the program is
in place, if a customer who has a prior trace at that retailer
attempts to purchase a firearm, the sale will be electronically
flagged. The retailer would have discretion to proceed with the
sale or stop the sale.
3. Purchaser Declaration. For sales flagged by the trace alert
system, participating retailers will ask purchasers to fill out a
declaration indicating that they meet the legal requirement to
purchase the firearm.
4. Deterring Fake IDs. Participating retailers will only accept
valid federal- or state-issued picture IDs as primary
identification. Retailers will utilize additional ID checking
mechanisms.
5. Consistent Visible Signage. Participating retailers will post
signage created by the Responsible Firearms Retailer
Partnership to alert customers of their legal responsibilities at
the point-of-sale.
6. Employee Background Checks. Participating retailers will
conduct criminal background checks for all employees selling
or handling firearms.
7. Employee Responsibility Training. Participating retailers
will participate in an employee responsibility training program
focused on deterring illegal purchasers. The Responsible
Firearms Retailer Partnership will create an online training
system based on Wal-Mart´s training program.
8. Inventory Checking. Participating retailers will conduct
daily and quarterly audits. Guidelines will be based on
Wal-Mart´s existing audit procedures.
9. No Sales Without Background Check Results. Participating
retailers would prohibit sales based on "default proceeds,"
which are permitted by law when a background check has not
returned a result within 3 days.
10. Securing Firearms. Participating retailers will maintain
firearms kept in customer accessible areas in locked cases or
locked racks.
Participating retailers will phase in the provisions of
Responsible Firearms Retailer Partnership over time.

