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Breaking Norms of the Empire
For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.– Gal. 3:27-29
Paul’s instructions to the new Christian communities scattered across the
Roman empire conflict sharply with the economic, social, and religious
norms of the empire – for which Paul was repeatedly imprisoned, beaten,
and flogged (cf. 2 Cor. 11:23-28). Paul’s authentic letters therefore provide
guidance for new Christian communities of resistance today.
Our 2011 Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake focused on the economic history of
Latin America and the migration history around the US-Mexico border.
Participants were challenged to live out our call as Christians to act out of
love for justice. The stories that follow reflect some of our conversations led
by Rick Ufford-Chase at Spruce Lake.
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Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake:: A Place to Call Home

Roots of Immigration from Mexico:
Origins of the US-Mexico Border
The vast stretch of land which now encompasses the USMexico border has always been a region of migration. For
thousands of years before Europeans began to colonize
the Americas, there were indigenous peoples who moved
all of the time. They were constantly moving with climate
changes; they were hunter gatherers, and so migration has
been part of the border region for as long as anybody can
document. And the first Europeans didn't come to that
region until they came north with the conquistadors of
Cortez seeking the lost cities of gold.
Beginning in the 16th century, long before the Pilgrims settled in Jamestown,
Spanish conquests moved northward from Mexico City in four tracks [see map
on page 2]– to San Antonio, to Santa Fe, to Tucson, and up the California coast
to San Francisco, planting Catholic missions, and decimating indigenous peoples
primarily by the introduction of European diseases.
When Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1826, its northern territory
extended from Texas to the California coast. In 1836, Texas declared
independence from Mexico, and ten years later the Mexican-American War
(1846-48, remembered in Mexico as the “Yankee Invasion”) reduced Mexico’s
size by half, but it allowed the U.S. to take control of what is today all of the
western United States, and to pick up a natural path across that southern pass
through the mountains all the way to the Pacific coast.
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo which established the new US-Mexico border,
also included a provision that the Mexicans who were living in what had been
Mexico, but now became the United States would never be treated as a
conquered people, meaning they would be
(continued on page 2)

Roots of Immigration ... (continued from page 1)
allowed to keep their religion, their culture, their language.
Today’s “English only” laws, for example, are in direct
violation of that treaty.
Border Enforcement and NAFTA
The first enforcement of this border began in the 1880s, by
the Chinese Mountain Exclusionary Police, because Chinese
and Mexican people were coming north from Mexico
looking for work building the railroads. The robber barons
were inviting people to come in while the Arizona Rangers
and Texas Rangers were saying, “No, keep out!.” The
ambivalence that Americans feel today about immigration -“Come, we need your labor; stay out, you're a threat to us.”
is nothing new. It was already happening in the 1880's.
The first modern
version of what we
know today as
border patrol
enforcement began
in 1924, made up
primarily of
Arizona Rangers
and Texas Rangers
who worked on
horseback.
Historically,
whenever restrictions have been tightened on the US side of the border, that
has created an economic opportunity for smuggling across
the border, whatever it may be – drugs, alcohol, people. In
the 1920's during Prohibition, there were bootleggers coming
north through the mountains with liquor. From that time,
until the 1990s, there has been a significant correlation
between the economy in the United States and border
enforcement, which is to say if the economy is doing better
on the US side of the border, then the US would loosen
control of the border, and at times even created a path that
allowed legal entry for workers that we wanted on the north
side of the border. For example, the bracero program invited
workers in during the the postwar economy of the 1940s and
50s. Workers could go to an embassy or consulate in
Mexico to get a card that would give them permission to
enter the US for three, six, or nine months, depending on the
kind of card it was, to pick apples up in the Northwest or to
work the fields with all kinds of produce in California and
Arizona . So workers would come when farmhands were
needed, but always return home at the end of the season
In the early 1960s, as the economy began to tighten;
organized labor prevailed on John F. Kennedy to shut down
the bracero program (in 1963, just before he was killed.)
This created a crisis in Mexico, because all of the primary
breadwinners who had been coming to the US to work were
now forced back into Mexico with no way to make a living
for their families, and Mexico’s population was growing.

So over the next two years Mexico negotiated with the United
States to create the Border Industrialization Pact of 1966 - the
BAP, which created a 21-km wide Free-Trade Zone, the entire
length of the border. US companies could set up shop in that
Free-Trade Zone. At that time they could not own property;
they had to rent property from a Mexican. They had to bring in
all of their raw materials from the United States, but there were
no tariffs. Products were assembled in Mexico and then
shipped back tariff-free into the United States. In the 1960s,
the cost of hiring workers in Mexico was about one third of
the cost for US workers, providing a significant economic
incentive to US industries to set up shop in Mexico. The label
put on those products from the factories called maquiladoras
read “Made in the United States, Assembled in Mexico”.
Still, border enforcement was fairly lax, and several thousand
people crossed illegally into the United States every day across
the border fences, primarily close to the major ports of entry at
towns along the border.
In the 1990s, as negotiations for the North America Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) began, border enforcement action
increased dramatically – walls 16 to 18ft high were
constructed near the major border crossings, and the number
of border patrol agents was increased by about 10-fold in those
areas.(In Nogales, Arizona, for example, that meant 550 agents
to patrol a 27 mile stretch of land.)
In the same way that water flowing down a stream inevitably
finds a way around large stones dropped in its path, so the
economic forces that have driven people to come from Mexico
to the United States mean that thousands will continue to risk
their lives hiking through the desert when economic survival
remains impossible at home.
When NAFTA went into effect in 1994, the United States,
under the Clinton administration, was experiencing some of
the best economic growth that this country had seen in
decades. With abundant job opportunities here, why would
the Clinton administration make such a huge deal about
immigration enforcement?
The answer is that
the US-Mexico
border is far less
about keeping
people out of the
United States than it
is about keeping people in Mexico. With NAFTA, the freetrade zone was expanded to include the entire country of
Mexico. Manufacturers were looking for workers who would
be willing to accept wages and working conditions far worse
than what they could find in the United States and keep them
competitive with sweat shop factories in other parts of the
world. Today, in fact, minimum wage in Mexico is less than
one tenth of US minium wage (under 50¢ per hour in Mexico,
(continued on page 4)
versus $7.25 per hour in the US).
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Communities of Resistance to Empire
The Apostle Paul was called to work at the edges of the
cities, primarily with people who had fled from the
countryside, having lost everything and gone to the cities.
And what he tried to do was help them create small
communities of resistance that would have the kind of power
and the cohesiveness to withstand the power of the empire.
Today we are called to reclaim Paul’s vision, forming small
communities of resistance to the American empire and its
values, such that when the emptiness of empire values
becomes apparent to our sisters and brothers – in the church
or out of the church – they have a place to come and be
welcomed. Here are some marks of such communities.
1) They are committed to meeting and studying
together regularly, choosing books that reflect biblical
values such as economic
justice and non-violence
that stand against the
mainstream values of our
nation.

2) They are finding new ways to re-ground their
lives in prayer and reflection. This will look different
for each community. The significant value of prayers of
petition (asking for God's intervention) is that they keep all
of us attentive to the needs around us and hold us accountable. There is also something meaningful that happens when
we pray together that deepens who we are as a community.
3) They share meals together, in order to reclaim what
communion is. Fellowship means gathering around the table.
Paul gives careful attention to communion (cf. 1 Cor. 11:1734): “Some of you are really not getting this whole
communion thing. You show up early, you eat the best food;
you get here before the workers can even arrive, because
you have leisure in your life; and you are gone again before
you know it; what is that about?” Communion is not about
the little moment in which we share the bread and the cup;
rather how do we fellowship together around the table and
break bread with one another.

4) They are committed to taking action together. This
is a hard one, and the community may begin by deciding to
prepare to take action together, so that when Fred comes to
the community and says, “Y'all, I got picked up yesterday
because I had an undocumented guy in my car ; I was taking
him to the clinic.” The community knows, we don't have to
argue about whether or not what Fred was doing was right;
we know that it's our
job to stand with him
whatever that takes. So
you've done your
homework; you've got
trust; you have an

understanding; and maybe Fred even said, “I'm going to test
the waters this week, y'all; I'm going to be putting somebody
in my car this week and take him to the clinic. I just want
you to know, so you've got my back. Somebody needs to be
aware of where I'm headed with this.” So it's about
preparing for those moments.
5) They wrestle with the implications of white privilege.
This is perhaps the most difficult challenge. We can say
diversity is easy; look at our new immigrant congregations
in Philadelphia and Norristown and Souderton. Yet most of
our Mennonite congregations are still monocultural, as are
most of our church gatherings, including those that focus on
peace and justice.
Have we really challenged the monocultural nature of our
historically German congregations, or do we end up with
diversity in a monocultural context? “You are welcome to
come and be a part of our church, but we're not really
changing anything about how we are, or how we do things,
or how we make decisions; you haven't really been invited
into the decision-making process in my community.”
We need intentionality about white
privilege in our communities all the
time. Is it even possible for an
institution that has been historically
white to be transformed into something
beyond a monocultural community, into something that can
genuinely share power? The difficult conversations that
have surrounded the decision to hold the 2013 MCUSA
convention in Phoenix, Arizona, reflect the urgency of
dealing with white privilege.
Pennsylvania Immigration Legislation

The following immigration-related bills have been
introduced in the 2011-2012 legislative session. In practice,
these bills would affect not only undocumented immigrants,
but also many legal permanent residents and U.S. citizens.
Peace Retreat participants sent about 50 letters to members
of the Pennsylvania Assembly relating to some of these bills.
Pennsylvania 2011-2012 Legislative Session
SB 9 and HB 41 - government issued ID for public aid
SB 637- verify employee status for public works projects
HB 361- English as the official language of PA
HB 355 – prohibits sheltering illegal aliens
HB 379 - E-Verify for state contractors
HB 380 - E-Verify for construction employers
HB 439 - sanctions for employing illegal aliens
HB 526 - longer sentences for crimes by illegal aliens
HB 738 - local enforcement of US immigration law
HB 798 - requires check of immigration or citizenship
status for all arrests
HB 799 - enable State Police to enforce immigration laws
HB 809 - verify status of anyone who applies for benefits

For links to detailed information about these bills, see
www.ppjr.org/issues/immigration/resource.htm#policy
For information about Pennsylvania legislation and members of the
Pennsylvania Assembly, see www.legis.state.pa.us .

March 26, 2011 (Saturday 8:30am-noon) Yardley, PA
Poverty Simulation Event, sponsored by the Bucks County
Opportunities Council, FLOC, and local congregations. at Yardley
United Methodist Church, 300 Langhorne-Yardley Road, Yardley,
PA19067. For more information, contact Rev. Bob Combs, (215)
493-3345 or pastbob@verizon.net.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– May 19-21, 2011 (Thurs.-Sat.) Lancaster, PA
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– March 4-6, 2011 (Fri.--Sun.) Spring City, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on these sessions.

Heeding God’s Call
Hunters and Non-Hunters for
Gun Violence Prevention
March 22, 2011 (Tues. 7:30pm) Kulpsville, PA
“Hunters and Non-Hunters for Gun Violence Prevention” will
meet at Towamencin Mennonite Church. (Rescheduled from
Feb. 1). Speakers are Bryan Miller, Executive Director of
Ceasefire New Jersey, the Garden State’s leading organization
devoted to reducing gun violence, and Drick Boyd, Professor
of Urban and Interdisciplinary Studies at Eastern University.
Miller and Boyd are founding members of “Heeding God’s
Call,” a multifaith organization which advocates for common
sense laws pertaining to gun sales. The meeting is sponsored by
the Peace & Justice Committee. For more information, contact
James C. Longacre, 610-845-7686, or see http:// efpjc.ppjr.org.
.

March 10-13, 2011 (Wed.supper–Sun.lunch) Bangor, PA
“Creating a Culture of Peace” workshop with Janet Chisholm and
Barb Gessner at Kirkridge Retreat Center. CCP is training in the
spirituality, practice and power of active nonviolence.
See www.kirkridge.org or www.creatingacultureofpeace.org
March 20, 2011 (Sunday, 3:00pm) Lancaster, PA
Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW) Spring Peace Forum
with Dr. Charles Marsh, speaking on "The Meaning of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer for Contemporary American Christianity"
Dr. Marsh, Professor of Religious Studies and Director of The
Project on Lived Theology at the University of Virginia, is a
graduate of Harvard Divinity School and the University of Virginia,
where he earned his Ph.D. in 1989. Location: Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church • 31 S Duke Street • Lancaster PA. For details,
see www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/upcoming.htm#6.
March 25-28, 2011 (Fri.-Mon.) Ecumenical Advocacy Days,
Washington, DC area.
“Development, Security and
Economic Justice: What’s Gender Got to Do with It?”–
workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice, Latin America,
Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East, co-sponsored by
MCC Washington Office. The event will be held at the Doubletree
Hotel in Crystal City, VA -- just across the Potomac River from
Washington, DC. Begins Friday evening, and includes
Congressional office visits on Monday.
Registration fee is $175, which includes some meals. Lodging at
the Doubletree Crystal City is an additional $119 per night (plus
tax) - but this cost can be reduced by sharing your room with
others, and there are other lodging options.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org
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April 9, 2011 (Saturday 9am-3pm) Allentown, PA Annual
Bread for the World food & hunger workshop - in partnership
with local anti-hunger organizations. Keynote Speaker: Larry
Hollar, BFW Regional Field Representative. Workshop topics will
include local food and hunger concerns as well as U.S. and
Pennsylvania public policy. Location: First Presbyterian Church,
Allentown.
Sponsored by Bread for the World and Lehigh
County Conference of Churches (Justice & Advocacy Comm.).
For further information see bread.ppjr.org or contact LCCC office
at 610-433-6421 or Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org.
April 10, 2011 (Sunday, 2-5 pm) Philadelphia, PA Annual
Bread for the World “Offering of Letters” workshop. Barbellin
Hall, Old St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 321 Willings Alley,
Philadelphia 19106. Contact: Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org
April 10-11, 2011 (Sunday - Monday)
National Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia
April 10: Congregations in the U.S. & Canada will worship in
unity with sisters and brothers in Colombia, who have endured
suffering and turmoil due to Colombia's 40-year war. This will be
a time of prayer and worship for a peaceful future in Colombia.
April 11: is the Day of Action to witness and call on U.S. policy to
promote peace and justice in Colombia.
For more info, see washington.mcc.org/days/ or contact Theo
Sitther, tsitther@mcc.org 202-544-6564 x118
May 22, 2011 (Sunday, 2:00pm) Philadelphia, PA
Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation - this year in
Overbrook Farms neighborhood of West Philadelphia. For details,
see www.interfaithpeacewalk.org.

Roots of Immigration ... (continued from page 2)
On January 1, 1994, the day that NAFTA implementation began, Zapatistas from Chiapas declared “war”
(largely non-violent) against the Mexican state, because
under NAFTA, Indian communal land holdings would no
longer be protected from sale or privatization; and small
farmers would have to compete in the market place with
subsidized commodities imported from the United States.
In the US hardly anyone made that connection between
free trade and the Zapatistas. In Mexico everybody knew
why; they understood that free trade, at the end of the day,
means the thievery of their land and their resources and
their labor.
See peaceretreat.ppjr.org for
additional resources related to
the February 2011 Peace
Retreat, or for other
immigration resources see
immigration.ppjr.org

LCCC / Justice and Advocacy – Bread for the World

Hunger at Home: Food for Our Neighbors*
Saturday, April 9, 2011

Hunger at Home: Food for Our Neighbors
Saturday,April 9, 2011
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street
(Tilghman St. at Cedar Crest Blvd.)
Allentown, PA 18104
610-395-3781

Keynote:

“Reforming U.S. Foreign Aid”
with Larry Hollar

Larry Hollar is Senior Regional Organizer with Bread for the World. He is
also an ordained Presbyterian elder, a professional Biblical storyteller, church
musician and liturgist. Before joining Bread for the World's staff in 1985, Mr.
Hollar spent a dozen years in government service in Washington, DC..

Program: This annual gathering will include discussion of both local and
national food and hunger issues and tools for advocacy with our elected members
of Congress. This year's Offering of Letters campaign urges both parties in
Congress and the President to work together to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of U.S. foreign assistance. This event will offer resource materials,
key information, and creative learning experiences to equip you to organize an
Offering of Letters in your church, campus, or group.

8:30 am

Registration; Breakfast goodies and coffee/tea available
Resource displays and conversation with workshop leaders
9:00-10:45
Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview
Introduction to “Hunger 2011" Report: Sheila Clever
Foreign Aid Reform: Larry Hollar
Personal Stories: – local volunteers, refugees, food programs
10:45-11:00
Break – refreshments, resource displays
11:00-12:00
Breakout session I – (parallel workshops)
12:00-1:00 pm Lunch and Conversation
with Congressman Charles Dent (invited)
1:00-1:55
Breakout session II – (parallel workshops)
2:00-3:00
Meetings by Congressional District

Workshop Topics
(most topics will be offered only once – morning or afternoon)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Face of Hunger in the Lehigh Valley
Resources for Local Food Pantries
Community Supported Agriculture
Hunger Report 2011 - Our Common Interest: Ending Hunger and Malnutrition
Foreign Assistance - What Works and Why
Congressional Dynamics in the 112th Congress
"How-To" workshop: Public Policy Advocacy 101

Workshops:
• Soup Kitchens / Food Banks & Pantries / Other Food Programs
• The Face of Hunger in the Lehigh Valley
• Community Supported Agriculture
• Hunger Report 2011 - Ending Hunger and Malnutrition
• Foreign Assistance - What Works and Why
• Congressional Dynamics in the 112th Congress
• “How-To” workshops: Public Policy Advocacy 101

Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.
[Suggested donation: $5; Students/Low Income: Free]
For further information and pre-registration (by April 6), visit
bread.ppjr.org , or contact the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.
Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches (Justice and Advocacy
Committee), Bread for the World, and Second Harvest.

* This is a preliminary schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule details and updates at bread.ppjr.org or Email: events@lehighchurches.org or
call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421

Sunday, April 10, 2011 (2-5 pm) Philadelphia, PA Annual Bread for the World
“Offering of Letters” workshop. Barbellin Hall, Old St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 321
Willings Alley, Philadelphia 19106. Contact: rferris@bread.org or Larry Hollar:
lhollar@bread.org or call 1-800-619-9239, or see the calendar listing at
bread.convio.net/site/Calendar/ for more details.

