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by Joyce Shutt
This year, Fairfield Mennonite Church is celebrating its 50th International Gift and Rug
Festival, the first and largest Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade Festival in the US!

September 1961. Just back from a two-year term with
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), I took my mother to
visit Edna Ruth Byler’s basement gift shop. Mrs. B, seeing
my mother’s reaction to all those lovely things that didn’t
carry the Old Mennonite seal of approval, confided that the
plain churches she visited were not a receptive market for
many of her products. To which my mother said, “Give us
everything you can’t sell and we’ll sell them for you. We’re
GC’s (General Conference Mennonites). We’re worldly
Mennonites!” And so in a real way the International Gift
Festival and Ten Thousand Villages was born.
That November, when Mrs. B came to Fairfield with her unsold worldly items
we sold over $500 worth of merchandise! To Mrs. Byler with her unpaid bills,
that was an answer to prayer! For our church, it was the beginning of a
passionate commitment to fair trade. The second year we (we being the Ladies
Service Guild) sold $1,200. The third year when we went over $2,000, the men
decided that was too much money for the women to handle. Talk about angry!
But that was the best thing that could have happened. Not only did everyone in
the congregation get behind “the International Gift Festival” (the name we chose
for our sale), but it has resolved many a building issue over the past 50 years. All
we have to ask is “How will that affect our festival?”
In those early years we packed, repacked and inventoried everything ourselves.
When we ran out of things, we’d send my dad for more stuff. One time (this was
after The Mennonite Central Committee took over for Mrs. Byler) we were
waiting for Dad to return when we heard his car horn. He couldn’t get out as
they had packed merchandise around him after he got into the driver’s seat!

(continued on page2)

Ten Thousand Villages ...

(continued from page 1)

Our 2nd Gift Festival my Aunt Annabelle Miller and Joanne
Troyer came from Cory, Pa to help. Joanne went back to
Cory determined that their church do something similar. A
few years later, First Mennonite in Sugarcreek, Ohio (where
my husband grew up) visited our sale then started their own
festival. When Mrs. Byler got sick and MCC decided to take
on the fair trade business, a significant factor in their taking
over was that we had demonstrated a viable way of
marketing that fit the Mennonite profile.

By the mid 80’s we were reaching some pretty sensational
numbers. By then we’d outgrown the fellowship hall and the
SS rooms. One year we cautiously put the money changers in
the temple, and once we took that step it wasn’t long until we
used the entire building. Out went the pews and pulpit
equipment and in came crafts and rugs. For several years we
had a basket tent in the parking lot. That is until we had a
horrific storm and boxes and baskets flew all over Fairfield!
The following year we sold over $120,000 in rugs and crafts
and almost collapsed from exhaustion. We’d gotten bigger
than we could handle and we decided to cut back. Our festivals
now run in the $70’s and $80’s, about half crafts, and half
rugs, though in 2005, our grand total was $128,000.

By now, we’ve gotten pretty sophisticated in our
merchandising, but at first we simply set up tables with
white sheets to display the inventory. And as long as Mrs. B.
came to our festival, she presided at a tea table, pouring tea Over the years we tried all sorts of ploys to increase sales. We
or coffee for our customers, as regal as a queen, her covering had musical groups come play. We had rug seminars. We tried
her crown. In those early years when Ten Thousand Villages a South American coffee bar to promote fair trade coffee. We
(then Self Help Crafts) didn’t have a marketing program, had a Kenyan demonstrate the drums. We’d target certain
countries and ask customers to pack health
they’d call me when a new church wanted
and school kits for them. For several years,
to set up their own consignment sale.
Some have joined
we had one of our members repairing
Could I help them get started? How did we
the church because damaged items for Self Help and had a
do it? I eventually wrote a small handbook
close out room (before the store started
for Self Help Crafts to use. We created our
of the festival.
having warehouse sales) and sell them at
own brochures and material promoting fair
reduced rates. Last year we added a 5th day
trade before it was called that. After all,
to
our
sale
days
to
accommodate
Veteran’s Day and asked our
fair trade is an important peace issue, and Fairfield is a peace
church. For at least 40 years we did not retain any money customers to bring gift items to send our troops.
from the festival to cover our expenses: it all went back to
Fairfield Mennonite is a really tiny congregation.
Ten Thousand Villages. But eventually the book-keeping got
Consequently, we’ve had to rely on volunteer help from other
too complicated. Rugs and crafts separated. The store didn’t
churches and the community. It isn’t just the unpacking,
want us to use their credit card machine anymore. We had
selling and re-packing that is a challenge. We have these heavy
problems using MCC’s bulk mailing label. Finally TTV
oak pews we remove and store during festival week. We
asked us to assume all costs and get our own credit card
bought a shed just to house the pews and all of our display
machine. In return they now give us a percentage of sales to
equipment that’s evolved over the years. For the last ten years
cover our rather extensive costs.
men and women from our local prison have helped carry pews,
Before Self Help Crafts/Ten Thousand set up, tear down, work the kitchen, park cars. That partnership
Villages became so well known, we’d has led to other forms of prison ministry.
travel to Lancaster and York for live
For years we participated in the local Halloween Parade. We’d
broadcasts on WGAL and York TV
get outfits from the Ten Thousand Villages international
stations. We’d bring in samples of
clothes closet, borrow the rick shaw, and walk the parade route
crafts. We’d tell artisan stories. In the
with our big banner “Bring the World Closer” handing out
early 80’s, someone dared us to contact
brochures. One year we had a mock up of the Taj Mahal in
the Today Show. We sent a number of
front of the church. During school holidays and the summer
products like the bird whistles and info
we’d pack up our kids and head for the warehouse to help.
on Self Help and our festival and danged if Willard Scott
Several years ago we sent Will Kammerer, one of our teens, to
didn’t blow that silly whistle and talk about the festival.
Pakistan on the learning tour.
In the late 70’s we started inviting International Foreign
Some have joined the church because of the festival. One year
Exchange Youth to present programs to middle schoolers
I tried to sell this rather charming fellow a rug. Right before he
who were bussed in to the church from several school
bought it, he turns to me and says, “There’s one thing I don’t
districts. We ran the kids through the church in waves, 8 am
understand about Mennonites. Why the Mennonite Church?
until 3 pm on Tuesday and Wednesday of Gift Festival
Why not the womanite church?” To which I responded, “Oh,
week. And how the TV stations loved it! They flocked to the
Bert, you need to join this church.” And he did.
church to take pictures of the kids dressed in international
costumes amidst the gorgeous crafts and our photogenic
# See page 4 for more about this year’s festival.
-2presenters! Unfortunately, those days are no more.

Immigration: Mexico / Latin America
About half of the undocumented immigrants who have
entered the U.S. in recent years have arrived by crossing the
Mexican border,[1] and their presence here has become a
major political issue, especially in states that border Mexico.
Migration across the Mexican border
As the Great Depression of the 1930's came to an end,
demand for more low-skilled workers led to the Mexican
Farm Labor Program, known informally as the Bracero
program. The program began in 1942, and until it ended in
1964, about 4.5 million Mexican workers (counting repeat
crossings by the same workers) entered the U.S. for seasonal
agricultural work. In 1965 the Bracero program was replaced
with the H-2A visa which allows employers to apply for
visas to temporarily bring migrant workers from outside the
U.S. if no U.S. workers are available to fill the jobs.
However, the H-2A visa application process is sufficiently
cumbersome that most employers would rather hire
undocumented workers instead. In fact, even during the
Bracero program, employers often preferred to hire
undocumented workers. Because the Bracero program
mandated a certain level of wages, housing, food and
medical care for the workers (to be paid for by the
employers), employers could hire undocumented workers at
lower cost. Now, as then, immigrant workers–and especially
undocumented immigrants–are very vulnerable to their
employers, who can threaten to fire anyone who complains
about wages or working conditions, or turn them over to
immigration authorities for deportation. As a result,
immigrant workers (farm, construction, and factory workers;
service employees, etc.) are often cheated by employers who
pay less than minimum wage, fail to pay overtime, or
withhold a final paycheck, for example. Except where there
are strong unions, enforcement of U.S. wage and labor laws
has been lax, even for workers who are U.S. citizens.[2] Until
recently, even when ICE* raids of businesses have resulted
in the detention of undocumented immigrants, the employers
have rarely been held accountable. (During the past two
years, 110 businesses have been audited to verify the
employment eligibility of workers, compared with just one
audit in 2008.)
Why do they come here?
Why do immigrants leave their homes and family, risk their
lives crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, and pay large fees to
the coyotes who smuggle them across the border, to a
country with unfamiliar customs where they may often be
badly treated? It is usually because they are desperate to
provide a living for themselves and family. Historically,
U.S. economic and military policies in Latin America have
been one factor that has helped to undermine the ability of
peasant farmers to be self-supporting. In some countries the
best agricultural land has been taken over by large multinational corporations for export crops like bananas, palm oil,
coffee, and beef.

For a long time the U.S. taxpayers have subsidized farm
commodities like corn, wheat, cotton, and soybeans. Small
farmers in other countries, often relegated to less-productive
farmland, cannot compete with the market prices of
subsidized U.S. commodities, unless they are protected by
tariffs. Beginning in 1994, the North America Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) removed many of the agricultural
tariffs that protected Mexican farmers. Since then, U.S.
farm subsidies have totaled more than $245 billion,
including $75 billion for corn alone. Some individual farm
corporations have received $10's of millions in subsidies.
As a result, increasing numbers of Mexicans (and other
Latin Americans) have come to the U.S. – mostly undocumented, since there are very few options for legal entry, in
spite of the increasing demand for their labor. Since 1995,
well over a half million undocumented immigrants have
entered the U.S each year, nearly 80% of whom are from
Mexico and other Latin American countries.[3]
__________
*ICE is U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
1. See the May 2010 issue of PJN for more details.
2. See, for example, "Wage Theft in America" by Kim Bobo (The
New Press: 2009).
3. The immigration rate has dropped somewhat since 2007 because
of the economic recession.

Environment: CFLs and Mercury
Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs) are quickly
replacing traditional incandescent bulbs
because of their long life and much greater
energy efficiency. But CFLs, like other
fluorescent lamps, contain a small amount
of mercury vapor. If the bulbs are
discarded with trash, as is frequently the
case, they will be broken releasing mercury
into the environment, on the way to
landfills or incinerators.
It is certainly preferable to recycle all CFLs and other
fluorescent lamps to recover the mercury, phosphorous
and other lamp components; but coal-fired power plants–
especially some of the older plants in Pennsylvania–also
release mercury into the atmosphere. And, in fact, even
if CFLs are not recycled, they help to reduce the amount
of mercury released to the environment, because they
significantly reduce the load on electric power plants
compared with incandescent bulbs.
Mercury released into the atmosphere ends up in streams,
rivers, lakes, and oceans. Mercury is now a common
contaminant in seafood, such as salmon and tuna.
Mercury has been linked to birth defects, and pregnant
women are advised to avoid seafood entirely.
For more information on safe handling and disposal of
CFLs, see epa.gov/bulbrecycling.
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Peace and Justice Calendar
A Place to Call Home:
Welcoming New
Immigrant Neighbors

Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– February 25-27, 2011 (Fri..– Sun.) Philadelphia, PA

Over the next several months the Peace and Justice Committee
and partner organizations will hold several events focused on
immigration and closely-related issues.

Healing the Wounds of Racism
– October 22-24, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Cresco, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.
October 17, 2010 (Sunday 4:00 pm) Philadelphia
Heeding God’s Call – Interfaith gathering to witness against
gun violence. Speakers include Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon,
General Secretary of the National Council of Churches.
Location: Friends Meeting House, 15th and Cherry St., and Love
Park, Philadelphia. For details, see www.heedinggodscall.org

Ten Thousand Villages
Fairfield Mennonite Church
50th Anniversary - International Gift Festival
November 9-13, 2010 (Tues.-Fri. 11am-7pm; Sat. 9am-5pm)
Fairfield Mennonite Church, 201 West Main St. (Rt 116),
Fairfield, Pa 17320 Phone: 717-642-8936.
There are gift festivals in many other Pennsylvania
communities this fall, including Deep Run East Mennonite
Church and Upper Milford Mennonite Church.
See www.tenthousandvillages.org for more details.
Also see www.partnersforjusttrade.org for more
fair trade information and resources.
November 11, 2010 (Thursday 9am-3pm) Harrisburg, PA
Intercultural Competency Seminar, with Eric Law – will deal
with culture, conflict and racism viewing intercultural communities
of faith through the lens of theology. In other words it will help
our churches and institutions move from a theology of intercultural
diversity to praxis. Location: First Church of the Brethren,
Harrisburg, PA. For registration ($25) and additional information,
see www.brethren.org/ericlaw2010.
December 11, 2010 (Saturday) Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA
51st Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage which recalls the
journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in Bethlehem at
10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian
Church where the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join anywhere
along the way. The pilgrimage concludes at Christ United Church
of Christ in Bethlehem, around 5:30 for a light meal and program.
The evening speaker will be Nancy Tate, coordinator of
LEPOCO Peace Center in Bethlehem. For details, see
www.peacewalk.org
February 25-27, 2011 (Friday –Sunday) Laurelville, PA
Sustainable Food & Farming Conference. Celebrate the
gifts of harvest—and the toil it requires. Brian Snyder, Executive
Director of Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture,
will explore the connections between food, farming and faith. Join
us for engaging workshops and dialogue that will provide you with
renewed energy for spring’s arrival. For more information, see
www.laurelville.org/sff.html, or phone:724-423-2056 or
1-800-839-1021, or email: program@laurelville.org.
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Stories of migration and immigration are woven throughout the
history of God’s people, and once again there are new
immigrants, many of them undocumented, in our congregations
and communities. We will explore who our new neighbors are,
what challenges they face in America, and why they are
important to our well-being.
October 30, 2010 (Sat. 9:30 am-2 pm) New Holland, PA
Exploring Immigration from an Anabaptist Perspective
Immigration is a subject we hear a lot about in our national
news. How do we respond? This seminar is planned to provide
space to engage divergent views on the issue of immigration, a
place for open and safe conversation and to create an awareness
of how tradition, scripture, culture, and experience shape our
views and perspectives. Sponsored by Lancaster Mennonite
Conference and Atlantic Coast Conference.
Location: This event is hosted by and noon meal provided by
Iglesia Menonita Jesucristo es el Senor (New Holland Spanish
Mennonite Church), 24 N. Roberts Ave., New Holland, PA
17557. All are welcome. Please register by October 25. No fee
to attend. For further information or registration, contact Lorrie
Stoltzfus, lstoltzfus@lancasterconference.org. 717-293-5246
ext. 110.
November 20, 2010 (Sat. 9am-2pm) Kulpsville, PA
Immigration event at Towamencin Mennonite Church, with
multiple speakers and open discussion beginning with a biblicaltheological framework. Look for more details in late October.
February 11-13, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Spruce Lake Peace Retreat
with Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive Director, Presbyterian
Peace Fellowship.
There will be a separate program for
children. (See peaceretreat.ppjr.org for details.)
(see immigration.ppjr.org for event details and resources)
MCC Washington Office - High School Essay Contest

The Washington Office of Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
is inviting submissions for its 12th annual high school essay
contest. This year’s grand prize is $500. Three regional
winners will be awarded $100 each. Students can choose to
write about Palestine and Israel, immigration, or military
spending.
The contest is open to youth of high school age who are
Mennonite, Brethren in Christ or Anabaptist and to all youth
who attend Mennonite high schools. Immediate family members
of MCC staff or board members are not eligible for the contest.
All essays must be submitted by December 17, 2010. Details
and instructions about where to send completed essays, are
available at washington.mcc.org/advocate/essays.

