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Our New Neighbors
Ruth said, ‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from
following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people, and your God my God. – Ruth 1:16
Like Ruth, and like the Mennonites who first came to Pennsylvania,
many people today facing tragedy or persecution or hunger choose to
leave the homelands where their families have lived for generations
with the hope of finding a better life in another place.
Recent immigrants from Mexico, Haiti, El Salvador, Equador, India,
and Indonesia now lead or attend Mennonite congregations here. For
these new neighbors, the church is a primary source of help adapting
to an unfamiliar and sometimes hostile culture in Pennsylvania,
providing assistance with immigration issues, job hunting, learning a
new language (English), and family counseling.
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About four years ago Francisco Aguirre* at age 15 came from Mexico to
join his family in Philadelphia. He came to the United States to avoid
forced recruitment by the Mara Salvatrucha, a very violent criminal gang
with ties to the Mafia.
In May 2008, after a family picnic at the shore, when Francisco returned
to school and went through the metal detector, school security discovered
a knife in Francisco’s backpack that he had taken to the
picnic to cut up a watermelon. School security arrested
him and sent him to the police station.
The teachers and students, his friends, thought this was
very unfair. Francisco’s father, Ignacio, received letters
of recommendation from his teachers, also signed by his
classmates, saying they knew he was an excellent
student. Ignacio appealed to the School District, and Francisco was
allowed to return to school. Francisco was also required to appear in
court, where it was acknowledged he had made an honest mistake, and he
was found not guilty.
However, because ICE† has had access to Philadelphia Police arrest
records. Francisco was detained by ICE and forced to wear an ankle
tracking device which caused him great embarrassment and led to intense
depression. He was no longer able to participate in school athletics, and
became emotionally withdrawn from family and friends.
(continued on page2)
*Names and other details of this story have been changed to protect the family’s privacy.
†
ICE is Immigration and Customs Enforcement (U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security).
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Francisco’s story is one of several told at the June 27th
public forum with Philadelphia city officials challenging the
agreement that gives ICE access to Philadelphia Police
Department arrest records. In July, Philadelphia Mayor
Michael Nutter renewed the agreement with ICE, but now
names of witnesses and victims will be excluded. However,
immigrants like Francisco who are arrested for minor offenses or later cleared of charges will still be reported to ICE
and thus vulnerable to detention or deportation proceedings.
The Business of Prisons and Detention
The private prison industry in America began in 1984 when
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) contracted
with Corrections Corporation of America for private correctional services. With the rapid growth of the U.S. prison
population since then, several other corporations soon began
to cash in on the lucrative prison and detention business.
More recently some states, responding to prison overcrowding and escalating corrections expenses, have been
taking measures to reduce jail time for non-violent
offenders. Although Pennsylvania’s prison population
continues to grow, in the U.S. as a whole, state prisons have
seen a small decline in occupancy over the past two years.
However, the private prison industry is thriving in the U.S.,
even in the current economic recession, thanks to the
business of immigrant detention. Following 9/11/2001 and
formation of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
immigrant detentions and deportation began to grow quickly.
The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of
2004 (IRTP) contained authorization for 40,000 new
immigrant detention beds – a measure intended to triple the
number of beds available to ICE by 2010.
Private prison contractors, led by Corrections Corporation of
America (CCA), have invested heavily in lobbying for
measures such as IRTP, as well as stiffer prison sentencing,
federal funding for immigrant detention, and against the
Private Prison Information Act which would require
disclosure of information that is now available for public
prisons.
Beginning in 2006, CCA contracted to operate T. Don Hutto
Residential Center in Taylor, Texas, as a detention center for
immigrant families. Hutto became notorious for the
conditions there: Hutto is a former criminal facility that still
looks and feels like a prison, complete with razor wire and
prison cells where some families with young children have
been detained for up to two years, and children as young as
six were separated from their parents at night.
Last year, after many other complaints about general living
conditions and health care at the facility, Hutto was
converted to a detention facility for women only; but there
have been recent charges of sexual assault by CCA guards.
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Major U.S. prison contractors include Corrections Corporation
of America (CCA), the GEO Group, Cornell Companies, and
Management and Training Corporation (MTC).

In August 2010, Cornell was merged into the GEO Group.
MTC is privately owned, so financial information is not
available.
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While Pennsylvania’s immigrant detention centers are not
yet operating under private contractors, Pennsylvania is
home to the only remaining family detention center-– the
Berks Family Shelter Care Facility in Leesport, where ICE
has detained a small number of families since 2001.
Conditions at Berks are more hospitable than Hutto, but still
not appropriate for families with children, even according to
DHS guidelines. ICE also contracts with other county
prisons in Pennsylvania for immigrant detention services.
The GEO Group (originally founded in 1988 as the
Wackenhut Corrections Corporation), contracted with
Delaware County, PA, to operate George W. Hill
Correctional Facility in 2005. The contract was terminated
in 2009 after eight prisoners died in custody, and family
members filed suit claiming the facility did not provide
adequate medical care or proper supervision for offenders.

smuggling humans across the Mexican border, so that drug
cartels are now getting into the business – resulting in more
violence and immigrant deaths on both sides of the border.
While rising numbers of immigrant arrests, imprisonments
and deportations certainly show that the Department of
Homeland Security is busy spending taxpayer dollars, there
is little evidence that such measures have improved the
security or the economic well-being of Americans.
________
Forthcoming newsletters will look at proposals for comprehensive
immigration reform and how the church is responding to our
immigrant neighbors. For further reading see immigration.ppjr.org.

CCA and GEO are among the corporate members of the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) which
helped to draft Arizona’s controversial immigration
enforcement law (SB 1070). ALEC’s individual members
are state legislators from across the country – about 2,000 of
them, Republicans and Democrats, including a number of
Pennsylvania legislators. ALEC’s “Model Legislation” has
been a resource for immigration-related bills introduced in
the Pennsylvania Legislature by Reps. Ron Marisco and
Daryl Metcalfe.

ALEC “Model Legislation”
• Immigration Law Enforcement Act
• No Sanctuary Cities for Illegal Immigrants Act
• Resolution to Enforce Our Immigration Laws
and Secure Our Border
• Housing Out-of-State Prisoners in a Private
Prison Act
• Targeted Contracting for Certain Correctional
Facilities and Services Act
• Resolution Against Amnesty
• Resolution in Support of the USA PATRIOT Act

Most immigration enforcement policies initiated under the
Bush administration have continued under Obama; in fact,
last year was another record high for number of deportations.
Since 1996, thousands of immigrants have been deported on
minor drug-possession charges, including many who had
been in the U.S. since they were small children—leaving
behind families and the only homeland they have ever
known. In June, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that only
serious or violent crimes are grounds for removing otherwise
law-abiding people. Immigrants who are in the U.S. legally
can no longer be deported on minor drug possession charges.
In August, President Obama signed into law a $600 million
immigration enforcement bill providing for more agents and
equipment along the U.S.-Mexico border. However,
enhanced border security has raised the going price for

“Criminal Deportations” include crimes such as possession or
distribution of illicit drugs, traffic violations, and immigration
crimes such as illegal entry or forged documents.
Not reflected in the chart above are immigrants who were returned
to their home countries without a removal order (580,000 in
2009) – primarily those apprehended near the Mexican border.
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Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– February 25-27, 2011 (Fri..– Sun.) Philadelphia, PA
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Lebanon, PA
– October 22-24, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Cresco, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.
September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Living Festival. A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa.
See www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.
September 19, 2010 - Peace Sunday (or choose another date)
“Fear not, for I am with you.” Peace Sunday 2010 explores
the way fear affects us and our relationships and what effect it has
on our ability to make peace. Peace Sunday is now celebrated near
September 21, the international day of prayer for peace, as
suggested by Mennonite World Conference. Resources for Peace
Sunday are available at peace.mennolink.org/resources/psunday10/

A Place to Call Home:
Welcoming New
Immigrant Neighbors
Over the next several months the Peace and Justice Committee
and partner organizations will hold several events focused on
immigration and closely-related issues.
Stories of migration and immigration are woven throughout the
history of God’s people, and once again there are new
immigrants, many of them undocumented, in our congregations
and communities. We will explore who our new neighbors are,
what challenges they face in America, and why they are
important to our well-being.
September 29, 2010 (Wed. 8:00-10:00am) Harleysville, PA
Pastors and Leaders Breakfast. Mennonite Conference Center,
529 Yoder Road, Harlyesville, PA. For reservations (by
Monday, Sept. 27), contact the FMC office at 267-932-6050,
Ext. 110, or office@franconiaconference.org .
October 30, 2010 (Sat. 10am-2pm) Manheim, PA
Immigration workshop sponsored by ACC and LMC.
For further information, contact: Joanne Dietzel, Lancaster
Mennonite Conf. (LMC), 717-293-5246 or 800-216-7249.

September 25, 2010 (Saturday, 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
Jobs, Justice & Economics – The church’s role in supporting
unemployed people and restoring sustainable jobs for all.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 8th & Walnut Streets., Allentown, PA.
See the enclosed announcement or jobs.ppjr.org for details.

November 20, 2010 (Sat. 9am-3pm) Kulpsville, PA
Immigration event at Towamencin Mennonite Church, with
multiple speakers and workshops, beginning with a biblical/
theological framework. Look for more details in October.

Jobs and Trickle-Up Economics

February 11-13, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Spruce Lake Peace Retreat
with Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive Director, Presbyterian
Peace Fellowship.
There will be a separate program for
children. (See peaceretreat.ppjr.org for details.)

The unemployment rate in Pennsylvania stands at 9.3%
and is still rising, not counting those who have run out of
unemployment benefits and given up looking for work;*
and for every job opening, there are still about five people
looking for work. Many churches and other community
agencies have also been forced to cut back on supportive
services just at the time when help is most needed.
While Congress and Secretary Paulson were quick to bail
out the Wall Street financial firms on very generous terms
after their speculative investments caused the current
financial crisis, (and those firms are still “too big to fail,”
providing seeds for the next financial crisis), most of the
modest benefits available to victims of the recession are
set to expire by the end of this year, long before the job
market recovers. This summer Congress reluctantly
extended unemployment benefits until November, and at
the same time began working on cuts in food stamps.
Jesus had many things to say about economics, and he did
not mince words speaking with rich and powerful people.
How well do our congregations defend the rights of our
most vulnerable people, or do we need to spend more
time getting to know folks who are hungry, unemployed,
or undocumented?
________________

* Aug. 2010 report. See www.paworkstats.state.pa.us

(see immigration.ppjr.org for event details and resources)
October 16, 2010 (Saturday 9am -1pm) Philadelphia, PA
Urban-Rural dialog. Conversation about the meaning of
peace and justice in our work together – urban and suburban.
Location: Oxford Circle Mennonite Church.
Morning conversation will be followed with lunch provided by
urban congregations. (See enclosed flyer or ja.ppjr.org )
October 17, 2010 (Sunday 4:00 pm) Philadelphia
Heeding God’s Call – Interfaith gathering to witness against
gun violence. Speakers include Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon,
General Secretary of the National Council of Churches.
Location: Friends Meeting House, 15th and Cherry St., and Love
Park, Philadelphia. For details, see www.heedinggodscall.org
November 11, 2010 (Thursday 9am-3pm) Harrisburg, PA
Intercultural Competency Seminar, with Eric Law – will deal
with culture, conflict and racism viewing intercultural communities
of faith through the lens of theology. In other words it will help
our churches and institutions move from a theology of intercultural
diversity to praxis. Location: First Church of the Brethren,
Harrisburg, PA. For registration ($25) and additional information,
see www.brethren.org/ericlaw2010
-4-
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Copies of these announcements (Sept. 25 and Oct. 16 events)
suitable for printing — full color or black & white, flyer or poster
size – are available from the respective announcement web pages:
For Sept. 25th event:

For Oct. 16th event:

Peace & Justice Fall Gathering

th

jobs.ppjr.org

Building Effective
Partnerships:
Conversation on
Culture, Money &
Kingdom Building

Across the UrbanSuburban-Rural
Divide

efpjc.ppjr.org/mpeace/efp1010.htm

Saturday, October 16, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Oxford Circle Mennonite Church,
900 E. Howell St., Philadelphia, Pa 19149
Purpose: To facilitate honest conversation among urban - suburban - rural
Anabaptist leaders on how to build effective partnerships across the
geographic divide. The event will intentionally engage the fault-lines of
culture and finance in Kingdom Building efforts through scriptural
reflection and interactive small and large group discussion.

Program:
• 8:30-9:00 am Gathering – coffee, pastries, resources displays
• 9:00-12:00 Biblical reflection, conversation, and dialog on
Cultural and Financial issues that sometimes divide us
• 12:00
Lunch – provided by urban congregations - local ethnic food

What to bring:
Stories, displays, or handouts to share – about peace & justice work
happening in your church, home, or community

For more information or to RSVP (by Monday, October 11th)
or for car-pool (from Towamencin MC, near I-476 Lansdale exit)
Contact us: seekpeace@ppjr.org or Robert Walden, 610-861-0653.
See our web announcement for more details:

efpjc.ppjr.org

Sponsored by Franconia Mennonite Conference, Eastern District Conference,
Mennonite Central Committee East Coast, FMC/EDC Peace & Justice Comm.
Kingdom Builders Anabaptist Network of Greater Philadelphia.

Lehigh County Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy
Jobs, Justice and Economics*
Saturday, September 25, 2010

Jobs, Justice and Economics
Saturday, September 25, 2010
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
8th and Walnut Streets
Allentown, PA 18101

Keynote: “Standing for Workers in Times of Crisis”
with Kim Bobo, Executive Director, Interfaith Worker Justice

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

8:30 am

Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation

9:00--10:15

Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview
Keynote: Kim Bobo, "Standing for Workers in Times of Crisis"

10:15-10:30

Break

10:30-12:00

Panel: “Community Resources for Unemployed People”
Tom Sedor, Career Link, Business & Industry Representative
Ryan Knepp, Lehigh County Conference of Churches
Larry Quintana, Pathways to Green Jobs, Workforce Navigator
Cecilia Rodriguez, Career Link, Employment Counselor

Jobs, Justice and Economics
Our program will survey the broad range of support services now available
for job training and placement, but also explore what it takes to rebuild a
sustainable economy in which workers can find jobs in a healthy work
environment and receive fair wages, and how congregations can be engaged
in this process. .

12:00-12:45pm Lunch
12:45-1:55

with Thomas Hyclak and Kim Bobo
Thomas Hyclak is Professor of Economics, Lehigh University

Panel Discussion (morning session):
• Community Resources for Unemployed People

How do we get unemployed people back to work, in jobs
that provide living wages and fair working conditions?

Plenary (afternoon session): Thomas J. Hyclak and Kim Bobo
• Getting Back to Work – with living-wage jobs

Workshops*
• Jobs and Workers – current legislation and public policy
• Public Policy Advocacy 101
• New immigrants & American workers – Adversaries or Allies?
• How economic policy affects workers and employment

Plenary Discussion: “Getting Back to Work”

2:00-2:55
Advocacy breakout session – (parallel workshops)
– Public Policy Advocacy 101 – communicating with elected representatives
– New immigrants and American workers – why we depend on each other
Emma Cleveland, ACLU
– Review of Current State & Federal Legislation related to Workers/Jobs
– Labor Markets and Economic Justice
Bob Wendt, Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation

Continental breakfast and lunch are included (suggested donation: $10)
(students or unemployed: $5, or what you can afford)

2:55-3:00pm

Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches - Justice and Advocacy
Committee. Pre-registration by Sept. 22nd is appreciated.

* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule updates, and for program details, directions, and parking information, at
jobs.ppjr.org or Email: ja-msc@ppjr.org or call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.

*See details and program updates at jobs.ppjr.org or contact
the LCCC office at 610-433-6421 or Bob Walden at ja-msc@ppjr.org.
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