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Hospitality to Strangers
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress
the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. Lev. 19:33-34
Aliens living among God’s people were expected to conform to the
laws of the land in which they were living (with the exception of a few
specific religious rules), and were entitled to the same protections of
the law as citizens.
Jesus extends the standard for his followers.
“I was a stranger. Did you welcome me?” (cf. Matt. 25:31-46).
When we encounter Jesus today – as an immigrant, or homeless, or in
prison – how do we respond?
There are many immigrants among our Franconia and Eastern District
congregations, and this month we continue our series of stories and
reflections on local immigrants and immigration.

Immigration: Why So Volatile?
– by Michael A. Meneses
By way of introduction let me own the fact that I am Hispanic. But I am
a fourth generation American. Yes, I was born in the U.S. So were both
my parents, and so were my parent’s parents. Indeed, as a teenager and
young man, I resented the fact that other Americans would hyphenate my
American identity. Why is it that they could claim to
be wholly American but pigeonhole me as a
Hyphenated, Mexican-American? Because, somehow,
I was still seen as different from main stream America;
my food was different, my parent’s language was
different, certain family traditions were different, and
the color of my skin was not as white as theirs.
On the other hand, I’ve been called a Coconut by some of my Latino
acquaintances. This is no compliment. It is a derogatory term, meant to
be a put down. They are accusing me of betraying my own culture and
people: being white on the inside and brown on the outside. (Many
African-Americans who have been called Oreos know what I mean.) In
short, I’m not white enough to be considered mainstream American and
not Latino enough to be considered a real Hispanic, neither really
American nor truly Mexican.
So, what about this Immigration thing? The Immigration concern is not
new. It’s been around for decades; sliding up and down on a scale of
importance, depending on the state of the economy and other social
dynamics at any given year. But this time around it seems that we have
reached a kind of breaking point. Tensions have escalated, anxiety is sky-high,
and passions are explosive. Why? Well, given
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my “mixed” background (being neither white enough for
some nor Hispanic enough for others), I offer the following
perspective as to why there is so much anxiety, resentment,
and fear of Mexican immigrants on the part of the nonHispanic, i.e. white, population in America, especially in the
Southwest, Border States.
First some data: According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as of
July 2008 there were an estimated 46.9 million Hispanic
people in the United States. 15% of the nation’s total
population is Hispanic; this makes people of Hispanic origin
the nation’s largest ethnic minority. The Hispanic
population increased by 3.2%, from July 2007 to July 2008,
making Hispanics the fastest-growing minority group in the
U.S. At this rate, by the year 2050 the projected Hispanic
population is expected to be 30% of the nation’s population.
Yet, only twenty years ago, the 1990 census recorded 22.4
million Hispanics in the U.S., less than half what it is now.
From the non-Hispanic point of view, these facts and figures
create great fear. But it’s not just hard, cold data that puts
fear into their hearts. It’s what they see, feel, and experience
on their streets, in their neighborhoods, at the shopping
centers, and in their schools. So what are they afraid of?
Let’s break it down.
1. They are afraid for their jobs. They see Hispanic
immigrants offering themselves as dirt cheap labor and view
it as a threat to their own job security, in competition with
their own good paying jobs. Thus, they fear a loss of
income, a lower standard of living, a loss of work, economic
hardship.
2. They fear unjust and excessive taxation, leading to
economic oppression. From their vantage point, “illegal”
immigrants and “aliens” are taking advantage of State,
County, or federally provided social services (healthcare
needs, educational requirements, etc.). To them this
translates into an extra tax burden on the part of “honest, law
abiding, taxpaying citizens.” So they fear that they are being
unjustly used and abused by a system that is doing little to
protect them from these so called “invaders.”
3. They are afraid for their safety and protection. They
see immigrant Hispanics as mostly criminal types, drug
traffickers and dealers, gang-bangers and ruffians. So they
fear being attacked, mugged, shot, robbed, and held at gun
point. The more Hispanics they see coming into their
community, the more unsafe they feel and insecure they
become.
4. They are afraid for their land, language, and culture.
When they see Hispanics gathered together they see a
difference, a different look, a different set of traditions and
customs. On top of this, they hear a foreign language spoken
in their presence and so feel alienated in their own
homeland. Thus, they fear losing their own cultural values,

traditions, manners, and ways to an increasing Hispanic
presence. They are afraid of becoming a kind of foreigner in
their own backyard, of losing their own way of life to this
Hispanic influx.
5. They are afraid for their status, fearing a loss of power
and influence. Especially felt in many Southwestern States,
with the immigrants’ increased population it would seem
that these “aliens” will soon gain the majority vote. Thus,
fearing the Hispanic’s increasing power and influence, they
are afraid of a power shift, a kind of social/political/cultural
takeover.
6. And finally, some are afraid for their own people’s
“racial purity.” Yes, for some, though not all, it is also a
race issue. They are afraid of the increasing racial and
ethnic diversity in this nation. Hispanics are resented
because they are not “white enough,” increasing racial fears
and anxieties. The above five fears will more than likely be
openly acknowledged and accepted by those who identify
with them. But only White Supremacy groups will readily
admit to a racial fear. Otherwise this racial fear is never
openly stated, admitted, or embraced. But the fear is there
and it’s real, perhaps merely hinted at, if referred to at all, a
subtle understatement, a mere intimation.
Some of these fears may have been expressed on the web,
others read about in newspapers or stated on TV news
stations. But taken collectively, these fears are a recipe for
extreme anger, resentment, and even hatred against a people.
And this indeed seems to be the case. And whether or not
these fears are justified is beside the point. It is what they
perceive and how they feel. And, as the saying goes,
“Perception IS Reality.”
How then can these fears be allayed and properly addressed?
For if these fears are not adequately dealt with, voices
speaking on behalf of immigrants will fall on deaf ears.
Have you ever tried saving a person in a panic of drowning?
They’re so busy flailing and thrashing about in the water that
they can actually take down the very person that swims up to
try and save them. Fearing for their very lives, believing that
their very lifestyle, freedoms, comforts, and securities are at
risk, immigration opponents are in no mood to negotiate or
compromise. On the contrary, they are becoming more
adamantly defiant and more recalcitrant in their defensive
reactions. For, as we know, passionate fears always shout
louder than reasoned arguments. It would seem that
immigration opponents are presently not only unwilling but
unable to listen to the agonies, fears, heartaches, and pains
of these so called “intruders” and “invaders,” the “illegal
aliens,” because they’re too busy thrashing and flailing.
They are in a panic and view these immigrants as nothing
less than The Enemy.
I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t have any easy solution to
offer. But there are some principles that come to mind as I
think of this heartbreaking, frustrating, and sensitive issue.
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First, how we speak on this issue is as important as what we
say. Anger begets anger. Hatred begets hatred, and so on.
Secondly, pooh-poohing real or imagined fears on one side
or the other only heightens and aggravates those fears all the
more. Third, to vilify one side over the other, painting one
side as pure and innocent victims and the other side as bad
and ugly villains, serves only to entrench the two polarized
camps, each seeing the other as an enemy that must be
destroyed. Fourth, engaging in a direct or indirect power
struggle only serves to escalate hostilities with an attitude
that one side must win at all cost, while the other side must
Sharing the Summer Harvest

Vegetable Basket
Again this year the Vegetable Basket program will
collect summer produce donated by farmers and gardeners
in southeastern Pennsylvania for delivery to food pantries
that serve low-income people:
Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church, Hatfield

Lamb Foundation Cornucopia Cupboard, North Wales
Hatfield Church of the Brethren, Hatfield
Keystone Opportunity Center, Souderton
Manna on Main Street, Landsdale
The Shepherd’s Shelf, Kulpsville

Ruth Swartley is working with the Food Trust to
coordinate this program. The weekly pick-ups will begin
on Monday, July 12, and continue every Monday
through September or as long as there is enough donated
produce to make the pick-ups worthwhile. Labor Day
pick-up will be Tuesday, Sept. 7th.
If produce becomes more abundant this summer, the
pick-ups may be expanded to two days a week.
Drop-off locations (on Monday mornings at 9:00am):
Deep Run East Mennonite Church
350 Kellers Church Road, Perkasie, PA
Blooming Glen Creamery Apartments
Route 113, Blooming Glen, PA
Mennonite Conference Center
529 Yoder Road, Harleysville, PA
Indian Valley Mennonite Church
190 Maple Avenue, Harleysville, PA
Plains Mennonite Church
50 Orvilla Road, Hatfield, PA 19440
Lamb Foundation (Cornucopia Cupboard)
114 N. Main Street, North Wales, PA
Care & Share Thrift Shoppe
783 Route 113, Souderton, PA*
(* drop off produce at the side door facing Route 113 )

For more information, see www.nutritioncoalition.org
or contact Moriah Zimmerman: 215-575-0444 or
mzimmerman@thefoodtrust.org

lose. And finally, the witness of Christ is to speak to the
Kingdom of God and His reign upon our hearts, souls, and
lives. As followers of Christ we must ask what this means
in practice for the believer with respect to our behavior and
our attitude toward all peoples. While realizing that nonChristians are not beholden to the rule of Christ in their
hearts, they are beholden to principles of justice and
goodness, as well as respect for the welfare and dignity of all
human beings.
-- Michael A. Meneses
Michael A. Menses is Pastor of Wellspring Church of Skippack

Philadelphia Churches Challenge
Immigration Enforcement Abuses
On Sunday afternoon, June 27, more than 300 people
gathered in South Philadelphia for a public forum on
immigrant rights, protesting abuses by city and federal
authorities. Among the participants were many from
Philadelphia Praise Center, a vibrant Mennonite
congregation that includes recent immigrants from
Indonesia and Latin America.
Last year, under a provision of federal immigration law,
Philadelphia agreed to make Police Department arrest
records available to ICE,* from which ICE often initiates
deportation proceedings against immigrants who have
been detained.
Representatives of the Mayor, District Attorney, and
Police Department were invited to hear first-hand about
the problems families have encountered with ICE
enforcement. Their stories described ICE action that was
initiated from arraignment records – often without regard
to whether the person arrested was actually convicted of
a crime, and including people who were listed as crime
victims or witnesses. Even legal permanent residents or
naturalized citizens have sometimes been detained by
ICE, and denied access to legal counsel and fair judicial
process.
Organizers of the public forum requested that
Philadelphia end ICE access to police arrest records,
which include the nationality of people in custody, and
bar city employees from contacting ICE.
Mayor Nutter has responded that he would like to end the
arrangement with ICE because Philadelphia immigrants
are now fearful of even reporting crime. However, other
parties to the arrangement – District Attorney Seth
Williams and ICE – are not ready to end it; so, when the
annual agreement expired July 1st, it was extended for
two months. The public protests are expected to continue
until ICE access to police records and the abuses end.†
____________
* ICE is U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
† See nsmphilly.blogspot.com for more details about this story
and the New Sanctuary Movement in Philadelphia.
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Peace and Justice Calendar
July 12th – late September 2010 Vegetable Basket Program.
Donated fruits and vegetables are collected from local farmers and
gardeners, coordinated by the Food Trust again this year.
(See details on page 3. )
July 25-28, 2010 (Sun-Wed., 7:00-8:30pm) Akron, PA
Adult VBS at Akron Mennonite Church with Carolyn Heggen.
Carolyn is a psychotherapist specializing in trauma recovery, is an
international trauma consultant and trainer. 1311 Diamond Street,
Akron, PA 17501. 717-859-1488 amc@akronmench.org
July 28-31, 2010 (Wed.–Sat.) AMBS, Elkhart, IN
Peace Among the Peoples: Overcoming the Spirit, Logic
and Practice of Violence – a gathering to reflect on the future of
the ecumenical peace movement. Many speakers and workshops.
Registration Cost: $250, plus meal & lodging options.
Location: Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, IN
For details, see www.peace2010.net

September 19, 2010 - Peace Sunday (or choose another date)
“Fear not, for I am with you.” Peace Sunday 2010 explores
the way fear affects us and our relationships and what effect it has
on our ability to make peace. Peace Sunday is now celebrated near
September 21, the international day of prayer for peace, as
suggested by Mennonite World Conference. Resources for Peace
Sunday are available at peace.mennolink.org/resources/psunday10
September 25, 2010 (Saturday, 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
Jobs, Justice & Economics – The church’s role in supporting
unemployed people and restoring sustainable jobs for all.
Keynote: Kim Bobo, exec. dir., Interfaith Worker Justice.
Location: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 8th & Walnut Streets.,
Allentown, PA. See jobs.ppjr.org for details.
October 16, 2010 (Saturday 9am -1pm) Philadelphia, PA
Urban-Rural dialog. Conversation about the meaning of
peace and justice in our work together – urban and suburban.
Location: Oxford Circle Mennonite Church.
Morning conversation will be followed with lunch provided by
urban congregations. Look for details later this summer.

Creating a Culture of Peace – 2010 sessions.
Basic training in the spirituality, practice and power of active
nonviolence. The following workshops will be held at
Kirkridge Retreat Center (Bangor, PA) CCP training is also
offered in other locations. See www.kirkridge.org for details
or contact Janet Chisholm, janetl@kirkridge.org, or 610588-1793.
Training includes a variety of presentation styles: lecture,
panel discussion, role-play, small and large
group sessions. Major topic include:
• spiritually-grounded peacemaker training
• exploration of violence & nonviolence
• analysis of how change occurs
• community-building
• project planning
Aug. 19-22, 2010 (Thurs. 6:30 pm dinner - Sun. lunch)
Registration $135; Lodging/meals $260. Discount for early
registration: $35. CEUs, scholarships, commuter discounts
available. Contact Janet Chisholm – see info. above.

Anti-Racism Training

October 17, 2010 (Sunday afternoon) Philadelphia, PA
Heeding God’s Call – Interfaith gathering to witness against
gun violence. Look for details later this summer.
February 11-13, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Spruce Lake Retreat
Immigration – with Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive Director,
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. There will be a separate
program for children. (See peaceretreat.ppjr.org for details)

Handguns in Pennsylvania
On June 9th, the Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court upheld
Philadelphia’s ordinance requiring gun owners to
promptly report lost or stolen firearms as soon as the loss
is discovered; and two weeks later Pennsylvania
Commonwealth Court upheld a similar ordinance in
Pittsburgh. This is welcome news for more than 40 other
Pennsylvania communities that have adopted similar laws.
On June 28th, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the
Second Amendment applies to state and local gun laws.
Therefore state and local governments may not ban handguns entirely; but the ruling still affirms reasonable
regulation of firearms.

Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
(no more sessions are scheduled this year)
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– August 9-11, 2010 (Mon.-Wed.) Paoli, PA
– September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Lebanon, PA
– October 22-24, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Cresco, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.
September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Living Festival. A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa.
See www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.

According to CeaseFire Pennsylvania, nearly 1200
Pennsylvanians die from gun-related injuries each year,
and in the last decade, 22 Pennsylvania law enforcement
officers have been shot and killed in the line of duty.

(see www.ceasefirepa.org for additional details)
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