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Welcoming the Stranger
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
Genesis 12:1-3
Throughout Biblical history, God’s people were often migrants or
exiles; and wherever they camped or settled, God instructed them to
welcome and protect strangers from other lands. We in turn are
entrusted with care for the strangers among us – the new immigrants.
In Eastern District and Franconia Conferences, it is often the new
immigrant congregations that are welcoming the new arrivals.
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Our 2011 winter peace retreat will focus on immigrants to the United States and
immigration issues – particularly the situation of undocumented immigrants. The next
several issues of PJN will include articles on various immigration issues and how our
churches are responding.
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Who are the U.S. immigrants, and where do they come from?
Ever since the earliest European settlers began arriving about 400 years
ago the land which is now known as the U.S.A. has seen a continual influx
of immigrants. Most of the 50 million or so Native Americans who
inhabited the land prior to that time were killed by conflict with the
European invaders or by the diseases such as smallpox, influenza,
bubonic plague which the Europeans brought with them.
Europe, of course, is no
longer the dominant source
of new immigrants. Of the
38 million* foreign-born
people now living in the
United States, about 30%
have migrated from Mexico.
Also among recent immigrants are refugees from
the U.S. wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq, and from Haiti
following the earthquake and
centuries of repressive colonialism: Spanish conquest, French slave-trade, then U.S. military
occupation and economic exploitation.
(continued on page2)
_____________
*Because it is not easy to make a reliable count of “undocumented” immigrants, there is a
considerable margin of error for estimates of foreign-born residents of the United States included
in this report.

Immigration Overview ... (continued from page 1)
Undocumented Immigrants
The U.S. has an estimated 10.7 million undocumented
immigrants, of whom about 100,000 live in Pennsylvania at
least part of the year. The largest category of “undocumented” immigrants – about half a
million arriving each year – are those
who enter the county illegally,
especially by crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border. There are almost as many who
enter the U.S. legally, usually with
tourist, student, or employment visas,
but remain in the U.S. after the visa
conditions have expired. Still others, in
smaller numbers, enter through fraud –
obtaining a visa under false pretenses,
s u c h a s “ ma i l -o r de r b r i d e ”
arrangements.
Undocumented workers are employed in many different
occupations – including management, business, professional,
construction, installation, repair, transportation and service
industries. In 2004, there were about 45,000 to 50,000
migrant or seasonal farm workers in Pennsylvania, including
about 20,000 undocumented immigrants, but nation-wide,
farm workers account for only about 3 or 4 percent of
undocumented workers.
Children and Youth
Many of the undocumented are children and youth who have
grown up in the United States, for whom English is their
primary or only language, and who consider the U.S. their
homeland. Federal law requires that public education be

parent is a legal resident. There have been many cases in
which undocumented immigrant parents of such children
have been detained and deported, sometimes forcing a child
to choose between staying in school or “returning” to a
country the child does not know.
Visa Restrictions for Family Members of US Legal Residents
Citizenship
Relationship of
Status of U.S. Immigrant to U.S.
Family Member Family Member*

Annual
Limit

Wait time for
Visas in this
Category

spouse, unmarried
minor child, parent

unlimited†

up to 12 mo.

unmarried adult
children

23,400

6 to 17 years

U.S. Legal
Permanent
Resident

spouse, minor child

87,900

4 to 6 years

unmarried adult
children

26,300

8 to 17 years

U.S. Citizen

married adult
children

23,400

9 to 18 years

U.S. Citizen

brothers and sisters
65,000
10 to 23 years
* A minor child (under age 21) cannot sponsor an adult parent.
†The annual limit for all family-based visas is 480,000; however, fewer
than 240,000 are issued each year.

Immigration Law Enforcement
About 400,000 immigrants are arrested every year by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and held in
detention centers until courts decide whether or not they
should be deported. Some of the arrests are conducted by
ICE during factory raids or door-to-door searches in
neighborhoods with large immigrant populations. ICE
agents have been known to use intimidation and ruses (such
as impersonating religious workers, couriers, or police) to
gain access to homes and detain occupants.
DHS – Department of Homeland Security –

includes two divisions responsible for
enforcement of immigration law:
• CBP – U.S. Customs and Border Protection
responsible for border security and apprehension
of people who enter the country illegally.
• ICE – Immigration and Customs Enforcement
enforces immigration laws within the U.S. interior.

provided for all children through high school. However,
after high school graduation undocumented children have
no rights of citizenship; they are not eligible for federal
education assistance; they are not eligible to work; and if
their parents are undocumented, they have no mechanism
even to apply for legal status.
Conversely, there are about 4 million children, born in the
U.S., who are therefore U.S. citizens (under the 14th
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution), whether or not either

State and local law enforcement officers may also be
authorized by Homeland Security to perform some
immigration law enforcement functions under Section
287(g) of the Immigration and National Security Act.
Some of those arrested are charged with crimes, but the
majority of them are detained for alleged violation of civil
laws, such as remaining in the U.S. with an expired visa, or
simple traffic violations, such as a broken tail light.
________
Forthcoming newsletters will cover ICE detention centers, U.S.
drug enforcement, and other immigration topics. Meanwhile, for
further reading see efpjc.ppjr.org.

Health Care
Pennsylvania “adultBasic” health insurance
The adultBasic health insurance program was launched in
2001 as part of the allocation of funds from Pennsylvania’s
share of the Master Settlement Agreement with tobacco
companies. The program was designed to cover the basic
health care needs of Pennsylvanians aged 19-64 who have no
health insurance and who meet certain eligibility
requirements. Tobacco Settlement Funds initially provided
for total adultBasic funding of $159.8 million. In 2005, an
agreement was reached with the Commonwealth’s four
nonprofit Blue Cross providers to contribute funds allowing
adultBasic to enroll additional individuals through what is
known as the Community Health Reinvestment Plan. By
2009-10, state Tobacco Settlement funding for adultBasic
had been reduced to $38 million, with Community Health
Reinvestment funds providing $125 million. The Community
Health Reinvestment agreements are due to expire in
December 2010, and without additional funding, adultBasic
will end, and nearly 40,000 people will lose their health
insurance.
Basic facts about adultBasic*
! The adultBasic insurance program provides basic care
to uninsured adults earning up to 200% of poverty.
! adultBasic currently serves 39,180 people in
Pennsylvania, down from 53,535 in Dec. 2006.
Funding is limited and enrollment figures are at their
maximum level.
! adultBasic has established an enrollment waiting list.
There are currently 390,131 people on the waiting list.
! adultBasic enrollees pay $36 per month for coverage.
Eligible Pennsylvanians on the waiting list have the
option of purchasing coverage at a cost of $600 per
month (up from $300 per month in 2009).
_________

*These numbers are current as of March 2010.

Growth in adultBasic waiting list
In the wake of the Great Recession, as unemployment
increased and more employers dropped employee health
plans, more uninsured Pennsylvanians have turned to
adultBasic. Currently, the waiting list exceeds 390,000
people - triple the number of people on the waiting list when
the recession started in December 2007.
In the 2009-10 budget, Governor Ed Rendell proposed an
expansion of adultBasic that would draw from federal
Medicaid funding, allowing enrollment to grow to 94,000
people by June 2010. Currently, adultBasic does not qualify
for federal Medicaid funds because it does not include a
prescription drug benefit or behavioral health coverage.
Despite Governor Rendell’s efforts to expand adultBasic, the
Legislature did not enact the plan.
AdultBasic will end in 2010 unless funding is secured

The Governor’s 2010-11 executive budget proposes $199
million in total state funds to maintain adultBasic enrollment

at 50,000 people. The bulk of that funding would come from
the Community Health Reinvestment Plan agreement, which
is due to expire in December 2010. The four Blue Cross
plans have not made any commitment to continue the CHR
contributions beyond this date. Until components of the
federal health reform law are implemented in Pennsylvania,
adultBasic will continue to be a critical lifeline for working
families who are unable to obtain adult health coverage.
H.B. 2455, introduced by House Majority Leader Todd A.
Eachus earlier this year, would ensure that the adultBasic
program receives sustainable funding from the Blue Cross
plans through 2014, and the Pennsylvania House “Home
Insurance Committee” held a well-attended public hearing
May 4th on adultBasic. Last year a bill to extend adultBasic
coverage was approved by the Pennsylvania House, but
rejected by the Senate.
See www.pahealthaccess.org/adultbasic-resources for
adultBasic updates; or for other Pennsylvania health care issues,
see www.pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/?cat=13 .

Afghanistan War: The Cost for Afghans
Last year the Obama administration initiated a military “surge”
in Afghanistan, which predictably has precipitated an escalation
of violence. David Wildman* recently compiled some of the
war’s consequences:

Agricultural production fell dramatically last year, and
45% of Afghans experienced "food poverty" (Brookings
index). In 2007, 42% of the population was below the
poverty line of $14/month (less than 50 cents/day).
Another 20% was only slightly above poverty line.
Each year 24,000 women die from complications related
to childbirth (before, during, after) because of lack of
healthcare. There are now 2,400 midwives, but the estimated need nationwide is for 8,000. 300-400 are trained
each year. At the current rate it will take at least 14 years
to train 5,600 midwives needed to cover all communities.
How about Marja? Since the US announced its plan to
protect the town, it has had more mines and IEDs planted
than ever before. The new mayor brought in to protect
and serve the people was out of the country for 15 years
and served 4 years in prison in Germany for assault. This
is the 3rd or 4th time NATO forces have “taken” Marja.
Each previous time, the Taliban waited and returned. In
one instance the Afghan police brought in were so corrupt
the town threw them out even before the Taliban returned.
8,000 troops (US/NATO & Afghan) came into a town of
75,000 - a ratio of 1 to 9. How long will they stay? Even
if it ultimately works, this is not a model that can be
replicated in a widespread way with current troop levels.
_____________

*David Wildman is co-author with Phyllis Bennis of “Ending
the War in Afghanistan: A Primer,” (Olive Branch Press: 2010).
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Peace and Justice Calendar
May 22, 2010 (Saturday. 1-5 pm) Frazer, PA
PeaceFest 2010 with live music and children’s activities.
Location: Frazer Mennonite Church, 57 Maple Linden Lane.
Frazer, PA 19355 See www.frazermennonite.org for details.
June 1, 2010 (Tuesday, 7pm) Allentown, PA
The Immigrant Sanctuary Movement, with
Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, Senior Pastor, Judson Memorial
Church, NYC. – a spirited speaker, writer, gardener, mother,
pastor, and author of over thirty books. Location: Hope UCC
Church, 1031 Flexer Ave., Allentown, PA. Ph: (610) 439-8118.
July 4, 2010 (Sunday) Christian Citizenship Sunday
MCUSA has discontinued official support for Christian Citizenship
Sunday; however, see worship resources available at
peace.mennolink.org/resources or www.ppjr.org/peace.
mid-July to mid-October, 2010 Vegetable Basket Program.
Donated fruits and vegetables are collected from local farmers and
gardeners, coordinated by the Food Trust again this year.
( Look for details in our July newsletter, or see efpjc.ppjr.org )
July 28-31, 2010 (Wed.–Sat.) AMBS, Elkhart, IN
Peace Among the Peoples: Overcoming the Spirit, Logic
and Practice of Violence – a gathering to reflect on the future of
the ecumenical peace movement. Many speakers and workshops.
Registration Cost: $250, plus meal & lodging options.
Location: Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, IN
For details, see www.peace2010.net

Creating a Culture of Peace – 2010 sessions.
Basic training in the spirituality, practice and power of active
nonviolence. The following workshops will be held at
Kirkridge Retreat Center (Bangor, PA) CCP training is also
offered in other locations. See www.kirkridge.org for details
or contact Janet Chisholm,
janetl@kirkridge.org, or 610-588-1793.
Training includes a variety of presentation
styles: lecture, panel discussion, role-play,
small and large group sessions. Major topic
include:
• spiritually-grounded peacemaker training
• exploration of violence & nonviolence
• analysis of how change occurs
• community-building
• project planning
Aug. 19-22, 2010 (Thurs. 6:30 pm dinner - Sun. lunch)
Registration $135; Lodging/meals $260. Discount for early
registration: $35. CEUs, scholarships, commuter discounts
available. Contact Janet Chisholm – see info. above.

Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
(no more sessions are scheduled this year)
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– August 9-11, 2010 (Mon.-Wed.) Paoli, PA
– September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Lebanon, PA
– October 22-24, 2010 (Fri.--Sun.) Cresco, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.

September 17-19, 2010 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Living Festival. A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa.
See www.paenergyfest.com for complete program.
September 25, 2010 (Saturday, 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
Jobs, Justice & Economics – The church’s role in supporting
unemployed people and restoring sustainable jobs for all.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 8th & Walnut Streets., Allentown, PA.
See ja.ppjr.org for details.
October 16, 2010 (Saturday 9am -1pm) Philadelphia, PA
Urban-Rural dialog. Conversation about the meaning of
peace and justice in our work together – urban and suburban.
Location: Oxford Circle Mennonite Church.
Morning conversation will be followed with lunch provided by
urban congregations. Look for details this summer.
October 17, 2010 (Sunday afternoon) Philadelphia, PA
Heeding God’s Call – Interfaith gathering to witness against
gun violence. Look for details this summer.
December 11, 2010 (Saturday) Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA
51st Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage which recalls the
journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in Bethlehem at
10:45 am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian
Church where the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join anywhere
along the way. The pilgrimage concludes at Christ United Church
of Christ in Bethlehem, around 5:30 for a light meal and program.
The evening speaker will be Nancy Tate, director of LEPOCO
Peace Center in Bethlehem. For details, see www.peacewalk.org
February 11-13, 2011 (Fri.-Sun.) Spruce Lake Retreat
Immigration – with Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive Director,
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. There will be a separate
program for children. (See peaceretreat.ppjr.org for details.)

Iraq and Afghanistan Wars: Cost to Taxpayers
(from 2001 through May, 2010)
U.S. total:
per household
Pennsylvania:
Bethlehem, PA
Bucks Co., PA
Montgomery Co., PA
Philadelphia, PA

$ 1,001,000,000,000
8,906
38,200,000,000
207,000,000
2,765,000,000
3,535,000,000
3,614,000,000

These figures are based on authorized military spending, but
include only incremental costs--additional funds that are expended due to the war. For example, soldiers' combat pay is
included, but not regular pay. Also not included are costs of the
“surge” (about $30 billion) not yet authorized by Congress, and
future costs to taxpayers, such as medical care for soldiers and
veterans wounded in the war, or interest payments on deficit
financing.

see costofwar.com for additional details
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