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Foxholes for the Homeless?
The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” John replied
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.”
Luke 3:10-11
The proposed U.S. defense budget for 2010 is $663.7 billion, about $1
million for each of the 670,000 homeless people in this country. The
U.S. also has several hundred billionaires, whose collective wealth is
about $1 trillion. The persistence of homelessness in US. is a matter
of political priorities – we have the expertise, the financial means, and
the Biblical imperative to end homelessness, but we continue to make
other choices. To whom does all that wealth really belong; and what
is the church’s role in seeing that everyone has a home to live in?

Pennsylvania: Who’s Homeless and Why?
Just as fever can be a symptom of many different ailments, so
homelessness is a symptom associated with a variety of different situations
– but broadly indicative of social dysfunction.
There are about 16,000 homeless people in Pennsylvania[1], and many
more who are on the brink of becoming homeless. In a January 2009
census of homeless people[2], 13% were chronically homeless, often
because of a serious mental illness or addiction to drugs or alcohol.
However, others, including 302 children, were temporarily homeless for
a variety of reasons, such as domestic violence, eviction from an apartment
or home, or release from prison or a treatment facility.
Although there are many
homeless people who
suffer from mental
illness, only about one in
400 people with mental
illness ends up on the
streets. What’s different
about the one who ends
up homeless? The first
difference is what
happens in early childhood: family estrangement, a loss of social
connectedness, multiple out-of-home foster care placements; or the trauma
associated with war – long before someone actually becomes homeless;
and the second difference is that mentally
continued on page2
.
* This report is based in part on presentations at a September workshop on homelessness
sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches.
See ja.ppjr.org or
efpjc.ppjr.org for additional information and resources on homelessness.
[1] National Alliance to End Homelessness, 2007 data.
[2] Point-in-Time Homeless Count (January 28, 2009) – Lehigh Valley and Northeast
Pennsylvania. A total of 738 people were counted – in shelters or in places not meant for
human habitation such as under bridges, abandoned buildings, or cars.

Who’s homeless?

(continued from page 1)

ill people who don’t become homeless have a strong support
network – people who love and care for them and help them
pull through tough periods.
People who are chronically homeless usually have a history
of abuse and neglect as children, and may themselves
become abusive. Also, people who have suffered from
domestic violence or child abuse, feeling hopeless and
traumatized, often turn to drugs and alcohol to hide the pain.
Domestic Violence:
In the Lehigh Valley, Turning Point maintains two shelters
where women and children – victims of domestic violence
– stay, typically for about 30 days. Some stay for only one
or two days while they arrange for another place; others
might stay for up to 45 days. About half of the adults go
from Turning Point to a “safe shelter,” which means
doubling up with a relative, living with parents, living with
a girlfriend, moving into their own rental housing, or moving

Pray the Devil Back to Hell
Award-winning Documentary Traces
Peace Efforts in Liberia That Helped
Banish Dictator Charles Taylor
Perkasie Mennonite Church screened a
newly-released international documentary
film on September 17 to members and the
community. The film Pray the Devil Back to Hell tells
the inspirational story of women caught in the middle of
a vicious civil war in Liberia who banded together to find
ways to bring peace.

out of the area. About one in three clients leave for unknown
outcomes – which often means returning to live with the
abuser again, since the abused adults may feel as though they
have no other options, without marketable job skills or
access to transportation and child care. And 6% of clients
who are homeless prior to coming to the shelter, are still
homeless once they leave the shelter.
Domestic violence victims who go to homeless shelters view
themselves differently than those who go to domestic
violence shelters, because society names them differently,
treats them differently, and therefore they think about
themselves differently. A woman who comes to a domestic
violence shelter is called a “victim”and a “brave survivor”
starting a new life. Those words are rarely used with a
woman who goes to a homeless shelter; and that distinction
permeates how the women see themselves.
A forthcoming issue of PJN will explore what church groups
can do to end homelessness in your community. Meanwhile,
see the links on our web page for further reading.
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Thousands of women — ordinary mothers, grandmothers,
aunts, and daughters, both Christian and Muslim —
came together to pray for peace and then staged a silent
protest outside of the Presidential Palace. Armed only
with white T-shirts and the courage of their convictions,
they demanded a resolution to the country’s civil war.
Despite bullets and threats of death and torture, the
women prayed, demonstrated for nine straight months,
and helped negotiate a ceasefire and a transitional
government which ousted dictator Charles Taylor.
One of the leaders of the movement, Leymah Gbowee,
helps narrate her story. Gbowee later was a student at
Eastern Mennonite University’s Institute of Conflict
Transformation. She has won numerous humanitarian
awards.
A New York Times columnist described the movie as a
story of the “power of ordinary people to intervene in
their own fate.” It was directed by Emmy-winning
director Gini Reticker.
Contact Becky Felton at Perkasie congregation if
interested in purchasing or borrowing a DVD of the film
at info@perkmenno.org . The film was being screened
at hundreds of locations in the U.S. and Canada in honor
of the International Day of Peace, September 21.

Homeless in Pennsylvania:

What does it take to end chronic homelessness? *

Over the past decade, more than 230 U.S. communities have
completed detailed plans for ending homelessness, and
another 130 communities have plans in development.[1] In
Pennsylvania, there is a state-wide “Agenda for Ending
Homelessness” as well as several regional plans including
“A Blueprint to End Homelessness in Philadelphia” and
“The Allentown Plan to End Chronic Homelessness in Ten
Years.” Are these plans realistic? What does it take to
actually end chronic homelessness? Here’s a quick overview of the Allentown plan, for which preparations began in
2006; and now two years into the implementation phase, it
appears to be working.
In January of 2006, some folks from the City of Allentown
began conversation with staff of the Lehigh County
Conference of Churches (LCCC) to discuss homelessness,
and specifically homeless camps. The City was particularly
concerned about public health issues with people living
outside in the camps. Huge piles of garbage were forming
around the camps where the occupants don’t necessarily
have a place to wash dishes or access to bathroom facilities.
The City of Allentown, with support of the
LCCC, convened a Commission of 53 people
representing almost as many different
government offices, hospitals, church-related
agencies and social service organizations –
every stake-holder they could imagine. By
bringing them all into the conversation
together, some creative ideas have emerged
that no individual agency could accomplish
alone.
The Commission formed a Steering Committee and four subcommittees (a Prevention Committee; two Intervention
Committees: “A” and “B”;
and an Infrastructure
Committee) to develop a ten-year work plan. In 2007, after
a year of hard work, the “Allentown Plan to End Chronic
Homelessness in Ten Years” was adopted, and now the
Commission and its committees are coordinating the Plan’s
implementation.
The Prevention Committee focuses on strategy needed to
keep people from becoming homeless in the first place. The
strategies include tenant education, rental assistance, job and
vocational training, employment services, intensive case
management services, and specialized services such as
support for women and children who are victims of domestic
violence.
Thus, for example, when someone receives legal notice of
eviction, the Prevention Committee has negotiated with the
legal system so that information about mediation services
and rental assistance is delivered with the eviction notice,
providing options to prevent the eviction from going through
in the first place. They also offer training for social service

providers and homeless advocates in how to prepare their
homeless clients for permanent housing. For children or
adults at risk of becoming homeless, they have created a
pocket-size resource card that lists the preventative services
which they are likely to need.
The Intervention A Committee is responsible for
systematically closing the homeless camps throughout the
city. It’s not the traditional way of simply bringing in the
bulldozers and evicting the occupants – which often just
results in the occupants opening a new camp or two. Rather,
the goal is to move people into healthy and safe indoor
accommodations. So, Intervention A developed a procedure
for closing camps which involves coordinating activities of
the health department, the police department, the department
of solid waste, and intensive case management social
services. Sometimes the camp occupants have helped with
the clean up when the city provides trash bags and gloves,
rakes and shovels and trailer-size trash bins. Homeless
people don’t especially want to live with the trash, but when
there’s nowhere for the trash to go – no curbside pick-up for
homeless camps – it keeps accumulating.
The Intervention B Committee focuses on addressing the
gaps and the barriers of the existing social services. For
example, when a person is discharged from the hospital –
sent home to recuperate – and there’s no home to go to, the
hospital needs to be in communication with the appropriate
social service providers. Similarly, for someone who has
lost basic identification documents – like Social Security
card, birth certificate, or drivers license, perhaps because of
drug addiction or because of incarceration – it can be very
difficult to apply for a job or even rent a room. In addition
to working on these issues, Intervention B has created an
electronic “Street Sheet” with frequently updated contact
information for many different service providers and a
summary of the services each provides – so that homeless
support people know what services are available.
The Infrastructure Committee focus is on
developing affordable housing.
Affordable housing is in short supply,
both locally and nationally, so the
responsibility of the Infrastructure
Committee is advocacy for services,
programs and policies at the local, state,
and national levels that help people to live
as independently as possible.

(continued on page 4)
* This article is based in part on a presentation by Lisa Pawlowski
at a September workshop on homelessness sponsored by the
Lehigh County Conference of Churches.
[1] National Alliance to End Homelessness. See web page
www.endhomelessness.org for links to local ten-year plans.
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Peace and Justice Calendar

What does it take ...

(continued from page 3)

Peace Sunday, 2009. For several years MCUSA has observed
Peace Sunday in early November.
Beginning this year, the
observance was quietly moved to coincide with the International
Day of Prayer for Peace (in September.) However, there are
resources which can be used on any Sunday of your choice.
See www.mennonitemission.net/resources/peacesunday/ or links
to other Peace Sunday resources at efpjc.ppjr.org.

The Infrastructure Committee focus is on developing
affordable housing. Affordable housing is in short supply,
both locally and nationally, so the responsibility of the
Infrastructure Committee is advocacy for services, programs
and policies at the local, state, and national levels that help
people to live as independently as possible.

November 10, 2009 (Tuesday, 7:30pm) Blooming Glen, Pa.
“Coal Country”, a new documentary about mountaintop removal
coal mining in Appalachia. At Blooming Glen Mennonite Church.
Contact: Sarah Witter 215-510-2979, or see to learn more about
the film, see www.sierraclub.org/coalcountry.

Commission members also work on other assignments, such
as an annual point-in-time survey (a one-day census of all
local homeless people), a Bi-County Affordable Housing
Summit (held in September), the creation of a regional
Housing Development Coordinator, a Community Land
Trust task force, a Bi-County Housing Task Force, and an
employer-assisted housing program.

December 12, 2009 (Saturday) Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA
50th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual
pilgrimage recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants
meet in Bethlehem at 10:45 am, and buses transport
pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center
Square where the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join
at any point along the way. The pilgrimage concludes
at Christ United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally. The evening speaker
will be the Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., pastor emeritus of
rhe Riverside Church .and President of Healing of the Nations
Foundation. For more information, see www.peacewalk.org.
Feb. 12-14, 2010 Spruce Lake Winter Peace Retreat.
Adult Program: “Compassionate Peacemaking:
Extending Hope And Healing To Those With Soul
Wounds” with Carolyn H. Heggen, an international trauma
consultant and trainer. There will also be peace activities for
children and opportunities for winter recreation.
For details, see enclosed flyer or efpjc.ppjr.org/efp102.htm .

Damascus Road Anti-Racism Analysis Training
February 26-28 (Fri.- Sun.) in Norristown, PA. Join us for an
in-depth study of systemic racism and a dismantling process that
is slowly transforming the Mennonite Church. Online registration,
English and Spanish brochures are available at
www.slf.franconiaconference.org. For information contact
Sharon Williams, 610-277-1729, sharonw@cavtel.net
or see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for other 2010 training sessions.
March 19-22, 2010 (Fri.-Mon.) Ecumenical Advocacy Days,
Washington, DC area. A Place to Call Home: Immigrants,
Refugees, and Displaced Peoples -- workshops on U.S. domestic
issues, eco-justice, Latin America, Jubilee economics, Africa and
the Middle East, co-sponsored by MCC Washington Office.
For further information. see www.advocacydays.org

Heeding God’s Call and
Mennonite Hunters Against Gun Violence
Colosimo’s Gun Shop in Philadelphia, notorious for it’s
frequent sales to “straw buyers,” is now closed. After
several months of negotiations, demonstrations, and civil
disobedience by the religious coalition “Heeding God’s
Call,” the U.S. Department of Justice filed charges against
Colosimo’s in September. Many of the handguns used in
violent crimes are obtained through straw purchase, in
which someone without a criminal record buys many
guns, then resells them on the street. “Heeding God’s
Call” is seeking state legislation to limit handgun sales to
one per month, similar to laws already in place in other
states, to reduce gun violence. Meanwhile they are
asking gun dealers to voluntarily sign on to a code of
ethics that would greatly reduce illegal gun trafficking.
“Heeding God’s Call” is now in conversation with people
in other communities about expanding the work against
gun violence.
The Peace and Justice Committee is exploring the
formation of new group “Mennonite Hunters Against Gun
Violence” to share in the work of education and public

policy advocacy about the consequences of
unrestricted gun trafficking. For more information,
contact James Longacre, in care of the Peace and
Justice Committee (see page 1). You can read more
about the Philadelphia action against gun violence in
the Sept.-Oct. 2009 issue of Prism magazine at
www.esa-online.org.
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50th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem

Christmas Peace Pilgrimage

Schedule: Participants will meet in the parking lot at 520 E. Broad
Street, Bethlehem (corner of Broad & Elm) before 11:00 AM. Buses
will transport pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square.

Saturday, December 12, 2009
Walk the Road of Peace For 50 years, during the Christmas season,
people who believe in the importance of Peace have been gathering in
Nazareth to walk the ten miles to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. This
pilgrimage, symbolic of the journey of Mary and Joseph, provides all of us,
those who walk, those who pass us on the highway and even those who just
read about the walk in the Sunday paper, with an opportunity to think about
what Christmas really means. Spend this one afternoon taking a stand for
what really matters. Come, walk with your family and friends, and make
new friends who seek a more peaceful world. If you are concerned about
your ability to complete the ten-mile walk you should know that there are
both frequent rest stops and relief transportation.
More than a Walk Even if you cannot walk a portion of the pilgrimage,
please consider participating in our related events. In addition to the walk,
there is a traditional hymn singing of Christmas carols at the Central
Moravian Church steps. Following the singing, we will walk to the Christ
United Church of Christ at Market and Center Streets for a simple supper
and to hear our guest speaker.

A 10:45 am Buses begin leaving from Bechtel Building parking lot,
(520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem) to Nazareth
B 12:00
Pilgrimage begins at Moravian Church, Nazareth
C 1:15 pm Rest stop, Trinity Lutheran Church on Rt. #191
just north of Steuben Road
D
2:30
Rest stop, First Baptist Church on Rt. #191 between
Oakland Road and Johnson Dr.
E
3:30
Light candles, First Church of the Nazarene,
1500 Linden Street, Bethlehem

F

4:30

Sing Christmas carols at the Central Moravian
Church steps, Main and Church Streets

G

5:30
Supper and Rally, Christ United Church of Christ,
Market and Center Streets

This year our speaker is the Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., President
and Founder of the Healing of the Nations Foundation of New York and
Senior Minister Emeritus of the Riverside Church. His presentation is
entitled "Get on the Path and Stay on the Path.”
Registration: To help us arrange sufficient food and bus transportation,

please register at www.peacewalk.org/Registration and include the names
of all people coming with you. You are welcome to come even if you have
not pre-registered. (Note: Supper is provided, but not lunch.)
You may join at any point along the way; but keep in mind that the times
listed are approximate. Dress appropriately for the weather; we walk in sun,
wind, rain or snow. Persons desiring overnight lodging or for more
information, call Fran Dreisbach at 610-258-7313, or the Lehigh County
Conference of Churches, 534 Chew Street, Allentown, PA 18102, 610-4336421, or visit our website:

www.peacewalk.org.

www.peacewalk.org.

