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Let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
– Matt. 5:16, NRSV
Again this month PJN highlights two congregations which are
actively engaged in peace and justice ministries. There are more stories
to come next month; and we would welcome stories from other
congregations for upcoming newsletters.
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Wellspring Church of Skippack (WCS) is surrounded on three sides by the
grounds of Graterford prison – a maximum security state prison -- seemingly an
appropriate setting for prison ministry. In 1979, pastor Charles "Charlie" Ness
sent a notice throughout Franconia Conference, inviting “anyone interested in
working with prisoners” to meet at Skippack Meetinghouse. From that group,
Ness formed a steering committee which began to lay the groundwork for a halfway house for people being released from prison, and led to the founding of
Liberty Ministries a few months later. Charles Ness left WCS (known then as
Upper Skippack Mennonite Church) in the late 1980's, and the church fell away
from prison ministries until 2007. Michael Meneses was called as pastor for
the congregation in 2001.

Since Graterford is our back yard, I thought “we can’t be
here and not have prison ministry as a congregation.” So
I talked to Charles Ness, and he said, “Well, I know
there’s an inmate – he’s a lifer named Charles Boyd; he
wants to restart a program that was begun back in 20002001 called restorative justice.” In 2007 I had no idea
what restorative justice was, but I said, “Yes, we want to
be part of that; we want to do something; because we want to be involved
in prison ministry.” So Ness connected me with the right people at
Graterford, which connected me with inmate Charles Boyd; and Boyd is
at the heart of the present on-going restorative justice ministry at
Graterford.
And so we came in to help Charles Boyd pick up where others had left off.

Church members Frank Boyd, Jake Lentz, and I go in once every week
on Thursday evenings to do our restorative justice (RJ) meetings with an
average of twelve to fifteen inmates. It is a ten week series. Every ten
weeks we start a new series with new inmates going through the
restorative justice process. When we first started doing this about two
years ago, we would come out, and Jake would say, (continued on page 2)
____________

*This report is adapted from a presentation by Michael Meneses during the 2009 Winter Peace
Retreat at Spruce Lake.

Wellspring Church

(continued from page 1)

“Do you know what’s going on?”And Frank would say,“Yes,
that’s a good question. What just happened? What do we
say? What do we do? What are we accomplishing?” So it
has taken us a while, and it’s still taking us time to fully
understand the restorative justice process.
Just what is this restorative justice thing, or process, or
procedure that we’re doing? So far, this is our take on what
we’re doing. When we asked the question, “Well, what is
restorative justice?” the first thing we were told by Charles
Boyd in our meetings is what it is not. It is different from
retributive justice. So what is retributive justice?
Retributive justice is characterized by just three basic
questions: 1) What law has been broken; 2) is this person
guilty of breaking that law; and 3) what is the punishment?
Restorative justice, then, is not a new program, and it’s not
a new set of judicial procedures, nor is it a replacement for
the judicial system as it is. It’s none of those things. We are
not trying to change the system. We are not trying to bring
in any new programs. We are not trying to change the
procedure. So what is it then?
So far, this is what we have learned by working with Charles
Boyd and the other inmates. Restorative justice is a way of
humanizing the judicial process within the present system
and procedures. And it’s a mindset, a concept or idea or set
of principles that we are working through. Restorative
justice presumes, by virtue of the crime that has been
committed, that there is a relationship between the offender
and the victim; and restorative justice offers a positive
practical way to express that relational dynamic, ipso facto,
to bring about positive change and renewal.
So from the offenders’ point of view, the offenders learn to
realize it’s not what they have done; it’s not a question of
what. It becomes a question of who. So they learn to ask,
not “What did I do wrong? What law did I break?” But
rather they learn to ask, “Who have I harmed?” And asking
that question of “who” there are other considerations. OK,
I harmed a person. I have a relationship to that person. I
violated that person’s trust, space, security, etc.
Because I did harm to that person, there are needs that arise
from that harm – consequences. And I ask the offender,
“What are that person’s needs now? What are the needs of
that person that come out of my violating that person; and
what are my obligations to that person now?” So it is a way
of getting offenders to take responsibility and to be
responsible. The offender begins to realize, “I can accept
responsibility. I’m human, and humans can accept
responsibility.
I can make it better. I am able. I will
respond. I can engage. I will account for or reckon for my
actions. I belong in relationship with the community.”
If you distance yourself, you don’t have to reckon with
anybody.
But once you say “I have wronged the
community”, it runs both ways. Once you say “I belong to
a relationship,” then you are accountable to that relation-

ship. Or vice versa: once you say “I’m accountable,” –
you’re accountable to someone, to the community, to the
relationship with a particular person. “I will seek help, and
I can change.” In short, it’s manning up, as Charles Boyd
says to the inmates. Manning up means simply this: “I must
consider my role as one who has hurt a fellow human being
and ask whom have I violated, what are their needs, and
what are my obligations in order to make things right?”
Victims have needs. Victims need information. They need
the truth. They need the “why me?” answered. The victims
need to be heard. They need empathy. They need restitution, restoration, recovery. They need visitation, empowerment; they need to return to normalcy. They need closure,
and they need to lead a life that positively goes on. Not that
it just goes on, but they need to go on in a positive way.
When I ask the inmates “What needs do you think victims
have?”, they often come up with many of these.

continued on page4
Restorative Justice at Graterford Prison
Charles Boyd’s Story
“We left the courtroom, being escorted by two sheriffs, we came
to a halt 25 feet or so away and awaited the elevator. Having
just been sentenced to a life sentence for murder and a
concurrent ten to twenty year sentence for robbery, my mind was
in a daze. While waiting for the elevator, my victim's wife and
daughter were coming down the corridor towards me. I could
feel her anger intensifying as she grew closer. I was so
overwhelmed with guilt, disbelief, shame, and confusion; so it
was very hard for me to hold my head up. But I conjured up
the energy to look my victim’s wife and daughter in their faces
as they passed within five or six feet of me. His wife gave me
this cold stare up and down while his daughter seemed to look
right through me or by me. I said, "Ma'am, I’m so sorry for
what I’ve done; I wish so much that I could change what
happened that day." She started crying hysterically. I’ll never
forget that encounter. I’ve never before, nor since, witnessed
anyone hurt as much as she did that day in the corridor. At one
point, between sobs, she asked, “How could you do such a
horrible thing.” I responded, “I don’t know. All I know is I’m
so sorry for what I’ve done; and I pray that one day you will be
able to forgive me.” When I mentioned the word forgiveness,
it seemed to wound her more, because she began to wail more
vehemently than before. I was terrified, literally standing there
shaking; and after what seemed like an eternity, the elevator
door opened, and the sheriffs and I got on. As I turned around,
I caught a glimpse of my victim’s wife still sobbing in her
daughter’s arms, as the elevator door closed, separating us,
possibly forever.”
Now Charles is not only a deeply, deeply spiritual man with a
faith centered in Christ, he’s a very humble, respectful, gentle
man, as I know him. Obviously he’s changed over the years he
has been housed at Graterford for what he has done. And he has
a passion for restorative justice; his vision overall is to see
restorative justice practices and principles and values spread
from the prisons to the local community to the city and the state
and beyond.

Souderton Mennonite Church
Creation Care Ministry Team
The Creation Care Minsitry Team at Souderton Mennonite
Church (SMC) began in February 2009 with sermons by
pastors Gerry Clemmer and Sandy Drescher-Lehman on
stewardship, broadly understood from a Biblical foundation
to be about not just time and money – but care for all of
God’s creation, the earth and the resources God has
entrusted to us. Ten people responded to an invitation to
brainstorm about what practical steps could be taken to
enhance the church’s environmental stewardship.
According to Administrative Pastor Dan Sell, three projects
have been started so far, and more ideas are under
discussion:
1) The church has been recycling paper on a commercial
basis for about three years, but now the Paper Retriever
recycling program has been expanded so that anyone can
drop off paper at the church’s recycling bin. The Paper
Retriever service (a subsidiary of AbitibiBowater
corporation), provides the paper bin, empties it regularly,
and pays the church for the paper collected (usually $15 per
month).
2) For activities at the church, people are now encouraged to
use mugs instead of paper or Styrofoam cups if beverages
are served. The mugs, of course, are washed and reused.
3) Instead of disposable plastic communion cups, the church
is exploring the use of compostable cups – which look like
the plastic ones, but they are made from vegetable byproducts, rather than petroleum, and decompose when
composted with other garbage.
What’s next? The team plans to begin networking with
other churches – through the Mennonite Creation Care
Network (see sidebar); and they are exploring green church
certification, which would involve many more changes to
church facilities and practices. Some general aspects of a

green church include: becoming energy efficient, using
church grounds in environmentally friendly ways, discontinuing the use of toxic materials, making environmentally
friendly investments and purchases, working to protect
vulnerable communities, and building or remodeling in
sustainable ways. For example, SMC is exploring the
benefits and cost of installing a geothermal heating and
cooling system to replace the non-renewable oil and gas
system at the church.

Creation Care Resources
Mennonite Creation Care Network
Mennonite Creation Care Network (MCCN) is a bi-national
Christian organization affiliated with the Mennonite Church
USA and the Mennonite Church Canada.
Beginning from a biblical and theological foundation regarding
the care of God’s Creation, the network is intended to support
and encourage environmental stewardship in a broad sense, by:
* engaging people in conversation with their peers;
* bringing experience to a community on a large scale;
* sharing resources and tools based on needs and requests;
* documenting lessons learned and best practices; and
* facilitating partnerships.
web address: mennocreationcare.org

Green Building Certification (LEED)*
LEED emphasizes state of the art strategies for:
• Sustainable site development
• Water savings
• Energy efficiency
• Materials selection
• Indoor environmental quality
For more about LEED program, see www.usgbc.org
_____________
* Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is a
widely-recognized voluntary program of the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC) to encourage the development of high-performance, sustainable buildings of all types.

Mennonite Church USA on U.S. Health Care Policy
Mennonite Church USA delegates meeting in Columbus,
Ohio, last month adopted a resolution on U.S. national health
care policy that reaffirms previous church statements
on Healthcare Access and Policy Principles, but
asks all members and congregations to take an
active role in the current public policy debate
on health care. The resolution reads, in part:
Whereas ....45.7 million Americans were uninsured in 2007
and many more are without health insurance today. Uninsured
Americans are predominantly members of lower-income
households and disproportionately members of minority
groups. The uninsured get less medical care and get it later
when it is less efficacious. The Institute of Medicine has
concluded that every year thousands of Americans die
prematurely from lack of health insurance.
[and whereas] ...The United States Congress is currently

considering legislation that could extend healthcare
financing to many of those who currently find it difficult to
get access to healthcare because they are uninsured.
Be it thereby resolved that:
– We will ask our members and congregations to urge their
congressional representatives to support legislation that would
extend access to healthcare to all Americans, particularly the
poor and disadvantaged, while we engage local healthcare
needs.
– We will work together with others to bring about this result.
– We will pray for healthcare access for Americans across our
land, as well as those working on behalf of this issue.

The full resolution and related resources from MCUSA,
MCC, and other organizations are posted on the web. See
the Health Care web link at efpjc.ppjr.org or contact us for
help in planning a discussion or letter-writing session.

Peace and Justice Calendar
Anti-Racism Training
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training
– February 26-28, 2010 (Friday-Sunday) Philadelphia, PA
Healing the Wounds of Racism
– September 18-20, 2009 (Fri.--Sun.) Lebanon, PA
– October 16-18, 2009 (Fri.--Sun.) Cresco, PA
see www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.
.
September 18-20, 2009 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Living Festival.
(Friday, Sept. 18, is student day).
A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability
and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community
Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa. See www.paenergyfest.com
for complete program.
September 25, 2009 (Friday, 7:00pm.) Lancaster, PA
Archbishop Elias Chacour, speaking at First Presbyterian
Church, 140 East Orange Street, Lancaster;
sponsored by Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness.
Father Chacour, Archbishop of the Melchite
Christian Church in Galilee, is founder of schools
serving nearly 3,000 youth in inter-faith and
multi-ethnic settings, author of Blood Brothers,
three-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee, stirring witness for peace
and reconciliation, and simple man of Galilee. For more details,
see www.LancasterInterchurchPeaceWitness.org
September 26, 2009 (Saturday 8:30am-3pm) Allentown, PA
Homelessness: Voices of Hope – the church and public
policy. Event will include keynote, two panel discussions, and
several workshops. Location: St. John’s UCC, 36 S. Sixth St.
Allentown. See enclosed flyer or ja.ppjr.org for details.
October 10, 2009 (Saturday 8:30am-12:00) Telford, Pa
Peace and Justice fall gathering – “Seeking Peace”
conversation about peace and justice work in our local
congregations, and introducing new peace resources.
Location: Franconia Mennonite Church, Telford, Pa.
See enclosed flyer or efpjc.ppjr.org for details.
October 17-18, 2009 (Saturday-Sunday), Harleysville, PA
“Poverty and Homelessness” – Salford Mennonite Church
• Saturday: 5:00pm-- Vegetarian supper
6:00-7:30pm – Activities for children and Adult Program
Edith Yoder of Bridge of Hope National will
speak about poverty and the challenges of
homelessness in Eastern Pennsylvania.
• Sunday:: 9:00am -- Worship service
Ron Sider of Evangelicals for Social Action,
will speak on "Biblical values surrounding God's concern
for the poor and a commitment to address domestic
poverty in our present economy."
10:30am – discussion with Ron Sider about
approaches to alleviating poverty in our community.
(For more information, see www.salfordmc.org )

December 12, 2009 (Saturday) Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA
50th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual
pilgrimage recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants
meet in Bethlehem at 11am, and buses transport pilgrims to
Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square where
the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join at any point
along the way. The pilgrimage concludes at Christ
United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around 5:30
for a light meal and rally. The evening speaker will be
the Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., pastor emeritus
of rhe Riverside Church .and President of Healing of the Nations
Foundation. For more information, see www.peacewalk.org.
February 12-14, 2010 (Fri-Sun.) Canadensis, Pa
Winter Peace Retreat at Spruce Lake –
“Compassionate Peacemaking” with Carolyn H. Heggen
_______________________________________________

Wellspring Church

(continued from page 2)

Offenders also have needs. They often say things like, I
need to be seen as human, not a monster, to re-humanize me
instead of dehumanize me.
I need more personal
empowerment, not less. Personal responsibility assumes
empowerment. A baby, for example, is not responsible for
very much, because a baby doesn’t have much power -- to
feed itself, clothe itself, etc. The more responsibility you
have, the more empowerment you assume. Offenders need
more empowerment to take on responsibility for facing what
they’ve done. They need to belong to the greater
community; they need their own restored self worth. They
need hope to change and develop and grow. They need to
believe their lives have value for living.
Now we can return to the question: what is restorative
justice? It is the concept, the ideas, the set of principles,
and the process of world view change; it assumes
connectivity in relationships, requires personal ownership
and commitment; and it involves everyone – all the
stakeholders: victims, offenders, families, community, etc.;
and it doesn’t replace any other process, system, or
authority.
At the end of each 10-week session, there is a closing
ceremony at which each prisoner receives a certificate for
attending the program, and each one shares his experiences
and what he has learned from the program. This summer a
group of Villanova University students have been invited to
come along side the Wellspring volunteers and help work on
a second level series for the inmates who have attended the
first 10 week series. This will help in the follow through.
It's very important to keep this program going as the inmates
cannot continue without outside sponsors.
“The Little Book of Restorative Justice,” by Howard Zehr is a good
introductory resource for understanding restorative justice.
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Seeking Peace

Peace and Justice Committee • Eastern District Conference • Franconia Mennonite Conference

A Conversation to Encourage Congregational
Justice and Peace Education and Action
Saturday, October 10, 2009
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Franconia Mennonite Church
Upper Fellowship Hall

Peace and Justice Fall Gathering

Seeking Peace:
A Conversation to Encourage Congregational
Justice and Peace Education and Action

Saturday, October 10, 2009
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Franconia Mennonite Church
Telford, Pa
Seek peace and pursue it.

Seek peace and pursue it. Psalm 34:14
Program:
8:30 a.m.

Opening Meditation: For Such a Time As This: On Not Giving In
– James C. Longacre

9:15 a.m.

Some Things We’ve Tried
– Sharing what’s happening in our congregational peace efforts

10:15 a.m.

Break

10:30 a.m.

Maximizing Peace Witness and Peace Education among Conference
Congregations: On Getting More Done -Brainstorming on ideas for collaboration and ownership of specific issues

Program:

• Dialogue - How can PJC best support peace and justice work in your
congregation?

And more:

Coffee, juice, pastries; resource displays

--Served by Bally Peace Prayer Group

9:00 a.m.

Psalm 34:14

• Reflection – “For Such a Time as This: On Not Giving In” James C. Longacre
• Conversation – sharing peace work happening in our congregations
• Collaborative Peace Witness – how can we work together more effectively?
• Resources for teaching peace:
– Parenting/Children
(Ellen Longacre)
– Conscientious Objection (Anne Yoder)
– Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) (Curtis Book)
– Pastors (James C. Longacre)
– Guest speakers for teaching / preaching

Registration, Resource Displays
Coffee, Juice, and Pastries

11:00 a.m Useful Resources for Teaching Peace
– Collected by PJC Members
• Parenting/Children
– Ellen Longacre
• Conscientious Objection
– Anne Yoder
• Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) – Curtis Book
• Pastors
– James C. Longacre
• Guest speakers available to teach and preach in congregations

What to bring:
Stories, displays, or handouts to share – about peace & justice or sustainable
living practices happening in your church, home, or community

11:30 a.m.

Where to from here? How can the Peace and Justice Committee be
supportive of congregational efforts?
– Dialogue led by Bob Walden, PJC Chair

11:50 a.m.

Closing prayer and blessing

Location:
Franconia Mennonite Church, 613 Harleysville Pike, Telford, Pa.
(meeting in Upper Fellowship Hall)

For more information or to RSVP (by October 7th – not required but appreciated)
Contact us by email: seekpeace@ppjr.org
or by phone:
James C. Longacre, 610-845-7686, or Robert Walden, 610-861-0653.
See our web announcement for more details: efpjc.ppjr.org

Sponsored by the Peace and Justice Committee, Eastern District Conference &
Franconia Mennonite Conference of Mennonite Church USA.

For more information or to RSVP (by October 7th – not required but appreciated),
Contact us by email: seekpeace@ppjr.org
or by phone:
James C. Longacre, 610-845-7686, or Robert Walden, 610-861-0653.
See our web announcement for more details: efpjc.ppjr.org

Lehigh County Conference of Churches: Justice and Advocacy

Homelessness: Voices of Hope*
Saturday, September 26, 2009

Homelessness: Voices of Hope
Saturday, September 26, 2009
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
St. John’s United Church of Christ
36 S. Sixth Street
Allentown, PA 18101
610-433-0146

Keynote:

Paul Lucia, Presbyterian Committee on the
Self-Development of People

Homelessness: Voices of Hope
Our fall seminar will focus on Homelessness and Public Policy, including
an overview of the circumstances that contribute to homelessness in the
Lehigh Valley. Program participants will include homeless people. There
will also be workshops that present opportunities for congregations to be
engaged in preventing or reducing the trauma of homelessness.

Panel Discussion (morning session):
• Who’s Homeless in the Lehigh Valley

Panel Discussion (afternoon session):
• Responding to the Trauma of Homelessness:
Children, Veterans, Victims of Domestic Violence

Workshops:
• Voices of Hope - newspaper published by and for Lehigh Valley
people who are or have been homeless

• Homelessness, Networking, and Public Policy
• How You and Your Congregation Can Reach Out to
People Who Are Homeless
• Measurable Community Progress Toward Ending Homelessness

Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided (donations accepted)
Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches (Justice and Advocacy
Committee). Pre-registration is appreciated, but not required. For further

information, contact the LCCC office at 610-433-6421 or ja@ja.ppjr.org,
or see our web announcement for more details: http://ja.ppjr.org.

8:30 am
9:00
9:15-10:15
10:15-11:10

Registration, Displays, Breakfast goodies, coffee/tea
Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview
Keynote presentation: Paul Lucia
Panel Discussion 1:
Who's Homeless in the Lehigh Valley
11:10-11:25 Break
11:25-12:25 Breakout session 1 (parallel workshops)
12:25-1:00pm Lunch
1:00-1:55
Panel Discussion 2:
Responding to the Trauma of Homelessness:
Children, Veterans, Victims of Domestic Violence
2:00-3:00
Breakout session 2 (parallel workshops)
3:00
Adjourn

*This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and
schedule updates, and for program details, directions and parking information, at
ja.ppjr.org or Email: ja@ja.ppjr.org or call the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.

