
Peace and Justice news
June 2009   Vol. 5, No. 2

Peace and Justice Committee
Eastern District Conference
Franconia Mennonite Conference
Mennonite Church USA

An occasional newsletter for local
church peace representatives
_________________

Contents 

! The Church in Action . . . . . . . 1

– Prison Ministry and Environmental
Justice at Fairfield Mennonite . . . 1

– Creation Care at
Zion Mennonite Church   . . . . 2

– God’s Acre at 
Bally Mennonite Church   . . . . 3

– Heeding God’s Call: Philadelphia
Witness Against Gun Violence   3

! Vegetable Basket project 
2009 update      . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

! Peace & Justice Calendar . . . . 4

! Health Care for Some of Us? . . 4

______________

Contact us:

    The Church in Action   
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but do not have works? ...   Show me your faith without works, and I
by my works will show you my faith.     – James 2:14a,18b, NRSV

This issue of PJN highlights a few congregations and individuals who
are actively engaged in peace & justice ministries in a variety of ways–
prison ministry, creation care, and confronting gun violence. We
welcome stories from other congregations for forthcoming newsletters.

Prison Ministry and Environmental Justice at
Fairfield Mennonite Church

Fairfield Mennonite’s connection with prison ministry began when Joyce
Shutt,  pastor emeritus of Fairfield Mennonite Church (FMC), became
involved with the Pennsylvania Prison Society (PPS) as a result of
problems within her family.  That led Joyce to develop an informal prison
ministry in the late 1990s; and since 2000 she has taken a  leadership role
in several Adams County programs that support offenders during and after
incarceration.    Since 2001 she has convened the Adams County chapter
of the Pennsylvania Prison Society.   Joyce has served on the board of
South Central Community Action Program (SCCAP) for over five years
and has assisted in setting up SCCAP’s projects for
both female and male prisoners; more recently,
Joyce has been a significant presence in the Re-entry
Coalition that helps to prepare soon-to-be released
prisoners for returning to community life.

Then early last year Brenda Walter, FMC’s current pastor, decided to
volunteer with the SCCAP reentry program and discovered there were
other church members working there as volunteers, including Gene Long
who  is a volunteer at the SCCAP Re-Entry Center and offers anger
management counseling; and Julie Wasley, who does “life wheel” assess-
ments with the men and women to help discern what are the most pressing
issues facing them before and after release and what they need to work on
first.  Also, Earl Shutt is treasurer for the local Prison Society chapter and
Positive Impact.  He also does taxes for the men and women who are
incarcerated at the Adams County Adult Correctional Complex.   Brenda
said to the other volunteers, “We’re all here as individuals.  Why aren’t we
collectively supporting each other as a church?“  So the church formed a
prison mission committee which began to explore how the church could
be more directly involved in prison ministry.

They  negotiated with the Adams County prison to allow several men to start
coming to church while they are still in work release, so that when they are
released meaningful trust relationships                          (continued on page 2)



Fairfield Mennonite Church  (continued from page 1)

will have been established.  The church has installed a
shower and remodeled a room to serve as a transitional
shelter for men or women when released.  The transition
apartment had its first occupant last summer.   Also, a couple
of church members have provided temporary homes for
young men coming out of prison on probation.   And now
Brenda Walter has completed formal training in a  program
called Family Group Decision Making (FGDM), which is
being used  in Adams County with the inmate/probation
population

Adams County Correctional Facility has both a maximum
security prison and a work release facility, where men and
women are housed who go out into the community to work,
or to counseling or other skills building activities.  Church
members learned that it is not difficult to get approval to
provide transportation for work-release inmates.  (The prison
requires volunteer drivers to provide a copy of drivers
license, car insurance, and registration; then does a
background check.)

Through the prison work-release program, a number of FMC
folks are now  involved in transporting men and women to
and from the church when they do community service.
Work release men and women help with the church’s annual
International Gift Festival, the monthly food pantry
distributions, making bedding for Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) and other organizations, cleaning the
church, doing outdoor work, and installing new lighting.    In
fact, they also helped to construct the new community food
pantry building.
 

Church members are gardening with work release prisoners,
which is a good opportunity for church members and
prisoners to talk with each other; and there is now a garden
at the prison as well, through the efforts of  SCCAP.

Environmental Committee
Fairfield Mennonite Church (FMC) also has an
Environmental Committee, led by Audrey Hess and Fred
Oberholtzer, which has given considerable attention to
“greening” the church (making the building more energy
efficient and the church more environmentally friendly.)
The church began with an energy audit, installed a
programmable thermostat, added attic insulation, and
installed fluorescent lighting.   Much of the work for these
and other renovations is being done by work-release
prisoners.   The committee has also participated in
community activities, including Adams County Earth Day
observance with an “earth dinner” from local farms. 

Committee meetings include discussion of personal and
collective life-style choices, sustainable living, and exploring
new ideas to “green” the church and community.

Prayer Vigil and Peace Walk
Fairfield Mennonite Church also hosts a Community Prayer Vigil
and Peace Walk on the fourth Friday evening of every month
Following the prayer time in the sanctuary, there is a candlelight
walk through town to continue praying for peace.

Fairfield Mennonite Church volunteers work with
these programs in Adams County, Pennsylvania

• South Central Community Action Programs, Inc (SCCAP)
provides coordinated human services to low income people in
Adams and Franklin Counties of Pennsylvania.  SCCAP is a
private non-profit corporation, which provides access to a vast
variety of services at one stop.
-- SCCAP's Prison and Probation Re-Entry Services
program provides basic life skills training, case management,
and counseling.  Program director Lisa Connolly has helped
Fairfield Mennonite Church develop a re-entry support plan.

• The Pennsylvania Prison Society (PPS) facilitates prison
visitation and advocacy for inmates, and provides assistance to
men and women released from prison. (See our May newsletter
for more about PPS).

• The Community  Re-Entry Coalition (CRC.) of the Healthy
Adams County Task Force is a  collaborative partnership of
citizens and organizations dedicated to developing a
coordinated, community-based  system designed to prepare
offenders to successfully re-enter  society. 

• Positive Impact offers housing and re-entry services to people
coming out of prison when domestic violence is involved.

• Family Group Decision Making (FGDM)  is a  re-entry
program (developed in New Zealand) which brings together
family members and others with significant relationship to the
ex-offender for discussion about how to best support re-entry. 

Zion Mennonite Church
Creation Care Committee
Last year, in recognition of the need to take care of God's
creation, a creation care committee formed at Zion
Mennonite church in Souderton.  The committee serves as a
resource to the congregation to provide information about
environmental issues, oversees church events to provide an
environmentally centered approach, and meets monthly to
review congregational habits and plan for the future.  Prior
to the formation of the committee, the church had already
taken steps towards energy efficiency by installing energy
efficient light bulbs and a temperature control system.  Since
the formation of the committee styrofoam cups have been
replaced with ceramic mugs, the dishwasher was upgraded
and a paper recycling program was started.  In the future
they have plans to establish a more extensive on-site
recycling program and plans to take advantage of the
benefits of electronic media.            – Jason Hedrick
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Bally Mennonite Church:  God's Acre
This spring, the Longacre family at Bally Mennonite Church
has made  available an acre of farmland adjacent to the
church for congregation  and community gardens.   The field
was plowed this spring,  marked off for individual and group
garden plots, and after delays due to the wet, cold weather,
the planting began on Saturday, May 23rd. 

The project, known as God's Acre,
includes a "main boulevard", with
arches, flower borders, family and
individual patches, butterfly garden,
pizza garden and also "share plots"
where volunteers are raising food to
share.
People from the community, as well
as church members, have been
invited to sign up for garden plots.

Every Saturday morning--8am until noon--is the scheduled
time for  group gardening at God's Acre, but gardeners are
welcome to come at any time.
After Sunday School on May 24th, the garden was
dedicated, and children were invited to sow sunflower seeds
that will grow into a  tall, green leafy structure--a wonderful
child-friendly place called  Sunflower House 2009.

Heeding God’s Call    
Philadelphia Witness Against Gun Violence
Pennsylvania cities,  including Allentown, Bethlehem and
Philadelphia have been frustrated by the refusal of the
Commonwealth Legislature to allow them to control the
flow of illegal firearms used to commit violent crimes in our
communities. However, late last year, the national Mayors
Against Illegal Guns Coalition was successful in getting
Wal-Mart, the largest national retailer of guns, to sign a
Partnership Agreement  based on a 10-point Code of
Conduct for how gun purchases should be conducted to
eliminate “straw purchases” of weapons most likely to be
used to commit crimes.

In January, a coalition of  religious communities in
Philadelphia – Christian, Jewish, and Muslim -- began
negotiation with James Colosimo, the owner of a Philly gun
shop, to sign the Code of Conduct.  Colosimo’s gun shop
was chosen because it is notorious for the number of guns
sold that end up in the hands of criminals.   After several
weeks of negotiations, when Colosimo still declined to sign-
on to the Code of Conduct, the Philadelphia “Witness on
Gun Violence” coalition organized protest demonstrations.

A dozen people were arrested for nonviolent civil
disobedience at the store, including Mennonites Fred
Kauffman (MCC staff), and Drick Boyd (a member of West
Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship).  Their trial was held on
May 26th, and all twelve were acquitted, following
testimony, which according to some observers made it
appear that Colosimo’s Gun shop was on trial, and not the
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Sharing the Summer Harvest

Vegetable Basket

Again this year the Vegetable Basket program will
collect summer produce donated by farmers and gardeners
in southeastern Pennsylvania for delivery to food pantries
that serve low-income people:
  Cornucopia Food Cupboard ,  North Wales
  Emmanuel Evangelical Congregational Church , Hatfield
  Hatfield Church of the Brethren ,  Hatfield
  Keystone Opportunity Center ,  Souderton
  Manna on Main Street ,  Landsdale
  The Shepherd’s Shelf ,  Kulpsville

  Ruth Swartley is working with the Food Trust to
coordinate  this program.  The weekly pick-ups will begin
on Monday, July 13, and continue every Monday
through September or as long as there is enough donated
produce to make the pick-ups worthwhile.  Labor Day
pick-up will be Tuesday, Sept. 8th.
  If produce becomes more abundant this summer, the
pick-ups may be expanded to two days a week.

Drop-off locations (on Monday mornings at 9:00am):

Deep Run East Mennonite Church
  350 Kellers Church Road,  Perkasie, PA
Blooming Glen Creamery Apartments
  Route 113,  Blooming Glen, PA
Mennonite Conference Center
  771 Route 113,  Souderton, PA 
Indian Valley Mennonite Church  
  190 Maple Avenue, Harleysville, PA
Plains Mennonite Church  
  50 Orvilla Road, Hatfield, PA 19440 

For more information, contact Moriah  Zimmerman: 
215-575-0444 or   mzimmerman@thefoodtrust.org

 people arrested. Fred Kauffman concluded his testimony, 
“Why did I sit in the doorway of Colosimo’s? It is a business
that profits from blood money. In the tradition of the Hebrew
prophets and of Jesus, I sat there to crack open society’s
acceptance of ‘how things are done,’ ‘ business as usual,’ so
that new and more peaceful ways can be imagined.  I had to
do something.”    
Although the owners of the gun shop have still not agreed to
sign the Code of Conduct, the pressure is on, and with
demonstrations continuing around the shop,  the court
decision is clearly a victory for the movement in
Pennsylvania to restrict the flow of illegal fire-arms.



Peace and Justice Calendar

July 5, 2009  (Sunday) Christian Citizenship Sunday
MCUSA has discontinued official support for Christian Citizenship
Sunday;   however, see worship resources available at
     peace.mennolink.org/resources or www.ppjr.org/peace.

mid-July to mid-October, 2009    Vegetable Basket Program.
Donated fruits and vegetables are collected from local farmers and
gardeners, coordinated by the Food Trust again this year.
(See details on page 3.)

Creating a Culture of Peace  –  2009 sessions.
Basic training in the spirituality, practice and power of active
nonviolence.  The following workshops will be held at Kirkridge
Retreat Center (Bangor, PA)    CCP training is also offered in
other locations.  See  www.kirkridge.org for details or contact
Janet Chisholm, janetc@kirkridge.org, 845-641-3648 
or 610-588-1793   Training includes a variety of presentation
styles: lecture, panel discussion, role-play, small and large group
sessions.  Major topic include:

• spiritually-grounded peacemaker training
• exploration of violence & nonviolence
• analysis of how change occurs
• community-building
• project planning

Sept. 10-13, 2009    (Thurs. 6:30 pm  dinner - Sun. lunch)
Registration $135;   Lodging/meals $260.   Discount for early
registration: $35.  CEUs, scholarships, commuter discounts
available. Contact Janet Chisholm – see info. above.

September 18-20, 2009  (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable 
Living Festival .         (Friday, Sept. 18  is student day).  
A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability
and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community
Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa.   See   www.paenergyfest.com
for complete program. 

Anti-Racism Training  
Damascus Road – Anti-Racism Analysis Training 
– October 15-17, 2009   (Thursday-Saturday) Lancaster, PA
– February 26-28, 2010  (Friday-Sunday)  Philadelphia, PA

Healing the Wounds of Racism 
– September 18-20, 2009   (Fri.--Sun.)   Lebanon, PA
– October 16-18, 2009  (Fri.--Sun.)   Cresco, PA
see   www.ppjr.org/ltrain for details on all of these sessions.

September 26, 2009   (Saturday   9am-3pm) Allentown, PA
Homeless in Pennsylvania  – the church and public policy
See  ja.ppjr.org for details.

October 10, 2009  (Saturday) – look for details in July
Peace and Justice fall gathering –  sharing about peace
and justice work in our local congregations, and introducing
new peace resources.   (See http://efpjc.ppjr.org)
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October 17-18, 2009  (Saturday-Sunday), Harleysville, PA 
“Poverty and Homelessness” – Salford Mennonite Church
• Saturday:    5:00pm-- Vegetarian supper

6:00-7:30pm  –  Activities for children and Adult Program
          Edith Yoder of Bridge of Hope National will speak

      about poverty and the challenges of homelessness in
      Eastern Pennsylvania.

• Sunday: :   9:00am -- Worship service
          Ron Sider of Evangelicals for Social Action, will speak 

     on  "Biblical values surrounding God's concern for the 
     poor and a commitment to address domestic poverty in 

           our present economy." 
     10:30am –  discussion with Ron Sider about approaches     

alleviating poverty in our community. 
(For more information, see  www.salfordmc.org )

December 12, 2009   (Saturday) Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA
50th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage  This annual
pilgrimage recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants
meet in Bethlehem at 11am, and buses transport pilgrims to

Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square where
the Pilgrimage begins. Pilgrims may join at any point
along the way. The pilgrimage concludes at Christ
United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around 5:30
for a light meal and rally. The evening speaker will be
the Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr. , pastor emeritus

of rhe Riverside Church .and President of Healing of the Nations
Foundation.    For more information, see www.peacewalk.org. 
 

Health Care for Some of Us?

As this newsletter goes to press, there is
intense national debate about the future off
the U.S. health care system. Health 
insurance corporations, drug companies, and various
service providers are “investing” heavily in advertising
and lobbying members of U.S. Congress. And in
Pennsylvania, there are several legislative proposals–two
already signed by Governor Rendell, and others still on
the table--to extend health care insurance or medical
benefits to more of our uninsured people.  

Although Mennonite Church USA is putting much effort
into setting up a new mutual aid health insurance program
(the “Corinthian Plan”) for pastors and church staff,
Mennonite church agencies have otherwise been
remarkably silent on an issue that so profoundly affects
the financial health of our churches and their constituent
members (not to mention a few other folks in our
communities without access to basic health care.)    

The summer 2009 issue of MCC Washington Memo
includes an overview of the legislative  debate.  For more
details about the issues (and the MCC Washington
Memo), see the“ Health Care” link at   efpjc.ppjr.org , or
give us a call.             rw 


