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they will be poor no more ...
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. ...”
-- Luke 6:20-21 NRSV
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Sister Helen Prejean
A Spiritual Journey to Death Row
Sister Helen Prejean began her conversation with folks gathered at Salford
Mennonite Church with her story of the spiritual
journey that has led her to be widely recognized as an
articulate opponent of capital punishment. Sister
Helen joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Medaille in
1957; and for a number of year cultivated her
devotional life while teaching 7th and 8th graders.
Toward the end of the 1970s there was concern
expressed among the Sisters of St. Joseph that so few of them were
working directly with poor people. Sister Helen didn’t get it – this
emphasis on social justice, “because I had my spiritual life set. The
spiritual body said that prayer was important and praying for people was
important. I knew that Jesus said very clearly that ‘my kingdom is not of
this world,’ and there’s nothing you’re going to be able to do to change
earth into a heavenly kingdom.. We all die, we’ll go to God then; some
people are poor; and they may suffer more, but they are going to have a
greater reward in heaven.
“The turning point, came when we went to a convent in Terre Haute, and
there was a sister who was going to come talk to us for three days.
She was one of those “social justice” people – three days talking about
housing for the poor, racism, ... three days of “social justice.”
“So I said, well maybe by the grace of God I would come through
unscathed. And the first day I did. Sister Marie presented the typical
stuff about wealth and poverty--first world countries like the U.S. with 5%
of the world’s population using 40% of the world’s resources, and so on.
Discerning God’s Spirit
“How do we know when God’s spirit is moving in us? or recognize the
spirit that might not be of God? When we are doing what God wants us
to, we experience peacefulness. St. Ignatius compares the Spirit’s
movement to a drop of water that falls on a sponge and gently penetrates
into it
(continued on page 2)

A Spiritual Journey ...

(continued from page 1)

“And when we are not where God wants us to be, and God
is trying to call us to another level, we’re agitated, and I was
agitated like a Whirlpool washing machine around social
justice. But then Sr. Marie got to me. On the second day, she
said lets talk about Jesus, and she said this line: ‘Jesus
preached good news to the poor.’
“I thought I knew what was coming next. About how every
hair on your head is numbered, how no sparrow falls to the
ground, how loved we are by God, and so close to God that
we just turn, go into a room, God’s there, and God is so
intimate, so close you can call God “Abba, Daddy.”
That’s what I thought Jesus was saying.
“‘Jesus preached good news to the poor, and how they are
loved of God”, which of course Jesus did say. But what she
said was, after that – the good news that Jesus preached to
the poor people was that they would be poor no longer. Then
I thought, ‘where did he said that?’ -- and then I got it!
“Did you ever think, what was it about Jesus that angered the
Roman leaders, the temple cult leaders in Jerusalem, so
much? If he had been a dreamy preacher who would gather
people on the hillsides to tell them how much God loved
them – people with guitars singing and sharing with each
other; then everybody would go home.
“And Rome would never have killed Jesus. What did he do?
What I finally came to understand was that Jesus came to
create a community that was radical in its equality and its
inclusiveness. That ‘they would be poor no longer’ means
‘because now they would belong to a community of people
among whom those who have more than they need would
share with those who don’t have what they need.’ And
women were in the community and children (in first century
Palestine, they weren’t even considered persons); but Jesus
invited children into his kingdom.
“For three hundred years Christians lived so that everyone
could see how people of different races, slave and free, and
women and men and people of all classes and backgrounds
were coming to be part of this Jesus community.

how her spiritual transformation led to encounters with death
row inmates and her resolve to expose the abuses of
America’s criminal “justice” system.
For more information about Sister Helen Prejean and the
death penalty, see http://efpjc.ppjr.org/issues/prison.htm
the Death Penalty in Pennsylvania*
Wrongful Conviction
• Since 1973, in the United States at least 123 death
row inmates have been released after evidence
proved their innocence.
• Six men have been wrongfully convicted and
released from Pennsylvania’s death row, twice as
many people as the state has executed.
• In 2003, Nick Yarris was released after spending 21
years on death row. Nick was the victim of a
jailhouse snitch, prosecutorial misconduct, and
botched DNA testing before he was finally released.
Inadequate Legal Counsel
• More than 90 percent of Pennsylvania’s death row
prisoners were too poor to afford a lawyer for their
initial trial.
• The Pennsylvania State Supreme Court released a
report in March 2003 which emphasized that the
state is failing to provide adequate counsel to
indigent capital defendants.
• After sending an individual to death row,
Pennsylvania provides no state funding for
post-conviction legal defense.
Racial Bias
• Of the more than 200 death row prisoners in
Pennsylvania, almost 70 percent are people of color.
• Of states with more than 10 people on death row,
Pennsylvania and Texas have the largest percentage
of minorities on death row nationwide.
• Independent researchers found that, even after
controlling for case differences, blacks in
Philadelphia were 3.9 times more likely to get the
death penalty than other defendants who committed
similar murders

We also know what ruined it; it ended when Constantine
held up the cross – that symbol of execution. Jesus said
‘forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing’; but
* from Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
Constantine held it up as the symbol of victory in war. And
www.pa-abolitionsts.org
then we were just like the Romans, because the
Romans’ way of getting to Pax Romana was
loyalty to the Emperor, war, victory, peace!
Pennsylvania Death Row Inmates (224 total - Nov. 2008)
Jesus came to establish community that was just
by race/ethnicity by gender
executed since 1963
the opposite, that was based in Old Testament
holiness, where justice for the orphan and the
Asian
2 Male
219
Keith Zettlemoyer (1995)
widow and the outsider were integral to love of
Black
134 Female
5
Leon Moser (1995)
God.; that is, you can’t talk about holiness without
White
71
Gary Heidnik (1999)
talking about justice.”
Hispanic
17
Sister Helen Prejean’s books, Dead Man Walking
(1993), and The Death of Innocents (2005), tell

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Corrections www.cor.state.pa.us/deathpenalty

The Colombia Free Trade Agreement
Not Free, Not Trade, Not an Agreement
Members of Peace Mennonite in East Greenville and others from
Franconia Conference were recently
privileged to hear Freddy Caicedo of
Colombia speak about the struggles of
his country and how United States
policies impact his people. Freddy, a
human rights organizer and educator,
has worked alongside union members
under death threat, organized with
Christian base communities, and has
exposed human rights violations against
indigenous and Afro-Colombians. He gave us an insider’s look
at the Colombia Free Trade Agreement, which currently is on
hold in our Congress. Because of the human rights record in
Colombia, where 42 union members have been assassinated so
far this year, many of our congresspersons are hesitant to increase
trade with Colombia! We learned that the Free Trade Agreement
could more accurately be called the Free Trade Corporate Bail
Out! It would benefit primarily factory owners, large land
owners, bankers, narco-traffickers, the military, and the elites of
Colombia, as well as multinational corporations. The agreement
would also facilitate the exploitation of Colombia’s natural
resources and lead to further displacement of whole communities
to make way for corporations in areas such as oil, coal, palm oil,
and logging. Though the Trade agreement would create some
jobs, the jobs are more like slave labor.
Freddy shared about the sugar cane cutters who begin work at 3
am and often spend 14 to 16 hours a day in the fields, with no
days off, no health care, and no retirement benefits. The Trade
agreement would impact farmers who would be prevented from
reusing their own seeds because of them being genetically
modified under the agreement. Healthcare would be affected
because generic drugs wouldn’t be allowed.
Free trade agreements with other countries have hurt workers and
jobs in those countries as well as in the United States. For
instance, the North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
with Mexico in 1994 has resulted in 2 million Mexican farmers
losing their jobs, with migration from Mexico to the US doubling
since then. It’s not that trade between countries is wrong in and
of itself, Freddy explained, it’s just that it needs to be “fair”
trade, trade that will benefit the workers, and protect the
environment.
What response should we have as followers of Christ who seek
fairness and justice for all? We are encouraged to visit
Colombia, where firsthand experience often impacts our hearts.
Witness for Peace, who sponsored Freddy’s speaking tour, hosts
many delegations a year to Colombia and other countries which
are struggling with injustice. We are also encouraged to contact
our Representatives and Senators (202-224-3121), especially in
the current “lame duck” session of November and December, to
vote against ratification of the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement.
– Becky Felton

For more information about Colombia and the Free
Trade Agreement, see efpjc.ppjr.org/colombia , where
you can also send email to your Members of Congress.
(But, better yet, call or write a personal letter.)

Colombia Free Trade Agreement
talking points when you write or
call elected representatives*
Urge your representative to oppose the Colombia Free
Trade Agreement.

! The Colombian government has brought
"representatives" to Washington DC to lobby for the
agreement, but clearly these individuals only
represent the interests of the government's pro-FTA
campaign.
! Unionists, farmers, indigenous and Afro-Colombian
groups in Colombia remain opposed to a free trade
agreement with Colombia.
Consequences if the Colombia FTA is approved:
! Job loss in the U.S. and Colombia. While the
NAFTA-style deal would threaten to move more
U.S. jobs abroad, the FTA would also put about a
million small-scale Colombian farmers out of work.
! Increased drug production. Experts predict that
small-scale farmers displaced by the agreement
would likely turn to coca production and affiliation
with armed actors.
! Unchecked killing of unionists. Colombia is the
most dangerous country in the world for trade
unionists -- so far in 2008, 41 trade unionists have
been killed. The free trade agreement's weak labor
provisions would do nothing to curb the ongoing and
widespread murder of Colombian unionists.

! Unabated human rights violations. Extrajudicial
killings and targeting of human rights advocates, which have recently increased in Colombia, would only continue to rise with the FTA.
* From Witness for Peace, www.witnessforpeace.org

Displaced people
in Colombia:
Expulsions during
the first half of 2008.
[Source: OCHA – the
United Nations Office
for the Coordination
of Humanitarian
Affairs]
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Peace and Justice Calendar*
November 10, 2008, (Monday: 7pm), Bethlehem, PA
"Resisting Empire" with Camilo Mejía at Wesley Methodist
Church (2540 Center Street) in Bethlehem. Camilo Mejia grew up
in Nicaragua and Costa Rica before moving to the United States in
1994. He joined the military at age nineteen, serving as an
infantryman in the active-duty Army for three years before
transferring to the Florida National Guard. After five months of
frontline combat in Iraq, Staff Sergeant Camilo Mejía became the
first American soldier to refuse to fight citing moral concerns about
the war and occupation. In early 2004 he applied for a discharge
from the National Guard as a conscientious objector. Mejia was
charged with desertion and served almost nine months in jail after
his conviction in a military trial. He is the Board Chair of Iraq
Veterans Against the War (IVAW), and is the author of a memoir,
"Road From ar Ramadi: The Private Rebellion of Staff
Sergeant Camilo Mejia." Contact: Louise Legun, 484-553-9476.
November 15, 2008 (Saturday: 5-10 pm) Philadelphia
Packing the Peace of Christ returns this fall to encourage us
to confront violence with strength and peace. Program includes a
dinner, talk show with guests, Cruz Cordero, Celmali Jaime,
Conrad Moore and a live band. For young people, peace
advocates and disciples of Jesus. Location: Philadelphia
Mennonite High School, 860 N. 24th St. For information call
215-913-8742 or email jfk@mcc.org.
November 17, 2008 (Monday, 7pm) Easton, PA
“A Persistent Peace: One Man's Struggle for a Nonviolent
World” with John Dear. Book-signing and readings from his
recently published autobiography in Oechsle Lecture Hall at
Lafayette College in Easton. Father John Dear is a Jesuit priest,
pastor, peace activist, organizer, lecturer, retreat leader, and the
author/editor of 25 books on peace and justice. Also a Nobel Peace
Prize Nominee, John Dear, SJ, has been arrested more than 75
times. He has spent more than a year of his life in jail. He has been
mocked by armed U.S. soldiers standing outside the doors to his
New Mexico parish. All this because he so fervently believes in
peace. For further info, contact LEPOCO 610-691-8730.
November 23, 2008 (Sunday, 7- 9 pm) Lancaster, PA
Public Forum"Homosexuality and Christianity" Presented by
Tony and Peggy Campolo Questions and discussion invited. Free
and open to the public. First United Methodist Church, 29 East
Walnut (downtown at Duke & Walnut), Lancaster. See detailed
announcement at engagegodfirst.org
December 13, 2008 (Saturday: Nazareth to Bethlehem, PA)
49th Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage This annual pilgrimage
recalls the journey of Mary and Joseph. Participants meet in
Bethlehem at 11am, and buses transport pilgrims to Nazareth
Moravian Church on Center Square where the Pilgrimage begins.
Pilgrims may join at any point along the way. The pilgrimage
concludes at Christ United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, around
5:30 for a light meal and rally. Guest speaker: Janet Chisholm.
For more information, see enclosed flyer or www.peacewalk.org.
January 13-17, 2009 (Tuesday-Saturday) Philadelphia, PA
Heeding God’s Call:
A Consultation on Peace and
Justice in Violent Times. Sponsored by Philadelphia Friends
(Quaker)Yearly Meeting with Church of the Brethren and
Mennonite Church USA. Location: Arch Street (Friends) Meeting
House in Philadelphia. See www.peacegathering2009.org

Feb. 13-15, 2009 Spruce Lake Winter Peace Retreat.
Adult Program: Restorative Justice with Lorraine
Stutzman Amstutz and other invited guests.
Conversation with victims, offenders, and people involved in
various restorative justice ministries.
Youth program:
Understanding Jesus' Activism:
with L. Mark Reiff Can Youth Change the World?
For details, see enclosed flyer or efpjc.ppjr.org
February 27-March 1, 2009 (Friday evening - Sunday)
Anti-Racism Analysis Training (Damascus Road) Philadelphia.
Sponsored by Franconia Mennonite Conference Open to all. See
www.mcc.org/damascusroad or www.slf.franconiaconference.org
or contact Sharon Williams, SharonW@DesignForMinistry.com
(610) 277-1729. Location: Vietnamese Mennonite Church.
Creating a Culture of Peace – 2008-09 sessions.
Basic training in the spirituality, practice and power of active
nonviolence. The following workshops will be held at Kirkridge
Retreat Center (Bangor, PA) CCP training is also offered in
other locations. See www.kirkridge.org for details or contact
Janet Chisholm, janetc@kirkridge.org, 845-641-3648
or 610-588-1793 Training includes a variety of presentation
styles: lecture, panel discussion, role-play, small and large group
sessions. Major topic include:
• spiritually-grounded peacemaker training
• exploration of violence & nonviolence
• analysis of how change occurs
• community-building
• project planning
March 5-8, 2009 (Thurs. 6:30 pm dinner - Sunday lunch)
March 12-15, 2009 (Thurs. 6:30 pm dinner - Sun. lunch)
Sept. 10-13, 2009 (Thurs. 6:30 pm dinner - Sun. lunch)
Registration $135; Lodging/meals $260. Discount for early
registration: $35. CEUs, scholarships, commuter discounts
available. Contact Janet Chisholm – see info. above.
March 13-16, 2009 (Fri.-Mon.) Ecumenical Advocacy Days,
Washington, DC area. "Enough for All Creation" with
workshops on U.S. domestic issues, eco-justice, Latin America,
Jubilee economics, Africa and the Middle East.
The event will be held at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center in
Alexandria, VA -- just across the Potomac River from Washington,
DC. Begins Friday evening, and includes Congressional office
visits on Monday. For further information. see
www.advocacydays.org
March 21, 2009 (Saturday 9am-3pm) Allentown, PA Annual
Bread for the World workshop -- in partnership with local
anti-hunger organizations. The program will include presentations
and workshops on local and international food and hunger issues.
Location: First Presbyterian Church, Allentown. For further
information see www.ppjr.org/bfw09.htm or contact LCCC office
at 610-433-6421 or Larry Hollar: lhollar@bread.org.
(Other BFW workshops in Eastern Pa. to be scheduled soon.)
___________
* This calendar includes a sample of leadership training events,
including events sponsored or co-sponsored by the EDC/FMC
Peace and Justice Committee. Please contact us for further details
about any of these events (see contact info. on page 1).
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