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Immigrants Among Us
“When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress
the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen
among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in
the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.”
-- Leviticus 19:33-34, NRSV
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At the MCC spring seminar on displaced peoples, attorney Greg Chen*
spoke about the treatment of refugees and immigrants in the U.S. today.
In 2007, approximately 30,000 people were kept in detention by the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) every day -- about a fivefold increase since 1991. In addition, for the fiscal year 2007, ICE
detained a total of about 320,000 people. Some are in large facilities, and
the majority are in contracted state and local county prisons and jails. The
federal government is paying local counties or private companies.
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In 2007, U.S. taxpayers spent about $1.2 billion to detain immigrants. It
costs about $100 per day per person to hold somebody in custody. In the
meantime, those who are detained can’t work, can’t generate any income
or contribute to their families and communities where perhaps they were
providing services as a construction worker or serving as nanny or
working in a hotel serving food. All those services are gone. It’s an
incredible cost to our communities to do this kind of detention.
Who is being detained?
Of course there are some who have committed criminal offenses, but the
greater portion are not people in that category. In fact there are thousands
of people among those in detention on any given day who are highly
vulnerable, including children, families, people who are here seeking
asylum, people who are torture survivors, people who are victims of
trafficking, people who have lawful permanent residence, or on rare
occasions people who have U.S. citizenship.
Immigrants are frequently detained without any notice or warning, and
with little regard for the affected families, churches or communities.
(continued on page 2)

Displaced Peoples ... (continued from page 1)

from nearly 30 countries.

In New Jersey, for example, raids have taken place in many
cities, including Jersey City, Newark, Union City, Trenton,
and Weehawken. There are five New Jersey facilities that
ICE uses to detain about 1,000 immigrants on any given day.
Pastors report that congregations have been shocked by the
violent and intimidating manner in which raids have been
conducted, including incidents where weapons were drawn
upon young children. Last year, Lutheran Bishop Roy Riley
recounted at the National Press Club how a congregation
member had to hide under the floorboards when federal
agents raided the factory where she worked. Everyone but
her was hauled away, forcing the factory to close. The
woman was attending an adult English class at the Good
Shepherd Church in Weehawken, and during class she shared
her story. Still terrified days after the incident, she kept
asking what would have happened to her 9-year-old son if
she were taken.

The fundamental question is: Should families even be in
detention? Is there really a humane way to detain families?
What is the “right” way to detain an infant? The questions
are absurd! There are other ways of working with displaced
people if the intent is to make sure they appear in court.

In Houston, Texas, there have been two raids on large local
manufacturing companies that have resulted in the detention
of about 40 people. A Lutheran pastor there recounted the
case of a family from Guatemala, a couple with three
children, ages 2, 4, and 7. Last year the husband was
detained by ICE, while he was at work. For one week after
he was detained, his wife was unable to even locate him.
ICE gave no notice; there was no clue what had happened to
him. A church-related organization helped identify where
the husband was being held in detention and now is working
to find an attorney to represent him. But in the meantime
while these proceedings are going on and the father is
detained , the wife is desperate because she has no source of
additional income, and she is taking care of three small
children at home. She knows almost certainly that the family
will be separated for several months; and if he is deported, it
could be years before they see each other again.
Detention Center Case Study:
Taylor Texas and Leesport, Pennsylvania

Last year Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS)
prepared a report specifically focusing on families in two
detention facilities – one in Texas and one in Pennsylvania.
Both facilities are largely jail-like conditions, where several
hundred families are held at any given time, including
children and infants. Pregnant mothers have been held in
prisons. Parents are deprived of the ability to discipline their
children, or provide for their educational, nutritional, and
recreational needs. Medical care is often sub-standard, and
more than 60 people have died in detention.
The T. Don Hutto Family Detention Center near Austin,
Texas, was named for a founder of the Corrections
Corporation of America which operates the facility under a
$2.8-million-a-month contract with Williamson County,
according to the New York Times. It now holds about 400
illegal immigrants, including 170 children, in family groups

Less than 70 years ago during World War II, our government
locked up 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry out of
fear that they threatened our safety and national security.
Like then, today’s immigration detention system locks away
people in degrading and dehumanizing prison settings. Like
then, now entire families, including children are being
detained, and like then, those detained now are ethnic and
racial minorities. Like then, politicians now justify detention
in the name of national security, and it took nearly half a
century for our country to understand that the perceived
terror threat after World War II was entirely unfounded, and
for our country to admit the wrongfulness of detaining
thousands of innocent Americans of Japanese ancestry.
_______________
*Greg Chen, an attorney who has represented children on
immigration law., is now working with Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service (LIRS).
For more info. on U.S. immigration policy and regional training
workshops, see the PJC web page efjpc.ppjr.org, or contact us.

Colombia Update:
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement

In his State of the Union address Jan. 28, 2008, President
Bush again called on the U.S. Congress to ratify the U.S.Colombia Free Trade that he negotiated a year ago with
Colombia’s President Alvaro Uribe.
Last June, Democratic Members of Congress, including
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi announced their opposition
to the Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA). "There is
widespread concern in Congress about the level of
violence in Colombia, the impunity, the lack of
investigations and prosecutions, and the role of the
paramilitary. We believe there must first be concrete
evidence of sustained results on the ground in Colombia,
and Members of Congress will continue working with all
interested parties to help achieve this end before
consideration of any FTA. Consequently, we cannot
support the Colombia FTA at this time.”
The House of Representatives voted April 10th to stop the
clock on “Fast Track” ratification of the Colombia FTA,
but eventually it will be up for consideration again.
See the PJC web page for links to more resources on Colombia
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Building Christian-Muslim dialogue is focus of Winter Peace Retreat
by Grant Rissler, MCC East Coast
More than seventy people from churches in Central and
Eastern Pa., Ontario and New Jersey gathered Feb. 8-10 to
learn more about how to build dialogue between Christians
and Muslims at the annual Eastern District/Franconia
Conference Winter Peace Retreat, held at Spruce Lake
Retreat near Canadensis, Pa.
“My hope for this retreat,” said Evie
Shellenberger, former Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC) worker in
Iran, “is that we can rid ourselves of the
blindness we have towards our Iranian
neighbors and Muslim neighbors.”
Shellenberger, along with her husband
Wally, provided primary input for the weekend, sharing a
range of stories showing how their MCC assignment in a
student exchange program in Qom, Iran gave them a chance
to live a life of dialogue with Muslims in that region.

both places] and remind us
that our path is peace and
reconciliation.”
The Shellenbergers suggested
that though most Christians
in the U.S. do not have the
same first-hand experiences,
they can counteract hatred
between Christians and Muslims if they don’t “feed into
conversations that are negative and degrading” towards
Muslims as a group.
Also, Evie noted that there are many opportunities in the
U.S. to develop relationships with Muslims here at home.

Through story, Evie shared several lessons she had learned
during those years about dialogue, including one from an
Iranian professor who told them not to let their Christian
faith weaken. “The stronger you are in your faith,” the
professor said, “the better our dialogue will be.”

A concrete example was
shared by Pastor Aldo
Siahaan of Philadelphia
Praise Center, a Franconia
Conference congregation,
and Muhammed Imam.
The two shared about how
they reached out to the
Indonesian Muslim
community in Philadelphia by opening up their church for
Muslims to pray during the holy month of Ramadan. About
80 Muslims accepted the invitation and more relationships
were formed when 30 members of the congregation joined
their Muslim guests in a meal in the evening.

Other lessons were that:
• Dialogue is more about listening than about talking
• Dialogue is mutual, both have something to give and to
receive.
• True dialogue will change both people.

“This is the way we show our love,” said Pastor Siahaan. He
shared that one of the Muslim leaders told him that “if we
had this type of relationship in Indonesia, we wouldn’t have
a problem” referring to outbreaks of violence between
Christians and Muslims there.

The Shellenbergers continued the
dialogue by leading an annual MCC
learning tour to Iran. On their most
recent trip, the group presented
ceramic oil lamps to people they met
with along with a verse from the
Koran and this verse from the Bible:
“Your word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.”

When a local TV station did a story on the church opening its
doors to Muslims, Siahaan said he received angry calls from
other Christian pastors who told him it was wrong to allow
Muslims “to step on the holy ground” of the church.

Noting that in three years of living and traveling in Iran no
one ever expressed hatred towards them because of their U.S.
citizenship, Wally shared that they had a “strong sense that
everywhere we went, God had preceded us.”

The lamps are similar to those
burned by Mennonite
congregations in the United States
during the recent Advent season as
part of prayers for peace between
the U.S. and Iran.
“Our prayer,” said Wally, “is that
the lamps will burn brightly [in

Siahaan said that some Muslims have come
back to the church since then and worshiped
with the congregation.
Twenty youth also attended the retreat and
with leadership from Scott Hutchinson,
pastor at St. Andrew's UCC in Perkasie,
Pennsylvania, focused their discussions on
the topic “Living with Diversity.”
The annual retreat is organized by The Peace and Justice
Committee. The focus of next year’s retreat at Spruce Lake
will be restorative justice.

Peace and Justice Calendar*
April 27 & 28, 2008 (Sunday - Monday)
Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia
April 27: Congregations in the United States & Canada will
worship in unity with sisters and brothers in Colombia, who have
endured suffering and turmoil due to Colombia's 40-year war. This
will be a time of prayer and worship for a peaceful future in
Colombia.
April 28: Collective action will be taken by hundreds in the United
States and Canada to speak out and advocate on behalf of the
Colombian people, calling on government to end military support
to Colombia.
For more info., contact Theo Sitther,
tsitther@mcc.org 202-544-6564 x118
May 8, 2008 (Thurs. 7-9 pm) Blooming Glen
Peace & Justice Film Series at Blooming Glen Mennonite Church
"Breaking Rank" (56 min). This is a Canadian Documentary that
tells the story of four U.S. soldiers seeking sanctuary in Canada as
part of their resistence to the war in Iraq. This film documents their
experiences as they try to exercise their consciences amidst
profound emotional, ethical and international consequences. Films
will be shown in the Fellowship hall. For more information call
Sarah Witter at 215-510-2979.
May 17, 2008 (Saturday 9:00 am - 2:45 pm ) Scranton, PA
Global Warming Conference 2008 The focus is on
action to help stop global warming – with presentations by
national, state and local experts and leaders. Location:
Brennan Hall, University of Scranton, (300 block of Madison
Avenue) Scranton, PA
Speakers and panelists will include
• U.S. Senator Robert Casey Jr.;
• Melanie Fitzpatrick Ph.D., Union of Concerned Scientists;
• Rep. John T. Yudichak (D) - District 119;
• Deputy Secretary Daniel Desmond, Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection;
• Dr. Michael C. Cann, Environmental Science Department,
University of Scranton;
• Paul Copleman, Iberdrola Renewable Energies USA &
Community Energy, Inc. ;
• Joyce Hatala, environmental consultant;
• Steve Stroman, policy director, PennFuture;
• Tom Tuffey, director, PennFuture's Center for Energy,
Enterprise and the Environment.
There will also be ample time for networking.
Space at this conference is limited, so please register early.
Continental breakfast and lunch included.
This is a free event for all PennFuture members and students;
there is a $10 charge for others. For details and registration:
http://my.pennfuture.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=100281

May 31, 2008 (Saturday) Frazer Mennonite Church
Speaking of Peace: Festival of the Arts. The Festival will
include original display and performing arts: two-dimensional art,
letterpress, book art, poetry, essays, memoir, video, dance
choreography, music, plays, sculpture, ceramics, and
installation/conceptual art. Location: .Frazer Mennonite Church,
57 Maple Linden Lane, Frazer, PA 19355. For further information, see www.frazermennonite.org or phone 610-644-3397 or
email: artofpeace@frazermennonite.org.

July 6, 2008 (Sunday) Christian Citizenship Sunday
MCUSA has discontinued official support for Christian Citizenship
Sunday; however, see worship resources available at
peace.mennolink.org/resources or www.ppjr.org/peace.
mid-July to mid-October, 2008 Vegetable Basket Program.
Donated fruits and vegetables are collected from local farmers and
gardeners, coordinated by the Food Trust again this year.
Look for details in June or contact Bob Moyer (215-766-0825)
July 26, 2008 (Saturday, 5-10 pm) Souderton.
Young adult gathering – local foods picnic, frisbee and
cinema. Bring locally grown food to share – for menu ideas,
see web announcement: http://efpjc.ppjr.org/homegrown
Location:
Zion Mennonite Church, 149 Cherry Lane,
Souderton.
September 19-21, 2008 (Fri.-Sun.) Kempton, PA
Pennsylvania Renewable Energy and Sustainable
(Friday, Sept. 19 is student day).
Living Festival.
A comprehensive regional festival and conference on sustainability
and green living at the Kempton Community Center, Community
Drive, Kempton, Berks County, Pa. See www.paenergyfest.com
for complete program.

Healing the Wounds of Racism – fall 2008 training
(anti-racism training workshops) registration includes meals
and lodging. Contact PJC or see our web page for more details.
August 11-13 (Monday evening - Wednesday afternoon)
Doylesford Abbey; 220 S. Valley Road,
Paoli, PA 19301-1911
September 19-21 (Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)
Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center;
87 Old Mine Road, Lebanon, PA 17042-8986
October 10-12, 2008 (Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)
Teen ARK; Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center
(for teens only)
October 17-19, 2008 (Friday evening - Sunday afternoon)
Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center;
RR #2 Box 2747, Cresco, PA 18326
October 11-12, 2008 (Saturday-Sunday) Harleysville, PA
Peace and Justice weekend at Salford Mennonite Church, with Sr.
Helen Prejean, author of “Dead Man Walking.” Look for details
soon – or contact SMC at (215) 256-0778 .
October 25, 2008 (9am-1pm) Peace and Justice Fall
Gathering: Sustainable Living festival with displays,
discussion, and local foods potluck. Look for more details
on the web at efpjc.ppjr.org or the next issue of PJN.
November 9, 2008 – Peace Sunday Resources for Peace
Sunday observances are posted on the MCUSA PJN web page.
see peace.mennolink.org/resources/psunday08/
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